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The figures above clearly-show that the
ODS's popularity grew Q amatlcally after

representing 142 Member States
requested passwords to access the ODS.
214 of these users access the ODS from
their capitals via the Internet.

UNDP’s field offices, UN Information
Centres and Information Services around
the globe, United Nations organizations
and specialized agencies have all found
access to ODS via the Internet a practical
and beneficial solution to obtain UN
documents in a timely manner and
selectively, i.e. only when needed.

Na ons Office at Geneva. The two ODS
SIte" are “mirrored” sites, which means
that the coverage and functionality of both
sites is exactly the same. Due to the 6
hour time difference between Geneva
and New York, Vienna and Geneva
documents are sent to the New York ODS
over night, and are thus available on the
New York web site the next morning. New
York documents released at 7.30 a.m. in
New York will be available on the Geneva
site with a 12 hour delay. The web sites
can be found on the Internet under
www.ods.un.org for New York and
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under www.undocs.uno@
Geneva.
V/

New ODS search and retrieval user
interface

A brand new an
search interface is i

users accessing thf-y@

evelopment for

browser. The intetfface
under the leadershipzef:
Publications Division-—of~the Office of

Communications and“%{blgﬂnformanon

The design took inte<account many

comments and suggestio tain from
users and Internet profe% l ?
new screens are sched
available to users at the end of

1998.

No more service interruption for back-ups

The ODS is now scheduled to be
available 24 hours a day, seven days a
week without the previous one-hour daily
interruption for the back-up of databases.
This enhanced service became possible
when the ODS facilities manager
designed a special cache server for the
daily production of documents from New
York, Geneva and Vienna, and changed
the procedures for running back-ups of

Replacement ofthe ODS ISDN gatewa
The originai‘ K onnection to the ODS
consisted of prtary ISDN gateways
at the central site special OST ISDN
modem cards & ell as remote client
software on th f the remote user.
Wlth the adva _@Intemet and ISDN,
now be replaced by
are on the remote

12 he OST ISDN modem
e/central gateways will be
ari/ access server in front of a

N
1999. This option allows Permanent
Missions to have a dedicated, fast (up to
128 kbps), direct link to the ODS without
going through the public Internet.

UNIDQO’s documents on ODS

After the United Nations Office at Vienna
started to input its daily documents into
the ODS in Aprii 1997, UNIDO'’s
documents are being archived now also
daily for general retrieval.




UNDP and UNICEF docum , ave
been input into ODS since 199 -

UN organizations which ha
documents processed by the UN Office at
Geneva, have their détumefits available
on ODS as well. V

ACC decision on ac e 5 for Specialized
Agencies

()
A decision by A arranging for

limited free accessﬁ@ms for all
specialized agencies th System is
expected any moment.ZThere is also a

report of the Secretar eneral on
“Access to the optical das
the document symbol A/5 Thl‘
document contains the propose sales
policy for re-imbursable access to ODS
as requested by the General Assembly
last year.

ODS/CD-ROM

A first CD-ROM prototype has been
produced. The CD-ROM contains all
Security Council documents from 1993 to
the end of 1996 including presidential
statements and verbatim records. This
first CD-ROM is in English. A prototype in
French will be ready this summer. The
CD-ROMs are intended to supplement

,m;*ﬁne ODS by distributing the

fpents and search database of ODS
worI -wide thIS popular and
[ ivey - Dlstnbutlon

Documents aré
through the
segment of <

ﬁ on the security
/ etwork Document

upgrading 1 ewall and the security
otk Segrgént which lie between the
he Internet.

In order for ODS not to become a victim
of its success, plans have been prepared
to invest in the system, to expand its
capacity and to upgrade its technological
architecture as soon as possible.

A project outline has been prepared to
upgrade the ODS and to ensure its
technical and functional viability for the
next five to seven years. The ODS is now
7 years old and the PC workstations
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fully operational 6 years ago, have all
been replaced by more modern and more
powerful PC's. It is<gbviéus that the
technological architectused for ODS
needs to be upgrad "“‘“‘ the same time,
the capacity of th stem must be
expanded to serve ng r ers world-wide
and to accomoda vider range of
document collections-apd publications.
Furthermore, in response=to a General
Assembly resolution from last year, the

A-

friendly searchand retrieval interfaces on
the Internetin ajl 'x official languages of
the Organiza is hoped that work on

this important_project can start in this

budget biennium. Railing that, a request
de in the proposed




