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Letter dated 10 June 1998 from the Permanent Representative
of Australia to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General

I have the honour to transmit to you the statement of the Australian Prime
Minister dated 12 May 1998 and those of the Australian Minister for Foreign

Affairs dated 14, 28, 29 and 30 May 1998 concerning the conduct of nuclear tests
by India and Pakistan.

I should be grateful if you would have the present letter, together with

its annex, issued as a document of the General Assembly, under item 64, and of
the Security Council.

(Signed) Penny WENSLEY
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ANNEX

Statements made by the Prime Minister and the
Minister for Foreiqn Affairs of Australia

Statement made on 12 May 1998 by the
Prime Minister of Australia

INDIAN NUCLEAR TESTS

INDIA'S ACTION IN CONDUCTING THREE UNDERGROUND NUCLEAR
TESTS IS AN ILL-JUDGED STEP WHICH COULD HAVE MOST
DAMAGING CONSEQUENCES FOR SECURITY IN SOUTH ASIA AND
GLOBALLY.

AUSTRALIA HAS A DIRECT SECURITY INTEREST IN PREVENTING
THE PROLIFERATION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS. THE INDIAN TESTS
ARE IN FLAGRANT DEFIANCE OF THE INTERNATIONAL
COMMUNITY'S STRONG SUPPORT FOR NUCLEAR NON-
PROLIFERATION AND OPPOSITION TO NUCLEAR TESTING. TO
DATE, 186 COUNTRIES ARE PARTY TO THE NUCLEAR
NON-PROLIFERATION TREATY AND 149 COUNTRIES HAVE SIGNED
THE COMPREHENSIVE TEST BAN TREATY.

INDIA'S NEIGHBOURS WILL NATURALLY BE CONCERNED ABOUT
THE TESTS BUT A NUCLEAR ARMS RACE IS NOT THE WAY TO
ADDRESS THE ISSUE OF MAINTAINING STABILITY IN SOUTH ASIA.
THE GOVERNMENT URGES THEM NOT TO RESPOND IN WAYS

“'WHICH WOULD FURTHER DESTABILISE SECURITY IN THE REGION.

THE FOREIGN MINISTER HAS CALLED IN THE INDIAN HIGH
COMMISSIONER TODAY TO CONVEY OUR CONDEMNATION OF THE
TESTS IN THE STRONGEST POSSIBLE TERMS. THE SAME MESSAGE
WILL BE REGISTERED BY OUR HIGH COMMISSION IN NEW DELHL

THE GOVERNMENT IS RECALLING OUR HIGH COMMISSIONER
FROM NEW DELHI FOR CONSULTATIONS. FURTHER ACTION WILL
BE DECIDED IN LIGHT OF THOSE CONSULTATIONS AND
DISCUSSIONS WITH OTHER COUNTRIES WHICH SHARE OUR
CONCERN.
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Ministerial media release dated 14 May 1998

AUSTRALIAN RESPONSE TO INDIAN NUCLEAR TESTS

THE GOVERNMENT HAS NOW DECIDED UPON FURTHER AUSTRALIAN
ACTIONS IN RESPONSE TO THE OUTRAGEOUS ACTS PERPETRATED BY
INDIA IN CONDUCTING NO LESS THAN FIVE NUCLEAR TESTS THIS
WEEK. THIS FOLLOWED CONSULTATIONS TODAY WITH AUSTRALIA'S
HIGH COMMISSIONER TO INDIA, MR ROB LAURIE, AND REFLECTS THE
GOVERNMENT'S CONDEMNATION OF THE WILFUL DISREGARD FOR
INTERNATIONAL OPINION IN PROCEEDING WITH A SECOND ROUND OF
NUCLEAR TESTS YESTERDAY.

THE GOVERNMENT CONSIDERS THAT INDIA'S ACTIONS COULD HAVE
THE MOST DAMAGING CONSEQUENCES FOR SECURITY IN SOUTH
ASIA AND GLOBALLY. IT RISKS A REGIONAL ARMS RACE AND IS IN
FLAGRANT DEFIANCE OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY'S STRONG
SUPPORT FOR NUCLEAR NON-PROLIFERATION, AS EVIDENCED BY 186
COUNTRIES SIGNING THE NUCLEAR NON-PROLIFERATION TREATY
AND 149 COUNTRIES SIGNING THE COMPREHENSIVE

(NUCLEAR) TEST BAN TREATY (CTBT). INDIA MUST IMMEDIATELY SIGN
THE CTBT, JOIN THE INTERNATIONAL NUCLEAR NON-PROLIFERATION
REGIME AND FORSWEAR FOREVER THE USE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS.

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY CANNOT LET INDIA'S ACTIONS PASS
WITHOUT A STRONG AND SUBSTANTIVE RESPONSE.

AUSTRALIA HAS AND WILL CONTINUE WITH VIGOUR TO USE REGIONAL AND
INTERNATIONAL FORUMS TO MAKE CLEAR AUSTRALIA'S OPPOSITION TO INDIAN
NUCLEAR TESTING AND HAS MADE DIRECT REPRESENTATIONS HERE IN
AUSTRALIA AND TO THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT IN NEW DELHI TO LEAVE INDIA
IN NO DOUBT ABOUT THE STRENGTH OF OUR CONDEMNATION OF ITS
DECISION TO CONDUCT NUCLEAR TESTS. IN ADDITION, I RECALLED
AUSTRALIA'S HIGH COMMISSIONER TO INDIA FOR CONSULTATIONS.

BUT IN LIGHT OF THE ILL-JUDGED ACTIONS OF INDIA THE GOVERNMENT HAS
CONCLUDED THAT FURTHER ACTION IS REQUIRED, BOTH TO REGISTER OUR
CONCERN TO THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT AND TO SEND A MESSAGE TO OTHER
NATIONS THAT MIGHT BE CONSIDERING THE TESTING OR DEVELOPMENT OF
NUCLEAR WEAPONS ABOUT THE CONSEQUENCES OF ANY SUCH ACTION.

/...
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IN THIS REGARD THE GOVERNMENT HAS DECIDED TO IMPLEMENT THE
FOLLOWING ACTIONS, EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY:

SUSPENSION OF BILATERAL DEFENCE RELATIONS WITH INDIA, INCLUDING

THE WITHDRAWAL OF AUSTRALIA'S DEFENCE ADVISER STATIONED IN NEW

DELHI, THE CANCELLATION OF SHIP AND AIRCRAFT VISITS, OFFICER
EXCHANGES AND OTHER DEFENCE-RELATED VISITS. AUSTRALIAN
DEFENCE FORCE PERSONNEL CURRENTLY TRAINING IN INDIA WILL BE

WITHDRAWN . AUSTRALIA WILL REQUEST THE IMMEDIATE DEPARTURE OF
THREE INDIAN DEFENCE PERSONNEL CURRENTLY AT DEFENCE COLLEGES

IN AUSTRALIA;
SUSPENSION OF NON-HUMANITARIAN AID;
SUSPENSION OF MINISTERIAL AND SENIOR OFFICIAL VISITS.

IN ADDITION, THE GOVERNMENT WILL TAKE EVERY APPROPRIATE
OPPORTUNITY TO REGISTER AUSTRALIA'S STRONG OPPOSITION TO INDIA'S
NUCLEAR TESTING PROGRAM AND WILL CONTINUE TO ENCOURAGE AND
SUPPORT THE EFFORTS OF OTHERS TO PUT AN END TO ALL NUCLEAR
WEAPONS TESTING.

WE CONTINUE TO URGE INDIA'S NEIGHBOURS TO EXERCISE THE UTMOST
RESTRAINT IN THE FACE OF THIS PROVOCATION.
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Statement made on 28 May 1998 by the Minister for
Foreign Affairs of Australia

PAKISTAN NUCLEAR TESTS

I STRONGLY CONDEMN THE NUCLEAR TESTS CONDUCTED BY
PAKISTAN TODAY. I WILL BE ANNOUNCING TOMORROW THE
MEASURES AUSTRALIA WILL TAKE IN RESPONSE TO PAKISTAN 'S
NUCLEAR TESTS.

AS WITH THE TESTS CONDUCTED BY INDIA, PAKISTAN'S ACTIONS
HAVE SERIOUS IMPLICATIONS FOR GLOBAL AND REGIONAL
SECURITY AND FLY IN THE FACE OF THE INTERNATIONAL NORM
AGAINST NUCLEAR WEAPONS TESTING.

PAKISTAN'S DECISION TO TEST HAS BEEN MADE IN SPITE OF THE
STRONG INTERNATIONAL CONDEMNATION OF INDIA’S TESTS AND
DIRECT PLEAS TO PAKISTAN BY AUSTRALIA AND OTHER MEMBERS
OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY TO EXERCISE RESTRAINT AND
NOT TO EMULATE INDIA'S REGRETTABLE EXAMPLE.

A NUCLEAR ARMS RACE IN SOUTH ASIA WILL EXACERBATE RATHER
THAN SOLVE REGIONAL SECURITY TENSIONS. PAKISTAN AND INDIA
SHOULD BOTH SIGN THE COMPREHENSIVE NUCLEAR TEST BAN
TREATY IMMEDIATELY, AND SHOULD THROW THEIR WEIGHT BEHIND
INTERNATIONAL EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE A FISSILE MATERIAL CUT-OFF
TREATY.

I WILL CONTACT THE PAKISTANI HIGH COMMISSIONER TOMORROW
TO CONVEY TO HIM AUSTRALIA'S DEEP DISAPPOINTMENT AND
REGRET AND TO URGE HIS GOVERNMENT TO DESIST FROM ANY
FURTHER TESTING. THE SAME MESSAGE WILL BE REGISTERED BY
OUR HIGH COMMISSION IN ISLAMABAD.

PAKISTAN’S ACTIONS WILL IN NO WAY WEAKEN AUSTRALIA'S DETERMINATION,
SHARED BY THE VAST MAJORITY OF GOVERNMENTS AND PEOPLES
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, TO SEE AN END TO THE ERA OF NUCLEAR
WEAPONS. WE WILL CONTINUE VIGOROUSLY TO PURSUE THIS OBJECTIVE,
AND TO URGE PAKISTAN AND INDIA TO JOIN THE INTERNATIONAL NUCLEAR
NON-PROLIFERATION REGIME.
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Statement made on 29 May 1998 by the Minister for
Foreign Affairs of Australia

PAKISTAN NUCLEAR TESTS

FOLLOWING PAKISTAN'S ILL-ADVISED DECISION TO CONDUCT
NUCLEAR TESTS OVERNIGHT, 1 AM TODAY ANNOUNCING A SERIES

OF MEASURES THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT WILL APPLY AGAINST
PAKISTAN.

THE FOLLOWING MEASURES - SIMILAR TO THOSE IMPOSED ON INDIA
- WILL BE IMPLEMENTED IMMEDIATELY:.

RECALL FOR CONSULTATIONS OF OUR HIGH COMMISSIONER
FROM ISLAMABAD AS SOON AS POSSIBLE;

SUSPENSION OF BILATERAL DEFENCE RELATIONS WITH PAKISTAN,
INCLUDING THE RECALL OF AUSTRALIA’S DEFENCE ADVISER
STATIONED IN ISLAMABAD AND THE CANCELLATION OF OFFICER
EXCHANGES AND OTHER DEFENCE-RELATED VISITS.

AUSTRALIAN DEFENCE FORCE PERSONNEL CURRENTLY TRAINING
IN PAKISTAN WILL BE WITHDRAWN. AUSTRALIA WILL CANCEL ALL
PLANNED VISITS TO AUSTRALIA BY PAKISTANI DEFENCE
PERSONNEL;

EXCLUSION OF NON-HUMANITARIAN AID. CONSISTENT WITH MY
DECISION TO PRESERVE THE HUMANITARIAN COMPONENT OF
THE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM TO INDIA, THE PROGRAM TO
PAKISTAN WILL CONTINUE. HOWEVER, 1 HAVE CANCELLED MY
DECISION TO DOUBLE AID TO PAKISTAN NEXT YEAR. THIS WAS
CONTINGENT UPON PAKISTAN REFRAINING FROM TESTING;
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SUSPENSION OF MINISTERIAL AND SENIOR OFFICIAL VISITS:;

WITH MY SUPPORT, THE PRESIDING OFFICERS OF PARLIAMENT HAVE
DECIDED IT WOULD BE INAPPROPRIATE IN THE PRESENT
CIRCUMSTANCES TO CONTINUE WITH THE VISIT OF THE PAKISTAN
PARLIAMENTARY DELEGATION WHICH IS CURRENTLY IN AUSTRALIA. THAT
VIEW HAS BEEN CONVEYED TO THE DELEGATION;

IN ADDITION TO THESE BILATERAL STEPS, AUSTRALIA HAS TAKEN
SEVERAL IMMEDIATE STEPS TO RESPOND IN MULTILATERAL FORA TO
PAKISTAN'S TESTS, NAMELY (1) CALLING FOR AN EARLY "SPECIAL" SESSION
OF THE CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT TO DISCUSS THE MATTER; (2)
TAKING A LEAD IN HAVING THE CHAIRMAN OF THE CTBTO PREPARATORY
COMMISSION ISSUE A STATEMENT CONDEMNING THE TESTS ON BEHALF
OF PREPCOM MEMBERS; AND (3) SEEKING A SPECIAL ITEM ON NUCLEAR
TESTING AT THE JUNE BOARD OF GOVERNORS MEETING OF THE IAEA.

I SPOKE THIS MORNING WITH THE PAKISTAN HIGH COMMISSIONER TO CONVEY
TO HIM AUSTRALIA'S STRONG CONDEMNATION OF HIS COUNTRY'S ACTION.
PAKISTAN'S ACTION IS A FLAGRANT DEFIANCE OF INTERNATIONAL
NON-PROLIFERATION NORMS AND HAS SERIOUS IMPLICATIONS FOR GLOBAL
AND REGIONAL SECURITY. IT IS SAD AND DEEPLY DISAPPOINTING THAT
PAKISTAN HAS TURNED ITS BACK ON THE DIRECT PLEAS OF AUSTRALIA AND
OTHERS TO EXERCISE RESTRAINT. INSTEAD PAKISTAN HAS DECIDED TO JOIN
INDIA IN ISOLATION FROM THE REST OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY.

I CALL AGAIN ON BOTH PAKISTAN AND INDIA IMMEDIATELY TO SIGN AND
RATIFY THE COMPREHENSIVE NUCLEAR TEST BAN TREATY WITHOUT
CONDITION, AND ACCEDE TO THE NUCLEAR NON-PROLIFERATION TREATY.

THE SAME MESSAGE WILL BE REGISTERED BY OUR HIGH COMMISSION IN
ISLAMABAD.

I REITERATE THAT IT IS DEEPLY DISAPPOINTING THAT, IN THE FACE OF OUR
DIRECT REPRESENTATIONS, PAKISTAN HAS CHOSEN A COURSE OF ACTION
WHICH CASTS SUCH A MAJOR SHADOW ON WHAT HAD OTHERWISE BEEN A
POSITIVE RELATIONSHIP.
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Statement made on 30 May 1998 by the Minister for
Foreign Affairs of Australia

PAKISTAN NUCLEAR TESTS

I STRONGLY CONDEMN THE CONDUCT OF FURTHER NUCLEAR TESTS
BY PAKISTAN. 1 AM PROFOUNDLY DISAPPOINTED THAT PAKISTAN
HAS SEEN FIT TO ADD TO THE FOLLY OF ITS TESTS ON 28 MAY. IT IS
DEEPLY REGRETTABLE THAT THE PAKISTANI GOVERNMENT HAS
SHOWN ABSOLUTE DISREGARD FOR THE MANY, DIRECT APPEALS TO
EXERCISE RESTRAINT, AND HAS WILFULLY TURNED ITS BACK ON
THE SINCERE EFFORTS OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY TO
ENCOURAGE REASON TO PREVAIL. THIS ACTION DEFIES THE HOPES
OF PEOPLE EVERYWHERE FOR A WORLD FREE OF NUCLEAR
TESTING.

I ANNOUNCED ON 29 MAY THE MEASURES AUSTRALIA HAS TAKEN IN
RESPONSE TO THE FIRST SET OF PAKISTANI NUCLEAR TESTS. THE
SECOND SET ONLY STRENGTHENS THE GOVERNMENT'S

" DETERMINATION THAT ANY NUCLEAR TESTING COUNTRY SHOULD
BEAR THE FULL WEIGHT OF THE INTENSE INTERNATIONAL
OPPROBRIUM SUCH ACTS DESERVE.

A NUCLEAR ARMS RACE IN SOUTH ASIA WOULD NOT SIMPLY
THREATEN THE SECURITY OF THE IMMEDIATE REGION. IT WOULD
ALSO HAVE SERIOUS IMPLICATIONS FOR GLOBAL SECURITY
ARRANGEMENTS. AUSTRALIA STRONGLY URGES PAKISTAN AND
INDIA TO CEASE THEIR DANGEROUS ACTS OF BRINKMANSHIP.

I CALL ON BOTH COUNTRIES TO RENOUNCE NUCLEAR TESTING AND
IMMEDIATELY SIGN AND RATIFY THE COMPREHENSIVE NUCLEAR TEST BAN
TREATY, TO JOIN IMMEDIATELY THE INTERNATIONAL NUCLEAR
NON-PROLIFERATION REGIME, AND TO PARTICIPATE IN THE NEGOTIATION OF

A "CUT-OFF" TREATY BANNING THE PRODUCTION OF FISSILE MATERIAL FOR
EXPLOSIVE PURPOSES.

THE AUSTRALIAN GEOLOGICAL SURVEY ORGANISATION DETECTED AN
UNDERGROUND NUCLEAR EXPLOSION THAT TOOK PLACE AT 16: 55
(AUSTRALIAN EASTERN STANDARD TIME) ON 30 MAY IN SOUTHWESTERN
PAKISTAN. PRELIMINARY ESTIMATES INDICATE THAT THE YIELD OF THE
EXPLOSION WAS LESS THAN 10 KILOTONNES OF TNT.




