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Note du secrétariat

1. Par une lettre datée du 24 juillet 1998, le Représentant permanent de
1'Erythrée auprés de 1'0Office des Nations Unies & Genéve a prié le
Haut-Commissaire aux droits de l'homme de faire distribuer en tant que
document de la cinquantiéme session de la Sous-Commission, au titre du point 2
de l'ordre du jour, le texte de la déclaration publiée a Asmara,

le 3 juillet 1998, par le Ministére des affaires étrangéres de 1'Erythrée et
intitulée "Violations flagrantes des droits de 1'homme commises par l'Ethiopie
a l'encontre d'Erythréens vivant sur son territoire", ainsi que le texte de la
déclaration publiée le 24 juillet 1998 par le Ministére des affaires
étrangéres de 1'Erythrée et intitulée "Violations flagrantes des droits
fondamentaux de civils érythréens perpétrées par 1"Ethiopie". Ces déclarations
avaient été déja communiquées, 1l'une au Président de 1'Assemblée générale et
au Président du Conseil de sécurité, l'autre au Président du Conseil de
sécurité, et figurent dans les documents A/52/974-S/1998/611 et S/1998/690,
qui ont été distribuées a tous les participants.

2. Dans la méme lettre, le Représentant permanent de 1'Exrythrée a demandé
que soit distribué un document de 1'agence de presse érythréenne (ERINA) daté
du 13 juillet 1998. Ce document est reproduit en annexe tel quel, dans la
langue dans laquelle il a été recu.
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Annex

Eritrean News Agency (ERINA)
ERINA Updats
Manday, July 13, 1988

The Ethiopian govemment nas been conducing &n IMensive hate campaign.
with few paralleis N our contemparary times, through 3 domestic mass maedia
sinca tha eruption of the barder comlict last May. This campaign. which cantras
on distartion of the roct causas cf the conflict, the fabrication of autright lies, and
particularly a demonizaticn of Ertrsan sociaty and [ts institutions whicn are
routinely portroyed as “racista and fascists,* |8 designed to foment irrational
hatred amang the Ethiopran pecplo so that they may support tha regima's war
glans withaut hesitation. The Ethicplan government appears ta be changing gear
now to solicit intematicnal sugport for its war aims through 8 simiiar campaign in
me intarnaticnal presa Recant statements and press rejeasas from the Offica of
e Governmant Spckespersen lllustrate the extent of this vilificaticn campaign.

) In one of Mis inflammatcry statemants on Tigray Radic on May 28. 1558, the
Govemor of Tigray Acministrative Region, Ghetru Asrat, retcrted hat the
Eritraans feel superior and lock down on the Tigrayans .. They have aiways
clmimad and boasted one garm exterminstor <an kill thousands of Nies, ore cat
can kill fity rats " The Eihicpran Foraign Ministry now faisely attributes ths

quatation to Ertraa’s Head of State alleging ir its prass ralease of July 9, 1998

"mplying Erntrean suparcrity, lsaiag haa pravicusly made insulting referonces to

one fit (fly spray) can kit 1,3C0 Mias.”

i) The same press reiesss ailages that “Eritraa has expsiled 200 Eicorans
inta Ojiboutl ... Thesa axguisions ccme aftar twe and a half hour ragio anc v
sppearance by Prasidant lsaias yesterday which was claarly intencod to \nvoKe
vioiance against Ethicoian pecple * This Is again pure fabrication The
Ethicplans, mcat of whom waers standed in Assab dus to the closure cf the road
after tha arugticn cf the corflicc wera nct axcalled but left of ther frae wiil.
Eighty of them left Assst on July 7, cne day tefcre the Prasident’s oneé haur
ntarview with tha local TV wnicn oesyrred cn Wadnesday. July 8, 1998. The
vma athers nad taen deiayed dus ta transgernt prokiems. (Tho Ascad

devarture cf
mrougn provigion of gsa ranspon. Indged. feur of

Adminisaticn gssisted them
their resrasentatives have sen! signad letters cf gratltuca cn benhslf of the greup

tc the Agsab Acministraticn and o Ta Immigraticn Otfica when thay arrived In
Opeouty ) Trhoc PrasiCerit's Ntorviaw tocuysed on the pfo-p-cz‘ tor peacwy, me
eccncmy ard Ehiopia’s ircagacity o impgose 8 saolution by forca It contained na
referarce or nflammatory remarx of any kind about Ethiopians raading N
Critraa  [urtnarmcrs, Coitraa’s deciarad gcilcy, @s alsc ometedicd in the
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resciution adopted by the Naticnal Assemtly en June 28, 19S8, is 10 ansure the
“full respect of the right tc live and work cf ail Eriopian rasidents in Eqitres

ili) In a statement o tha fcreign press on June 30, 16898, the Ethiopian Foraign
Mirstry alleged that "Ethicpian priseners wera paradad through the streets of
Asmara while the Eritrsan authoritias anccuraged pscple te stone them.”™ Again,
this was a pure fabrication. No such inhumane acticn ever took placa. Mareover,
while the Elnioplan Foreign Ministry has teen falsety claiming that "about 600
Ethiopians have been imprisoned and continue to be axpasaed to the worst form
of tortum ” the Ethicpian Charge Affaires in Aamara has admitted to UN
sgencies and the AU Committae of Ambtassadors who visitad the capilal at the
erd of June that tha aillegad "number &f detaineeas was 57." Even this figurs was
inflated by his cwn admission as he sald that scma of thesa dstainees “had been
long rmieased whila mary others wers petty tracars arrasted long befora the

crisis for ordinary criminai and civil offensas "

lv) The Ethiopian Foraign Ministry is also distcrting davelcpments in the peace
procssa. Tc this end, the Foraign Ministry has arrcgated to itsalf the rcle of
spekasgarscn for visiting Hesds of State. Thus, sithough President Kabila and
Prasident Museveni did not make any pubilc staiemants regarding ther
respaciiva visits to both capitsis recantly, the Ethiopian Forsign Ministry has
faisaly quotad them as saying that Meir visits "have failed due to Erilrea’s
refecticn” of their prepcsais. Tho rcality ic again different. And although we da
not wish lo ‘cilow sult to put wercs in the mouths of these laaders, we are
compeilad under the circumstances !o stats tha nature of the discusaicns that
tock ptace during thsir visits tc Asmara Presicent Katiia proposed dgliract taiks
between (he wo leacars which was fully accspted by Eritrea President
Museveri auggested sama form of neutral administraticn in the contested zones
urtll the dispute |s rescivad through legal and pescsful means. This croposal
was agam sccepted by Erirea. Thus, if the Initiatives have not produced Iha
desirsd rasuits, the answer must lie in Addis Ababa.

Inese abhorrant attampts !o manipulate puliic opinion will net wark as Clhiopia
doss not have a mcnacaly of the truth. But tha examglas cited above illustrate
ihe &xtant tc which !he Govermment of Eihicpia Is prepared to go to decaive
public cpinicn in tha foctstegs of e Mengistu regime which had crgated an
@labcrate Capariment to fapricate and aissaminate false infarmatien



