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c o n s u l t a t i v e s t a t u s , oategoiy I I 

Tlie I n t e r n a t i o n a l Indian Treaty Council (lITC) was founded i n 1974 w i t h the 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n of 9S Indian n a t i o n s and comm^unities of the VJostern Hemisphere. • I t i s 
i n category I I c o n s u l t a t i v e s t a t u s w i t h the Economic and S o c i a l Council of the 
United Nations-, and i s a. member of the Conference of Non-Governmental Organizations, 
and of the Committee of Non-Govomncntal Organizations on Huma.n Eifjtats (Geneva). 

The Internationa.! Indian Treaty Council, recognizes the emerging negative trend 
i n tho world i n terms of human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s ajid r e a i l i z e s the grave da^nger t h i s 
trend poses f o r the atready s u f f e r i n g Indian peoples o f the Americas, 

The g e o p o l i t i c a l p o s i t i o n i n g of tho ¥estетлl Powers has given the green l i g h t to 
those régimes i n the Americas vihich have, i n recent yea,rs, been engaged i n l a r g e - s c a l e 
a,buso of human r i g h t s . The group tha/fc i s the s i n g l e l a r g e s t v i c t i m o f haman r i g h t s 
abuses,in the Western Hemtsphoro i s the imierican Indian îiation. 

Yet i t seems â s i f a c u r t a i n o f i n v i s i b i l i t y has been placed around tho s i t u a t i o n 
of Indian peoples of the /imericas. - As Mr. Tan Bovon so l u c i d l y p o i nted out on „ 
Monday, ''the m^ajority of tho -world's indigenous peoples rem.ain s i l e n t s u f f c r o r s whoso 
voi c e s are ra,rely hoa.rd". • 

From the Conclusions of the Fourth R u s s e l l T r i b u n a l on ''The Rights of the Indians 
of the Americas" h e l d i n Rotterdajm, the Netherlands, i n N'ovem.ber I98O, the observation 
was made? 

"The program o f c u l t t i r a l d e s t r u c t i o n and s o c i a l oppression of the n a t i v e 
peoples of the j\iHericas d i d not cease when the severail c o u n t r i e s of the 
iunerican continents declared t h e i r independence (natiorihood), On the contrary, 
they simply asstmied new fozms. Since then, the machinery of i n t e r n a t 
c o l o n i a l i s m has been continuously c o n s o l i d a t e d , r u t h l e s s l j r seeking the 
d i s i n t e g r a t i o n of Indian communities. Now we are seeing an i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n o f 
aggression l e d by goverrinental and l o c a l i^uling groups, o f t e n dominated by 
tra/nsnational centers of newer." 
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Tile d e v a s t a t i n g e f f e c t s of coloniaüsm and the d e n i a l of the erijoyiaont of hiœian 
r i g h t s f o r Indian peoples o f the iimerice^s,, i n c l u d i n g the deniaî of the r i g h t to-
self-^detormina.tion, poor h e a l t h and soci0„l - c o n d i t i o n s r e s u l t i n g from government 
p o l i c i e s and i n e q u i t a h l e économies, the f o r c i b l e t ransference.of Indian, c h i l d r e n from 
t h e i r homes and coinnunities to f o r e i g n environments, the partne.rship of p o l i c i e s 
between governments and r e l i g i o u s m i s s i o n a r i e s intended to d i s l o c a t e India,n s o c i e t i e s 
and-"destroy Indian languages" and c u l t u r e s , the continued s t e r i l i z a t i o n caiipaigns 
a,gainst Indian women and m.en aimed at iiapeding p o p u l a t i o n growth of Indian peoples, 
whose populations were airea.dy decima„ted by severaJ. c e n t u r i e s of the most barbavrous 
c o l o n i a l i s m , the re p r e s s i o n 01 Indian, o r g a n i z a t i o n s , and. the imprisonjaent, 
a s s a s s i n a t i o n , tortn.re and kidnapping of Indian l e a d e r s азге uixiistalíea»bly c l e a r i n 
t h e i r genociclal and ethnocidaol i m p l i c a t i o n s . 

V/ith the present r a t e of responso from, t r e i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, the future 
i s indeed daj^k f o r the Red People o f the Western Hemisphere. I t i s incomprehensible 
t h a t the United Nations and a l l i t s bodies have someho-.,- l o s t s i g h t o f the deplorable 
sitri.ation of the 80 m i l l i o n Indian people of the iimericcas. 

The Intema,tional Indian ЧтерЛу Council's constituency, the Indian peoj)les of 
the Western Hemisphere, have p a t i e n t l y awaited t h e Sub-Cc'Tmission Study on Indigenous 
Peoples of the \ i o r l d . Although the i n c l u s i o n of Indian people of the /miericas w i t h i n 
t h i s catego'ry g r e a t l y d i l u t e s the g r a v i t y of the p a r t i c u l a r s i t i i a t i o n of India^ns of 
the M e r i c a s , even an e a r l y r e l e a s e .of.tho Siib--ComEiission's report could hs.ve been a 
c o n s t r u c t i v e step toward the' ô.evelopment of a mechanism to monitor, deba/be, and nalce 
progress i n the area o f the enjoyment of human r i g h t s f o r the Indian peoples o f thé 
Americas. Now tha.t the study i s near completion, the InternationaJ. Indian Treaty 
Council. ..firmly endorses Mr. Van Eoven's c a l l f o r moving quickly-"from, the sta.ge o f 
studying to the stage o f a.ction, b e a r i n g i n mind t}ia„t the p l i g h t of indigenous peoples 
i s an a c j t e one, and. one which cannot a i f o r d the passage of much more time without 
appropriate .action.". 

The I n t e r n a t i o n a l Ind.ian Treaty Council c a i l s upon the d i s t i n g u i s h e d members of 
the Sub-Commission to consider tlie d eteriora.ting situa.tion o f the human r i g h t s o f 
India.n peoples of the jimerica.s. 

T].ie Intemci,tiona,l Indian Treaty Council 3?ecomFiend.s that the Sub-Commission talce 
the f o l l o w i n g a c t i o n : 

1. Establish'a. c o n t i n u i n g rapporteur on t h e indigenous question; 

2. E s t a b l i s h a, working group on indigenous peoples which would provide a system 
of f a c t - f i n d i n g a.nd reg"'alar r e p o r t s ; 

5. , Agree i n p r i n c i p l e on the neccs'sity f o r a. Decl3.ra.ti0n, and e v e n t u a l l y , a 
Covenant, on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, i n the d r a f t i n g of which indigenou.s 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s would p a r t i c i p a t e . 
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