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Addendum

1. In its resolution 1997/30 of 11 April 1997, the Comr ssion on Human

Ri ghts requested the Hi gh Commr ssioner for Human Rights to transmt the report
of the second workshop on a permanent forum for indigenous people within the
United Nations systemto Governnments, relevant United Nations bodies,

organi zati ons and speci al i zed agenci es, and i ndi genous organi zations for their
comments and to subnmit the comments received to the Conmission at its
fifty-fourth session. The present docunment contains the comrents received as
at 16 March 1998.
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DENMARK
[10 March 1998]
[ Engli sh]
1. The | arge nunber of participants is a clear indication that there is a

growing interest in all parts of the United Nations systemand in the

i nternational comunity for the project of a pernanent forum A substantia
exchange of views took place, and a fruitful debate was held during the

wor kshop in a true spirit of partnership.

2. The report (E/CN. 4/1998/11) reflects fully the conprehensive and rich
debate which took place in Santiago de Chile.

3. At the workshop Denmark presented a working paper containing an outline
of a permanent forum for indigenous people which is annexed to the report of
the workshop. The outline presents concrete suggestions as to name, mandate,
pl acenent within the United Nations system |ocation, menbership, period of
menber shi p, procedure and financing of such a permanent forum

4, Wth regard to the discussion of the mandate (paras. 19-24), Dennmark

wi shes to clarify that the nandate shoul d be subject to a revision clause in
order that necessary changes concerning nandate, structures and procedures of
the permanent forum nay be made in the |ight of experiences gained over a
certain period of tine.

5. Concerning financial inplications (para. 32), Denmark would like to
comment that the fact that a pernmanent forumis funded fromthe United Nations
regul ar budget shoul d not exclude the possibility of providing voluntary
funds.

6. Finally, Denmark fully supports the suggestion in the final section of
the report that the Conmi ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-fourth session
shoul d consider how to further the process of the establishnent of a permanent
forum for indigenous people within the United Nations system inter alia
through the drafting of concrete proposals to this effect and bearing in mnd
the possibility of submtting the matter to the Econom ¢ and Soci al Counci

for action.

| NTERNATI ONAL WORK GROUP FOR | NDI GENOUS AFFAI RS

[16 March 1998]
[ Spani sh]

The IWG A transmitted the text of a declaration on a permanent forum
adopted at the Second International |ndigenous Conference on the Permanent
Forum for | ndi genous Peoples held in Panama from4 to 6 March 1998.
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Decl arati on of the Second International Indigenous Conference
on a Permanent Forum for |ndi genous Peopl e

Ukupseni, Kuna Yal a, Panama
4-6 March 1998

We, the representatives of the indigenous peoples neeting in Kuna Yal a,
Panama, from4 to 6 March 1998

Bearing in mnd United Nations resolutions and decl arati ons such as
t hose on indigenous peoples in relation to the establishnent of a permanent
forum for indigenous people within the United Nations system

Article 1.2 of the United Nations Charter, in which the United Nations
reaffirnms as its purpose the devel opnment of friendly relations anong nations
based on respect for the principle of equal rights and sel f-determ nation of
peopl es, and other appropriate neasures to strengthen universal peace;

- The Vi enna Decl aration and Programre of Action adopted by the
Wor | d Conference on Human Ri ghts (A/ CONF. 157/23), which nentioned
the need for a permanent forum for indigenous peoples within the
United Nations system

- Article 22 of the United Nations Conference on Environnent and
Devel opnent, the Ri o Declaration on Environnment and Devel oprent,
and chapters 11 and 26 of Agenda 21 relating to indigenous people;

- United Nations General Assenbly resol ution 50/157, in which the
establishnment of a permanent United Nations forumis identified as
one of the inportant objectives of the International Decade of the
Worl d' s | ndi genous Peopl e;

- The Secretary-Ceneral's review of the existing mechani sns,
procedures and progranmes within the United Nations concerning
i ndi genous peopl e, which concludes that there are no
Uni ted Nations nechani sns that give indigenous people the
opportunity to take part in decision-making, and that there is no
regul ar exchange of information between Governnents, indigenous
peopl e and the United Nations system

- The Decl aration of the First International I|ndigenous Conference
on a Permanent Forumin the United Nations System held in Tenuco,
Chile, from6 to 9 May 1997

- The report of the first workshop on a pernmanent forum for
i ndi genous people within the United Nations system held in
Copenhagen, Denmark, from 26 to 28 June 1995 in accordance with
t he Comm ssion on Hunman Ri ghts resol uti on 1995/ 30
(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 4/ 1995/ 7) ;

- The report of the second workshop on a permanent forum for
i ndi genous people within the United Nations system held in
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accordance with Conmmi ssion on Human Rights resolution 1997/30 in
Santiago, Chile, from 30 June to 2 July 1997 (E/ CN. 4/1998/11 and
Add. 1),

Call for the speedy establishnment of a permanent forum for indigenous people
within the United Nations system reporting directly to the Econom c and
Soci al Council (ECOSOC) and having the follow ng characteristics:

1. MANDATE
- Promoti on of peace and prosperity for indigenous people;
- All matters relating to indigenous people;

- Coordination within the United Nations systemof activities
relating to indigenous peopl e;

- Gui dance and advice to States, specialized agencies and ot her
rel evant bodi es;

- Di ssem nation of information on the conditions and needs of
i ndi genous peopl e;

- Pronmoti on of understandi ng between peoples with a viewto
facilitating the prevention and peaceful settlenment of disputes;

- Formul ati on of all reconmendations on any issue affecting
i ndi genous peopl e;

- Conpliance with existing national and international norns;

- I ssuing of proposals for harnonizing norms or laws with
international law in the area of indigenous issues.

2. TERMS OF REFERENCE

The permanent forumis ternms of reference should include: civil
political and social rights of indigenous people, cultural rights, human
rights, lands and territories, environnment, health, children, wonen,
devel opnent, education, coordination of the activities of United Nations
bodies relating or referring to indigenous people, biodiversity,
constitutional reformw th enphasis on recognition of the cultural diversity
of States, conflict prevention, devel opnment of national |egislation as regards
the rights of indigenous people, right to life, inpact of disasters caused by
human activity on indi genous people, pronotion of the world view of indigenous
peopl e, mechani snms for nonitoring the inplementation of l[egislation relating
to i ndi genous people, reconstitution of indigenous peoples, indigenous
econony, natural resources, training on the United Nations system exam nation
of the legal diversity of countries where indigenous people live and the
effect of this pluralism the devel opnent of |anguage in furtherance of rights
of indi genous people instead of customary |aw or normative systens, the
growi ng use of the death penalty, recovery of indigenous |ore, ethnol ogy,
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i ndi genous sci ence and technol ogy, indigenous people living in border regions,
formul ati on of proposals for indigenous people living in national border zones
to have freedom of nobvement across borders.

3. COVPCSI T1 ON

As i ndi genous people, we have the right to participate fully and
actively in the permanent forum as equal partners with Governnents. W
propose that there should be an equal nunber of government and indi genous
representatives. United Nations specialized agencies, non-governnenta
organi zati ons and i ndependent experts should have the opportunity to
participate in the permanent forum s deliberations as observers w thout the
right to vote.

The size of the nenbership should be |eft open, but we think that there
shoul d be between 5 and 10 i ndi genous representatives.

The relationship between the permanent forum and the Whrking G oup on
| ndi genous Popul ati ons

We consi der:

That the existing Wrking G oup on Indigenous Popul ati ons has uni que
characteristics as regards the participation of indigenous people, unlike any
ot her body within the system

That the achi evenents of the Wirking G oup on | ndigenous Popul ati ons and
the inter-sessional Wrking Goup of the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts have been
and are, fundanental to the indigenous nmovenent and should therefore be taken
into account in the discussion on the permanent forum

That they are two different bodies of vital inportance; they should
t herefore conpl ement each other and one should not substitute for the other
which could result in strategies at variance with the indi genous novenent;

That the Working Group on Indigenous Popul ations is a technical body,
whereas the permanent forumis a political body, and therefore they are not in
conflict with each other;

That the role of the Wirking G oup is confined to the formul ati on of
i nternational norns for the protection of the human rights of indigenous
people, while the role of the permanent forumis rmuch broader, enconpassing
human rights anong other nmatters

That in the United Nations systemthere are exanples of bodies which
deal with the same issues such as the Commttee on the Elimnation of
Di scrimnation agai nst Wonen and the Commi ttee against Torture. Therefore,
t he establishnment of the forum and the sinultaneous existence of the Wrking
Group are not inconpatible
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We concl ude:

That the permanent forum and the Wrking G oup are necessary and
i mportant platforns for our participation in the United Nations system in
order to apply the international provisions relating to our rights as
i ndi genous peopl e;

That the establishnment of the permanent forumis an inmportant objective
as a political organ at the highest level which will permt our broad
participation in the United Nations systemin areas of concern to us;

That there should be a close relationship between the permanent forum
and the fulfilment of the Working Group’'s mandate for the approval of the
United Nations Declaration on the Ri ghts of Indigenous Peoples and ot her
i ssues of relevance to us as indigenous peopl e;

That once the forumis established and its nandate and ternms of
reference deci ded, the nandate of the Wirking G oup should be reviewed so that
the latter conplenents the nandate of the permanent forum

That in pursuance of the Wirking G oup's nandate, we as indi genous
peopl es should consolidate its effectiveness in the discussion of the topics
of the United Nations Declaration on the Ri ghts of Indigenous Peoples and
ensure that the Group's work is relevant to the new needs of indigenous
peopl e;

That it is necessary to strengthen our participation in the Wrking
Group in order to ensure the approval of the United Nations Declaration on the
Ri ghts of | ndigenous People and the establishnment of a permanent forumwthin
the framework of the Decade

That the Sub-Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection
of Mnorities and the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts should continue to entrust to
the Working Group normative tasks and specific actions for the pronotion and
protection of the rights of indigenous people.

Ukupseni, Kuna Yala (Panama), 6 March 1998



