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Eritrean News Agency (ERINA)
ERINA Update
Manday, July 13, 1998

The Ethicpian govermnment has been conducting an Intensive hate campaign,
with few parallels in our contemparary limos, through fts domestic mass media
sinca tha eruption of the border conflict last May. This campaign, which centres
on distortion of the roct causes of the conflict, the fabrication of autrnight lies, and
particularly a demonization of Eritrean socioty and Ils institutions which are
routinely portrayed s “racista and fascists,” Is designed to foment irrational
hatred among the Ethiopian pecple so that they may support tha regima's war
plans without hesitation. The Ethioplan government sppears ta be changing gear
naw to solicit international support for its war aims through a simiiar campaign in
the internaticnal press. Recant statements and press releases from the Office of
me Government Spokaspersan lllustrate the extent of this vilification campaign.

) in one of his inflammatary statements on Tigray Radio on May 28, 1998, the
Govemnor of Tigray Administrative Region, Ghebru Asrat, retorted that "the
Eriraans feel superior and look down on the Tigrayans .. They have always
claimad and bossted  one garm extérminator can kill thousands of fties, one cat
can kill fifty cats " The Ethiopian Foreign Ministry now faisely attributes this
quotation to Eritrea's Head of Stata alleging in its press ralease of July g9, 1998
“Implying Entrean superiorily, Isaias has praviously made insulting raferonces (o

ona flit (fly spray) can kil 1,000 flias.”

a alloges that "Eritrea has expelled 200 Ethiopians
into Djiboutt ... These axpulsions come after two and a half hour radio and TV
eppearance by Presidant lsaias yesterday which was claarly intended to invoke
violence against Ethioplan people® This ls again pure fabrication. The
Elhiopians, most of whom wers stranded in Assab dus to the closure of the road
after tha eruption of the conflict, wera not expelled but left of ther freo will.
Eighty of them left Assab on July 7, ane day before the Prasidant’s one hour
interview with tha local TV which occurred on Wadnesday. July 8, 1998. The
departure of the others haa bean deiayed dus to tranaport probicmas. (Tha Aceab
Adminisyation assisted them through proviaion of gea transpornt. Indged, four of
their representatives have sent signed letters of gratituda on behalf of the group

1o the Assab Administration and to tha Immigration Offica when thay arrived In
Upoout ) Tho Prasidernt's Ntorviaw focused on the prospects for peacw, tne
econcmy and Ethiopia’a incapacity to impase 8 solution by force. It contalinsd no
refersnce or inflanmatory remark of any kind about Etrvopians rasiding n
Critraa Furtharmore, Crtrea's declarad policy, as aiso ombodiod in tha

iy The same prass releas



page 3

Annex

resciution adopted by the National Assembly en June 26, 1998, is to ensure the
“full respect of the right to live and work of all Ethioplan residents In Eritrea.”

ili) In a statement to the foreign press on June 30, 1896, the Ethiopian Faragn
Ministry alleged that "Ethicpian prisoners wera paraded through the streets of
Asmara while ths Eritrean authoritiss encouraged pecple te stone them.” Again,
this was @ pure fabrication. No such inhumane action ever took placa. Moreover,
while the Ethioplan Foreign Ministry has been faisely claiming that “about 600
Ethiopians have been imprisoned and continus {o be axposed to the worst form
of torture ™ the Ethiopian Charge 'Affaires in Asmara has admitted to UN
sgencies and the AU Committee of Ambaasssdors who visited the capital at the
end of June that tha alleged "number of detainees was 57." Even this figure was
inflated by his awn admission as he sald that soma of these detainees “had been
long released whila many others wers patty traders arrested long befora the

crisis {or ordinary criminal and civil cffenses "

iv) The Ethiopian Forsign Ministry is also distorting developments in the peace
procesa, To this end, the Foraign Ministry has arrogated to itself the role of
spokesparsan for visiting Heads of State. Thus, although President Kabila and
Presidant Museveni did not make any public stastements regarding their
raspactiva visits to both capilais recently, the Ethioplan Foreign Ministry has
faisely qucted them as saying that their visits “have failed due to Eritrea’s
rejaction” of their propasals. Tho roality iz again different. And although wa da
not wish to follow sult to put werds in the mouths of these laaders, we are
compeiled under the circumstances to state the nature of the discussians that
took ptace during thelr visits to Asmara. President Kabila proposed glrect talks
between the two leadsrs which was fully accepted by Eritrea. President
Nuseveni suggested same form of neutral administration in the contested 2ones
untll the dispute Is resoived through legal and peacsful means. This proposal
was again accepted by Eritrea. Thus, if the initistives have not produced (he
desired rasuita, the snswer must lie in Addis Ababa.

Thesa abharrent attempts to manipulate pullic opinion will not wark a3 Cthiopia
does not have @ monopoly of the truth. But the examplas cited above illuatrate
the extant to which the Govermment of Ethiopia s prepared to go to decaive
public opinion in tha faotsteps of the Mengistu ragime which had crgated an
elaborate Dapariment to fabricate and disseminate false information.



