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Indigenou.s peoples throughout the vjorld v v i l l he heartened to heai" that there has 
been a serious c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f the c r e a t i o n of a. United Nations working group on the 
r i g h t s of indjlgenous peoples. Prom, our experience i n vjorking v/ith indigenous 
communities i n the VJestern Hemisioherej \)e know of the very great need f o r such a 
vJorking group. C r e a t i o n of & \iorking group on the r i g h t s of indigenous peoples v - i i l l 
be an important step i n a l l e v i a t i n g the s u f f e r i n g of indigenous groups. 

Indigenous peoples face many seriou,s problems today. Throughout the 
Vfestern Hemisphere, many indigenous peoples are subjected to systematic oppression 
and s u f f e r a b j e c t poverty. Indican communities vjith r i g h t s to vast areas of land are 
p r o h i b i t e d from using t h e i r ovm resources. Ancient indigenous governments, vfhich 
have h e l d legitim^axy vjithin. t h e i r conmniiti-^s and elsevjhere f o r c e n t u r i e s , are being 
attacked. The a c t i v i t i e s of m u l t i n a t i o n c t corporations have devastating e f f e c t s on 
indigenous c u l t u r e s . Even viorse, some multinationads ca.rry on prograimes of a c t i v e 
d e c u l t u r a t i o n . 

In many co-antries i n the'Western Hemisphere, tho n a t i o n a l governments f a i l to 
p r o t e c t indigenous r i g h t s a.nd very o f t e n enGa.,ge i n o u t r i g h t a t t a c k s on. indigenoiis 
communities. 

Indigenou.s peoples a l l over the world face s i m i l a r problems. The root problem 
i n v o l v e s more than the oppression of i n d i v i d u a l indigenous people, which i n i t s e l f 
i s a grave problem. Uut much more im p o r t a n t l y the b a s i c s t r u c t u r a l problem i s the 
refusad. to recognize the r i g h t s of ind.igenous peoples to t h e i r community land, c u l t u r e , 
and self-government. 

This problem o f r e f u s a J to recognize the r i g h t s of indigenous conmiunities.. i s not 
a tra.nsient problem. v;hich can be solved with- a chaîige i n n a t i o n a l govermaent or p o l i c y 
I t i s a constant problem, which e x i s t s i n varying degrees v/ithout regard to any 
p a r t i c u l a r p o l i t i c a J regime or govermient. 
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This problem of l a c k of r e c o g n i t i o n of indigenous coramiuiity r i g h t s to land, 
cultuire 3.nd self-goveriTüient i s a proper concern of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l cornmunity. 
Throughout the l-festern H e m i s p h e r e d o m e s t i c lav/ does not recognize v a l i d t r e a t i e s 
w i t h indigenous nations and peoples and the inherent r i g h t s h e l d b j indigenous 
communities. In many c o u n t r i e s , domestic law imporjes s p e c i a l d i s a b i l i t i e s ajid 
r e s t r i c t i o n s on the r i g h t s of indigenous peoples to b e heard i n court. These 
r e s t r i c t i o n s a.pply to indigenous peoples rsolely because of t h e i r ra.ce. Therefore, 
indigenous communities are i n c r e a s i n g l y I r i n g i n g t h e i r problems to the United Nations 
and other i n t e r n a t i o n a l bodies. The voliime of cormmanications and complaints made ' by 
indigenous peoples to the United Nations i s r a p i d l y inci"Gasin?/, even though fev; 
people knovj of the a v a i l a b i l i t y of i n t e r n a t i o n a t f o r a . 

Over the l a s t fev- yea^rs, indigenous peoples i n C e n t r a l and South America, h3,ve 
becom.e much b e t t e r organized. JJespite t e r r i b l e cufferi}a¿.' and oppression, indigenous 
peoples are d.eveloping s t r a t e g i e s f o r auction. Shut out of t h e i r ovni domestic c o u r t s , 
these people are increo.singly l o o k i a c to i . n t e i i i a t i o n a l hum.a.n r i g h t s law and proced-uxes 
f o r redress of t h e i r grievances. 

The problems of indigenous peoples are unique and thus re quire s p e c i a t i z e d , 
c a r e f u l a n a l y s i s . Som.e problem^G of gross huxian r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s , such as t o r t u r e 
f o r example, are urimistalcable and i n s t a n t l y condemnal)le. But \/ith respect to the 
problems faced b y indigenous communities, however, i d^entifying- the p r e c i s e contours 
of the problems of hvmian r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s i s sometuaes d i f f i c i i l t . To p r o p e r l y 
address and understand the v i o l a t i o n s of the human r i g h t s of indigenous peoples, 
s p e c i a l i z e d and d e t a i l e d a n a i y s i s i s sometimes reciuii - ed . . In order to disentangle 
and unravel the problems of indigenous peoples i n the l/estern Hemisphere from^ three 
to f o u r hundred years of colonia.l h i s t o r y , c a r e f u l stud-jr and. l e g a i a n a l y s i s i s 
i-eqviired. 

The present s u f f e r i n g of indigenous peoples miast not be l e f t to the h i s t o r i a n s 
and l i b r a r i a n s . We arc not t a i k i n g about h i s t o r y , b u t r a t h e r serious and continviing 
p a t t e r n s of abuse of Human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s vihich p e r s i s t tod.ay. 

A body i s needed, to u'ork on easing the Ьлпэп r i g h t s probl.emc of indigenous 
peoples; j u s t a.s bodies have been created f o r c e r t a i n other hrjnan r i g h t s problems. 
The v i o l a t i o n s of the human r i g h t s of indigenous peoples must not' and cannot be l e f t 
i n some dark corner, but must be faced openly and fr a n i c l y . A • working group i s 
e s s e n t i a l i n order to focus p a o i t i c u l a r e x p e r t i s e on-anravelliag these problems. This 
working group should loc-as o.n modern human r i g h t s guaranteed by inta r n a . t i o n a l la\;. 
The world miist not leava indigenous peoples entangled i n the соЬ\;еЬз of c o l o n i a l 
h i s t o r j ^ . 

The problems of indigenous people have been under study by t h i s body f o r many 
years. Nov; i s the time to buiild. on such study, to apply t h e i n s i g h t s andi 
understandings such study, bring-G f o r t h . .A. s p e c i a l i z e d group i s v i t a l to g i v i n g the 
appropriate a t t e n t i o n demanded b y t h i s unicue problem. 

Indigo-nou.s Tjeoplen do not y e t have a,n a , p p r o p r i a t G i n t e r n a t i o n a l forimi d.esigned 
e s p e c i a l l y f o r hearing t h e i r .ccncerns. E f f o r ' t g to r a i s e t h e problems of indigenous 
communities i n InternationaiL fora, h a v e procesdad v.vithout proper focu.s, under age.nda 
items and i n f o r a nob o r i g i n a l l y intended and not aderuatoly s u i t e d to give f u l l 
a t t e n t i o n to the problems of indigenous communities. The v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s 
of indigenous peoples causo problomo of l i f a and death p r c p o r t i o n n . For indigenous 
peoples i n the Western Hemisphere, -fche b a s i c i-aeot.ion i s s u r v i v a l . I f more indigenous 
comiirunities are e r a d i c a t e d from the pl a n e t , V;G v / i l l a].l be much poorer. Indigonous 
people ha.ve s u f f e r e d too much already. Por "iie sakG of t h e c u r v f - y a l of -these people, 
we must not t u r n away our eyes. Creating a worlin/ï group i s c r i t i c a l and must b e 
d.one soon. 


