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Annex page 2

Eritrean News Agency (ERINA)
ERINA Updats
Manday, July 13, 1898

The Ethiopian govermnment has been conducting an Intensive hate campaign,
with faw parallels in our contemparary limos, through its domestic mass media
since the aruption of the border conflict |ast May. This campaign, which centres
on distortion of the root causes of the conflict, the fabrication of outright lies, and
particularly a demonization of Eritrean socioty and Its institutions which are
routinely portroyed s “racista and fascists,” I8 designed to foment irrational
hatred among the Ethiopian people so that they may support tha regima's war
plans without hesitation. The Ethioplan government appears ta be changing gear
now to solicit international support for its war aims through a similar campaign in
the international press. Recant statements and press releases from the Office of
the Government Spokasperson Illustrate the extent of this vilification campaign.

) in one of his inflammatcry statements on Tigray Radio on May 28. 1998, the
Govermnor aof Tigray Administrative Reglon, Ghebru Asrat, retorted that the
Eritreans feel superior and look down on the Tigraysns .. They have always
clsimed and bossted one garm extérminator can kill thousands of fties, one cat
can kill fifty rats " The Ethiopian Foreign Ministry now faisely altributes this
quatation to Entrea’s Head of Stata allaging in ils press ralease of July 9, 1998
"Implying Entrean superiority, Isaias has previously made insuiting raferonces to

ona Nit ({ly spray) can kit 1,000 flias.”

) The same press release alleges that "Eritrea has expelied 200 Ethiopians
into Ojiboutt ... These expulsions come after two and a half hour radio and TV
sppearance by Presidant Isaias yesterday which was clearly intendad to invoke
vioience against Ethicpisn people® This ls again pure fabrication. The
Ethiopians, mosat of whom wers stranded in Assab dus to the closure of the road
shter the eruption of the conflict, wera not expslled but left of ther freo will.
Eighty of them left Assab on July 7, ane day befora the President’s one hour
interview with the local TV wnich occurred on Wednesday. July 8, 1998. The
departure of the others had teen daiayed dus to transport probicma. (Tho Accad
Adminisration assisted them through provision of 99a transpor. Indged, four of
their reprasentatives have sent signed letters of gratituda cn behaif of the group

1o the Assab Administration and la tha Immigration Offica when they arrived in
Opoouts ) Tho Prasident's Mtorviaw focused on the prospects for peacu, hea
econaomy and Ethicpia’s incapacity to impase a solution by forca It contained no
refaranca or nflammatory remark of any kind about Eltuopians residing In
Critraa  [urtnermore, Crnitrea’s declarad policy, as alsc ombodiod in tha
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resciution adopted by the National Assembly en June 26, 1998, is to ensure the
"full respect of the right to live and work of all Ethioptan residents In Eritrea ”

ili) in a statement to the foreign press on June 30, 1898, the Ethiopian Foraign
Ministry alleged that "Ethicpian prisoners were paraded through the streets of
Asmara while the Eritrean authoritiss encouraged pacple (o stone them.” Again,
this was s pure fabrication. No such inhumane action ever tock placa. Moreover,
while the Ethioplan Foreign Ministry has been faisely claiming that "about 600
Ethiopians have been imprisoned and continue to be axpased to the worst form
of torture” the Ethiopian Charge d'Affaires in Asmara has admitted to UN
agencies and tha AU Committes of Ambassadors who visited the capital at the
end of June that tha alleged "number of detainees was 57.” Even this figure was
inflated by his own admission as he sald that some of these detainees “had been
long released whila many others wers petty traders arrested long befare the

crizis for ordinary criminal and civil cffenses "

Iv) The Ethiopian Foreign Ministry is alsa distorting developments in the peace
process. Tao this and, the Foraign Ministry has arrogated lo itseif the role of
spokesparson for visiting Meads of Stata. Thus, aithough President Kabila and
President Museveni did not make any public statements regarding ther
respectiva visits (o both capitals recently, the Ethiopian Foreign Ministry has
falisely quoted them as saying that their visits "have failed due to Erilrea’s
rejection” of their proepasals. The roality ie again different. And aithough wa da
nol wish o follow sult to put werds in the mouths of these leadars, we are
compslled under the circumstances to state the nature of the discussians that
took ptace during thelr visits to Asmara. Prasident Kabila proposed diract talks
betwesn the !wo leaders which was fully accepted by Eritrea. President
Museveni suggested some form of neutral administration in the contested zones
until the dispute s resclved through legal and peacsful means. This proposal
was again accepted by Eritrea. Thus, if the initistives have not produced the
desired rasuits, the answer must lie in Addis Ababa.

Ihese abhorrent attempts to manipulate pullic opinion will not work as Cthiopie
does not have a monopoly of the truth. But tha examples cited above illustrate
the extent to which the Government of Ethiopla [s prepared ta go la decaive
public opinion in tha faotsteps of the Mengistu ragime which had created an
elaborate Dapartment to fabricate and disseminate faise information.



