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12 May 1998

THE MALTESE RESPONSE TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE ON THE
HUMAN RIGHTS OF MIGRANTS

1. The latest known figures of total population, including non-nationals by
country of birth, are those obtainable from the latest Census held in 1995, which
are as follows:

Malta 360,392
United Kingdom 6,223
Italy 776
France 114
Germany 377
Other EU Member Countries 408
Other European Countries 574
USA 971
Canada 1,617
Australia 4,008
Libya 508
Other Countries 2.164
Total 378,132

The number of migrants by country of residence and returned migrants by country
of last permanent residence for the years 1931/32 up to 1996, are shown in attached
Appendix A.

The number of non-nationals authorised to work in Malta as on the 11 May 1998
was 2100.

During 1997 there were a total of 385 foreigners who overstayed, landed without
permit/sufficient means, used forged or false travel documents or were found
working without necessary permit. The countries of origin and the relalive number
of these foreigners were as follows: ' -



Bulgaria
Libya
Egypt
Morocco
Tunisia
Bangladesh
Syria
Others
Total

146
94
27
9
19
17
[s

_48

385
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During the same year there were a total of 2,) 10 inadmissible passengers which

were coming from the following countries of origin:

Morocco
Egypt
Tunisia
Libya
Sudan
Bangladesh
Syria
Pakistan
Ghana
Turkey
India
Nigeria
Sierra Leone
Somalia
Gambia
Russia
Algeria
Bulgaria
Lebanon
Yugoslavia
Iraq

Other

554
495
293
127
114
72
46
43
40
31
28
23
20
19
18
16
14
14
13
11
10
109

2. On the 27 May 1971, Malta acceded to the Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms or Racial Discrimination. As can be seen from the demographic
information supplied in reply to question 1, there is no significant ethnic minority
which warrants any fear as to the safeguarding of any ethnic minority’s rights. It is
for this reason that the need is not felt to enact ad hoc legislation in this respect.
Indeed it is felt that the existing legal provisions guarantee a social life which
excludes racial discrimination. The setting up of the Office of the Ombudsman in
1995, with the function to investigate administrative actions taken by or on behalf
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of Government Departments, Local Councils and other public authorities ensures
the protection of the individual, irrespective of his/her nationality, against any abuse
and will see that the administration is just and fair in its decisions. This promotes
freedom and justice in an effective and cfficient manner.

Campaigns are undertaken from time to timc in the media to raise the public
awareness against racial discrimination. The concept of racial tolerance and
understanding is included in the compulsory social studies component of the
national curriculum. Students are encouraged to correspond with children in other
countries and efforts are continuously made to increase the number of foreign
students studying in Malta. The number of foreign students studying English in
Malta is ever on the increase with a number of these students being hosted by
Maltese families. All these measures are encouraged and are seen as a means of
preventing problems related 1o racism and discrimination.

3. No manifestations referred to in the question have been experienced.

BEJER
for Permanent Secretary (Home Affairs)
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