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V/ritten statem.ent submitted by the A n t i - S l a v e r y Society a 
non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n i n c o n s u l t a t i v e s t a t u s , 

VvTiy a s p e c i a l working group on indigenous peoples 

The A n t i - S l a v e r y Society has w r i t t e n t h i s stptement i n co-operation with the 
Workgroup Indi . ' - in P r o j e c t , which i s the o r g a n i z i n g committee of the Fourth R u s s e l l 
Tribunal on the Rights o f the Indians i n the Americas, This t r i b u n - 1 was held i n 
the Netherlands i n 1980. The d e t a i l s about t h i s i n t e r n a t i o n - i l event pre m.entioned 
i n our o r a l st^tem_ent presented to the Sub-Coanission. 

The j u r y of the Fourth R u s s e l l T r i b u n a l mientions "s i t s recoiTiríiendation C21 

"The Sub-Coimnission on the .Prevention of Discrimin'^tion and the p r o t e c t i o n 
of m i n o r i t i e s of the Commission on Hurn--̂ n Rights i s requested to set up ̂  
permanent c-xmrnittee f o r the e f f e c t i v e and continuous p r o t e c t i o n ff the r i g h t s 
o f indigenous peoples. Indigenous peoples should have the r i g h t to Gomm.unicate 
with t h i s coimaittee and a fund should be es t a b l i s h e d to provide a s s i s t a n c e to 
such groups f o r the purpose o f these communications." 

We, the ¿nti-Slavery So c i e t y , went to support t h i s recojamendвtion and would l i k e 
i t to be executed by the Sub-Comj:iissior-c, I n t h i s statem.ent Vv>e w i l l present some 
arguments why such a permanent co.mmittee (or working group я s aimed by the IITC япи 
the s p e c i a l rapporteur on t h i s subject î-fr, Martinez de C^bo) i s a n e c e s s i t y . 

The problems indigenous peoples a l l over the world яге f a c i n g i n t h e i r s t r uggle 
to continue t h e i r way of l i f e show a rem^rk^ble resem.blance. They are almost i n 
every country under extreme pressure of the n a t i o n a l s o c i e t y t o î-'asimil^te, t o i n t e g r a t e 
and to adp.pt t'~, that s o c i e t y . Often t h i s i s o c c u r r i n g with the use of v i o l e n c e --f 
the n a t i o n a l Gnvsrnment. In .other c o u n t r i e s i t i s a slower urocess by which 
indigenous peoples sec them.selves l i m i t e d i n t h e i r choice f o r a w?y of l i f e . ' 

Therefore the r i g h t s of indigenous peoples need to be protected by e f f e c t i v e 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i Z " t i ' . ) n s . During the p r e s e n t a t i o n of the l/'j v o lum iOs of the f i n ^ l 
document of the Fourth E u s s o l l T r i b u n a l t o the represent-'tive of the Secretary-Gener-^l 
of the United N-tions, on 28 J u l y 1981, the re p r e s e n t a t i v e S 9 i d • 
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"Ènd t h e n i n a d d i t i o n t o t r a n s m i t t i n g t h i s t o t h e S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l , w e v / i l l o f 
c o u r s e for-w-'^rd i t , f o r , a l l y , t o the Hun-n R i g h t s Commission i n G-enev-i ( . . . . ) . 
I w^nt t o a s s u r e you th-'t - ,̂ '3 you have noted a l r e a d y - th.-^t t h e q u o s t i e n o f t h e 
I n d i g e n o u s P e o p l e s i s under a c t i v e c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s , «nd 
s p e c i f i c ^ - l l y i n the Sub-Commission. I¡vA I c o n v i n c e d t h a t t h i s i s an a r e ^ 
t h a t i s g o i n g t o c o n t i n u e t o •^ibti'in t h e a t t e n t i o n , t h a t i t d e s e r v e s . " 

R e c e n t l y i n d i g e n o u s p e o p l e s have a r r i v e d on t h e f r o n t pages o f most newspapers 
^Tid by t h a t way t h e y - - t t r a c t e d t he a t t e n t i o n o f "Imost e v e r y •-•uthority i n 
i n t e r n i ^ t i o n ^ - ^ l human r i g h t s . T h i s c a n m a i n l y be expl.-^ined by tho u r g e n c y o f t h e • 
problems -nd t h e gro w i n g c o n s c i o u s n e s s o f t h e indigeno-as p e u p l e s t h e m s e l v e s . These 
a r e " I s o s o n e of t h e ro'-sons why t h e c r e a t i f n o f я v;orking group f o r t h i s problem i s 
n e c e s s a r y . i.s t h e m ^ i n r e - s o n s can bo mentioned Î 

1. Many i n d i g e n o u s p e o p l e s a r e f a c i n g s e r i o u s t h r e a t s f o r t h e i r d e s t r u c t i o n 
p e o p l e . P o r a e r l y theymanaged t o c o n t i n u o t h e i r way o f l i f e i n s o c a l l e d " r e g i o n e s de 
r e f u g i o " , ягояз w i t h n o t v e r y f p v o u r a b l e l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s as r e g p r d a c l i m a t e яп"! s o i l , 
where t h e y l i v e d r e l a t i v e l y i s o l a t e d f r o m t h e w e s t e r n s o c i e t y . D u r i n g t h e c'-G.oniol 
егя t h e y had been f o r c e d t o stяy t h e r e ;->nd/or l e p g t t o go t h e r e , i f t h e y wpnted to 
m a i n t a i n t h e i r i d e n t i t y . I n r e c o n f t r n e s t h e s e я^еяз -'ГО under p r e s s u r e o f the 
nяtionяl s o c i e t i e s , m a i n l y bec->use t h e i r s o i l s contяin t h e есягсе r e s o u r c e s modern 
s o c i e t y i s I'Toking f o r . 

2. The second r e a s o n i s , p o s s i b l y as an яnswer t o t h e s e t h r e a t s , the growth o f 
i n d i g e n o u s o r g a n i z a t i o n s . Not o n l y i n e v e r y c o u n t r y i n the w e s t e r n hemisphere have 
been c r e a t e d i n d i g e n o u s o r g a n i s a t i o n s , b u t a l s o on a r e g i o n a l and g l o b o l l e v e l . 
Examples a r e t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l I n d i a n T r e a t y C o u n c i l , tho Consejo R e g i o n a l de Indígenas 
en C e n t r a l i i m e r i c a , t he Consejo Indígena de Sud i k i e r i c a puf' the World C o u n c i l o f 
I n d i g e n o u s P e o p l e s . i i l l t h e s e o r g a n i z p t i o n s n ^ v e found the way t o i n t e r n a t i o n a l p u b l i c 
o p i n i o n . These o r g a n i z a t i o n s t r y t o f i n d a l l p o s s i b l e means f o r я s o l u t i o n •"•p the 
problems o f t h e i r members. They e x e r t a growing p r e s s u r e on governments »nd 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z p t i e n s . Л permanent w o r k i n g group c o u l d f u n c t i o n as a сЬяппеЬ 
f o r communication f o r t h i s p r e s s u r e . T h i s wo-aid be a r e a l c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e 
improvement of p e a c e f u l i n t e r - e t h n i c r e l a t i o n s . 

3. I n d i g e n o u s n a t i o n s i n гляпу co-u n t r i e s do n o t have e f f e c t i v e a c c e s s t o n a t i o n a l law 
c o u r t s t o s e t t l e t h e i r s p e c i f i c c o m p l a i n t s about violñtions o f Ьтляп r i g h t s . S i n c e 
governments u s u a l l y have '^pted f o r an i n t e g r a t i o n p o l i c y c o n c e r n i n g t h e i r e t h n i c ( o r 
p o l i t i c a l ) m i n o r i t y , t h e r e a r e n o t enough p r o v i s i o n s i n n a t i o n a l l a w s t o s e c u r e 
i n d i g e n o u s r i g h t s . T h e r e f o r e t h e y s h o u l d be p r o v i d e d channe-ls t o t h e internationяl 
l a w s . 

4. Many i n d i g e n o u s n a t i o n s i n f a c t have exhausted t h e p o s s i b i l i t i e s t h e y have i n 
n a t i o n a l l a w s . They have t o d i r e c t t h e m s e l v e s t o a t h e r c h p n n e l s and the U n i t e d N-^tions 
would be t h e a p p r o p r i a t e body to p r o v i d e t h o s e chanoaels. 

5. The r e c e n t l y g r o w i n g c o n c e r n f o r i n d i g e n o u s peoples, has mode many p e o p l e p w a r e of 
the e x i s t i n g body of internatifïnal l a w , whi c h i s n o t i n a l l a s p e c t s f p v o u r p b l e t o the 
r i g h t s o f i n d i g e n o u s p e o p l e s . We r e f e r h e r e o n l y t o the ILO C o n v e n t i o n 107 which 
s t i l l s t r e s s e s t h e i n t e g r p f i o n o f i n d i g e n o u s p e o p l e s and the s u g g e s t i o n s o f i n d i g e n o u s 
n a t i o n s t h e m s e l v e s made i n the U e c l o r a t i o n of P r i n c i p l e s f o r the d e f e n c e o f t h e 
i n d i g e n o u s n a t i o n s o f t h e w e s t e r n hemisphere adopted a t the NGO c o n f e r e n c e i n G e n e v p i n 
1977. A permanent w o r k i n g group c o u l d p-^y enough a t t e n t i o n t o the f u r t h e r development 
o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l law a c c o r d i n g t o t h e changed o p i n i o n s o n t h i s . 

6. F i n a l l y t he s t u d i e s o f the s p e c i a l rяpporteur Mr. M-^rtinez de Cobo, to, be f i n i s h e d 
w i t h i n s h o r t t i n e need t o Ъе worked out i n c o n c r e t e measures. Only p w o r k i n g group • 
c o u l d pay p p p r o p r i a t e a t t e n t i o n t o t h i s t a s k . 


