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Not e by the Secretary-General

The followi ng draft provisional agenda for the fifty-fifth session of
the Conmi ssion is submitted in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 3
of Economi ¢ and Soci al Council resolution 1894 (LVII) and includes an
i ndi cation for each item of the docunents to be prepared in inplenentation of
the rel evant Conmmi ssion decisions. |f necessary, the draft provisional agenda
will be anmended in the |ight of any decisions which the Conm ssion may take
after the preparation of this docunent.

* The advance version of this docunent was circulated informally
on 24 April 1998. Follow ng the adoption by the Commission, inits
resolution 1998/84, of Chairman’s proposal for the restructuring of the
Commi ssion’s agenda (E/CN. 4/1998/L.106), the docunent was adapted accordingly.
The final text of the draft provisional agenda will be reproduced in
chapter XXV of the report of the Comm ssion on Hunman Rights on its
fifty-fourth session (E/ 1998/23-E CN. 4/1998/175).
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XXV.
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DRAFT PROVI SI ONAL AGENDA FOR THE FI FTY- FI FTH SESSI ON OF THE
COW SSI ON

El ection of officers.

Adoption of the agenda.

Organi zation of the work of the session.

Legi sl ative authority: relevant resolutions and decisions of the
CGeneral Assenbly, the Econom ¢ and Social Council and the Comm ssion

Docunent ati on:

Report of the United Nations H gh Commr ssioner for Human Ri ghts
contai ning the analysis on the situation of human rights in Col onbi a
(statenment agreed on by consensus by the Comn ssion, nade by the
Chai rman on 9 April 1998).

Question of the violation of human rights in the occupied
Arab territories, including Pal estine.

Legi sl ative authority: Conmi ssion resolutions 1993/2, 1998/1 and
1998/ 2.

Document ati on:
(a) Report of the Special Rapporteur (resolution 1993/2 A, para. 4);

(b) Reports of the Secretary-General (resolution 1998/ 1, para. 10;
resolution 1998/ 2, para. 6);

(c) List of United Nations reports issued between sessions of the
Conmi ssion that deal with the conditions in which the citizens of
t he Pal estinian and other occupied Arab territories are |iving
under the Israeli occupation (resolution 1998/1, para. 11).

Question of the realization in all countries of the econonic, social and
cultural rights contained in the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts
and in the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights, and study of special problens which the devel oping countries
face in their efforts to achieve these hunan rights, including:

(a) Problens related to the right to enjoy an adequate standard of
living; foreign debt, econonic adjustnent policies and their
effects on the full enjoynent of human rights and, in particular
on the inplenentation of the Declaration on the Right to

Devel opnent ;

(b) The effects of the existing unjust international econonic order on

the econonies of the devel oping countries, and the obstacle that
this represents for the inplenentation of human rights and
fundanmental freedons.
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Legi sl ative authority: Commr ssion resolutions 1998/ 11, 1998/12,
1998/ 23, 1998/24, 1998/25, 1998/33 and deci sions 1997/102, 1997/ 103 and
1998/ 102.

Docunent ati on:

(a) Report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the inplications and negative
effects of unilateral coercive neasures (resolution 1998/11,
para. 8 (b));

(b) Report of the Special Rapporteur on the question of the
adverse effects of the illicit noverent and dunping of toxic and
dangerous products and wastes on the enjoynent of human rights
(resolution 1998/12, paras. 10-14);

(c) Report of United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights on the
i mpl enentati on of resolution 1998/23 on the right to food
(resolution 1998/23, para. 8);

(d) Anal ytical report of the Special Rapporteur on the effects of
foreign debt on the full enjoyment of econonmic, social and
cultural rights (resolution 1998/24, para. 9);

(e) Report of the |Independent Expert on the question of human rights
and extrene poverty (resolution 1998/25, para. 6 (d));

(f) Report of the Special Rapporteur on the right to education
(resolution 1998/33, para. 6 (a) (viii));

(9) Report of the working group on structural adjustnent programres
(deci sion 1998/ 102);

(h) Report of the |Independent Expert on structural adjustment policies
(deci sions 1997/103 and 1998/ 102);

(i) Report of the Secretary-General on human rights and the
envi ronnent (decision 1997/102).

Question of the realization of the right to devel opnent

Legi sl ative authority: Conmi ssion resolution 1998/ 72.
Document ati on:

(a) Report of the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts
(para. 11);

(b) Report of the Secretary-Ceneral (para. 13).

The right of peoples to self-determnation and its application to
peopl es under colonial or alien dom nation or foreign occupation

Legi sl ative authority: Conmi ssion resolutions 1998/ 4 and 1998/6.
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Document ati on:
(a) Report of the Secretary-Ceneral (resolution 1998/4, para. 3);

(b) Report of the Special Rapporteur on the use of mercenaries
(resolution 1998/ 6, para. 12).

8. Question of the hunman rights of all persons subjected to any form of
detention or inprisonnent, in particular:

(a) Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnent or
puni shent ;
(b) Status of the Convention against Torture and OGther Cruel, |nhuman

or Degrading Treatnent or Puni shnent;

(c) Question of enforced or involuntary di sappearances;

(d) Question of a draft optional protocol to the Convention agai nst
Torture and Gther Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatnent or
Puni shnent .

Legi sl ative authority: Conmi ssion resolutions 1997/29, 1998/ 34,
1998/ 35, 1998/38, 1998/40, 1998/41, 1998/42, 1998/43 and 1998/ 73.

Docunent ati on:

(a) Report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the right to restitution
conpensation and rehabilitation for victins of grave violations of
human rights and fundanental freedons (resolution 1997/29,
para. 3);

(b) Report of the working group on the draft optional protocol to the
Convention agai nst Torture and Ot her Cruel, Inhuman or Degradi ng
Treatment or Puni shnment (resolution 1998/ 34, paras. 2 and 7);

(c) Report of the Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and
| awyers (resolution 1998/35, para. 8);

(d) Annual report of the Secretary-General on the status of the
Convention agai nst Torture and O her Cruel, Inhuman or Degradi ng
Treatment or Punishnment (resolution 1998/38, para. 18);

(e) Report of the Special Rapporteur on the question of torture
(resolution 1998/38, para. 30);

(f) Report of the Board of Trustees of the United Nations Voluntary
Fund for Victinms of Torture (resolution 1998/38, para. 38);

(9) Report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the operations of the
United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victinms of Torture
(resolution 1998/38, para. 39);
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(h) Report of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary
Di sappear ances (resolution 1998/40, paras. 2 (i) and 9);

(i) Report of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention
(resolution 1998/41, para. 12);

() Report of the Special Rapporteur on the right to freedom of
opi nion and expression (resolution 1998/42, para. 10);

(k) Report of the I ndependent Expert entrusted with the preparation of
a revised version of the draft basic principles and guidelines on
the right to reparation for victins of gross violations of human
rights (resolution 1998/43, para. 2).

Further pronotion and encouragenent of human rights and fundanenta
freedons, including the question of the programme and net hods of work of

t he Comm ssi on:

(a) Alternative approaches and ways and neans within the
United Nations systemfor inproving the effective enjoynent of
human rights and fundanental freedons;

(b) National institutions for the pronotion and protection of human
rights;

(c) Coordinating role of the Centre for Hunman Rights within the
United Nations bodies and machinery dealing with the pronotion and

protection of human rights;

(d) Human rights, nmass exoduses and displ aced persons.

Legi sl ative authority: Conmi ssion resolutions 1997/33, 1997/ 34,
1997/ 41, 1997/ 44, 1998/7, 1998/44, 1998/45, 1998/46, 1998/47, 1998/ 48,
1998/50, 1998/51, 1998/53, 1998/54, 1998/ 74 and 1998/ 81.

Docunent ati on:

(a) Progress report of the Secretary-General on the followup to the
resol ution on H V/AIDS (resolution 1997/33, para. 3);

(b) Report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the state of regiona
arrangenents for the pronotion and protection of human rights
(resolution 1997/ 34, para. 10);

(c) Report of the Secretary-Ceneral on public information activities
(resolution 1997/41, para. 13);

(d) Report of the Secretary-Ceneral on regional arrangenents for the
pronmoti on and protection of human rights in the Asian and Pacific
region (resolution 1998/44, para. 11);



E/ CN. 4/1998/L.1

page 6

10.

(e) Conpr ehensive report of the United Nations H gh Commi ssioner for
Human Ri ghts on the conposition of the staff of the Ofice of the
H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights (resolution 1998/ 46, para. 10);

(f) Report of the Secretary-General on arbitrary deprivation of
nationality (resolution 1998/48, para. 7);

(9) Report of the representative of the Secretary-Ceneral on
internally displaced persons (resolution 1998/50, para. 6);

(h) Report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the question of integrating the
human rights of wonmen throughout the United Nations system
(resolution 1998/51, paras. 5 and 14);

(i) Report of the Special Rapporteur on viol ence agai nst wonen
(resolution 1997/44, para. 14);

(j) Report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the issue of inmpunity
(resolution 1998/53, para. 7);

(k) Report of the Secretary-General on national institutions for the
pronmoti on and protection of human rights (resolution 1998/55,
paras. 12 and 17);

(1) Li st by the Secretary-General of all persons currently nmandated to
carry out the thematic and country procedures, including their
country of origin (resolution 1998/ 74, para. 10 (b)).

Question of the violation of human rights and fundanental freedons in

any part of the world, with particular reference to colonial and other

dependent countries and territories, including:

(a) Question of human rights in Cyprus;

(b) Study of situations which appear to reveal a consistent pattern of

gross violations of hunman rights as provided for in Commi ssion
resolution 8 (XXIl11) and Econonic and Social Counci

resolutions 1235 (XLI1) and 1503 (XLVIII): report of the Wrking
Group on Situations established by Econonic and Social Counci
resolution 1990/41 of 25 May 1990.

Legi sl ative authority: Conmi ssion resolutions 1998/61, 1998/62,
1998/ 63, 1998/64, 1998/65, 1998/66, 1998/67, 1998/68, 1998/69, 1998/ 70,
1998/ 79, 1998/80, 1998/82 and deci sion 1998/ 109.

Document ati on:

(a) Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights
in the Denocratic Republic of the Congo (resolution 1998/61,
para. 5 (c));

(b) Report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the situation of human rights
i n southern Lebanon and West Bekaa (resol ution 1998/62,
para. 6 (b));
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Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights
in Myanmar (resolution 1998/ 63, para. 5 (a));

Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights
in Nigeria (resolution 1998/64, para. 4 (a));

Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights
inlraq (resolution 1998/65, para. 4 (a));

Report of the Secretary-Ceneral on reprisals against those
cooperating with representatives of United Nations human rights
bodi es (resolution 1998/ 66, para. 6);

Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights
in the Sudan (resolution 1998/ 67, paras. 23-24);

Report of the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, sumary or
arbitrary executions (resolution 1998/68, para. 8 (a));

Report of the Special Representative on the situation of human
rights in Rwanda (resolution 1998/ 69, para. 27);

Report of the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts on
the work of the Human Rights Field Operation in Rwanda and on the
i mpl enentati on of resolution 1998/69 (resolution 1998/ 69,

para. 29);

Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights
i n Afghanistan (resolution 1998/ 70, para. 10);

Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights
in Equatorial Guinea (resolution 1998/71, para. 16);

Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights
in Bosnia and Herzegovi na, the Republic of Croatia and the Federa
Republ i ¢ of Yugosl avia (Serbia and Mont enegr o)

(resolution 1998/ 79, para. 51);

Report of the Special Representative on the situation of human
rights in the Islam c Republic of Iran (resolution 1998/ 80,
para. 5 (a));

Report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the situation of human rights
in East Tinor (statenment agreed on by consensus by the Comnr ssion
made by the Chairnman on 24 April 1998);

Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights
in Burundi (resolution 1998/82, para. 26);

Report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the question of human rights in
Cyprus (decision 1998/109).
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11. Measures to inprove the situation and ensure the human rights and
dignity of all mgrant workers.

Legi sl ative authority: Conmi ssion resolutions 1998/ 15 and 1998/ 16.
Docunent ati on
(a) Report of the Secretary-Ceneral (resolution 1998/15, para. 7);

(b) Report of the working group of intergovernnental experts on the
human rights of migrants (resolution 1998/ 16, para. 6).

12. Hunman rights and scientific and technol ogi cal devel opnents.

Legi sl ative authority: Conmi ssion resolution 1997/71 and
deci si on 1997/122

Documnent ati on:

(a) Report of the Secretary-Ceneral on human rights and bioethics
(resolution 1997/71, para. 7);

(b) Report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the followup to the guidelines
for the regulation of computerized personal data files
(deci sion 1997/122).

13. Racism racial discrimnation, xenophobia and related intol erance.

Legi sl ative authority: Conmi ssion resolutions 1995/11 and 1998/ 26.
Docunent ati on:

(a) Annual report of the Secretary-General (resolution 1995/11,
para. 22);

(b) Report of the Special Rapporteur on contenporary forns of racism
raci al discrimnation, xenophobia and rel ated intol erance
(resolution 1998/26, para. 32);

(c) Prelim nary anal ytical study on the objectives of the Wrld
Conf erence agai nst Raci sm Racial Discrimnation, Xenophobia and
Rel ated I ntol erance by the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for
Human Ri ghts (resolution 1998/ 26, para. 55);

(d) Conpendi um of references to publications and other works on the
fight against racismby the United Nations H gh Comr ssioner for
Human Ri ghts (resolution 1998/ 26, para. 57);

(e) Report of the Secretary-Ceneral (resolution 1998/26, para. 62).

14. Status of the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts.

Legi sl ative authority: Conmi ssion resolutions 1998/8 and 1998/9.
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Docunent ati on:
(a) Yearly suppl ement on changes in | aw and practice concerning the
death penalty by the Secretary-General (resolution 1998/8,

para. 5);

(b) Report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the status of the Internationa
Covenants on Human Ri ghts (resolution 1998/9, para. 18).

Report of the Sub-Conm ssion on Prevention of Discrinnation and
Protection of Mnorities on its fiftieth session.

Legi sl ative authority: Conmi ssion resolutions 1997/20, 1998/28, 1998/29
and 1998/ 30 and deci si on 1998/ 105.

Docunent ati on:
(a) Updat ed report of the Secretary-CGeneral on the question of renoval
of organs and tissues of children and adults for comrerci al

purposes (resolution 1997/20, para. 5 (a));

(b) Report of the Chairnman of the Sub-Conm ssion (resolution 1998/ 28,
para. 11);

(c) Report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the question of m ninmm
humani tari an standards (resol ution 1998/ 29, para. 5);

(d) Report of the Secretary-Ceneral on traffic in wonen and girls
(resolution 1998/30, para. 10).

Ri ghts of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and
linguistic mnorities.

Legi sl ative authority: Conmi ssion resolution 1998/19.
Docunent ati on:
Report of the Secretary-Ceneral (para. 14).

Advi sory services in the field of hunan rights.

Legi sl ative authority: Conmi ssion resolutions 1998/57, 1998/58, 1998/59
and 1998/ 60.

Documnent ati on:

(a) Annual report of the Secretary-General on technical cooperation in
the field of human rights (resolution 1998/57, para. 14 (b));

(b) Report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the inplenentation of the
programe of technical cooperation in Haiti (resolution 1998/58,
para. 8);
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18.

19.

(c) Report of the I ndependent Expert on the situation of human rights
in Haiti (resolution 1998/58, para. 12);

(d) Report of the I ndependent Expert on the situation of human rights
in Somalia (resolution 1998/59, para. 5);

(e) Report of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on
the situation of human rights in Canbodia (resolution 1998/60);

() Report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the role of the Ofice of the
H gh Comm ssi oner for Human Rights in assisting the Government and
peopl e of Cambodia in the pronmption and protection of human rights
(resolution 1998/60, para. 23).

| npl enentation of the Declaration on the Elinination of Al Forns of

Intol erance and of Discrimnation Based on Religion or Belief.

Legi sl ative authority: Conmi ssion resolution 1998/18.
Docunent ati on:
Report of the Special Rapporteur (para. 14).

Rights of the child, including:

(a) Status of the Convention on the Rights of the Child,

(b) Report of the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography;

(c) Programme of Action for the Elinm nation of the Exploitation of
Child Labour

(d) Question of a draft optional protocol to the Convention on the
Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution
and child pornography, as well as the basic nmeasures needed for
their prevention and eradication.

Legi sl ative authority: Conm ssion resolutions 1993/79, 1998/ 75 and
1998/ 76.

Documnent ati on:

(a) Report of the Sub-Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and
Protection of Mnorities on the state of inplenentation of the
Programe of Action for the Elimnation of the Exploitation of
Chi |l d Labour (resolution 1993/79, para. 8);

(b) Report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the inplenentation of
resol uti on 1998/ 75 (para. 11);



20.

21.

E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ L. 1
page 11

(c) Report of the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography (resolution 1998/76, para. 8 (a));

(d) Report of the working group on a draft optional protocol to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children
child prostitution and child pornography (resolution 1998/ 76,
para. 9 (b));

(e) Report of the working group on a draft optional protocol to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvenent of
children in arnmed conflicts (resolution 1998/ 76, para. 14 (c));

(f) Report of the Secretary-General (resolution 1998/76,
para. 23 (a));

(9) Annual report of the Special Representative on the inpact of armed
conflict on children (General Assenbly resolution 51/77,
para. 37).

Followup to the Worl d Conference on Hunan Ri ghts.

Legi sl ative authority: Comm ssion resolutions 1997/69 and 1998/ 78.
Docunent ati on:

Report of the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts on the
conprehensive inplementation of the Vienna Declaration and Progranme of

Action (resolution 1997/69, para. 14).

| ndi genous i ssues.

Legi sl ative authority: Conm ssion resolutions 1998/13, 1998/ 14 and
1998/ 20.

Docunent ati on:

(a) Updat ed annual report of the H gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts on
the International Decade of the Wirld s Indigenous People
(resolution 1998/13, para. 12);

(b) Progress report of the working group on a draft declaration
(resolution 1998/ 14, para. 6);

(c) Report of the working group on proposals for the possible
establ i shment of a permanent forum for indigenous people
(resolution 1998/20, para. 6).
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22.

23.

Draft provisional agenda for the fifty-sixth session of the Conm ssion.

Legi sl ative authority: Econom ¢ and Soci al Counci
resol ution 1894 (LVII).

Docunent ati on:
Not e by the Secretary-Ceneral containing the draft provisional agenda
for the fifty-sixth session of the Conm ssion, together wth information

concerni ng docunentation relating thereto.

Report to the Economic and Social Council on the fifty-fifth session of
t he Conmm ssi on.

Legi sl ative authority: rule 38 of the rules of procedure of the
functional comm ssions of the Econom ¢ and Social Council.



