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1. The Anglican Consultative Council, through the Anglican Comruni on O fice
at the United Nations, representing 70 mllion persons in 165 different
countries around the world is pleased to share its thoughts before the
esteened del egates and representatives of this fifty-fourth session of the
United Nations Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion

2. The Anglican United Nations O fice wishes to share its deep concern
about the continued political crisis in East Tinmor. Reports from a nunber of
sources still indicate a high level of tension within the region.

particul ar concern is the continued pattern of human rights abuses agai nst the
peopl e of East Tinor by Indonesian mlitary forces. Part of the reason for
the escalation in human rights abuses appears to be due to the reluctance of

t he Government of |ndonesia to prevent its armed forces fromcommtting

unl awful abuses. Clearly there is much to be done by Indonesia's mlitary
forces in abiding by international humanitarian standards which seek to
protect innocent civilians, non-conbatants, and those taken prisoner during
conditions of armed conflict.

3. The probl em which continues to persist in the region is exacerbated by
t he dom nance of weapons, snall arns, and continuous re-supply of mlitary
hardware. Ammesty International, in a June 1997 report, brought to light the

fact that the sale of arns and transfers of mlitary equi pment continue to
under m ne human rights in Indonesia and East Tinor.

4, As a community of faith concerned about the sanctity of life and
affirmng the dignity of every human being, we are quite distressed to learn
about the efforts of various Governments to sell or to transfer various Kkinds
of military and security equi pnent to the Indonesian nmilitary forces. These
weapons have been m sused for the purpose of intimdating peacefu
denonstrations or others engaged in non-violent civil protests against the
Gover nnment .

5. Amesty reports indicated that subrmachi ne guns, supplied in 1995 by a
Eur opean country, were used by Indonesian security forces. Assault rifles,
under a licence fromanother country in Europe, were made in Indonesia and
used by security forces. There have been reports of foreign conpani es based
in Europe providing firearnms, marksmanshi p and counter-insurgency training to
the I ndonesian mlitary. The sale of arnoured personnel carriers and water
canons with chem cal dye, sales of arnmoured patrol vehicles fitted with
machi ne guns, and the sale of other mlitary equipnent by other countries have
under mi ned opportunities for peace in the region

6. If progress towards a peaceful settlenent is to be achieved, then an
i nternational ban on weapons sales to the Indonesian nmilitary forces is
clearly necessary. W therefore urge the Conmission to press its menber
Governments to desist fromthe sale of weapons to conmbatant forces in

I ndonesi a.

7. It is indeed disturbing to learn that despite the creation of a
Nat i onal Commi ssion on Human Rights, certain police and military units
continue to tolerate acts of violence, random nurder and torture against the
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civilian population. Clearly, in the interest of justice and fundanenta

human rights, the Government of |ndonesia nust nake stronger efforts to ensure
that such practices do not continue. In this context, we urge the Comm ssion
to urge the Governnent of Indonesia to:

(a) Respect and defend the rights of those who may choose to express
di ssenting opi nions through peaceful neans;

(b) Support the creation of a civilian police force consistent
with the recommendati on of the United Nations Special Rapporteur in his
Novenber 1994 report;

(c) Closely nmonitor the conduct of its police and mlitary forces and
assunme responsibility for ensuring that civilians are not subjected to human
rights violations, torture, summary arrest or acts of nurder; the mlitary and
police forces are also to refrain fromtorturing prisoners and engaging in
other forns of ill-treatnent;

(d) Devel op an independent, fair and transparent judiciary in
East Tinor that will hold trials and di spense justice in strict conformty
with international standards of fairness;

(e) Provi de access to independent international human rights nonitors.

8. The interests of justice and the defence of fundanental human rights
require that Governnents take an active role in protecting civil liberties and
fundanmental human freedons. Clearly, the continuing violence in East Tinor
reveal s how much progress still needs to be nade by the Government of

I ndonesia. At the sane tinme, nmeaningful efforts to ensure peace in East Tinor
can only occur if the international conmunity cooperates to make this
possible. The sale of arns and security equi pnent to the Government's
mlitary and security forces clearly counteracts efforts to bring about

| asting peace in the region. Such activities need to cease in the interests
of peace and regional security.



