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1998/ 72. The right to devel opnent

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

GQui ded by the Charter of the United Nations, expressing in particular
the determnation to pronote social progress and better standards of life in
| arger freedomas well as to enploy international nechanisns for the pronotion
of the econom ¢ and soci al advancenent of all peoples,

Recalling that the Declaration on the Ri ght to Devel opnent adopted by
the General Assenbly in its resolution 41/128 of 4 Decenber 1986 confirned
that the Right to Devel opnent is an inalienable human right and that equality
of opportunity for devel opnent is a prerogative both of nations and of
i ndi vi dual s, who nake up nations,

Noting that the World Conference on Hunman Rights reaffirmed the right to
devel opnent as a universal and inalienable right and an integral part of al
fundamental human rights,

Recogni zi ng that the Declaration on the Right to Devel opment constitutes
an integral |ink between the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the
Vi enna Decl arati on and Progranme of Action (A/ CONF.157/23) through its
el aboration of a holistic vision integrating econom c, social and cultura
rights with civil and political rights,

Expressing its concern, on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of

the Uni versal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, that the unacceptable situation of
absol ute poverty, hunger, and di sease, |ack of adequate shelter, illiteracy
and hopel essness renains the |ot of over one billion people,

Enphasi zi ng that the pronotion, protection and realization of the right
to devel opnent is an integral part of the pronotion and protection of al
human ri ghts,

Noting that the human person is the central subject of devel opment and
t hat devel opnent policy should therefore nake the human being the main
partici pant and beneficiary of devel opnent,

Stressing the inportance of creating an econom c, political, social
cultural and | egal environment that will enable people to achieve socia
devel opnent,

Affirm ng the need to apply a gender perspective in the inplenentation
of the right to development, inter alia by ensuring that wonen play an active

role in the devel opnent process,
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Enphasi zi ng that the enpowernent of wonen and their full participation
on a basis of equality in all spheres of society is fundanental for
devel opnent,

Underlining the fact that realization of the right to devel opnent
requires effective devel opnent policies at the national level, as well as
equi tabl e econom c rel ations and a favourabl e econom c environnment at the
i nternational |evel

Wel coming in this regard the adoption by the General Assenbly of the
Agenda for Devel opment whi ch declares that devel opnent is one of the main
priorities of the United Nations and ainms at invigorating a renewed and
strengt hened partnership for devel opnent, based on the inperatives of nutua

benefits and genui ne interdependence,

Noting with concern that the Declaration on the Ri ght to Devel opnent is
insufficiently dissem nated and should be taken into account, as appropriate,
in bilateral and nultilateral cooperation progranmes and nati onal devel opnent
strategi es and policies and activities of international organizations,

Recalling the need for coordination and cooperation throughout the
United Nations systemfor a nore effective pronotion and realization of the
right to devel opnent,

Underlining the inportant role of the United Nations Hi gh Conm ssioner
for Human Rights in the pronotion and protection of the right to devel opnent,
as mandated in paragraph 4 (c) of General Assenmbly resolution 48/ 141 of
20 Decenber 1993,

Recalling its resolution 1997/72 of 16 April 1997 and noti ng
General Assenbly resolution 52/136 of 12 Decenber 1997,

Taking note with interest of the report (E/ CN. 4/1998/29) subnitted by

the Intergovernnmental G oup of Experts, including the proposed strategy
cont ai ned therein, and wel cones in particular the recommendation that a
foll ow-up mechani sm shoul d be established to ensure pronotion and

i npl enentation of the Declaration on the Right to Devel opnent,

1. Reaffirms the inportance of the right to devel opnent for every
human person and all peoples in all countries, in particular the devel oping
countries, as an integral part of their fundanental human rights as well as
the potential contribution its realization could nake to the full enjoynment of

human rights and fundanental freedons;
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2. Recogni zes that the fiftieth anniversary of the Universa
Decl aration of Human Ri ghts provides an inportant opportunity to place al
human rights at the top of the global agenda and, in this context, the right
to devel opment in particular

3. Reiterates that:

(a) The essence of the right to devel opnent is the principle that the
human person is the central subject of developnent and that the right to life
includes within it existence in human dignity with the m ni mum necessities of
life;

(b) The exi stence of w despread absolute poverty inhibits the full and
effective enjoynent of human rights and renders denocracy and popul ar
participation fragile;

(c) For peace and stability to endure, national action and
i nternational action and cooperation are required to pronote a better life for
all in larger freedom a critical element of which is the eradication of
poverty;

4, Reaffirms that denocracy, devel opment and respect for human rights
and fundanental freedons, including the right to devel opnent, are
i nt erdependent and nutually reinforcing, and in this context affirnms that:

(a) Devel opnent experiences of countries reflect differences with both
progress and setbacks, and that the devel opment spectrum has a wi de range, not
only between countries but also within countries;

(b) A nunber of devel oping countries have experienced rapid economc
growh in the recent past and have becone dynami c partners in the
i nternati onal econony;

(c) At the sane tinme the gap between devel oped and devel opi ng
countries remains unacceptably w de and devel oping countries continue to face
difficulties participating in the globalization process, and many ri sk being
mar gi nal i zed and effectively excluded fromits benefits;

(d) Denocracy, which is spreading everywhere, has raised devel opnent
expectations everywhere; that their non-fulfilment risks the rekindling of
non-denocratic forces and that structural reforns that do not take socia
realities into account could destabilize denpcratization processes;

(e) Ef fective popul ar participation is an essential conponent of

successful and | asting devel opnent;
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(f) Denocracy, respect for all human rights and fundanental freedons,
including the right to devel opnent, transparent and account abl e governance and
adm nistration in all sectors of society, as well as effective participation
by civil society, are an essential part of the necessary foundations for the
realization of social- and peopl e-centered sustainabl e devel opnment;

(9) The participation of developing countries in the internationa
econom ¢ deci si on-maki ng process needs to be broadened and strengt hened;

5. Urges all States to elimnate all obstacles to devel opnent at al
| evel s, by pursuing the pronotion and protection of econom c, soci al
cultural, civil and political rights and by inplenmenting conprehensive
devel opnent programmes at the national |evel, integrating these rights into
devel opnent activities, and by pronoting effective international cooperation

6. Reaffirms that all human rights are universal, indivisible,

i nterdependent and interrelated and that the universality, objectivity,
inmpartiality and non-selectivity of the consideration of human rights issues
nmust be ensured;

7. Affirms that international cooperation is acknow edged nore than
ever as a necessity deriving fromrecognized mutual interest, and therefore
that such cooperation should be strengthened in order to support the efforts
of devel oping countries to solve their social and econom c problens and to
fulfil their obligations to pronote and protect all human rights;

8. Wel cones the intention of the Secretary-General to give high
priority to the right to devel opnent and urges all States to further pronote
the right to developnent as a vital elenent in a bal anced human rights
pr ogr ame;

9. Al so wel cones the high priority devoted by the H gh Conm ssi oner

for Human Rights to activities relating to the right to devel opment, and urges
the O fice of the Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Human Ri ghts to continue inplenenting
Conmi ssion resolution 1997/72, in particular with regard to:

(a) Exam ni ng ways and neans to provide the Declaration on the Ri ght
to Devel opnent with a profile commensurate with its inportance

(b) Continuing to accord priority to the right to devel opnment and
provi di ng commensurate support in ternms of staff, services and resources for
its programmatic follow up

(c) Ensuring wi despread di ssem nation and pronotion of the Declaration

on the Right to Devel opnent, in close cooperation with States and
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i ntergovernmental organizations, national institutions, acadenmi a and
i nt erested non-governnental organizations worldw de, inter alia through
wor kshops and sem nars

(d) Projecting the role and inportance of the right to devel opnent
in activities being organi zed as part of the celebration of the
fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights;

(e) Consulting regularly on a formal and informal basis with al
States on the followup to the Declaration on the Right to Devel opnent;

(f) The wel cone initiative to organi ze regional sem nars which should
focus on all aspects of the realization of the right to devel opnent;

(9) Undertaking with the Wirld Bank a di alogue with regard to the
right to developnent, including initiatives, policies, programres and
activities that can promote the right to devel opment, and i nform ng Menber
States on a regular basis of the progress in such a dial ogue;

10. Decides, in view of the urgent need to make further progress
towards the realization of the right to devel opnent as el aborated in the
Decl arati on on the Right to Devel opnent, to reconmend to the Economi ¢ and
Soci al Council the establishnent of a follow up nmechanism initially for a
period of three years, consisting of:

(a) The establishment of an open-ended working group to neet for a
period of five working days each year, after the fifty-fifth and
fifty-sixth sessions of the Conm ssion on Human Rights, with a mandate to:

(i) Moni t or and review progress made in the pronotion and

i mpl enentation of the right to devel opnent, as el aborated in
the Declaration on the Right to Devel opnent, at the nationa
and international |evels, providing reconmendati ons thereon
and further analysing obstacles to its full enjoynent,
focusi ng each year on specific comrtnents in the
Decl arati on on the Right to Devel opnent;

(ii) Revi ew reports and any other information submtted by
States, United Nations agencies, other relevant
i nternati onal organi zati ons and non-gover nnent al
organi zations on the relationship between their activities
and the right to devel opnent;

(iii) Present for the consideration of the Conm ssion on Human

Ri ghts a sessional report on its deliberations, including,
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inter alia, advice to the Ofice of the H gh Conmmi ssioner
for Human Rights with regard to the inplenentation of the
right to devel opnment, and suggesting possi bl e progranmes of
techni cal assistance at the request of interested countries
with the aimof pronoting the inplenentation of the right to
devel opnent ;

(b) The appoi ntment by the Chairman of the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts
of an independent expert with high conpetence in the field of the right to
devel opnent, with a mandate to present to the Wrking Group at each of its
sessions a study on the current state of progress in the inplenentation of the
right to devel opnent as a basis for a focused discussion, taking into account,
inter alia, the deliberations and suggestions of the Wrking G oup

11. Invites the H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights to present a report
to the Comm ssion each year for the duration of the nechanism to provide
interimreports to the Working Group and to nake these reports available to
the i ndependent expert, in each case covering:

(a) The activities of her Ofice relating to the inplenmentation of the
right to devel opnent as contained in her nandate;

(b) The inpl enentati on of resolutions of the Conmm ssion and the
CGeneral Assenbly with regard to the right to devel opnment;

(c) I nter-agency coordination within the United Nations system for the
i mpl enentati on of relevant resolutions of the Commission in that regard;

12. Calls upon the Secretary-Ceneral to ensure that the Wdrking G oup
and the independent expert receive all necessary assistance, in particular the
staff and resources required to fulfil their nandates;

13. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assenbly
at its fifty-third session and to the Conm ssion on Human Rights at its
fifty-fifth session a conprehensive report on the inplenmentation of the
various provisions of the present resol ution;

14. Recommends the follow ng draft decision to the Econonic and Soci al
Counci| for adoption

“The Econom c and Social Council, taking note of Comm ssion on

Human Ri ghts resolution 1998/ 72 of 22 April 1998, endorses the

Commi ssion's decision, in view of the urgent need to make further

progress towards the realization of the right to devel opnent as
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el aborated in the Declaration on the Ri ght to Devel opnent, to establish
a followup nechanism initially for a period of three years, consisting
of :
“(a) The establishnment of an open-ended working group to neet for
a period of five working days each year, inter-sessionally after the
fifty-fifth and fifty-sixth sessions of the Comm ssion on Hurman Ri ghts,
with a mandate to
“(1) Moni t or and review progress made in the pronotion and
i npl enentation of the right to devel opnent, as el aborated in
the Declaration on the Right to Devel opnent, at the nationa
and international |evels, providing reconmendati ons thereon
and further analysing obstacles to its full enjoynent,
focusi ng each year on specific comrtnents in the
Decl arati on on the Right to Devel opnent;
(i) Revi ew reports and any other information submtted by
States, United Nations agencies, other rel evant
i nternational organi zati ons and non-gover nnent al
organi zations on the relationship between their activities
and the right to devel opnent;
i) Present for the consideration of the Conm ssion on Human
Ri ghts a sessional report on its deliberations, including,
inter alia, advice to the Ofice of the H gh Conmmi ssioner
for Human Rights with regard to the inplenentation of the
right to devel opnment, and suggesting possi bl e progranmes of
techni cal assistance at the request of interested countries
with the aimof pronoting the inplenentation of the right to
devel opnent ;
“(b) The appointnment by the Chairman of the Conm ssion on Human
Ri ghts of an independent expert with high conpetence in the field of the
right to developnment, with a mandate to present to the Wrking Goup at
each of its neetings a study of the current state of progress in the
i npl enmentation of the right to devel opnent as a basis for a focused
di scussion, taking into account, inter alia, the deliberations and

suggesti ons of the Wrking Goup.”

58t h neeting

22 April 1998

[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. VI.]
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1998/ 73. Host age-t aking

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Recal ling the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, which guarantees
the right to life, liberty and security of person, freedomfromtorture or
degrading treatnment, freedom of nopvenment and protection fromarbitrary
detention,

Taking into account the International Convention against the Taking of

Host ages, adopted by the General Assenbly in its resolution 34/146 of

17 Decenber 1979, which al so recogni zes that everyone has the right to life,
liberty and security of person and that the taking of hostages is an offence
of grave concern to the international community, as well as the Convention on
the Prevention and Punishnment of Crinmes against Internationally Protected
Persons, including D plomatic Agents, adopted by the CGeneral Assenbly inits
resolution 3166 (XXVII1) of 14 Decenber 1973,

Bearing in mnd the pertinent Security Council resolutions condemi ng

all cases of hostage-taking,

Recalling its resolution 1997/28 of 11 April 1997 and ot her previous
resolutions on the subject, in particular its resolution 1992/23 of
28 February 1992, in which it condemmed the taking of any person as hostage,

Concerned that, despite the efforts of the international conmunity, acts
of hostage-taking, in different fornms and mani festations, including,
inter alia, those commtted by terrorists and arned groups, have increased in
many regi ons of the world,

Appeal ing for the humanitarian action of humanitarian organi zations, in
particul ar of the International Conmittee of the Red Cross and its del egates,
to be respected, in accordance with the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and the
Addi ti onal Protocols thereto,

Recogni zi ng that hostage-taking calls for resolute, firmand concerted
efforts on the part of the international comunity in order, in strict
conformty with international human rights standards, to bring such abhorrent
practices to an end,

1. Reaffirms that hostage-taking, wherever and by whonever conmmtted,
is an illegal act ainmed at the destruction of human rights and is, under any
ci rcunst ances, unjustifiable;

2. Condemms all acts of hostage-taking, anywhere in the world;
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3. Demands that all hostages be rel eased i mediately and w t hout any
precondi ti ons;
4, Calls upon States to take all necessary neasures, in accordance

with relevant provisions of international |aw and international human rights
standards, to prevent, conbat and punish acts of hostage-taking, including by
strengthening international cooperation in this field,

5. Urges all thematic special rapporteurs and working groups to
continue to address, as appropriate, the consequences of hostage-taking in
their forthcom ng reports to the Comm ssion

6. Decides to remain seized of this matter

58t h neeting

22 April 1998

[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. VIII.]

1998/ 74. Hunman rights and thematic procedures

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Considering that thematic procedures established by the Commission with
regard to the consideration of questions related to the pronotion and
protection of all human rights have an inportant role anong its human rights
noni t ori ng mechani sns,

Enphasi zi ng the inportance of the inpartiality, objectivity and
i ndependence of the thematic procedures as well as the need for due attention
to violations of human rights wherever they may occur

Noting with satisfaction that an increasing nunber of Governnments have

devel oped a working relationship with the thematic procedures, in particular
in the formof invitations to visits, responses to requests for information
and i nmpl enmentation of recommendati ons, and that numerous non-governnmenta
organi zati ons have al so devel oped a working relationship with the thematic
procedures,

Wel coming the approval of the draft declaration on the right and
responsi bility of individuals, groups and organs of society to prompte and
protect universally recognized human rights and fundanmental freedoms in its
resolution 1998/7 of 3 April 1998,

Enphasi zi ng the obligation of Governments not to subject individuals,
organi zati ons or groups of persons who have provided information to the

speci al procedures to adverse treatnent, as a result of such action
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Recalling the applicability of the provisions of the 1946 Convention on
the Privileges and Inmunities of the United Nations to the work of the experts
of the special procedures systemin the exercise of their functions,

Recalling all its resolutions on human rights and thematic procedures,

Recalling al so:

(a) Recommendat i ons concerning themati c procedures contained in the
Vi enna Decl arati on and Progranme of Action adopted by the Wrld Conference on
Human Ri ghts which called for the strengthening of special procedures;

(b) The Secretary-General's programme for United Nations reform
(A/51/950 and Add. 1-6), which calls for mainstream ng human rights in
United Nations activities,

M ndful of the request of the Secretary-General to the United Nations
Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights to review the human rights machinery and
devel op recomendati ons on possible ways to streamine and rationalize it,
with a viewto strengthening, inter alia, the special procedures,

Wel coming the organi zation by the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for
Human Ri ghts of annual neetings of the holders of mandates, as reconmended by
the Worl d Conference on Human Rights, and the efforts to coordinate activities
anong various mandates in the areas of urgent actions, missions to the field
and rel evant nmeetings and consultations, so as to enhance effectiveness,
taking into account the need to avoid unnecessary duplication and overl appi ng,

Noting that some human rights violations are specific to or primarily
di rected agai nst womren, and that the identification and reporting of these
vi ol ati ons demand specific awareness and sensitivity,

1. Commends those Governments that have invited the thematic special
rapporteurs, representatives, experts or working groups to visit their
countries and devel oped other forns of intensive cooperation with the thematic
procedur es;

2. Encourages all Governnents to cooperate with the Commi ssion
through the pertinent thematic procedures by:

(a) Respondi ng wi t hout undue delay to requests for information made to
them t hrough the thematic procedures, so that the procedures may carry out
their mandates effectively;

(b) Considering inviting thematic special rapporteurs,
representatives, experts and working groups to visit their countries, upon

request;
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(c) Considering followup visits with a viewto the effective
i npl enent ati on of recomendati ons by the thematic procedures concer ned;

3. Invites the Governments concerned to study carefully the
recommendati ons addressed to them under thematic procedures and to keep the
rel evant nechani sns i nfornmed wi thout undue delay on the progress nade towards
their inmplementation

4, I nvites non-governmental organizations to continue their
cooperation with themati c procedures and to ascertain that the materia
provided is as detailed as possible and falls under the mandate of these
pr ocedur es;

5. Requests the thematic special rapporteurs, representatives,
experts and wor ki ng groups:

(a) To make recommendations for the prevention of human rights
vi ol ati ons;

(b) To follow closely and reflect in their reports progress made by
Governnments in the investigations carried out within their respective
mandat es;

(c) To continue close cooperation with relevant treaty bodi es and
country rapporteurs;

(d) To include in their reports information provided by Governments on
foll owup action, as well as their own observations thereon, including in
regard to both problens and i nprovenments, as appropriate;

(e) To include regularly in their reports gender-di saggregated data
and to address the characteristics and practice of human rights violations
under their mandates that are specifically or primarily directed agai nst
worren, or to which wonen are particularly vulnerable, in order to ensure the
effective protection of their human rights;

6. Requests the thematic special rapporteurs, representatives,
experts and working groups to include in their reports conments on probl ens of
responsi veness and the result of analyses, as appropriate, in order to carry
out their mandates even nore effectively, and to include also in their reports
suggestions as to areas where Governments m ght request rel evant assistance
t hrough the programme of advisory services adm nistered by the Ofice of the

Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts;
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7. Requests the Secretary-General, taking note of the recomrendations
of the neetings of the special rapporteurs, representatives, experts and
chai rpersons of working groups, to convene further periodic neetings of al
the thematic special rapporteurs, representatives, experts and chairpersons of
wor ki ng groups of the Conmmi ssion on Human Rights in order to enable themto
continue to exchange views, cooperate and coordi nate nore closely and nake
recommendati ons;

8. Encourages the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for Human Rights,
including in the context of the five-year review of the Vienna Declaration and
Programme of Action to further strengthen cooperation anmong the thematic
speci al rapporteurs, representatives, experts, nenbers and chairpersons of
wor ki ng groups of the Comm ssion and other relevant United Nations bodies,

i ncluding the human rights treaty bodies, with a viewto pronmpting greater
efficiency and effectiveness through better coordination of the various
bodi es, mechani snms and procedures, taking into account the need to avoid
unnecessary duplication and overl apping of their mandates and tasks;

9. Suggests that the special rapporteurs, representatives, experts
and working groups of the special procedures of the Commi ssion, acting within
their mandates, consider how they can al so pronote public awareness about
human rights and about the particular situation of individuals, groups and
organs of society who prompte and protect human rights and fundanenta
freedons;

10. Requests the Secretary-General

(a) To issue annually and sufficiently early, in close collaboration
with the thematic special rapporteurs, representatives, experts and worKking
groups, their conclusions and reconmendati ons, so as to enable further
di scussion of their inplementation at subsequent sessions of the Conm ssion

(b) To present annually a list of all persons currently mandated to
carry out the thematic and country procedures, including their country of
origin, in an annex to the annotations to the provisional agenda of each
session of the Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts;

11. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral, in inplenmenting the

United Nations budget for the current biennium to ensure the availability of

such resources as are necessary for the effective inplenmentation of al
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themati ¢ mandates, including any additional tasks entrusted to the thematic
speci al rapporteurs, representatives, experts and working groups by the

appropriate United Nations organ

58t h neeting

22 April 1998

[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. Xl X ]

1998/ 75. Abduction of children fromnorthern Uganda

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Recalling the principles set out in the Universal Declaration of Human
Ri ghts, the Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treat ment or Puni shnent, the Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in
Persons and the exploitation of the Prostitution of Ohers, the Convention on
the Rights of the Child and the International Covenant on Civil and Politica
Ri ghts,

Recal ling the findings and recommendati ons of the report of the expert
of the Secretary-General on the inpact of armed conflict on children (A/51/ 306
and Add. 1),

Recalling also the Vienna Declaration and Progranme of Action adopted by

the Worl d Conference on Human Rights in 1993 whi ch expressed concern about
viol ati ons of human rights during arnmed conflicts affecting the civilian

popul ati on, especially wonen, children, the elderly and the disabl ed,

Recalling further the obligation of States parties to respect and
strictly observe international humanitarian law in accordance with the Ceneva
Conventions for the protection of war victinms of 1949, the Additiona
Protocol s thereto of 1977 and other principles of international |aw,

Acknow edgi ng the concern expressed in the concluding observations of
the Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC/ ¢/ 15/ Add. 80) about the

abduction, killing and torture of children, as well as the recruitnment of
children as child soldiers, in northern Uganda,

Recogni zi ng the urgent need for the adoption of effective neasures,
nationally, regionally and internationally, to protect the civilian
popul ati on, especially wonmen and children, in northern Uganda fromthe effects
of armed conflict,

Expressi ng profound concern over the continuing abduction, torture,

detention, rape and forced recruitnent of children from northern Uganda,
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1. Takes note of the findings and recomrendati ons contained in the
reports issued in 1997 by United Nations bodi es and organi zati ons and
non- gover nment al organi zati ons on the abduction of children from northern
Uganda,;

2. Concurs with the comments of the Cormittee on the Rights of the
Child on the involvenent of children in the conflict in northern Uganda, in
particul ar the reconmendati on on nmeasures to stop the killing and abduction of
children and the use or children as child soldiers;

3. Condemms in the strongest terns all parties involved in the

abduction, torture, killing, rape, enslavenment and forceful recruitment of
children in northern Uganda, particularly the Lord' s Resistance Arny;

4, Demands the inmedi ate cessation of all abductions and attacks on
all civilian populations and in particular wonmen and children, in northern
Uganda by the Lord' s Resistance Arny;

5. Calls for the imediate and unconditional release and safe return
of all abducted children currently held by the Lord' s Resistance Arny;

6. Requests the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victins of
Torture, established by the General Assenbly in its resolution 36/151 of
16 Decenber 1981, to provide assistance to the victins and their fanmlies
suffering fromthe effects of torture inflicted by the Lord s Resistance Arny;

7. Urges all Menber States, international organizations, humanitarian
bodi es and all other concerned parties with any influence on the Lord's
Resi stance Arny, to exert all possible pressure on it to release, inmediately
and unconditionally, all children abducted from northern Uganda;

8. Demands that all parties external to the conflict in northern
Uganda supporting, directly or indirectly, the continuing abduction and
detention of children by the Lord' s Resistance Arny to cease i medi ately al
such assi stance and col | aborati on

9. Calls upon the Menmber States to undertake to respect and ensure
respect for the rules of international humanitarian | aw applicable to themin
armed conflicts which are relevant to the child;

10. Requests the Special Representative of the Secretary-Ceneral on
children in armed conflict, the United Nations Children's Fund, the Ofice of

the United Nations Hi gh Conm ssioner for Refugees, the Ofice of the High
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Conmi ssioner for Human Rights and all rel evant organizations, agencies and
bodi es of the United Nations systemto address this situation as a matter of
priority;

11. Requests the Secretary-General to report on the inplenentation of
the present resolution to the General Assenbly at its fifty-fourth session
and, through the Econom ¢ and Social Council, to the Commission at its
fifty-fifth session;

12. Decides to continue consideration of this question at its
fifty-fifth session, under the sane agenda item

58t h neeting
22 April 1998

[Adopted by a roll-call vote of 24 votes to 1
with 27 abstentions. See chap. XX

1998/ 76. Rights of the child

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Bearing in mnd the Convention on the Rights of the Child,

Recalling its resolution 1997/78 of 18 April 1997, as well as all its
previ ous resolutions on this subject,

Recalling also the adoption of the Programme of Action for the

Prevention of the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography,
t he Programme of Action for the Elimnation of the Exploitation of Child
Labour and the Progranme of Action for the Prevention of the Traffic in
Persons and the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Ohers,

Taki ng note of CGeneral Assenbly resolutions 52/98, 52/99, 52/105, 52/106
and 52/ 107 of 12 Decenber 1997

Reaffirm ng the Declaration and Plan of Action adopted by the Wrld
Sunmit for Children in 1990 and the Vienna Decl aration and Progranmme of
Action, which, inter alia, states that national and international nechanisns
and programes for the defence and protection of children, in particular those
in especially difficult circunstances, should be strengthened, including
through effective neasures to combat exploitation and abuse of children such
as female infanticide, harnful child |Iabour, sale of children and their
organs, child prostitution and child pornography as well as other forms of
sexual abuse, and which reaffirms that all human rights and fundanenta

freedons are uni ver sal
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Expressing its support for the ongoi ng negotiations on the creation of a

per manent international crimnal court, and inviting those involved to be
gui ded by the principles and the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of
the Child, as appropriate,

Noting the work carried out by:

(a) The Committee on the Rights of the Child;

(b) The Speci al Rapporteur of the Conmm ssion on Human Ri ghts on the
sal e of children, child prostitution and child pornography;

(c) The recently appoi nted Special Representative of the
Secretary-Ceneral on the inpact of arnmed conflict on children to follow up the
recommendati ons presented in the study concluded in 1996 by the expert
appoi nted by the Secretary-CGeneral

(d) The wor ki ng groups on draft optional protocols to the Convention
on the Rights of the Child relating to the involvenment of children in arned
conflict and to the sale of children, child prostitution and child
por nogr aphy, respectively;

(e) The United Nations Children’s Fund;

(f) O her relevant bodi es and organizations of the United Nations
system regional organizations, intergovernnental and non-governnenta
organi zations and institutions for the pronotion and protection of the rights
of the child, and encouraging the establishment of bodies and institutions,
bot h governmental and non-governmental, to nmonitor, carry out or support

activities in favour of children

Prof oundly concerned that the situation of children in many parts of the
world remains critical as a result of poverty, inadequate social and econom c
conditions, natural disasters, arnmed conflicts, displacenent, econom c and
sexual exploitation, illiteracy, hunger, intolerance and disability, and
i nadequate | egal protection, and convinced that urgent and effective nationa
and international action is called for

Recogni zi ng that |egislation alone is not enough to prevent violations
of the rights of the child, that stronger political commtnment is needed and
t hat Governnents should inplenent their |aws and conpl ement |egislative
measures with effective action, inter alia in the fields of |aw enforcenent
and in the adm nistration of justice, and in social, educational and public

heal t h progranmmes,
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Recommendi ng that, within their nmandates, all relevant human rights

mechani sms and all other rel evant organs and nmechani sms of the United Nations
system and the supervisory bodies of the specialized agencies pay attention to
particul ar situations in which children are in danger and where their rights
are violated and that they take into account the work of the Conmittee on the
Ri ghts of the Child,

Underlining the need for mainstream ng a gender perspective into al
policies and progranmes relating to children,

Reaffirm ng, as set out in the Convention, that the best interests of
the child should be a primary consideration in all actions concerning
chil dren,

|

| npl enentati on of the Convention on the Rights of the Child

1. Wl cones:

(a) The nearly universal ratification of or accession by States to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child whose nunber, according to the report of
the Secretary-General (E/CN. 4/1998/99), reached 191, and urges those States
that have not yet done so to sign and ratify or accede to the Convention as a
matter of priority;

(b) The role of the Conmittee on the Rights of the Child in creating
awar eness of the principles and provisions of the Convention and in providing
recommendations to States parties on its inplenentation, and takes note of the
reports on its fourteenth, fifteenth and sixteenth sessions (CRC/ C/ 62, 66
and 69);

(c) The publication by the United Nations Children’s Fund of the
| npl enent ati on Handbook for the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which

constitutes an inportant advocacy tool to pronote w der understandi ng of the
princi ples and provisions of the Convention;

2. Calls upon States parties:

(a) To i npl enent the Convention fully, to cooperate closely with the
Conmittee on the Rights of the Child and to conply in a timely manner with
their reporting obligations under the Convention, in accordance with the
gui del i nes el aborated by the Cormittee, as well as to take into account the
recommendati ons nmade by the Committee in the inplenentation of the provisions

of the Convention
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(b) To withdraw reservations inconpatible with the object and purpose
of the Convention and to consider review ng other reservations;

(c) To accept the amendnent to paragraph 2 of article 43 of the
Convention, adopted by the Conference of the States Parties on
12 Decenber 1995 and approved by the General Assenbly in its resolution 50/155
of 21 Decenber 1995, which would increase the menbership of the Commttee on
the Rights of the Child from10 to 18 experts upon its entry into force;

(d) To ensure that the rights set forth in the Convention are
respected w thout discrimnation of any kind based on the child’s or his or
her parent ‘s or |egal guardian‘s race, colour, sex, |anguage, religion
political or other opinion, national, ethnic or social origin, property,
disability, birth or other status;

(e) To ensure that the education of the child shall be carried out in
accordance with articles 28 and 29 of the Convention and that the education be
directed, inter alia, to the devel opnment of respect for human rights and
fundanmental freedonms, for the Charter of the United Nations and for different
cultures and to the preparation of the child for responsible life in a free
society, in the spirit of understandi ng, peace, tolerance, gender equality and
friendshi p anong peoples, ethnic, national and religious groups and persons of
i ndi genous origin;

(f) To ensure that every child alleged or recognized as having
infringed the penal lawis treated with dignity in accordance with the
princi ples and rel evant provisions of the Convention;

(9) And organs and bodies of the United Nations, within the scope of
their respective nmandates, as well as intergovernnmental and non-governnenta
organi zations, the media and the community at |arge, to make the principles
and provisions of the Convention widely known to adults and children alike in
accordance with article 42 and to encourage training on the rights of the
child for those involved in activities concerning children, for exanple
t hrough the progranme of advisory services and technical cooperation in the
field of human rights;

3. Decides, with regard to the Comrittee on the Rights of the Child:

(a) To request the Secretary-Ceneral to ensure the provision of
appropriate staff and facilities fromthe United Nations regul ar budget for
the effective and expeditious performance of the functions of the Commttee,

whil e noting the tenporary support given by the Plan of Action of the
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United Nations Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights to strengthen the
i mpl enentati on of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, based on
vol untary contributions, which provides human resources to assist the
Committee with the increasing workload due to the near universalization of the
Convention, and requests the Ofice of the H gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts
to brief Governnments regularly on the inplenentation of the Plan of Action

(b) To encourage the Committee, in nonitoring the inplenentation of
the Convention on the Rights of the Child, to continue to pay attention to the
needs of children requiring special protection

Il
The girl child

4. Reaffirms the fundamental principle set forth in the Vienna
Decl arati on and Programme of Action and in the Beijing Declaration and
Platformfor Action that the human rights of wonen and girls are an
i nal i enabl e, integral and indivisible part of universal human rights;

5. Calls upon all States:

(a) To take all necessary neasures and to institute legal reforms to
ensure the full and equal enjoynment by girls of all human rights and
fundamental freedons, and to take effective action against violations of those
rights and freedons;

(b) And international and non-governnental organizations, individually
and collectively, to set goals and to devel op and effectively inplenent
gender-sensitive strategies to address the rights and needs of children, in
accordance with the Convention on the Rights of the Child, especially the
rights and particular needs of girls in education, health and nutrition, and
to elimnate harnful cultural attitudes and practices against girls;

(c) To elimnate all forns of discrimnation against girls and the
root causes of son preference, which result in harnful and unethica
practices, inter alia by enacting and enforcing |legislation protecting girls
fromviolence, including female infanticide and prenatal sex selection
genital nmnutilation, incest, sexual abuse and exploitation, and by devel oping
age-appropriate, safe and confidential programes and medi cal, social and
psychol ogi cal support services to assist girls who are subjected to viol ence;

(d) To intensify efforts to raise awareness of and to nobilize
i nternational and national public opinion concerning the harnful effects of

femal e genital nutilation and other traditional or customary practices
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affecting the health of wonen and girls, in particular through education

i nformati on di ssenmination and training, involving, anmong others, public

opi nion | eaders, educators, religious |eaders, nedical practitioners, wonen’s
health and fam |y planning organi zations and the nmedia, in order to achieve
the total elimnation of these practices, and to support women’s organi zati ons
at the national and |ocal levels that are working for the elimnation of

femal e genital nutilation and other harnful traditional or customary

practices;
111
Prevention and eradication of the sale of children and of
their sexual exploitation and abuse, including child
prostitution and child pornography
6. Wl cones:

(a) The report of the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children
child prostitution and child pornography, Ms. Oelia Calceta Santos
(E/CN. 4/ 1998/ 101 and Add.1 and 2), which contains a general overview of the
| at est devel opments at the national and international |evels on the thenes
under her mandate, and focuses this year on the role of the media and of
education in the prevention of the problem of comercial sexual exploitation
of children and in the assistance, rehabilitation and reintegration of the
child victins;

(b) The report of the working group on the question of a draft
optional protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of
children, child prostitution and child pornography on its fourth session
(E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 103) ;

(c) The neasures taken by Governnments to inplenment the Programmre of
Action for the Prevention of the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and
Child Pornography, taking note of the biennial report of the Secretary-Genera
thereon (E/CN. 4/1997/11);

7. Calls upon all States:

(a) To devel op urgently, inplenment and enforce neasures to elimnate
the sale, traffic, abduction and sexual exploitation or abuse of children
i ncludi ng through child sex tourism keeping in mnd especially the provisions
of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the concrete neasures
outlined in the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action and in the

Programes of Action approved by the Comm ssion in 1992, 1993 and 1996, as
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well as in the Declaration and Agenda for Action of the Wrld Congress agai nst
Commerci al Sexual Exploitation of Children (A/51/385, annex), held in
Stockhol min August 1996 at the initiative of the Governnment of Sweden

(b) To participate constructively in the negotiations on an optiona
protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children
child prostitution and child pornography with the aimof an early agreenment on
the text, recalling the mandate given to the working group by the Comm ssion
inits resolution 1995/78;

(c) To crimnalize effectively comercial and all other forns of
sexual exploitation and sexual abuse of children, including child sex tourism
while ensuring that the child victins of such exploitation or abuse are not
penal i zed for such practices, and to prosecute offenders, whether |ocal or
foreign, and to ensure that a person who exploits a child for sexual abuse in
anot her country is prosecuted by conpetent national authorities, either in the
of fender's country of origin or in the destination country;

(d) To step up cooperation and concerted action, at the national and
international levels, by all relevant authorities and institutions, especially
those charged with | aw enforcenent, with a view to conbating the existence of
a mar ket that encourages such crimnal practices against children and
di smantling national and international networks trafficking in children

(e) And rel evant United Nations bodies and agencies to allocate
resources for conprehensive and gender-sensitive programes to rehabilitate
physically and psychologically child victins of trafficking and of any form of
sexual exploitation and abuse, and to pronote their social reintegration

(f) To work towards strengthening partnershi ps between Governnents,

i nternational organizations and all sectors of civil society, particularly
non- gover nnent al organi zations, in order to achieve these objectives, and
wel conmes the efforts already nade in this respect;

(9) To cooperate with and assist the Special Rapporteur and to furnish
all information requested, including by inviting her to visit their countries;
8. Decides, with regard to the Special Rapporteur on the sale of

children, child prostitution and child pornography:

(a) To renew the mandate for a further three years and to request the
Secretary-Ceneral to provide the Special Rapporteur with all necessary
assistance and to urge all relevant parts of the United Nations systemto

provi de the Special Rapporteur with conprehensive reporting to nake the ful
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di scharge of her mandate possible and to enable her to submit an interim
report to the General Assenbly at its fifty-third session and a report to the
Commi ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-fifth session

(b) To invite the Special Rapporteur to continue to cooperate closely
with other relevant United Nations organs and bodies and to convey her
findings to the Conmm ssion on the devel opnents and recomendati ons on the
broad range of issues under her mandate;

9. Decides, with regard to the question of a draft optional protoco
to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography:

(a) To request the Secretary-Ceneral to transnit the report of the
wor ki ng group on the question of a draft optional protocol to Governnments,
rel evant specialized agencies, the Commttee on the Rights of the Child, the
rel evant Speci al Rapporteur and intergovernnmental and non-governmenta
organi zations and to invite their conments, inter alia on the scope of the
optional protocol, in tinme for circulation prior to the next session of the
wor ki ng group, and invites the Conmittee on the Rights of the Child to
consi der being represented and the Special Rapporteur to consider being
present at the next session of the working group

(b) To request the working group to nmeet for a period of two weeks
prior to the next session of the Comm ssion and to redouble its efforts with
the aimof finalizing the draft optional protocol by the tenth anniversary of
t he Convention on the Rights of the Child and, to that end, encourages the
Chai rman of the working group to conduct broad informal consultations;

IV
Protection of children affected by arned conflict
10. Wl cones:

(a) The appointment for three years of the Special Representative of
the Secretary-General on the inpact of arned conflict on children, as proposed
by the General Assenbly in its resolution 51/77 of 12 Decenmber 1996, to follow
up the practical reconmendations contained in the final report of the expert
appoi nted by the Secretary-General on this question (A/51/306 and Add. 1), as
well as his first report (E/ CN.4/1998/119);

(b) The report of the working group on a draft optional protoco

to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvenment of children
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in armed conflicts on its fourth session (E/ CN. 4/1998/102), whil st
regretting that consensus was not reached during that session

11. Calls upon all States:

(a) To consider acceding to relevant international human rights and
humani tarian | aw i nstrunents, and urges themto inplenment those instruments to
whi ch they are parties;

(b) To participate constructively in the negotiations on an optiona
protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvenent of
children in arnmed conflicts with the aimof an early agreenment on the text and
of the adoption of a higher standard of protection than the present one
contained in article 38 of the Convention, recalling that the original draft
used as a basis for the negotiations was prepared by the Commttee on the
Ri ghts of the Child (E/ CN. 4/1994/91) and taking into account the report of the
wor ki ng group on its fourth session

(c) In accordance with the norns of international humanitarian law, to
integrate in their military programres, including those for peacekeeping,
instruction on responsibilities towards the civilian population, particularly
wonmen and chil dren

(d) And rel evant United Nations bodies, including the United Nations
Vol untary Trust Fund for Assistance in Mne Clearance, to contribute on an
ongoi ng basis to international nine-clearance efforts and urges States to take
stronger action to pronote gender- and age-appropriate ni ne-awareness
programes and child-centred rehabilitation, thereby reducing the number and
the plight of child victinms, and wel comes increased international efforts in
various forums with respect to anti-personnel mines, recognizes the positive
effect on children of those efforts, and in this regard takes due note of the
adoption of and inplementation by those States that become parties to the
Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer
of Anti-personnel Mnes and on Their Destruction, opened for signature in
Otawa in 1997, as well as the anmended Protocol on Prohibitions or
Restrictions on the Use of M nes, Booby-Traps and Other Devices of the
Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventiona
Weapons which May be Deened to be Excessively Injurious or to Have

I ndi scrimnate Effects, of 1996
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12. Calls upon all States and other parties to arnmed conflict:

(a) To respect international humanitarian |law and, in this regard,
calls upon States parties to respect fully the provisions of the Geneva
Conventions of 12 August 1949 and the Additional Protocols thereto of 1977,
while bearing in mnd resolution 2 of the twenty-sixth Internationa
Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent of 1995 entitled “Protection of
civil population during arnmed conflict”, and to respect the provisions of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child which accord children affected by arnmed
conflict special protection and treatnent;

(b) To end the use of children as soldiers and to ensure their
denobi li zation, and to inplenent effective measures for the rehabilitation and
the reintegration into society of child soldiers, child victinms in cases of
armed conflict or foreign occupation, including victinms of |andm nes and al
ot her weapons, and victins of gender-based violence, inter alia through
adequate education and training, and invites the international conmunity to
assist in this endeavour;

(c) As well as United Nations agencies to ensure access of
humani tarian aid and assistance to children affected by armed conflict;

13. Reaf firms:

(a) That rape in the conduct of armed conflict constitutes a war crine
and that under certain circunstances it constitutes a crine against humanity
and an act of genocide, and calls upon all States to take all neasures
required for the protection of children and wonen fromall acts of
gender - based vi ol ence, including rape, sexual exploitation and forced
pregnancy, and to strengthen nechani snms to investigate and prosecute
per petrators;

(b) That all humanitarian responses in arned conflict situations
shoul d enphasi ze the special reproductive health needs of girls and wonen,

i ncluding those that arise from pregnancy as a result of rape, sexua
mutilation, childbirth at an early age or infection with sexually transnmtted
di seases, as well as H V/ AIDS, and access to fam |y planning services;

(c) The inmportance of preventive neasures such as early-warning
systems, preventive di plomacy and education for peace to prevent conflicts and
their negative inpact on the enjoynment of the rights of the child, and urges
Governnments and the international conmunity to pronpte sustainable human

devel opnent ;
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(d) The inmportance of special attention for children in situations of
armed conflict, in particular in the areas of health and nutrition, education
and social reintegration, in developing enmergency and ot her humanitarian
assi stance policies and programes, and of enhanced coordi nati on and
cooperation throughout the United Nations systemto this end;

(e) Its support for the recommendati ons of the General Assenbly and
the International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent concerning the
assessnment and nonitoring of the consequences of sanctions upon children, as
wel | as those concerning hunanitarian relief;

14. Decides, with regard to the draft optional protocol to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvenent of children in armed
conflicts:

(a) To request the Secretary-Ceneral to transnit the report of the
wor ki ng group on the draft optional protocol to Governnents, relevant
United Nations bodies and specialized agencies, the Conmttee on the Ri ghts of
the Child, the Special Representative on children in armed conflict and
i nt ergovernnental and non-governnental organizations, and to invite their
comments on annex | negotiated in plenary, as well as on annex Il containing
the “Chairman's perception” based on informal consultations in time for
circulation prior to the next session of the working group, and invites the
International Conmmttee of the Red Cross and the Committee on the Rights of
the Child to consider being represented and the Special Representative to
consi der being present at the next session of the working group

(b) To encourage the Chairnman of the working group to conduct broad
i nformal consultations with the aimof pronoting an early agreenent on the
optional protocol and to produce a report thereon by the end of 1998
i ncluding, if possible, recommendati ons and/or ideas on the best way for the
formal negotiations to proceed,

(c) To request the working group to nmeet in early 1999, primarily to
consider the Chairman's report on the status of the informal consultations,
whi ch shoul d be available well in advance, and to report to the Comm ssion on
Human Rights at its fifty-fifth session

(d) To request the Secretary-Ceneral to give the necessary support to
the working group to neet for a maxi rum of two weeks, if the working group
deci des that an agreement on the draft optional protocol is possible at that

sessi on;
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(e) To reaffirmthe aimof finalizing the draft optional protocol by
the tenth anniversary of the Convention

15. Decides, with regard to the Special Representative of the
Secretary-Ceneral on the inpact of arnmed conflict on children to recomend
that the Secretary-Ceneral ensure that the necessary support is nade avail able
to the Special Representative for the effective performance of his mandate, to
encourage the United Nations Children’s Fund, the Ofice of the United Nations
Hi gh Commi ssi oner for Refugees and the O fice of the United Nations High
Conmmi ssioner for Human Rights to provide support to the Special
Representative, and to call upon States and other institutions to provide
voluntary contributions for that purpose;

16. Decides, with regard to preventive nmeasures, to request the
Secretary-Ceneral, in cooperation with States, international organizations and
rel evant non-governmental organizations to consider nodalities for organizing
regi onal training programes for menbers of the arned forces relating to the
protection of children and wonen during arned conflicts;

V
Protection of refugee and internally displaced children

17. Calls upon all States:
(a) To protect refugee and internally displaced children, including

t hrough policies for their care, well-being and devel opment, in such areas as
heal t h, educati on and psycho-social rehabilitation, with the necessary
i nternational cooperation, in particular with the Ofice of the United Nations
Hi gh Commi ssi oner for Refugees, the United Nations Children's Fund and the
International Committee of the Red Cross, in accordance with their obligations
under the Convention on the Rights of the Child and taking into account the
1994 gui delines on protection and care of refugee children of the Ofice of
the United Nations Hi gh Conm ssioner for Refugees, and the Conclusion on
refugee children and adol escents adopted by the Executive Commttee of the
Programre of the Hi gh Conmissioner at its forty-eighth session in
Cctober 1997, as well as the recommendati ons by the Representative of the
Secretary-Ceneral on the internally displaced persons (see E/ CN. 4/1998/53 and
Add. 1 and 2);

(b) And United Nations bodi es and agencies, in coordination with other
i nternational humanitarian organi zati ons such as the International Conmittee

of the Red Cross, to ensure the early identification and registration of
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unacconpani ed refugee and internally displaced children, to give priority to
programmes for fanmily tracing and reunification, and to continue nonitoring
the care arrangenents for unacconpani ed refugee and internally displaced
children, taking into account the 1997 Cuidelines on policies and procedures
in dealing with unacconpani ed children seeking asylumof the Ofice of the
United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Refugees;

(c) And other parties to arned conflicts to recogni ze that refugee and
internally displaced children are particularly exposed to the risks of injury,
expl oitation and death in connection with arned conflicts, such as being
forcibly recruited or subject to sexual violence, abuse or exploitation,
stressing the special vulnerability of househol ds headed by children, and
calls upon Governnents and United Nations bodi es and organi zations to give
those situations urgent attention, enhancing protection and assi stance
mechani sms, with the participation of wonen and youth in the design, delivery
and nonitoring of neasures to protect them

Vi
Elinm nation of the exploitation of child |abour
18. Wl cones:

(a) The report of the Secretary-General on the elimnation of the
exploitation of child | abour, submtted pursuant to General Assenbly
resolution 51/77 on the initiatives on the elimnation of child I abour
contrary to accepted international standards and the appropriate neans to
i nprove cooperation in this area at the national and international |evels
(A 52/523);

(b) Recent publications and reports by the United Nations Children's
Fund and the International Labour Organization on child [ abour, as well as the
support given by themto governnental initiatives for the organization of
i nternational conferences on child |abour at a regional or global l|evel, at
whi ch decl arations and progranmes of action were adopted with the aimof the
effective elimnation of the exploitation of child |abour, giving priority to
the imediate elimnation of the nost intolerable forms of child |Iabour and to
the rehabilitation of those children and the search for alternatives;

(c) The legislative, adm nistrative, social and educational neasures
taken by Governnments to protect children from econonm c exploitation and from
performng any work that is likely to be hazardous or to interfere with their

education, or to be harnful to their health or physical, nental, spiritual
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nmoral or social devel opnent, taking into account in particular the rel evant
provi sions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and of the

i nternational instrunments of the International Labour Organi zation, as well as
the neasures outlined in the Programme of Action for the Elimnation of the
Expl oitation of Child Labour of 1993 and the Copenhagen Decl arati on and
Programme of Action adopted by the World Summit on Soci al Devel opnent in 1995
(A/ CONF. 166/ 9, Chap. 1), and calls upon relevant United Nati ons agenci es and
bodies, in particular the United Nations Children's Fund and the Internationa
Labour Organization, to continue to support national efforts in this regard,

(d) The efforts by the Commttee on the Rights of the Child in the
area of child labour, noting its recommendati ons on the econonic exploitation
of children adopted at its fifth session in January 1994 (see A/ 49/41), and
encourages the Commttee as well as other relevant human rights treaty bodies,
within their respective nandates, to continue to nmonitor this serious problem
when exami ning reports of States parties;

19. Calls upon all States:

(a) That have not yet done so to consider ratifying the conventions of
the International Labour Organization relating to child |abour, in particular
those concerning the abolition of forced | abour (No. 29) and the m ni mrum age
for adm ssion to enploynent, including for particularly hazardous work
(No. 138), and those States that are parties to those conventions to inplenent
them effectively and urges all States, as a matter of priority, to elimnate
all extreme forns of child | abour such as forced | abour, bonded | abour and
ot her fornms of slavery;

(b) To elimnate progressively and effectively all fornms of child
| abour contrary to the accepted international standards, starting with its
nost grave and intolerable fornms, inter alia by inplementing national action
plans with specific target dates, as well as supporting the upcom ng
negoti ations at the International Labour Organization for the early
finalization of a future instrunent ainmed at eradicating the nost intolerable
forms of child | abour;

(c) To recogni ze the right to education by making primary education
compul sory and ensuring that all children have access to free and rel evant
primary education as a key strategy to prevent child |abour, as well as meking
secondary education generally avail able and accessible to all, and in

particul ar by the progressive introduction of free education
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(d) To systematically assess and exami ne, in close cooperation with
i nternational organizations such as the International Labour Organization and
the United Nations Children's Fund, the magnitude, nature and causes of the
exploitation of child | abour, and to devel op and i npl enment strategies for
conmbating those practices, giving special attention to specific dangers faced
by girls;

(e) To strengthen international cooperation and coordination
inter alia through the United Nations progranme of advisory services in the
field of human rights, the International Programre on the Elimnation of Child
Labour of the International Labour Organi zation and activities of the
United Nations Children's Fund, as a neans of assisting Governments in
preventing and conbating violations of the rights of the child, in particular
the exploitation of child I abour

VI |
The plight of children working and/or living on the street

20. Calls upon:
(a) All States, while expressing grave concern at the | arge nunber of

children working and/or living on the street and at the continued growth in
i ncidents and reports worl dw de of such children being involved in and
affected by serious crime, drug trafficking and abuse, violence and sexua
exploitation, including through prostitution, to continue actively to seek
conpr ehensive solutions to the problenms of children working and/or |iving on
the street, while enphasizing that strict conpliance with obligations under
rel evant international human rights instrunents, including the Convention on
the Rights of the Child, constitutes a significant step towards solving the
probl ems of children working and/or living on the street;

(b) All States to ensure the reintegration of children working and/ or
living on the street into society and to provide, inter alia, adequate
nutrition, shelter, health care and education, taking into account that such
children are particularly vulnerable to all fornms of violence, abuse,
expl oitation and negl ect, and encourages States to take the situation of
children working and/or living on the street fully into account in preparing
their reports to the Commttee on the Rights of the Child, and requests the
Conmittee and other relevant treaty nonitoring bodies, within their existing
mandates, to give due attention to the question of children working and/or

living on the street;
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(c) All States to guarantee respect for all human rights and
fundamental freedons, particularly the right to life, and to take urgent and
effective neasures to prevent the killing of children working and/or |iving on
the street and to conbat torture and viol ence against them and to ensure that
| egal and juridical processes respect children's rights in order to protect
them agai nst arbitrary deprivation of liberty, nmaltreatnent or abuse;

(d) The international conmunity to support, through effective
i nternational cooperation, the efforts of States to inprove the situation of
children in need of special protection neasures, including in urban
settlenents in accordance with the Habitat Agenda (A/ CONF. 165/14) adopted by
the United Nations Conference on Human Settlenments (Habitat 11), held in
I stanbul , Turkey, in June 1996

VI
Children with disabilities

21. Wl cones the attention given by the Comrittee on the Rights of the
Child, when considering the reports of the States parties to the Convention
to the subject of the rights of children with physical or nental disabilities
to enjoy their lives with dignity and to their individual devel opment and
social integration, as well as the general debate on this issue, starting at
the sixteenth session of the Committee in 1997, focused on the rights to life
and devel opnent, self-representation and full participation and the right to
an inclusive education, with the aimof preparing recommendations for the
effective inplenentation of the Convention, and invites the Commttee to
continue its task in cooperation with the representati ves of the rel evant
United Nations bodi es and organi zati ons, non-governmental organizations and
t he Speci al Rapporteur on disabl ed persons of the Comm ssion for Socia
Devel opnent ;

22. Calls upon all States parties to adopt, in accordance with
article 23 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, all necessary
measures to ensure the full enjoyment in equal conditions of all human rights
and fundanental freedons by children with disabilities, especially ensuring
the effective access of such children to education and health services, to
devel op and i npl enent | egislation prohibiting discrimnation against these
children and to include these neasures in their reports to the Conmittee on
the Rights of the Child,
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23. Deci des:

(a) To request the Secretary-Ceneral to submt to the Commi ssion at
its fifty-fifth session a report on the rights of the child, with information
on the status of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and on the problens
addressed in the present resolution

(b) To continue its consideration of the question at its

fifty-fifth session under the agenda itementitled “Rights of the child”.

58t h neeting

22 April 1998

[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. XX ]

1998/ 77. Conscientious objection to mlitary service

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Bearing in mnd that it is recognized in the Universal Declaration of

Human Ri ghts and the International Covenant on Civil and Political R ghts that
everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person, as well as the
right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion and the right not to be
di scri m nat ed agai nst,

Recalling its previous resolutions on the subject, nost recently 1995/83
of 8 March 1995, in which it recognized the right of everyone to have
conscientious objections to nilitary service as a legitimte exercise of the
right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion, as well as article 18 of
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and General Coment
No. 22 (48) of the Human Ri ghts Conmtt ee,

Havi ng considered the report of the Secretary-General (E/ CN. 4/1997/99),

Recogni zi ng that conscientious objection to nmilitary service derives
from principles and reasons of conscience, including profound convictions,
arising fromreligious, noral, ethical, humanitarian or simlar notives,

Aware that persons performng mlitary service nmay devel op conscientious
obj ecti ons,

Recalling article 14 of the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts which
recogni zes the right of everyone to seek and enjoy in other countries asylum
from persecution,

1. Draws attention to the right of everyone to have conscientious

objections to mlitary service as a legitinmate exercise of the right to
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freedom of thought, conscience and religion, as laid down in article 18 of the
Uni versal Declaration of Human Rights and article 18 of the Internationa
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;

2. Wl cones the fact that sone States accept clains of conscientious
obj ection as valid w thout inquiry;

3. Calls upon States that do not have such a systemto establish
i ndependent and inpartial decision-making bodies with the task of determ ning
whet her a consci entious objection is genuinely held in a specific case, taking
account of the requirenent not to discrimnmnate between conscientious objectors
on the basis of the nature of their particul ar beliefs;

4, Rem nds States with a system of conpulsory mlitary service, where
such provision has not already been made, of its reconmendati on that they
provi de for conscientious objectors various fornms of alternative service which
are conpatible with the reasons for conscientious objection, of a
non- conmbatant or civilian character, in the public interest and not of a
punitive nature;

5. Enphasi zes that States should take the necessary neasures to
refrain from subjecting conscientious objectors to inprisonnent and to
repeated puni shnent for failure to performmlitary service, and recalls that
no one shall be liable or punished again for an offence for which he has
al ready been finally convicted or acquitted in accordance with the | aw and
penal procedure of each country;

6. Reiterates that States, in their |law and practice, nmust not
di scri m nate agai nst conscientious objectors in relation to their terns or
conditions of service, or any economic, social, cultural, civil or politica
rights;

7. Encourages States, subject to the circunstances of the individua
case neeting the other requirenents of the refugee definition as set out in
the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, to consider granting
asylumto those conscientious objectors conpelled to | eave their country of
origin because they fear persecution owing to their refusal to perform
mlitary service and there is no, or no adequate provision for conscientious

objection to mlitary service
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8. Affirms the inportance of the availability of information about
the right to conscientious objection to mlitary service, and the neans of
acquiring conscientious objector status, to all persons affected by mlitary
servi ce;

9. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit the present resol ution
to Governments, the specialized agencies and rel evant intergovernmental and
non- gover nnental organi zations and to include the right to conscientious
objection to mlitary service in the public information activities of the
United Nations, including the United Nations Decade for Human Ri ghts
Educati on;

10. Al so requests the Secretary-CGeneral to collect information from

Governnments, the specialized agencies and intergovernnental and
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons on recent developnments in this field and to
submt a report, within existing resources, to the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts
at its fifty-sixth session;

11. Decides to consider this matter further at its fifty-sixth session
under the agenda item “The question of conscientious objection to mlitary

service”.

58t h neeting

22 April 1998

[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. XXII.]

1998/ 78. Conprehensive inplenentation of and followup to the
Vi enna Decl arati on and Programe of Action

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Recal | i ng General Assenbly resolution 48/ 121 of 20 Decenber 1993, in
whi ch the Assenbly endorsed the Vienna Decl aration and Progranme of Action
adopted by the World Conference on Human Ri ghts, held at Vienna from 14 to
25 June 1993, as well as subsequent resolutions of the Assenbly and of the
Conmi ssion on this matter, in particular General Assenbly resolution 52/148 of
12 Decenber 1997

Consi dering that the pronotion of universal respect for and observance
of all human rights and fundamental freedonms for all is one of the basic
pur poses of the Charter of the United Nations and one of the main priorities
of the Organization,

Reaffirm ng that all human rights are universal, indivisible,

i nterdependent and interrel ated,
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Convi nced that the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action has to be
translated into effective action by States, the conpetent United Nations
organs and organi zati ons and ot her organi zati ons concerned, including
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons,

Recalling part |11, paragraph 100, of the Vienna Declaration and
Programe of Action concerning the five-year review of progress made in the
i mpl enentati on of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, to be
carried out in 1998, in which the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts,
inter alia, requested the Secretary-Ceneral to invite, on the occasion of the
fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, all States
and all organs and agencies of the United Nations systemrelated to human
rights to report to himon the progress made in the inplenmentation of the
Vi enna Decl arati on and Programre of Action,

Recalling also that regional and, as appropriate, national human rights

institutions, as well as non-governnmental organizations, my present their
views to the Secretary-CGeneral on the progress made in the inplenentation of
the Vi enna Decl aration and Programre of Action, and that special attention
shoul d be paid to assessing the progress towards the goal of universa
ratification of international human rights treaties and protocols adopted
within the framework of the United Nations,

Bearing in nmnd that the five-year inplementation review of the Vienna

Decl arati on and Programme of Action provides an opportunity to strengthen the
pronmoti on and protection of human rights worldw de, review and assess progress
made in human rights protection since the adoption of the Universa

Decl arati on and the Vienna Decl arati on and Programe of Action, and consider
ways and neans to further develop the United Nations human rights progranme to
meet current and future chall enges,

Recogni zi ng that the interdependence of denocracy, devel opment and
respect for human rights, as stated in the Vienna Declaration and Programme of
Action, requires a conprehensive and integrated approach to the pronotion and
protection of human rights and that adequate inter-agency cooperation and
coordi nation are essential in order to ensure such a fully integrated approach
t hroughout the United Nations system

Wel coming the fact that the call of the World Conference on Human Ri ghts

for a United Nations system w de approach to human rights issues has been
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reflected in the reconmendati ons of mmjor international conferences organized
by the United Nations in the econom c, social and related fields,

Noti ng the ongoing efforts to ensure a coordinated followup to major
i nternational conferences in the economnmic, social and related fields, as nost
recently addressed in Econom ¢ and Soci al Council resolution 1997/61 of
25 July 1997 on the integrated and coordi nated inplementation and foll ow up of
the major United Nations conferences and sunmits,

Recal |l ing that each year the Economi c and Social Council shall carry
out, within the framework of its coordination segnent, a review of
cross-cutting themes common to major international conferences and/or
contribute to an overall review of the inplenentation of the programme of
action of a United Nations conference, in accordance with agreed
concl usions 1995/1 of the Econonmic and Social Council,

Recal | i ng Economi ¢ and Soci al Council decision 1998/208 of
6 February 1998 to devote the coordination segment of the Council at its
substantive session of 1998 to the question of the coordinated followup to
and i nmpl enentation of the Vienna Declaration and Progranme of Action

Noti ng Ceneral Assenbly resolution 52/148 in which the Assenbly,
inter alia, decided to review at its fifty-third session, as foreseen in
part |1, paragraph 100, of the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action, the
progress made in the inplenentation of the Vienna Declaration and Programe of
Acti on,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the interimreport of the

United Nations Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Human Rights on the five-year revi ew of
the inplenentati on of the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action
(E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 104) ;

2. Wel conmes the contributions nade so far by Governnents,
United Nations bodi es and organi zati ons and ot her organi zations, and calls
upon the Hi gh Conmmi ssioner to nmake these and subsequent contributions
avail able to the General Assenbly at its fifty-third session

3. Reaffirms the inportance of the pronmption of universal respect for
and observance and protection of all human rights and fundanental freedons in
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, as expressed in the Vienna

Decl arati on and Programe of Action
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4, Calls upon all States to take further action with a viewto the
full realization of all human rights for all in the Iight of the

recommendati ons of the Conference;

5. Recogni zes that the international conmunity should devise ways and
means to renove current obstacles and neet the challenges to the ful
realization of all human rights and to prevent the continuation of human
rights violations resulting therefromthroughout the world;

6. Requests the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts,
the General Assenbly, and other organs and bodies of the United Nations system
related to human rights to take further action with a viewto the ful
i mpl enentation of all the recommendati ons of the Conference;

7. Wl conmes the decision of the General Assenmbly to review at its
fifty-third session, as foreseen in part |1, paragraph 100, of the Vienna
Decl arati on and Programme of Action, the progress nade in the inplenentation
of the Vienna Declaration and Progranme of Action

8. Recalls that, in accordance with part Il, paragraph 100, of the

Vi enna Decl aration and Progranme of Action, the Hi gh Commi ssioner has invited
Governnments and United Nations agencies and programmes related to human rights
to provide reports on the progress made in the inplenentation of the
recommendat i ons adopted by the Wrld Conference, and has invited regi onal and,
as appropriate, national human rights institutions, as well as

non- gover nnental organi zations, to present their views in this regard;

9. Wel comes with appreciation the preparations and contributions made

so far for the five-year inplenentation review of the Vienna Decl aration and
Programme of Action and calls upon all States to contribute actively to this
process;

10. Encour ages once again regional and national human rights

institutions as well as non-governnental organizations to present, on that
occasion, their views on the progress nade in the inplenentation of the Vienna
Decl arati on and Programe of Action

11. Wel comes Economi ¢ and Soci al Council decision 1998/208 to devote
the coordi nati on segnent of the Council at its substantive session of 1998 to
the question of the coordinated followup to and inplenmentati on of the Vienna

Decl arati on and Programe of Action, as part of the five-year review foreseen
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in part 11, paragraph 100, of the Vienna Decl aration and Progranme of Action
and calls upon all United Nations progranmes and agencies to participate
actively in this process;

12. Underlines the need to give particular attention to the human
rights of wonen and the girl child in the five-year review of the Vienna
Decl arati on and Programme of Action, taking into account that gender
mai nstream ng is a key strategy for achieving equality between wonen and nen
and the full enjoynent of all human rights by wonen;

13. Enphasi zes the inportant role of the United Nations High
Commi ssioner for Human Rights in the systemof the United Nations human rights
organs, as defined in General Assenbly resolution 48/ 141, including her role
in the process of analysis of the functioning of the United Nations human
rights machinery and its adaptation to current and future needs;

14. Requests the Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights to continue to
coordi nate the human rights pronotion and protection activities throughout the
United Nations system as set out in CGeneral Assenbly resolution 48/141,

i ncludi ng through a permanent dial ogue with the United Nations progranmes and
agenci es whose activities deal with human rights;

15. Invites the Adm nistrative Conmttee on Coordination to continue
to discuss the inplications of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action
for the United Nations system wth the participation of the High
Conmi ssioner, in particular in the context of the 1998 five-year review

16. Urges all States and the United Nations systemto give w despread
publicity to the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action, in particular in
the context of the public information and human rights education activities
for the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

i ncl udi ng through training programes, human rights education and public
information, in order to pronote increased awareness of all human rights and
fundanental freedons;

17. Decides to continue the consideration of this question at its

fifty-fifth session.

58t h neeting

22 April 1998
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. XXl .]
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1998/ 79. Situation of human rights in Bosnia and Herzegovi na,
Republic of Croatia and the Federal Republic of
Yugosl avia (Serbia and Mnt enegr o)

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Recalling all relevant resolutions on this subject, in particular its
own resolution 1997/57, of 15 April 1997

Expressing its full support for the General Franework for Peace in

Bosni a and Herzegovina (the “Framework Agreenent”) and the annexes thereto
(together, the “Peace Agreenment”) which, inter alia, conmtted the parties in
Bosni a and Herzegovina to respect fully human rights, and for the Basic
Agreenent on the Region of Eastern Slavonia, Baranja and Western Sirmum
Reaffirm ng the territorial integrity of all States in the region
within their internationally recognized borders,
Taki ng note of the reports of the fornmer Special Rapporteur of the
Conmi ssion on Human Rights on the situation of human rights in Bosnia and
Her zegovi na, the Republic of Croatia and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Montenegro) - the FRY - together, the countries of the nmandate,

Expressing its appreciation for the ongoing inportant work of the Ofice

of the High Comm ssioner for Human Rights and its field operation in the
regi on,
I

| nt r oducti on

1. Stresses the crucial role that human rights questions have to play
in the success of the Peace Agreenent and underlines the obligations of the
parti es under the Franmework Agreement to secure for all persons within their
jurisdiction the highest level of international nornms and standards of human
rights and fundanmental freedons;

2. Stresses the need to focus international human rights efforts in
the region on the core problens of:

(a) Lack of full respect for the human rights of all individuals,
wi t hout any distinction;

(b) Return of refugees and displaced persons in safety and in dignity;

(c) Capacity-building in the areas of rule of Iaw and adm ni stration
of justice;

(d) Lack of respect for the freedom and i ndependence of the nmedia;
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(e) | nadequat e cooperation with the International Crimnal Tribuna
for the Forner Yugoslavia (the Tribunal);
(f) M ssi ng persons;
3. Appeals to the international conmunity to support such efforts and

insists that the parties act to pronpte and protect denocratic institutions of
governnment, the rule of law and effective adm nistration of justice at al
levels in their respective countries, to further ensure freedom of expression
and of the nedia, to allow and encourage freedom of association, including
with respect to political parties, and to ensure freedom of novenment and to
foster a culture of respect for human rights;

Il

Bosni a and Her zegovi na

4, Wl cones progress in sone areas towards inplenmentation of the
Peace Agreenent and towards the inprovement in respect for human rights as
denonstrated by the inmportant work of the Ofice of the Federation Orbudsnen,
sonme positive devel opnents in the Republika Srpska since the formation of the
new government, the voluntary surrender of persons indicted by the Tribunal
i nprovenent in freedom of novenent in sone areas, police restructuring in the
Bosni an Federation and parts of the Republika Srpska, increased cooperation
with the International Police Task Force and generally full and free access to
the territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina for international institutions and
organi zati ons, including non-governnental organizations;

5. Al so wel cones the work of the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts for

Bosni a and Herzegovina and its two parts, the Ofice of the Orbudsman and the
Human Ri ghts Chanber, and their decisions, and underlines the inportance of
their intensifying their activities concerning alleged or apparent violations
of human rights and all eged or apparent discrimnation of any kind;

6. Furt her wel cones the conclusions of the Peace |nplenentation

Council meetings held in Paris on 14 Novenber 1996, in Sintra, Portugal
on 30 May 1997 and in Bonn on 9 and 10 Decenber 1997;

7. Takes note of the successful holding of countryw de nunici pa
el ections on 13 and 14 Septenber 1997 in Bosnia and Herzegovi na and of
el ections for the Republika Srpska Assenbly on 22 and 23 Novenber 1997 under
the auspices of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, and
calls for full and unconditional inplenentation of the municipal election

results;
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8. Enphasi zes that the primary responsibility for ensuring the
progressive achi evenent of denocratic goals and building a tolerant,
mul ti-ethnic society lies with the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina, in
particul ar through the central Government and the governments of the entities,
as well as through, inter alia, religious communities, humanitarian
organi zati ons and non-governnental organizations;

9. Reiterates calls in its previous resolutions upon all authorities
in Bosnia and Her zegovi na concer ni ng:

(a) Bringing legislation into full conpliance with the human rights
provi sions of the Constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovi na and inplenenting this
| egi sl ation;

(b) Preventi on of and accountability for human rights violations;

(c) Ful'l inmplementation by the authorities of the Republika Srpska and
the Federation of existing |aws providing ammesty for crimes related to the
conflict, other than serious violations of international humanitarian |aw,
and, in the case of the Republika Srpska, the i medi ate anendnent of its |aw
to provi de ammesty for persons who avoi ded conscription or deserted;

(d) Ful | cooperation with the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts for Bosnia
and Herzegovina and full inplenmentation of its recomendati ons and deci sions,
and especially to fulfil their obligations to provide financial support for
t he Conmi ssion's activities;

(e) Putting an end to beatings, unlawful evictions and other forms of
harassment, and the prosecution to the full extent of the |aw before an
i ndependent and inpartial tribunal of those identified in the report of the
International Police Task Force concerning the incidents in Mstar
on 10 February 1997

(f) The establishment without delay in the Republika Srpska of
institutions for the protection of human rights, in particular a human rights
onmbudsman;

10. Calls upon authorities in Bosnia and Herzegovi na:

(a) To complete the reformand restructuring of |ocal police forces
under the purview of the International Police Task Force as soon as possible
and to ensure that |ocal police forces are trained in and fully respect and
protect all human rights;

(b) To reverse the effects of “ethnic cleansing”, to allow freedom of

movement and the return, especially “mnority return”, of refugees and
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di spl aced persons to their places of origin, to fully inplenent the concept of
“Open Cities” to provide security guarantees for returnees, to cease

i medi ately actions that undernmne the right to return, to take i medi ate
steps to repeal |egislation which infringes on the right to return and to put
an end to practices of discrimnation based on ethnic and political grounds,
and calls for the Federation to inplenent fully the results of the

i nternational conference on the return of displaced persons and refugees to
Saraj evo, held in Sarajevo on 3 February 1998;

(c) To bring wi thout delay property and housing |legislation at al
levels fully into line with the proposals of the High Representative and to
fully and speedily inplenent it once adopted;

(d) To repeal laws relating to “abandoned” property, to end illega
evictions of persons fromtheir honmes, to reinstate in their hones persons who
have been evicted in violation of their rights, to cooperate with and support
the work of the Conmission for Real Property Clains to resolve outstanding
property clains and to inplenment fully the decisions of that Comr ssion

(e) To cooperate fully with the Ofice of the Hi gh Representative and
institutions established by the Peace Agreement with a view to strengthening
free and i ndependent nedia, to diversifying the nedia environnent, while
rem ndi ng broadcast nedia of their special responsibility to observe and
pronote international standards of journalism and devel oping an appropriate
| egi slative franework for the protection of the editorial independence of the
media, in particular those under the control of the authorities;

(f) To ensure the necessary conditions for free and fair elections to
be held in 1998 under the supervision of the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe, and to conply with arbitrati on decisions regarding
recent nunicipal elections;

(9) To cooperate closely with the International Supervisor for Brcko,
and to work towards neeting the conditions of tolerance and pluralismas
stressed by the Presiding Arbitrator in his decision of 15 March 1998;

(h) To work towards reformof crimnal law in both entities;

11. Reiterates its calls in its resolution 1997/57 upon the
i nternational comunity concerning supporting all aspects of the work of the
International Police Task Force, the return in safety of persons who have |eft
the territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina and full support, including through

vol untary contributions, for the Constitutional Court;
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Republic of Croatia

12. Wel cones the successful conpletion of the mandate of the
United Nations Transitional Adm nistration for Eastern Slavonia, Baranja and
Western Sirm um the accession by the Republic of Croatia to the Council of
Europe, the ratification of the European Convention on Human Ri ghts and ot her
rel evant human rights instrunents by the CGovernnment of the Republic of
Croatia, and its cooperation with the Special Rapporteur

13. Al so wel cones technical cooperation and assi stance programes

pl anned by the O fice of the H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights in
consultation with the CGovernnent of Croatia, and calls upon the High
Commi ssioner to initiate, at the earliest possible opportunity, projects
enphasi zing human rights training for professionals involved in |aw
enforcenent and the rule of law, as well as human rights education

14. Calls upon the Government of the Republic of Croatia to undertake
greater efforts to adhere to denocratic principles and to continue its efforts
to attain the highest |evel of conpliance with international nornms and
standards of human rights and fundanmental freedons and:

(a) To accelerate the inplenentation of its Programe for
Confi dence-Buil ding and the normalization of life in the war-affected regions
of Croatia, thereby facilitating the expeditious return, in safety and in
dignity, of all refugees and di splaced persons to their homes in all regions,
in particular to the Krajina, to cooperate with the United Nations High
Commi ssioner for Refugees to that end, and to use all available nmeans to
secure their safety and to allow continued access to this popul ation by
humani t ari an organi zati ons;

(b) To respect the human rights, including the property rights, of
all, including in particular returning displaced persons and refugees,
i ncluding ethnic Serbs now present in the Republika Srpska or the FRY, their
right to remain, |eave or return in safety and dignity, and to enable the
restoration of the nulti-ethnic character of Eastern Slavonia, Baranja,
Western Sirm um and ot her parts of the Republic of Croati a;

(c) To put an end to harassnent of displaced Serbs, |ooting and
physi cal attacks against Croatian Serbs and to encourage themto stay within
the Republic of Croatia and, in particular, to put an end to the invol venent

by Croatian military and police officials in such incidents, and to
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i nvestigate and arrest speedily those responsible for commtting or
instigating acts of violence and intimdation ained at driving peopl e away;

(d) To guarantee freedom of association and of the press, including
taki ng concrete steps to establish editorially independent State el ectronic
medi a and full access by the opposition to State channels and, in particular
to cease harassnent of free and i ndependent nedi a;

(e) To extend full cooperation to the international organizations
operating in the Republic of Croatia, in particular the O ganization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe and the United Nations Police Support G oup
remai ning in Eastern Slavonia, Baranja and Western Sirmium and to heed the
advi ce of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe in matters
pertaining to its mandate;

(f) To respect the right of non-governnental organizations to operate
wi t hout restrictions;

(9) To pursue, within the context of obligations undertaken to the
Counci | of Europe, the equal application of the lawto all citizens,
irrespective of ethnicity, religion, or political affiliation, to ensure the
swi ft and conpl ete inplenentation of judicial decisions, and to inplenment the
Eur opean Convention on Human Rights in all governmental practices;

(h) To continue fulfilling the rights and guarantees pledged in its
letter of 13 January 1997 (S/1997/27), inter alia the pledge to guarantee
representation of Serbs at various |evels of local, regional and nationa
government, and to this end to fulfil its obligations to issue citizenship
identity and rel evant technical docunents to all persons so entitled under
Croatian | aw,

(i) To i npl enent the Ammesty Law enacted on 25 Septenber 1996 fully
and fairly;

(J) To continue to cooperate with the Special Rapporteur and to conply
with all his recomrendati ons and to cooperate with the Croatian onmbudsman;

15. Calls upon the international conmmunity:

(a) To support the United Nations Civilian Police remaining in the
field in 1998 and also to support the involvenent of the H gh Comm ssioner in
human rights nonitoring in the region of Eastern Slavonia, in close
cooperation with other international organizations and in close consultation

with the Governnent of Croatia;
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(b) To provide for a continued international presence, as reconmrended
by the Special Rapporteur, through support of initiatives advanced by the
H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights, the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe, the Council of Europe, the European Conmunity
Moni toring M ssion and other international organizations, including the
programe of technical cooperation envisioned by the Ofice of the High
Commi ssi oner for Human Ri ghts;

IV

Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro) - the FRY

16. Wl cones cooperation by the FRY with the former Special Rapporteur
on the situation of human rights in Bosnia and Herzegovi na, the Republic of
Croatia and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro),

Ms. Elisabeth Rehn;

17. Al so wel cones the recent visit by the new Special Rapporteur

M. Jiri Dienstbier, to the FRY

18. Further wel cones the deploynment of additional human rights

of ficers in Kosovo

19. Endorses the reconmendati ons of the Special Rapporteur as
contained in his report on his visit to the FRY, including Kosovo, in
particul ar that:

(a) The FRY should pernit forensic investigation by independent
experts concerning the 28 February operations in Likosani and Cirez and
the 5 March operations in Prekaz, and should also conduct its own
i nvestigation of these events;

(b) That the Kosovo Al bani an | eadership should conmit itself to ensure
that the Kosovo Al bani an conmunity shall pursue their goals only by peacefu
means;

(c) That all parties should allow free access for international and
humani t ari an organi zations and the establishnent of a tenporarily expanded
of fice of the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts operating out of the
per manent prem ses to be established in Kosovo;

20. Regrets that the FRY has conplied only partially with the
recommendati ons of the Chairman in O fice of the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe regarding fostering denocracy and the rule of |aw

21. Al so regrets the express refusal of the FRY to allow a visit by

t he Speci al Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions;
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22. Calls upon authorities in the FRY:

(a) To comply with the recomendati ons contained in the reports of the
Speci al Rapporteur;

(b) To comply also with its obligation to cooperate with the Tribunal

(c) To undertake substantially greater efforts to strengthen and
i mpl ement fully denocratic nornms, especially in regard to respect for the
principle of free and fair elections, the rule of law, and full respect for
human rights and fundanental freedonms, and to inprove its performance in the
area of the admi nistration of justice;

(d) To protect and expand opportunities for free and i ndependent
medi a, institute non-partisan managenent of the State-owned nedia and cease
efforts to restrict press and broadcast journalism

(e) To put an end to torture and ill-treatnment of persons in detention
as described in the reports of the Special Rapporteur, and to bring those
responsi ble to justice;

(f) To repeal the 1989 Law on Special Conditions for Real Property
Transactions and to apply all other |egislation w thout discrimnation

(9) To respect the rights of persons belonging to mnority groups,
especially in Sandjak and Voj vodi na, and of persons belonging to the Bul garian
and Croatian mnorities;

23. Condemms vi ol ent repression of non-violent expression of politica
views in Kosovo, in particular the brutal police actions as well as the
excessi ve use of force against the civilian population, including
denonstrators and journalists anong the Al bani an popul ati on, condems as wel |
the killing of innocent civilians, equally condemms terrorismin all its forns
and fromany quarter, and underscores the grave concern of Menber States
regarding the increasingly serious situation there;

24. Urges all parties in the FRY to act with the utnmost restraint and
with full respect for human rights, and to refrain fromacts of violence;

25. Insists that the Governnent of the FRY

(a) Take i mredi ate action, in view of the deteriorating situation in
Kosovo and the danger of escalating violence there, to put an end to the
continuing repression of and prevent violence against the ethnic Al banian
popul ation, as well as other conmunities living in Kosovo, including acts of
harassment, beatings, brutality, torture, warrantless searches, arbitrary

detention, unfair trials and arbitrary, unjustified evictions and dism ssal s;
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(b) Ensure the conplete withdrawal of its special police from Kosovo;

(c) Rel ease all political detainees, allow the return in safety and
dignity of ethnic Al banian refugees to Kosovo and respect fully all human
rights and fundanental freedons, including freedom of the press, freedom of
noverment and freedom fromdiscrimnation in the field of education and
information and, in particular, inprove the situation of ethnic Al banian wonen
and children;

(d) Al l ow t he establishnent of denocratic institutions in Kosovo;

(e) Agree to the establishment of an office of the H gh Conmm ssioner
for Human Rights in Pristina;

(f) Br oaden cooperation with other regional and international actors,
including by allowing the return of the long-term nmi ssions of the Organization
for Security and Cooperation in Europe, visits by the personal representative
of the Chairman in Ofice of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in
Eur ope and the establishnment of a European Union presence in Kosovo;

(9) | mpl ement t he Septenber 1996 “Sant' Egi di o” menorandum of
under st andi ng on education in Kosovo i medi ately and w t hout conditions,
including at the university level, as an inportant first step towards reducing
regi onal tensions, while welcomng efforts made in that regard,

26. Enphasi zes the inportance of a substantive, unconditional dialogue
between authorities in Bel grade and the Kosovo Al bani an | eadershi p ai ned at
achieving a lasting resolution to the probl ens of Kosovo consistent with the
territorial integrity of the FRY, and notes the proposals nade by the
Government of the FRY in that direction

27. Al so _enphasi zes that inprovenents in the pronotion and protection

of human rights and political freedons in Kosovo and the rest of its territory
as well as cooperation with the Tribunal will assist the FRY to inprove
relations with the international conmmunity;

28. Wel cones positive devel opnents in Mntenegro, including in the
areas of freedom of the nmedia and the treatnment of ethnic mnorities, and al so
wel cones the formation of a nulti-ethnic coalition government;

29. Calls upon the international conmunity:

(a) To establish appropriate safeguards to ensure the security and

fair treatnent upon return of those who sought tenporary protection and
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asylum including appropriate neasures by Governments, such as |ega
guarantees and foll ow up nmechanisns, to allow those persons to return to their
homes in the FRY in safety and dignity;

(b) To continue to support existing national denocratic forces and
non- governnental organizations in their efforts to build a civil society and
achieve nmulti-party denocracy in the FRY,

V

International Crimnal Tribunal for the Forner Yugosl avia

30. Calls upon all States and, in particular, all parties to the Peace
Agreenent, especially the Governnent of the FRY, to neet their obligations to
cooperate fully with the Tribunal, noting that there is no valid
constitutional or statutory reason for failure to cooperate, and urges al
States and the Secretary-General to support the Tribunal to the fullest extent
possible, in particular by helping to ensure that persons indicted by the
Tribunal stand trial before it and, as a matter of urgency, by continuing to
make available to the Tribunal adequate resources to aid in the fulfilment of
its mandate, including through the provision of |egal and technical expertise;

31. Wel cones the decision by the Prine Mnister of the Republika
Srpska to allow the Tribunal to open an office in Banja Luka and urges the
government of the Republika Srpska to follow through on pronises to inprove

cooperation with the Tri bunal

32. Also welcones in this context the decision by four persons
i ndicted by the Tribunal who are residents of the Republika Srpska to
surrender voluntarily to the custody of the Tribunal as required by the Peace
Agreenent, and calls upon all indicted persons to do |ikew se;

33. Calls upon authorities in the FRY to conply with their obligation
to cooperate with the Tribunal, including with regard to events in Kosovo, on
the basis of Security Council resolution 1160 (1998), and strongly recomends
that the O fice of the Prosecutor of the Tribunal begin gathering information
relating to the violence in Kosovo that may fall within its jurisdiction

34. Notes that the authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovi na have in
general respected the “rules of the road” agreed in Rome on 18 February 1996
by arresting or detaining only those war crines suspects sought by the
Tribunal, by subnmitting all cases involving suspected war crimes to the
Tribunal for review prior to prosecution by national courts and by

facilitating access to detainees by the Tribunal and other nonitors and
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representatives of non-governnental organizations, and urges all parties to
the Peace Agreenent to do the same, including through subm ssion of cases to
the Prosecutor of the Tribunal under the “rules of the road”

35. Urgently calls once again upon conpetent authorities in Bosnia and

Her zegovi na, including those of the Federation and in particular in the
Republ i ka Srpska, and the Governnents of the Republic of Croatia and the FRY
to apprehend and surrender for prosecution, as required by Security Counci
resolution 827 (1993) and the statement by the President of the
Security Council on 8 May 1996, all persons indicted by the Tribunal and notes
that the large majority of those indicted, including Radovan Karadzi c and
Rat ko M adic, appear to be living in the Republika Srpska or the FRY

36. Calls upon the international comunity to give the Tribunal every
appropriate help to bring into custody suspects indicted by it;

Vi

M ssi ng persons

37. Calls upon all parties to treat the subject of m ssing persons as
an urgent hurmanitarian problem to nmake full disclosure of avail able
information to the Wbrking G oup on Mssing Persons Chaired by the
International Conmttee of the Red Cross, and to abandon the principle of
reciprocity in dealing with this question;

38. Endorses in this regard the recent efforts of the Internationa
Commi ssion on M ssing Persons in the Former Yugosl avia and requests that the
I nternational Conm ssion continue and intensify its efforts to provide
essential supplies for the Bosnian exhumati on process, to provide resources
and organi zational support for famlies and fam |y associations of the m ssing
in the region, to support the forensic efforts of non-governnental
organi zations and bring the concerns of famlies to the attention of the
political |eadership of all three countries;

39. Commends the International Conmi ssion for securing the release in
August 1997 of 16 prisoners of war held by the Republic of Croatia and for
obtaining fromthe FRY all 1,200 Vukovar death protocols for the Republic of
Croati a;

40. Al so commends Serb, Croat and Bosniac | eaders for restarting the

j oint exhumation process chaired by the Ofice of the H gh Representative;
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41. Specifically calls upon the parties:

(a) To i mredi ately rel ease any individuals held as a result of, or in
relation to any conflict between or anmong them (so-called “hidden detai nees”),
to provide information on specific lists of detai nees unaccounted for and
presented to the relevant authorities by the International Comrittee of the
Red Cross, and to allow unannounced visits to actual or alleged places of
detention in order to investigate allegations transnitted to internationa
actors by famlies of the m ssing;

(b) To resume and expand the joint exhumation process in Bosnia and
Her zegovi na under the auspices of the Ofice of the H gh Representative as
soon as possible, and to refrain from conprom sing nmass grave sites or
destroying forensic evidence;

(c) To comply with their obligations to investigate enforced
di sappearances and support the relevant international actors dealing with this
i ssue, including the Working Group of the International Committee of the
Red Cross, and exhorts State comm ssions on nissing persons, as well as
Bosni ac, Croat and Serb conm ssions in Bosnia and Herzegovina, to intensify
joint work and to cooperate with exhumati ons;

42. Calls upon the Government of the Republic of Croatia to turn over
all relevant material on mssing persons, and specifically to transfer
rel evant docunentation on its actions relating to its 1995 “Flash” and “Stornf
operations to the International Conmittee of the Red Cross and the
I nternational Comm ssion on M ssing Persons;

43. Calls upon the Bosnian Serb authorities to support the
reconciliation process by reaching out to fanmly associations fromall ethnic
groups and to allow burial of remains in the Srebrenica area

44, Stresses the necessity of close coordination on the issue between
rel evant international organi zations and wel cones the comm tments made by the
O fice of the High Representative to give priority to the question of m ssing
persons, in particular by taking active steps to ensure that excavations and
exhumations are carried out to the fullest extent possible;

45. Calls upon the international conmunity:

(a) To provide the appropriate financial, personnel and |ogistica
resources to the International Conmi ssion on M ssing Persons and the O fice of

the High Representative to support the exhumation and identification process
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and provide support to fam ly associations in all three countries so that they
can resolve the question of m ssing persons and acconplish their tasks w thout
del ay;
(b) To ensure that excavations and exhumations of nortal remains are
undertaken in conformty with internationally accepted practice;
VI

Speci al Rapport eur

46. Expresses its appreciation to the fornmer Special Rapporteur

Ms. Elisabeth Rehn, for the positive inpact her work has had on the enjoynent
of human rights in the countries of her mandate;

47. Takes note with appreciation of the reports of the special
rapporteurs (E/CN. 4/1998/9, 12, 13, 14, 15, 63 and 164);

48. Decides to renew the mandate of the Special Rapporteur for
one year and wel cones the appoi ntnment of a new Special Rapporteur on the
situation of human rights in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Republic of Croatia
and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Mntenegro);

49. Requests the new Special Rapporteur, in addition to the activities
mandated in its resol utions 1994/72, 1996/ 71 and 1997/57:

(a) To work with the Hi gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts on behal f of
the United Nations in dealing with the question of m ssing persons, including
by participation in the International Commr ssion on M ssing Persons advisory
group and ot her groups involved in mssing persons issues, such as those
chaired by the Ofice of the Hi gh Representative and the Internationa
Committee of the Red Cross, and to include in his report to the Comm ssion
i nformati on about activities concerning m ssing persons in the forner
Yugosl avi a;

(b) To pay particular attention to the situation of persons bel onging
to ethnic mnorities and di spl aced persons, refugees and returnees who fal
wi t hin his mandat e;

(c) To address human rights issues that transcend the borders between
the States covered by his nmandate and whi ch can be addressed only through
concerted action in nore than one country;

50. Requests that the Special Rapporteur carry out m ssions to:

(a) Bosni a and Her zegovi na;

(b) The Republic of Croatia, including Eastern Slavonia, Baranja and

Western Sirnmum
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(c) The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro),
i ncluding to Kosovo, as well as to Sandjak and Vojvodi na;

51. Requests the Special Rapporteur to report to the Comm ssion, at
its fifty-fifth session, on the work carried out in fulfilnment of his mandate
and to present interimreports to the CGeneral Assenbly at its fifty-third
sessi on;

52. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to nmake the
Speci al Rapporteur's reports available to the Security Council and to
the Organi zation for Security and Cooperation in Europe;

53. Urges the Secretary-General, within existing resources, to make
all necessary resources available for the Special Rapporteur to carry out his
mandat e successfully and, in particular, to provide himw th adequate staff
based in those territories to ensure effective continuous nonitoring of the
human rights situation in the countries of the mandate and coordi nation with

ot her international organizations involved.

59t h neeting

22 April 1998

[ Adopted by a roll-call vote of 41 votes to none,
with 12 abstentions. See chap. X ]

1998/80. Situation of human rights in the Islanic Republic of Iran

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Reaffirm ng that all States Menbers of the United Nations have an
obligation to pronote and protect human rights and fundanental freedons as
stated in the Charter of the United Nations and as el aborated in the Universa
Decl arati on of Human Rights, the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts and
ot her applicable human rights instrunents,

M ndful that the Islamic Republic of Iran is a party to the
I nternational Covenants on Hunan Ri ghts,

Recal | ing previous resolutions of the General Assenbly and the
Commi ssi on on Human Rights on the subject, the npst recent of which are
Assenbly resol ution 52/142 of 12 Decenber 1997 and Conmi ssion
resol ution 1997/54 of 15 April 1997
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1. Wl cones:

(a) The report of the Special Representative of the Comr ssion
(E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 59 and Corr.1);

(b) The stated commitnent of the Governnent of the Islam c Republic of
Iran to encourage respect for the rule of law and its enmphasis on the
devel opnent of a society in which human rights are fully respected and in
which a civil society flourishes;

(c) | mprovenents in the area of freedom of expression, particularly in
the nedia and cultural fields, and in the authorities' wllingness to allow
nmore public denonstrations;

2. Notes with interest:

(a) The hol ding of presidential elections in the Islam c Republic of
Iran in 1997, and in this context calls upon the Government to neet
expectations for tangi bl e progress concerning human rights and fundanenta
freedons of individuals;

(b) The establishnment of the Conm ssion for Ensuring and Supervising
the I nplenentation of the Constitution with a remit to address any
shortcomngs in the inplenmentation or any violation of the Constitution

(c) Positive statements by the Government of the Islamc Republic of
Iran about the need to review |l aws and attitudes which discrim nate against
wonen, and the appointment of Iran's first woman Vi ce-President and of four
femal e judges;

(d) The observation of the Special Representative about the increased
wi |l lingness of the Iranian authorities to criticize and clanp down on
extrajudicial groups who attenpt to curtail freedom of expression

(e) The initiative of the Islanm ¢ Human Ri ghts Conmmi ssion in
i nvestigating incidents of concern, and the view of the Special Representative
that these noves represent an inportant step in the strengthening of human
rights in lran;

(f) The registration of certain non-governnmental organizations, as
well as a journalists' association

3. Expresses its concern:

(a) That in spite of this progress, human rights continue to be
violated in the Islamc Republic of Iran, in particular the |arge nunmber of
executions in the apparent absence of respect for internationally recognized

saf eguards, cases of torture and cruel, inhuman or degradi ng treatnent or
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puni shment, including anputation, stoning and public executions, the failure
to nmeet international standards in the administration of justice and the
absence of due process of |aw

(b) At the lack of transparency in the judicial system which makes it
difficult for Iranian and foreign observers to establish accurately the
situation of individuals, such as M. Mrteza Firouzi, accused of crinmes;

(c) At continuing grave violations of the human rights of the Baha'is,
as well as the discrimnation agai nst nmenbers of other religious mnorities,

i ncluding Christians, despite constitutional guarantees, the increased
pressure on religious comunities and persons suspected of proselytizing, and
the death sentences pronounced agai nst M. Dhabi hull ah Mahram and

M. Musa Talibi on the charge of apostasy, and against M. Bi hnam M thaqi and
M . Kayvan Khal aj abadi because of their beliefs;

(d) At the lack of continuity in the cooperation of the Governnent
wi th the nmechani sns of the Conm ssion on Human Rights, particularly the
failure of the Governnent of the Islanmic Republic of Iran to invite the
Speci al Representative to visit Iran in the period under review, and the | ow
rate of response by the Governnment to communications fromthe Specia
Represent ati ve;

(e) At the continuing threats to the life of M. Sal man Rushdi e, as
well as to individuals associated with his work, which appear to have the
support of the CGovernnent of the Islanmic Republic of Iran, and deeply regrets
the failure of the Governnment of the Islanmic Republic of Iran to condemm the
bounty offered for the assassination of M. Rushdie by the 15 Khordad
Foundati on;

(f) At the apparent reluctance of the Iranian authorities to prosecute
and puni sh those who conmit violence against critics of the Government;

(9) At the continued harassnent and intimdation of sone journalists
and witers, and of political and religious dissidents seeking to exercise
their freedom of expression

(h) At the continued |lack of full and equal enjoynment by women of
human ri ghts;

4, Calls upon the Government of the Islamc Republic of Iran

(a) To continue its positive efforts and to build upon its conm tnent
to consolidate respect for the rule of |law and all ow greater freedom of

expressi on;
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(b) To abide by its freely undertaken obligations under the
I nternational Covenants on Human Ri ghts and under other internationa
i nstruments on human rights, and to ensure that all individuals withinits
territory and subject to its jurisdiction, including nenbers of religious
groups and persons belonging to mnorities, enjoy all the rights enshrined in
t hose instrunents;

(c) To take all necessary steps to end the use of torture and the
practice of anputation, stoning and other forms of cruel, inhuman and
degr adi ng puni shnent ;

(d) To resume its cooperation with the nechani sns of the Comm ssion on
Human Rights, in particular with the Special Representative, to allow himto
continue his inquiry first-hand and to continue his dialogue with the
Gover nnment ;

(e) To inplenment fully the conclusions and reconmendati ons of the
Speci al Rapporteur on religious intolerance relating to the Baha'is,
Christians and other mnority religious groups, until they are conpletely
emanci pat ed;

() To increase efforts to bring into line with announced gover nnent
policy on freedom of expression the activities of various elenments in the
judiciary and the security services, as well as extrajudicial groups, which
are resisting positive changes and consequently the strengthening of human
rights;

(9) To build on the progress made in the |ast year by taking further
measures to elimnate discrimnation and human rights viol ati ons agai nst
wonen, including all discrimnation in law and in practice against them for
exanpl e by anmending article 1117 of the Civil Code, which subjects the taking
up of a profession by wonen to the prior consent of their husbands, and which
has been criticized by the International Labour Organization

(h) To refrain fromviol ence agai nst nenbers of the Iranian opposition
living abroad and to cooperate whol eheartedly with the authorities of other
countries in investigating and prosecuting offences;

(i) To provide satisfactory witten assurances that it does not

support or incite threats to the life of M. Sal man Rushdi e;
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(J) To ensure that capital punishnment will not be inposed for
non-viol ent crines, for apostasy, or otherwise in disregard of the provisions
of the International Covenant on Civil and Political R ghts and the
Uni ted Nations saf eguards;

(k) To provide the Special Representative with precise informtion on
the protection of human rights within the drug interdiction policy of the
Islam ¢ Republic of Iran

() To enbark on a process to bring the Islamc Human Ri ghts
Conmi ssion into line with the 1993 Principles relating to the status of
national institutions for the pronmption and protection of human rights, which
establish benchmarks for the conpetence of national institutions as well as
their conposition, the appointnment of nenbers, the guarantee of independence
and pluralism and on nethods of operation

5. Deci des:

(a) To extend the nandate of the Special Representative, as contained
in Conmi ssion resolution 1984/54 of 14 March 1984, for a further year, and
requests the Special Representative to subnit an interimreport to the
CGeneral Assenbly at its fifty-third session and to report to the Comm ssion at
its fifty-fifth session, and to keep a gender perspective in mnd when seeking
and anal ysing information;

(b) To request the Secretary-Ceneral to continue to give all necessary
assistance to the Special Representative to enable himto discharge his
mandate fully;

(c) To continue its exam nation of the situation of human rights in
the Islam c Republic of Iran, including the situation of mnority groups such
as the Baha'is and Christians, at its fifty-fifth session under the sane
agenda item

6. Recommends the follow ng draft decision to the Econonic and Soci al
Counci | for adoption

“The Econom ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Comm ssion on

Human Ri ghts resol ution 1998/80 of 22 April 1998, endorses the

Conmi ssion's decision to extend the nandate of the Speci al

Representative on the situation of human rights in the Islam c Republic

of Iran, as contained in Conm ssion resolution 1984/54 of 14 March 1984,
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for a further year, and requests the Special Representative to submt an
interimreport to the General Assenbly at its fifty-third session and to
report to the Cormission at its fifty-fifth session, and to keep a
gender perspective in mnd when seeking and anal ysing information. The
Council requests the Secretary-Ceneral to continue to give the Specia
Representative all necessary assistance to enable himto discharge his

mandate fully.”

59t h neeting

22 April 1998

[ Adopted by a roll-call vote of 23 votes to 14,
with 16 abstentions. See chap. X ]




