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Indigenous peoples throughout the world will be heartened to hear thet there has
been a serioug consideration of the creation of a United Netions working group on the
rights of indigenous peoples. From our experience in working with indigenous
communities in the VWestern Hemisphere, we kinow of the very great nced for such a
workinz group. Creation of a working grouvp on the rights of indigenous peoples will
be an important sten in alleviating the suffering of indigenous groups.

Indigenous peovles face many serioug nrovlems today. Throughoul the
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Western Hemigphere, many indigenous peoples are subjected to systematvic oppregsion
and suffer abject poverty. Indioan communities with rights to vast areas of land are
prohibited from using their own regources. Ancient indigenous govermments, which
have neld legitimacy within their communiti-s and elsewhere for centuries, are belng
attacked. The activities of mulitinationzl corporaticns have devastating effects on
indigenous cultures. Bven worge, some multinationals carry on programmeg of active
deculturation.

In meny countries in the Western Hemisphere, the national govermments fail o
protect indigenous righte and very often engage in outright attacks on indigenous

communities.

Tndigenous peoples all over the world face similar provblems. The root problem
involves more then the oppression of individual indigenous people, which in itseld
ig a grave problem. But much more importently the basic structural problem is the
refusal to recognize the rights of indigenous peoples to their community land, culture,
and self-govermment.

This problem of refusal to recognize the rights of indigenous communities. is not
a transient prcblem, which can he sclved uith a change in national government or policy.
It is a constant problem, which exists in varying degrees without regard o any
particular political rdgime or govermment.

GE.81-12114


file:///iorking

T/CN. 4/Sub.2/NG0.89
page 2.

This problem of lack of wecognition of indigenous community rights to land,
culture and self-govermacnt is a proper concern of the internationsl cormmunity.
Throughout the Vestern lemicpherc, domestic lau does not recognize valid treaties
with indigenous naticns and peoplen and the inherent rights hald by indigenous
communities. In M“*y countrieg, domestic lavr immozes hecvol Qloal ities and

1i
restrictions on the rights of indigenous peonles to he heerd in court. These
restrictions apply tb indigenous neoplcs solely becanse of their race. Therefore,
indigenous communities are incressi Tringing thelr problems tc the United Uﬂulon”
and other internationsl bodies. The volume of communicatlong and complaints m:‘e DYy

indigenous peoples to Lthe United lations is renidly increasir
peonle know of the availehilii interLatlthl fora,

Over the lrev few years, indigenous peonles in Central and South Amcrica have
hecome mach better orgonized. Desplie terrible guffering and oppression, indigenous
peoples zre developlng stratesies for action, Shut out of th01r owr domestic courts,
these people are increcsingly looking *to international X ] we and procedures
for redress of their grievances

The problems of indigenous peon1en ore “hi(UQ anﬂ thas réguifé gpecialized,
careful analysis. Some probl _ violaticons, cuch oo borture
for example, are vanis akable nd 3 ndemnable. Bui with respect to the
provlems faced by indigenous communities, howecver, identifying the nrecise contours
of the problems of human rights violations.is sonetimes difficvlt. To properly

address and understand the violations of the human wishts of indigenous pcoples,
speclalized and detailed analysis ic sometines required. In order to disentangle
£ indigenous veoples in the Vestern lemisphere from three

and unravel the problems of
to four hundred vears of co
reguired,

olonial history, careful study and legal analysis is

O“

The present suffering of lﬂdl\,ﬂﬂb” neonles must not be left to the hi ria
L
librariens. We arc not talking about Lo rather serious and cont nllng
QLU <;u_L 193 WNanl riLsNTe VioLAat ns ,f.L;.;Clx :J;,__.J_.-‘_‘J(/ vOCay .
pqt erng of abuse of human rightc \(ﬂ?ﬂ"l@ﬂo whi persist today

problemg of ‘“dL“OﬁOL

H ther human rights problems.
The violations of the human ) ¢ , maet not and cannot be left
in some dark corner, but must be Taced ovnenl: u;i “,—ﬂklr. 4 vorking group is
essential in order to particuls i unravelling these problems. This
working group should focus on modern huina _‘ng“ LUa ranteed by international leou.

The world must not leav in the cobuehs of colonial
history.

A Dbody is needed to work on
peonlo ; just as bodies have beon

body for marmy

The problems of indigenous peonle hove been under study by this body
years, MNow isg the time to Huild on such study, to apply the insighte and
understandings such gbudy brings Tovth. ! npeelel zed groun is vitel o giving the

anded

approvnriate attention de

Indigenous meoplen do not yot il international forue degigned
especially for hearing their concerns., LEffor to “aiso the problems of indigenous
communities in internotiocnal fore hove i
itens and in fora nct originally intend
attention to the problems of indigenous
of indigenoun peonles cause problsnms of lif: and
peoples in the Western Hemigohere, the basic (qasiLo
communities are ersdicated ) widl
people have guffered fco mu
we must not turn
done ©00il,

ut proper focus, uinder agenda
: suited to give full
1 tilong of humen right
! For indigenous
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