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Not e by the Secretary-General

1. The eighteenth session of the Conmttee on Economi c, Social and Cultura
Ri ghts, established in accordance with Econom ¢ and Soci al Counci

resol ution 1985/17, will be held at the United Nations O fice in Geneva from
27 April to 15 May 1998. The first neeting will be convened on Monday,

27 April 1998 at 10.30 a.m

2. The attached provisional agenda and annotations for the eighteenth
session of the Committee have been prepared by the Secretary-General in
accordance with rule 4 of the rules of procedure of the Committee.

3. The attention of the States parties is drawn, in particular, to the

annotations to item6 containing the list of reports that will be before the
Committee at its eighteenth session
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PROVI SI ONAL AGENDA
1. Adopti on of the agenda.
2. Organi zati on of work.
3. Substantive issues arising in the inplenmentation of the Internationa

Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

4. Fol l ow-up to the consideration of reports under articles 16 and 17 of
t he Covenant.

5. Rel ations with United Nations organs and other treaty bodies.
6. Consi derati on of reports:

(a) Reports submtted by States parties in accordance with
articles 16 and 17 of the Covenant.

(b) Reports subm tted by specialized agencies in accordance with
article 18 of the Covenant.

7. Ceneral discussion: "d obalization and its inmpact on the enjoynent of
econonm ¢ and social rights”

8. Submi ssion of reports by States parties in accordance with articles 16
and 17 of the Covenant.

9. Formul ati on of suggestions and recommendati ons of a general nature based
on the consideration of reports submitted by States parties to the
Covenant and by the specialized agencies.
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ANNCTATI ONS

1. Adoption of the agenda

Under rule 5 of the rules of procedure, the first itemon the
provi si onal agenda of any session shall be the adoption of the agenda, except
for the election of its officers when required under rule 14. |n accordance
with rule 6 the Commttee, during a session, may revise the agenda and may, as
appropriate, add, delete or defer itens.

2. Organi zation of work

In accordance with rule 8 of its rules of procedure, at the begi nning of
each session, the Committee shall consider appropriate organizational matters,
i ncluding the schedule of its neetings. |In this connection, the attention of
the nmenbers of the Committee is drawn to the draft programme of work for the
session, prepared by the Secretary-Ceneral in consultation with the
Chai rperson of the Commttee and in accordance with established practice
(E/C.12/1998/L.1).

3. Substantive issues arising in the inplenentation of the Internationa
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

The Committee decided at its fourteenth session (28 April-17 May 1996)
that as fromits fifteenth session its discussions relating to the
i mpl enentati on of the Covenant (NGO hearings, nethods of work, etc.) would be
conducted under this agenda item

4. Followup to the consideration of reports under articles 16 and 17 of
t he Covenant

At its fourteenth session, the Conmittee on Economnic, Social and
Cultural Rights, recognizing the inportance of periodically review ng the
i npl enmentation by States parties of its suggestions and recommendati ons,
requested the Secretariat to submt to it, as fromthe fifteenth session, a
docunent indicating all cases where a follow up had been suggested by the
Conmittee. In this connection, the attention of the nmenbers of the Committee
is drawn to docunent E/C. 12/1998/3 which contains the requested information.

5. Relations with United Nations organs and other treaty bodies

The Conmittee decided at its sixth session to nom nate individua
menbers to foll ow the work of each of the other treaty bodies. Such nenbers
are to follow as closely as possible the work of the relevant commttees, to
liaise where possible with menbers of these committees and to present an ora
report on devel opnents of both a procedural and substantive nature in their
wor k whi ch appeared to be of specific relevance to the work of the Conmittee
(E/ 1992/ 23, paras. 371-373).
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6. Consi deration of reports

(a) Reports submitted by States parties in accordance with articles 16 and
17 of the Covenant

In accordance with rule 61, paragraph 2, of its rules of procedure, the
Committee shall normally consider the reports submitted by States parties
under article 16 of the Covenant in the order in which they have been received
by the Secretary-General. Representatives of the reporting States are
entitled to be present at the neetings of the Commttee when their reports are
exam ned; such representatives should be able to nake statenents on the
reports submtted by their Governments and reply to questions which may be put
to them by the nenbers of the Committee.

At its seventeenth session, the Cormittee requested the
Secretary-Ceneral to schedule six reports fromfour States parties for
consideration at its eighteenth session. The Commttee also decided to
conduct at its eighteenth session a review of the inplenentation of the
provi sions of the Covenant in Sol onon |slands, which has not submtted any
report since ratifying the Covenant in 1982, on the basis of any information
that may be available to it.

In accordance with rule 62, paragraph 2, of the Conmttee's rules of
procedures, the Secretary-Ceneral has informed the States parties concerned of
t he opening date and duration of the eighteenth session of the Committee as
well as of the dates at which their respective reports will be exam ned and
has invited themto send representatives to attend the neetings of the
Conmi ttee.

As at 15 February 1998, the reports listed bel ow had been received by
the Secretary-General. The reports of the States parties which are schedul ed
for consideration by the Comrittee at its eighteenth session are identified by
an asterisk. The tentative tinetable for consideration of those reports,
prepared by the Secretary-Ceneral in consultation with the Chairperson of the
Committee, is contained in docunent E/ C 12/1998/L. 1.

Initial reports concerning articles 1 to 15 of the Covenant

Ni geri a* E/ 1990/ 5/ Add. 31
Sri Lanka* E/ 1990/ 5/ Add. 32
Switzerl and E/ 1990/ 5/ Add. 33
I rel and E/ 1990/ 5/ Add. 34
Caner oon E/ 1990/ 5/ Add. 35
Armeni a E/ 1990/ 5/ Add. 36
Ceorgi a E/ 1990/ 5/ Add. 37

Egypt E/ 1990/ 5/ Add. 38
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Second periodic reports concerning articles 1 to 15 of the Covenant
Net her | ands* E/ 1990/ 6/ Add. 11, 12, 13
Tuni si a E/ 1990/ 6/ Add. 14
| cel and E/ 1990/ 6/ Add. 15
Argentina E/ 1990/ 6/ Add. 16
Jordan E/ 1990/ 6/ Add. 17
Bel gi um E/ 1990/ 6/ Add. 18

Third periodic reports concerning articles 1 to 15 of the Covenant

Cypr us E/ 1994/ 104/ Add. 12
Pol and* E/ 1994/ 104/ Add. 13
Ger many E/ 1994/ 104/ Add. 14
Denmar k E/ 1994/ 104/ Add. 15
Bul gari a E/ 1994/ 104/ Add. 16
Canada E/ 1994/ 104/ Add. 17
Mexi co E/ 1994/ 104/ Add. 18
Italy E/ 1994/ 104/ Add. 19
Por t ugal E/ 1994/ 104/ Add. 20

(b) Reports submitted by specialized agencies in accordance with article 18
of the Covenant

In accordance with rule 67 of its rules of procedure, the Conmittee is
entrusted with the task of considering the reports submtted by specialized
agencies pursuant to article 18 of the Covenant.

In accordance with rule 68 of the rules of procedure, the representatives
of the specialized agencies concerned may nmake statements on matters falling
within the scope of the activities of their respective organization in the
course of the discussion by the Conmttee of the report of each State party to
the Covenant. The representatives of the States parties presenting reports to
the Committee shall be free to respond to, or take into account, the statenents
made by the specialized agencies. The Secretary-Ceneral has invited the
foll owi ng specialized agencies, United Nations organs and fi nanci al
institutions to send representatives to attend the neetings of the Committee:

I nternational Labour Organization (1LO, Food and Agriculture O ganization of
the United Nations (FAO, United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultura
Organi zation (UNESCO, World Health Organi zation (WHO), Ofice of the

United Nations Hi gh Commi ssioner for Refugees (UNHCR), United Nations

Devel opment Progranme (UNDP), United Nations Conference on Trade and

Devel opment (UNCTAD), Joint United Nations Programe on Hl V/ Aids (UNAIDS),
International Mnetary Fund (I MF) and the Wrld Bank

Any report which may be received fromthe specialized agencies under
article 18 of the Covenant will be made available to the Commttee in due
cour se.

7. General discussion: “Gobalization and its inpact on the enjoynent of
econom ¢ and social rights"

At its seventeenth session, the Committee deci ded that Monday,
11 May 1998 woul d be a day of general discussion devoted to the inpact that
gl obalization may have on the enjoynent of econom c and social rights.
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8. Subni ssion of reports by States parties in accordance with articles 16
and 17 of the Covenant

In accordance with rule 59, paragraph 1, of its rules of procedure, the
Committee shall at each session consider the status of subm ssion of reports
under article 16 of the Covenant and may meke appropriate recommendations to
the Council, including reconmmendations to the effect that the Secretary-Genera
shoul d send rem nders to States parties fromwhich reports have not been
received.

The Conmittee will have before it under this itemthe foll ow ng document:

A note by the Secretary-General on the States parties to the Covenant and
the status of submi ssion of reports (E/C 12/1998/2).

9. Fornmul ation of suggestions and reconmendations of a general nature based
on the consideration of reports subnitted by States parties to the
Covenant and by the specialized agencies

Pursuant to rule 64 of its rules of procedure, the Comrittee may wish to
make suggestions and reconmendati ons of a general nature on the basis of its
consideration of reports subnitted by States parties and the reports submtted
by specialized agencies, in order to assist the Council to fulfil, in
particular, its responsibilities under articles 21 and 22 of the Covenant. The
Committee may al so wi sh to meke suggestions for consideration by the Counci
with reference to articles 19, 22 and 23 of the Covenant.



