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Senegal (on behalf of the African Group): draft resolution

1998/... Situation of human rights in Burundi

The Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts

M ndful of the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration
of Human Ri ghts and the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts,

Reaffirming its commtment to respect for the principles of the rule of
l aw, which involve denocracy, national unity, pluralismand respect for human
rights and fundanmental freedons,

Stressing that all States have the duty to pronote and protect human
rights and to fulfil their obligations under the various instruments to which
they are parties,

Consi dering Security Council resolution 1072 (1996) of 30 August 1996,

Recalling its resolution 1997/77 of 18 April 1997,

Noting with concern that violations of human rights and fundament al
freedons have taken place in several parts of the country,

Recalling that the primary responsibility for peace lies with the

Gover nment and peopl e of Burundi,
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Acknow edgi ng the efforts nmade by the United Nations, the Organization

of African Unity and the European Union ainmed at contributing to a peaceful
settlement of the Burundian crisis,

Accl ai mi ng the decision of the Government of Burundi to l|aunch a
conmpr ehensi ve peace process whose main objective is the initiation of
nationwi de political negotiations open to all parties,

Wel coni ng the decision of the Government of Burundi to commit itself to
the Arusha process whose main objective is the resunpti on of negotiations open
to all the parties concerned,

Consi dering that effective action to prevent further violations of human
rights and fundanmental freedons is indispensable in pronmpting the
stabilization and reconstruction of Burundi and the |lasting restoration of the
rule of |aw,

Recogni zi ng the inportant role of women in the reconciliation process
and search for peace, and urging the Governnent of Burundi to ensure the equa
partici pation of wonen in Burundian society and to inprove their |iving
condi ti ons,

Taking into account the regional summits, including those held in

Arusha, Nairobi and Brazzaville, on the situation in the Great Lakes region,
and in Burundi in particular,

Consi dering the decisions, conclusions and recomendati ons adopted by
the Council of Mnisters of the Organization of African Unity in Tripoli

1. Takes note of the third report of the Special Rapporteur on the
situation of human rights in Burundi (E/CN.4/1988/72) and of his report to the
General Assenbly (A/52/505);

2. Takes note of the efforts exerted by the Governnent of Burundi to
i mprove security and public order in the country, but expresses its concern at
actions which sonetines lead to human rights viol ations;

3. Encour ages the countries which inposed sanctions on Burundi to
continue to evaluate the effects of the sanctions on the situation in Burundi;

4. Takes note of the process of closing down of the regroupnment canps
and exhorts the Governnent of Burundi to close down all the remaining
regroupnment canps in order to allow the return of displaced persons to their

vill ages, as and when the situation pernits;
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5. Encour ages the Government of Burundi to continue its actions ained
at associating all sectors of Burundian society in the work of nationa
reconciliation and at the restoration of a constitutional order so as to bring
back denocracy and peace in the interest of the Burundi an popul ati on;

6. Encour ages the dialogue initiated between the Governnent of
Burundi and the National Assenbly to decide upon a mutually agreed
transitional period, and al so di al ogue between Burundi ans, including the armed
factions, with a viewto putting in place new, denocratically elected

institutions;

7. Urges all parties to the conflict to end the cycle of violence and
killing, notably the indiscrimnate violence against the civilian popul ation;
8. Expresses its concern at the forcible recruitment and ki dnapping

of children by non-governmental arnmed groups, and invites the Government of
Burundi to take measures to conmbat that trend having in mnd the
non-mlitarization of Burundian society, particularly the children;

9. Exhorts the parties to facilitate humanitari an assi stance

operations in aid of war victims and to conply scrupulously with internationa
humani tari an | aw

10. Notes that the Government of Burundi has not yet published the
findings of the inquiries conducted into the nurder of three staff nenbers of
the International Conmittee of the Red Cross which took place on 4 June 1996
and again exhorts the Government to publish the findings of those inquiries;

11. Takes note of the efforts of the Governnent of Burundi ained at
ensuring that established | egal safeguards for human rights and internationa
human rights standards are fully respected and calls upon the Government to
continue its efforts to that end;

12. Notes with concern the conditions of detention, in particular of
persons liable to the death penalty, and encourages the Governnment to take
nore nmeasures to rectify the situation;

13. Invites the Governnment of Burundi to take nore measures, including
in the judicial sphere, to put an end to inpunity, in particular by bringing
to trial those responsible for violations of human rights and of international
humanitarian law, in accordance with relevant international principles, and
urges the Government to accelerate the specific procedures for inquiries in

case of violation of those rights;
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14. Expresses its deep concern at the serious violations of human

rights and international humanitarian law, in particular with regard to
information reporting massacres, enforced or involuntary di sappearances, and
arbitrary arrests and detention, while also taking note of the encouraging
signs in the conbat against inmpunity and for the pronmotion of human rights on
the part of the Governnent of Burundi

15. Expresses its concern at the utilization, by the authorities, of

civilians for nmilitary tasks such as participation in night patrols,
m ne-cl earance canpai gns or transport of mlitary material, thereby putting
the civilian popul ation in danger;

16. Wel cones the efforts of the Government of Burundi to ensure the
safety of staff of the United Nations and humanitarian organi zati ons and t hat
of individuals in Burundi serving in the sane cause;

17. Commends the human rights observer mission in Burundi for the
activities it is conducting in the field, welcomes the cooperation afforded to
it by the Government of Burundi, and calls for the strengthening of that
observer mssion through voluntary contributions;

18. Supports the efforts of the nediators of the United Nations, the
Organi zation of African Unity and the European Union in the search for a
| asting solution to the problens of Burundi;

19. Calls upon all parties to the conflict in Burundi to work
constructively with the international mediators in the search for a lasting
peace;

20. Encour ages the Organi zation of African Unity in its efforts,
particularly through its Mechanismfor Conflict Prevention, Management and
Resol ution, to remain engaged in preventing the further deterioration of the
situation;

21. Expresses its concern at the | arge nunber of incidents as a result

of which persons are injured or killed by the explosion of anti-personne
| andnmi nes and calls upon the Governnent of Burundi to take urgent measures, if
necessary with the assistance of the international community, to prepare a

progranme of mine clearance and a public awareness canpai gn concerning nines;
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22. Calls upon the international conmunity to continue to provide
humani t ari an assi stance needed by di spl aced persons and returnees in Burundi,
so that the peace process initiated in the country nay become a tangible sign
of reconciliation;

23. Condemms the illegal sale and distribution of weapons and rel ated
mat eri al s which disturb peace and security in the region;

24. Requests States not to allow their territories to be used as bases
for incursions or attacks against another State, in violation of the
principles of international law, including the Charter of the United Nations;

25. Supports the inplementation by the United Nations
Hi gh Conmi ssi oner for Human Rights of a progranme of assistance designed for
menbers of the armed forces and the police in the field of human rights and
| egal assistance;

26. Decides to extend the nandate of the Special Rapporteur for one
year and ask himto submt an interimreport on the situation of human rights
in Burundi to the General Assenbly at its fifty-third session, and a report to
the Commission at its fifty-fifth session, requesting himto give his work a

gender - speci fic di nensi on.



