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Note by the secretariat

1. At its sixth session, the Commttee on Energy considered the report “The
Present Situation and Prospects for the Fuel and Energy Conplexes in the
Conmonweal t h of | ndependent States” (ENERGY/R.131/Add. 1)prepared by a CI'S
Task Force Ad hoc Group of Experts fromClS Countries on Energy Policy and
Strategy with the assistance of the ECE Regi onal Adviser on Energy. The
Committee expressed its satisfaction with the report and requested that this
activity be continued in order to apprai se the possible devel opments in the
ClIS countries and their energy policy inplications.

2. In Septenber 1997, a Joint Statenment of the ECE secretariat and the CI'S
Interstate Economic Committee established the basis for enhanci ng cooperation
between the two institutions including in the energy sector. In 1997, the CIS
Interstate Economic Committee agreed to | aunch the project *“Analysis of Energy
Efficiency and Saving Policy in the Commonweal th of |ndependent States” as a
continuation of the previous work in this field. The CIS Interstate Economnc
Committee requested that this project be undertaken within the franmework of
the Joint Statement with the assistance of the ECE secretariat.
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3. The present study is being inmplemented under the auspices of the Steering
Committee of the Energy Efficiency 2000 Project in accordance with Activity 4:
| mpl ement ati on of Energy Efficiency Policies, 4.4 National and internationa
Energy Efficiency Programres contained in the Project Plan 1997-2000
(ENERGY/ WP. 4/ R. 5/ Rev. 1). It is to provide assistance on the study of energy
efficiency and a related synposiumto present and review the study, to the CI'S
Interstate Economic Committee with the support of the Energy Efficiency 2000
Project and the Regi onal Adviser on Energy.

4, This study and the associated symposiumw || also be carried out in
conjunction with the joint activities of the Econom ¢ and Social Council for
Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) and ECE in the preparation of the “Guideline for
Energy Conservation Laws for Economi es in Transition, including the Russian
Federati on and Sel ected Countries of Central Asia” (see ENERGY/1998/9). Wthin
ECE, this guideline is being prepared within the framework of the Energy
Effici ency 2000 Project.

5. The study and synposium on Energy Efficiency and Security in the
Commonweal th of I ndependent States is to provide a collective view of experts
fromeach CI'S country on the potential of energy efficiency inprovenents over
t he next decade. The main conclusion of the previous work by the CI'S Task
Force was that energy efficiency was a crucial policy priority for al

branches of the econony. It was the npst common energy policy priority anong
ClIS countries but al so needed coordi nati on neasures within the ECE region as a
whol e. A new Ad hoc Group of Experts on Energy Efficiency fromC'S Countries
wi |l be convened to anal yse the technical and econom c potential for energy
conservation measures in relation to overall energy projections for all C'S
countries to the year 2010. The group will then consider the policy

i mplications for energy demand, production and the security of energy supplies
and energy trade. It will review, in general terns, the investnent

i mplications of these projections, in particular for investnments to inprove
energy efficiency.

6. When conpl eted the study on Energy Efficiency and Security in the
Commonweal th of I ndependent States will provide anal ysts and deci si on nakers
with information and gui dance on the wi de ranging inplications of inplenenting
nati onal energy conservation policies. The ESCAP-ECE Cui deline for Energy
Conservation Laws is intended to conplenent this by describing such | aws
needed to acconplish this, how rel evant |egislation has been devel oped and how
energy conservation |laws are being inplenented in a selection of CI'S countries
at present.



