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1998/ 11. Human rights and unilateral coercive neasures

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Recal ling the purposes and the principles of the Charter of the
United Nati ons,

Reaffirm ng the pertinent principles and provisions contained in the
Charter of Economi c Rights and Duties of States proclained by the
CGeneral Assenbly in its resolution 3281 (XXIX) of 12 Decenber 1974, in
particular article 32 which declares that no State may use or encourage the
use of economc, political or any other type of neasures to coerce another
State in order to obtain fromit the subordination of the exercise of its
sovereign rights,

Recalling its resolution 1997/7 of 3 April 1997 and noting
General Assenbly resolution 52/120 of 12 Decenber 1997,

Recogni zi ng the universal, indivisible, interdependent and interrel ated
character of all human rights and, in this regard, reaffirmng the right to
devel opnent as an integral part of all human rights,

Recalling that the World Conference on Human Ri ghts called upon States
to refrain fromany unilateral measure not in accordance with internationa
| aw and the Charter of the United Nations that creates obstacles to trade
rel ati ons anong States and inpedes the full realization of all human rights,

Deeply concerned that, despite the recommendati ons adopted on this issue

by the Ceneral Assenmbly and United Nations conferences and contrary to genera
international |law and the Charter of the United Nations, unilateral coercive
measures continue to be pronulgated and inplenmented with all their negative
implications for the socio-humanitarian activities of devel oping countries,
including their extraterritorial effects, thereby creating additiona
obstacles to the full enjoynent of all human rights by peopl es and

i ndi vi dual s,

1. Calls once again upon all States to refrain from adopting or
i mpl enenting unilateral nmeasures not in accordance with international |aw and
the Charter of the United Nations, in particular those of a coercive nature
with extraterritorial effects, which create obstacles to trade rel ati ons anong
States, thus inpeding the full realization of the rights set forth in the
Uni versal Decl aration of Human Ri ghts and other international human rights
instruments, in particular the right of individuals and peoples to

devel opnent ;
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2. Rej ects the application of such neasures as tools for political or
econoni ¢ pressure agai nst any country, particularly against devel opi ng
countries, because of their negative effects on the realization of all human
rights of vast sectors of their populations, inter alia, children, wonen and
the el derly;

3. Reaffirms, in this context, the right of all peoples to
sel f-determ nation, by virtue of which they freely determine their politica
status and freely pursue their econom c, social and cultural devel opnent;

4, Also reaffirnms that essential goods such as food and nedici nes

shoul d not be used as tools for political coercion, and that in no case nmay a
peopl e be deprived of its own neans of subsistence;

5. Endorses and reaffirnms the criteria of the Wirking G oup on the

Ri ght to Devel opnent according to which unilateral coercive neasures are one
of the obstacles to the inplenentation of the Declaration on the Right to
Devel opnent ;

6. Wl conmes and endorses the recomrendati on made by the

I ntergovernnmental Goup of Experts on the Right to Devel opnent, according to
whi ch States should avoid the unilateral inposition of coercive economc
measures and extraterritorial application of donmestic |aws which run counter
to the principles of free trade and hanper the devel opnent of devel opi ng
countries, included among its suggestions for a global strategy for the
pronoti on and inplenentation of the right to devel opnent (see E/ CN. 4/1998/29);

7. Decides to give due consideration to the negative inpact of
uni |l ateral coercive nmeasures in its task concerning the inplenentation of the
right to devel opnent;

8. Request s:

(a) The United Nations Hi gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights, in
di scharging her functions in relation to the promotion, realization and
protection of the right to devel opnent, to pay due attention and give urgent
consideration to the present resol ution

(b) The Secretary General to bring the present resolution to the
attention of all Menber States and seek their views and information on the
i mplications and negative effects of unilateral coercive neasures on their
popul ations, and to subnmit a report thereon to the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts

at its fifty-fifth session;



E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ L. 11/ Add. 2
page 5

9. Decides to examine this question, on a priority basis, at its

fifty-fifth session under the same agenda item

38th neeting

9 April 1998

[ Adopted by a roll-call vote of 37 votes to 7
with 8 abstentions. See chap. V.]

1998/ 12. Adverse effects of the illicit novenent and
dunpi ng of toxic and dangerous products and
wastes on the enjoynent of human rights

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Quided by the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, the International Covenants on Human Rights and the Vienna
Decl arati on and Programme of Action, particularly on the question of the
human rights to life, to good health and to a sound environnment for every
i ndi vi dual

Recalling its resolutions 1997/9 of 3 April 1997, 1996/ 14
of 11 April 1996, 1995/81 of 8 March 1995, 1993/90 of 10 March 1993, 1991/47
of 5 March 1991, 1990/43 of 6 March 1990 and 1989/42 of 6 March 1989,

Recal ling also General Assembly resolutions 46/126 of 17 Decenber 1991
45/ 13 of 7 Novenber 1990, 44/226 of 22 Decenber 1989, 43/212 of
20 Decenber 1988, and 42/183 of 11 Decenber 1987 and Economnic and Soci a
Counci | decision 1995/288 of 25 July 1995,

Recal ling further debates at the regional level, specifically
resolution 1153 (XLVIII1) of 25 May 1988 of the Council of Mnisters of the

Organi zation of African Unity declaring that the dunping of toxic wastes in
the continent was a crinme against Africa and the African peopl e,

Affirmng that the illicit novenent and dunping of toxic and dangerous
subst ances and wastes constitute a serious threat to the human rights to life
and health of individuals, particularly in devel oping countries that do not
have the technol ogies to process them

Reaffirm ng that the international community nust treat all human rights
in a fair and equal manner, on the same footing and with the sanme enphasis,

Reaffirm ng al so General Assenbly resolution 50/174 of 22 Decenber 1995

on strengthening of United Nations action in the field of human rights through
the promotion of international cooperation and the inportance of

non-sel ectivity, inpartiality and objectivity,
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M ndful of the call by the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts, held at
Vienna from 14 to 25 June 1993, on all States to adopt and vi gorously
i mpl ement exi sting conventions relating to the dunping of toxic and dangerous
products and wastes and to cooperate in the prevention of illicit dunping,

Aware of the increasing rate of illicit nmovement and dunpi ng by
transnati onal corporations and other enterprises fromindustrialized countries
of hazardous and other wastes in African and other devel oping countries that
do not have the national capacity to deal with themin an environnentally
sound manner which constitutes a serious threat to the human rights to life,
good health and a sound environnent for everyone,

Aware also that many devel oping countries do not have the nationa
capacities and technol ogies to process such wastes in order to eradicate or
di m nish their adverse effects on the human rights to life and health,

1. Takes note of the progress report of the Special Rapporteur
(E/CN. 4/ 1998/ 10/ and Add. 1) and, in particular, the conclusions and
recommendati ons cont ai ned therein;

2. Wel cones the report of the Special Rapporteur on her mssion to
Africa (E/ CN. 4/1998/10/Add.2) and, in particular, expresses its appreciation
to the Governments of Ethiopia and South Africa for the cooperation extended
to the Special Rapporteur during her visit to those countries;

3. Categorically condemns the increasing rate of dunmping of toxic and

dangerous products and wastes in devel oping countries, which adversely affects
the human rights to life and health of individuals in those countries;

4, Reaffirms that illicit traffic and dunmpi ng of toxic and dangerous
products and wastes constitute a serious threat to the human rights to life,

health and a sound environnment of every individual

5. Urges all Governnments to take |egislative and other appropriate
measures with a viewto preventing illegal international trafficking in toxic

and hazardous products and wast es;

6. Invites the United Nations Environnment Programme, the secretariat
for the Basel Convention on the control of Transboundary Movenents of
Hazar dous Wastes and Their Disposal, the Comm ssion on Sustai nabl e
Devel opnent, the International Register of Potentially Toxic Chemicals, the
Food and Agriculture Oganization of the United Nations, the Internationa
Labour Organization, the Wrld Health Organization and the Organi zati on of

African Unity and ot her regional organizations to intensify their coordination
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and international cooperation and technical assistance on environnentally
sound managenent of toxic chemi cals and hazardous wastes, including the
qguestion of their transboundary novenent;

7. Takes note of the decision adopted at the Fourth Meeting of the
Conference of the Parties to the Convention, held in Kuching, Mlaysia
from23 to 27 February 1998, regarding the illegal traffic in hazardous wastes
whi ch enphasi zed the need for the parties to cooperate with each other and
with the secretariat on alleged cases of illegal traffic, and al so wel cones
the negoti ations towards the adoption of a new convention on internationa
trade in hazardous chenicals and pesticides;

8. Expresses its appreciation to the relevant United Nations

agencies, in particular the United Nations Environment Programre and the
secretariat for the Basel Convention, for the support extended to the

Speci al Rapporteur, and urges them and the international conmunity to continue
to give her the necessary support to enable her to discharge her mandate;

9. Urges the international comunity and the rel evant United Nations
bodies, in particular the United Nations Environment Progranme and the
secretariat for the Basel Convention, to give appropriate support to the
devel opi ng countries, upon their request, in their efforts to inplenent the
provi sions of existing international and regional instruments controlling the
transboundary novenent and dunping of toxic and dangerous products and wastes
in order to protect and pronpte the human rights to Iife and good heal th of
all;

10. Decides to renew the nandate of the Special Rapporteur for a
period of three years in order that she may continue to undertake, in
consultation with the relevant United Nations bodi es and organi zati ons and t he
secretariats of relevant international conventions, a global multidisciplinary
and conprehensive study of existing problenms of and solutions to illicit
traffic in and dunping of toxic and dangerous products and wastes, in
particul ar in devel oping countries, with a view to making concrete
recommendati ons and proposals on adequate neasures to control, reduce and
eradi cate these phenonena,;

11. Requests the Special Rapporteur to continue to consult al
rel evant United Nations bodi es, organizations and secretariats, in particular

the Chemi cal Division of the United Nations Environnent Programre, the Food
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and Agriculture O ganization of the United Nations and the secretariat for the
Basel Convention, and to take duly into account the progress nade in other
forunms and identify | oophol es;

12. Reiterates its request to the Special Rapporteur, in accordance

with her mandate, to include in her next report to the Comm ssion
conprehensive informati on on persons killed, mainmed or otherwise injured in
t he devel opi ng countries through this heinous act;

13. Encour ages the Special Rapporteur, in accordance with her mandate
and with the support and assistance of the Ofice of the H gh Comm ssioner for
Human Rights, to continue to provide Governments with an appropriate
opportunity to respond to allegations transmtted to her and reflected in her
report, and to have their observations reflected in her report to the
Commi ssi on;

14. Urges the Secretary-General to nake all necessary resources
avai l able to the Special Rapporteur to enable her to carry out her mandate
successfully and, in particular, to provide her with adequate financial and
human resources, including adm nistrative support;

15. Decides to continue consideration of the question of the adverse
effects of the illicit nmovenent and dunpi ng of toxic and dangerous products
and wastes on the enjoynent of human rights at its fifty-fifth session under
the agenda itementitled: “Question of the realization in all countries of
the econom c, social and cultural rights contained in the Universa
Decl arati on of Human Rights and in the International Covenant on Economi c,
Social and Cultural Rights, and study of special problenms which the devel oping

countries face in their efforts to achieve these human rights”.

38t h neeting

9 April 1998

[ Adopted by a roll-call vote of 33 votes to 14
with 6 abstentions. See chap. V.]

1998/ 13. Wirking G oup on Indigenous Popul ations of the
Sub- Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and
Protection of Mnorities and the Internationa
Decade of the Wrld's | ndi genous People

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Recalling its previous resolutions on the Wrking G oup on |Indigenous
Popul ati ons of the Sub-Conm ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and
Protection of Mnorities and the International Decade of the Wrld's

I ndi genous People, in particular resolution 1997/32 of 11 April 1997,
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Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolution 1982/ 34 of

7 May 1982, in which the Council authorized the Sub-Commi ssion on Prevention
of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities to establish annually a working
group on indigenous popul ations with the mandate to revi ew devel opnents
pertaining to the pronotion and protection of the human rights and fundanmenta
freedons of indigenous people, giving special attention to the evol ution of
standards concerning the rights of indigenous people,

Affirmng its recognition of the value and diversity of the cultures

and forns of social organization of indigenous people, and that the
devel opnent of indi genous people within their countries will contribute to
t he soci o-econom c, cultural and environnental advancenent of all the
countries of the world,

Recal ling that the goal of the International Decade of the Wrld's
I ndi genous People is to strengthen international cooperation for the solution
of problens faced by indi genous people in such areas as human rights, the
environnent, devel opnent, education and health, and that the thenme of the
Decade is “Indi genous people: partnership in action”

Recogni zi ng the inportance of consultation and cooperation with
i ndi genous people in planning and i npl ementing the programre of activities for
the Decade, the need for adequate financial support fromthe internationa
comunity, including support fromwthin the United Nations and the
speci al i zed agencies, and the need for adequate coordinati on and comuni cation
channel s,

|

Report of the Wrking G oup on |ndigenous Popul ati ons
of the Sub-Conmi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation
and Protection of Mnorities

1. Takes note of the report of the Sub-Comm ssion on Prevention of
Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities on its forty-ninth session
(E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 2- E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1997/ 50) and of the report of the Wrking G oup
on its fifteenth session (E/ CN 4/ Sub. 2/1997/14);

2. Urges the Wrking Group to continue its conprehensive revi ew of
devel opnents and of the diverse situations and aspirations of the world's

i ndi genous peopl e, and wel cones its proposal to highlight specific themes of
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the International Decade of the World's |Indigenous People at its future
sessions, including giving priority at its sixteenth session to the thene of
education and | anguage;

3. Invites the Working Group to take into account in its
del i berations on devel opnents pertaining to the pronotion and protection
of the human rights of indigenous people the work, within the framework of
their respective mandates, of all thematic special rapporteurs, specia
representatives, independent experts, working groups and expert seminars as it
pertains to the situation of indigenous people;

4, Recommends to the Econonmic and Soci al Council that the Working
Group be authorized to neet for five working days prior to the fiftieth
session of the Sub-Conmm ssion

5. Invites the Working Group to continue its consideration of ways in
whi ch the expertise of indigenous people can contribute to the work of the
Wor ki ng Group, and encourages initiatives by Governments, organizations of
i ndi genous peopl e and non-governmental organizations to ensure the ful
partici pation of indigenous people in the activities related to the tasks of
the Worki ng G oup;

6. Requests the Secretary-General

(a) To provi de adequate resources and assi stance to the Wrking G oup
in the discharge of its tasks, including adequate di ssem nation of information
about the activities of the Working G oup to Governnents, specialized
agenci es, non-governnental organizations and organi zati ons of indi genous
people, in order to encourage the w dest possible participation in its work

(b) To transmt the reports of the Wirking Goup to CGovernnents
organi zati ons of indi genous people and intergovernmental and non-governnenta
organi zations, as soon as possible, for specific comrents and suggestions;

7. Appeals to all Governnents, organizations and individuals in a
position to do so to consider contributing to the United Nations Vol untary
Fund for Indi genous Popul ati ons;

Il

International Decade of the World’s | ndi genous Peopl e

8. Takes note of the report of the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner
for Human Ri ghts (E/ CN. 4/1998/107);
9. Invites the Working Group on I ndigenous Popul ati ons to continue

its review of activities undertaken during the International Decade of the
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Worl d's | ndi genous Peopl e, and encourages Governnents and intergovernnenta
and non-governnmental organizations to provide information on the

i mpl enentati on of the goals of the Decade, in accordance with paragraph 16
of the annex to Ceneral Assenbly resolution 50/157 of 21 Decenber 1995;

10. Wel cones the affirmation by the General Assenbly that a nmgjor
objective of the Decade is the adoption of a declaration on the rights of
i ndi genous people and its recognition that anong the inportant objectives of
the Decade is the consideration of the possible establishnment of a pernmanent
forum for indigenous people in the United Nations system

11. Requests the Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts to consider
organi zi ng, taking into account the United Nations Decade for Human Ri ghts
Education and the priority to be given, including to education and | anguage,
at the sixteenth session of the Wrking G oup on Indigenous Popul ati ons, and
recogni zi ng the inportance of strengthening the capacity of indigenous people
to devel op their own solutions to their problens, a workshop for research and
hi gher education institutions focusing on indigenous issues in education, to
i mprove exchange of infornmation between such institutions and to encourage
future cooperation, in consultation wth indigenous people and in
col l aboration with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultura
Organi zation and other relevant United Nations bodies;

12. Requests the Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights, in her capacity
as coordinator of the Decade, to submt an updated annual report review ng
activities within the United Nations system under the progranmme of activities
for the Decade to the Commission on Human Rights at its fifty-fifth session
under the agenda itementitled “Indi genous issues”, in accordance with the
request by the General Assenbly to the Secretary-Ceneral

13. Enphasi zes the inportant role of international cooperation in
pronmoting the goals and activities of the Decade and the rights, well-being
and sust ai nabl e devel opment of i ndi genous peopl e;

14. Encour ages Governnents to support the Decade by contributing to
the Voluntary Fund for the Decade;

15. Al so_encourages Governments, as appropriate, recognizing the

i nportance of action at the national l|evel for the inplementation of the goals
and activities of the Decade, to support the Decade, in consultation with

i ndi genous peopl e, by:
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(a) Preparing rel evant programes, plans and reports in relation to
t he Decade and establishing national committees or other nmechani snms invol ving
i ndi genous people to ensure that the objectives and activities of the Decade
are planned and inplemented on the basis of full partnership wth indigenous
peopl e;

(b) Seeki ng nmeans of giving indigenous people greater responsibility
for their owm affairs and an effective voice in decisions on matters which
af fect them

(c) Identifying resources for activities designed to inplenent the
goal s of the Decade;

16. Appeal s to intergovernmental and non-governnental organizations
to support the Decade by identifying resources for activities designed to
i npl enment the goals of the Decade, in cooperation with indi genous peopl e;

17. Encour ages Governnents to consider contributing, as appropriate,
in support of the achievenent of the goals of the Decade, to the Fund for the
Devel opnent of I ndigenous Peoples of Latin Anerica and the Cari bbean

18. Recommends that the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Hunman Ri ghts, when
devel opi ng programes within the franework of the International Decade of the
Worl d' s | ndigenous People and the United Nations Decade for Human Ri ghts
Educati on, give due regard to the devel opnment of human rights training for
i ndi genous peopl e;

19. Encour ages the Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights to cooperate
with the Departnent of Public Information in preparing and di ssenmi nating
i nformati on on the International Decade of the Wrld' s |Indi genous Peopl e,
taki ng due care to portray accurately the information regardi ng i ndi genous
peopl e;

20. Invites the United Nations financial and devel opment institutions,
operational programres and specialized agencies, in accordance with the
exi sting procedure of their governing bodies:

(a) To give increased priority and resources to inproving the
condi tions of indigenous people, with particular enphasis on the needs of
t hese people in devel oping countries, including through the preparation of
speci fic programmes of action for the inplenentation of the goals of the

Decade, within their areas of conpetence;
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(b) To | aunch special projects, through appropriate channels and in
col | aboration with indi genous people, for strengthening their comunity-Ieve
initiatives, and to facilitate the exchange of information and experti se anong
i ndi genous peopl e and other rel evant experts;

(c) To designate focal points or other nechanisns for coordination
with the High Comm ssioner for Human Rights of activities relating to the
Decade;

21. Deci des to consider the International Decade of the Wrld' s
I ndi genous People at its fifty-fifth session under the agenda itementitled
“1 ndi genous issues”.

38th neeting

9 April 1998
[ Adopted wi thout a vote. See chap. XXII1.]

1998/ 14. Wbrking Group of the Conm ssion on Human Rights to
el aborate a draft declaration in accordance with
paragraph 5 of General Assenbly resolution 49/214
of 23 Decenber 1994

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Bearing in m nd CGeneral Assenbly resolution 47/75 of 14 Decenber 1992
and Part 11, paragraph 28, of the Vienna Declaration and Progranme of Action
( A/ CONF. 157/ 23) ,

Reaffirm ng its resolution 1995/32 of 3 March 1995, in which it
establ i shed an open-ended inter-sessional working group with the sol e purpose
of el aborating a draft declaration, considering the draft contained in the
annex to resolution 1994/45 of 26 August 1994 of the Sub-Comm ssion on
Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities, entitled “Draft
United Nations declaration on the rights of indigenous peoples”, for
consi deration and adoption by the General Assenmbly within the Internationa
Decade of the World's I ndi genous Peopl e,

Reaffirmng in particular that the invitation contained in that

resol uti on was addressed to organi zati ons of indi genous people seeking
authorization to participate in the working group

Recogni zi ng that organi zations of indigenous people have speci al
knowl edge and understanding of the current situation of the world s indigenous
peopl e and their hunman rights needs,

Recal | i ng General Assenbly resolution 49/214 of 23 Decenber 1994, in

whi ch the Assenbly encouraged the Conmi ssion to consider the draft declaration
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with the participation of representatives of indigenous people, on the basis
of and in accordance with appropriate procedures to be determ ned by the
Commi ssi on,

Wel coming the progress nade in the process of drafting a declaration on
the rights of indigenous people, and enphasi zing the inportance and specia
nature of such a draft declaration as an instrunent specifically for pronoting
the rights of indigenous people,

Recalling the need for the working group to consider all aspects of the
draft declaration, including its scope of application

1. Takes note of the report of the working group (E/ CN. 4/1998/ 106 and
Corr. 1) and wel conmes the continuation and positive nature of the deliberations
of the working group, particularly the nmeasures taken to ensure effective
i nput by organi zations of indi genous peopl e;

2. Expresses its appreciation for the work of the Econoni c and Soci al

Council in considering applications from organi zati ons of indigenous people to
participate in the working group under the procedures set out in the annex to
Commi ssi on on Human Ri ghts resol ution 1995/ 32;

3. Wel cones the decisions of the Econonmic and Soci al Counci
approving the participation of organizations of indigenous people in the work
of the working group, and urges the Council to process all pending
applications as soon as possible, taking strictly into account the procedures
set out in the annex to Conmm ssion on Human Ri ghts resolution 1995/ 32;

4, Recommends that the working group neet for ten working days prior
to the fifty-fifth session of the Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts, the cost of the
nmeeting to be met fromw thin existing resources;

5. Encour ages organi zati ons of indi genous people which are not
al ready registered to participate in the working group and which wish to do so
to apply for authorization in accordance with the procedures set out in the
annex to Conmm ssion on Human Ri ghts resolution 1995/ 32;

6. Requests the working group to submt a progress report for
consi deration by the Comm ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-fifth session
under the agenda itementitled “Indi genous |ssues”

7. Recommends the followi ng draft resolution to the Econom ¢ and

Soci al Council for adoption:
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“The Econom ¢ and Soci al Counci |l

“Taki ng note of Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts resolution 1998/ 14
of 9 April 1998,

“1. Aut hori zes the open-ended inter-sessional working group of
the Comm ssion on Hunan Rights established in accordance with Comr ssion
resol ution 1995/32 of 3 March 1995 to neet for a period of ten working
days prior to the fifty-fifth session of the Conm ssion, the costs of
the neeting to be met fromw thin existing resources;

‘2. Requests the Secretary-General to extend all necessary
facilities, fromw thin existing United Nations resources, to the
wor ki ng group for its meetings.”

38th neeting

9 April 1998
[ Adopted wi thout a vote. See chap. XXII1.]

1998/ 15. I nternati onal Convention on the Protection of the Rights
of All Magrant Wrkers and Menbers of Their Famlies

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Reaf firm ng once nore the permanent validity of the principles and
standards enbodied in the principal instrunents regarding the internationa
protection of human rights, in particular the Universal Declaration of Human
Ri ghts, the International Covenants on Human Rights, the Internationa
Convention on the Elimnation of All Fornms of Racial Discrimnation, the
Convention on the Elimnation of Al Fornms of Discrimnation agai nst Wnen and
the Convention on the Rights of the Child,

Bearing in nmnd the principles and standards established within the

framewor k of the International Labour Organization and the inportance of the
task carried out in connection with mgrant workers and their famlies in
ot her specialized agencies and in various United Nations bodies,

Concerned at the situation of migrant workers and nmenbers of their
famlies and at the narked increase in mgratory novenents that has occurred,
especially in certain parts of the world,

Underlining the inportance of the creation of conditions to foster
greater harnony and tol erance between migrant workers and the rest of the
society of the State in which they reside, with the aimof elimnating the
growi ng mani festati ons of raci smand xenophobi a taking place in segnments of
many soci eties and perpetrated by individuals or groups against m grant

wor ker s,
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Recal | i ng General Assenbly resolution 45/158 of 18 Decenber 1990, by
whi ch the Assenmbly adopted and opened for signature, ratification and
accession the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of Al
M grant Workers and Menbers of Their Families, contained in the annex to the
resol ution,

Considering that the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action adopted
by the Worl d Conference on Human Ri ghts (A/ CONF. 157/23) urges all States to
guarantee the protection of all nmigrant workers and their famlies and invites
themto consider the possibility of signing and ratifying the Convention at
the earliest possible tine,

1. Expresses its deep concern at the grow ng manifestations of

raci sm xenophobi a and other forms of discrimnation and i nhuman and degr adi ng
treatment against migrant workers in different parts of the world;

2. Urges countries of destination to review and adopt, as
appropriate, neasures to prevent the excessive use of force and to ensure that
their police forces and conpetent mgration authorities conply with the basic
standards relating to the decent treatment of m grant workers and their
famlies, inter alia, through the organi zation of training courses on hunman
rights;

3. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the status of
the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All M grant
Wor kers and Menbers of Their Families (E/ CN. 4/1998/75), and wel cones the fact
that some Menber States have recently ratified and acceded to the Convention

4, Calls upon all Menmber States to consider the possibility of
signing and ratifying or acceding to the Convention as a matter of priority,
and expresses the hope that this international instrunent will enter into
force at an early date;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to provide all facilities and
assi stance necessary for the active pronotion of the Convention, through the
World Public Information Canpai gn for Human Rights and the programme of
advisory services in the field of human rights;

6. Wl conmes the | aunching of the gl obal canpaign for entry into force
of the Convention, and invites organi zati ons and agenci es of the
United Nations system as well as intergovernnmental and non-governmenta
organi zations, to continue and intensify their efforts with a viewto

di ssem nating infornmation on and pronoting the Convention
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7. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the Conmission at its
fifty-fifth session a report on the status of the Convention and on the
efforts made by the Secretariat to pronote the Convention and the protection
of the rights of mgrant workers;

8. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-fifth
session the itementitled “Measures to i nprove the situation and ensure the

human rights and dignity of all mgrant workers”

38t h neeting

9 April 1998

[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. Xl .]

1998/ 16. Magrants and human rights

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Considering that the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts proclains
that all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights and that
everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedons set out therein, wthout
distinction of any kind, in particular as to race, colour or national origin

Affirm ng that every State party to the International Covenant on C vi
and Political Rights must ensure to all individuals within its territory and
subject to its jurisdiction the rights recognized in that Covenant,

Reaffirm ng that every State party to the International Covenant on
Econom ¢, Social and Cultural Rights must undertake to guarantee that the
rights enunciated in that Covenant will be exercised w thout discrimnation of
any kind, including as to national origin,

Deeply concerned at the increasing manifestations of racism xenophobia

and ot her fornms of discrimnation and i nhuman and degradi ng treatnent agai nst
mgrants in different parts of the world,

Bearing in mnd the situation of vulnerability in which mgrants

frequently find thensel ves, ow ng, anong other things, to their absence from
their State of origin and to the difficulties they encounter because of
di fferences of |anguage, custons and culture,

Considering that there is a need to nmake further efforts to inprove the
situation and ensure the human rights and dignity of migrants,

Recalling its resolution 1997/15 of 3 April 1997

1. Acknow edges that the principles and standards enbodied in the

Uni versal Declaration of Human Ri ghts apply to everyone, including mgrants;
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2. Requests States, in conformty with their respective
constitutional systens, the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts and the
international instrunments to which they are party, which may include the
I nternational Covenants on Human Rights, the Convention against Torture and
O her Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatnment or Punishnent, the Internationa
Convention on the Elimnation of All Fornms of Racial Discrimnation, the
Convention on the Elimnation of Al Fornms of Discrimnation agai nst Wnen,

t he Convention on the Rights of the Child and other applicable internationa
human rights instrunents, effectively to pronbte and protect the human rights
of all mgrants;

3. Takes note of the report of the working group of intergovernnental
experts on the human rights of migrants (E/ CN. 4/1998/76);

4, Notes with appreciation that the questionnaire subnmtted by the
wor ki ng group of intergovernnental experts received, in a short period of
time, an unprecedentedly |arge nunber of responses from Governnents, clearly
indicating great interest on the part of the international conmmunity in the
effective realization of the human rights of mgrants and the need to inprove
know edge on the obstacles to the realization of those rights;

5. Deci des to reconvene the working group of intergovernnental
experts, on the same basis, in order that it may fulfil its nmandate as set out
in paragraph 3 of Commission resolution 1997/15, to neet for two periods of
five working days prior to the fifty-fifth session of the Comm ssion

6. Requests the working group of intergovernnental experts to submt
its report to the Commi ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-fifth session under

the appropriate agenda item

38t h neeting

9 April 1998

[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. Xl .]

1998/ 17. Viol ence against wonen nigrant workers

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Recalling all previous resolutions on violence agai nst wonen mi grant
wor kers adopted by the General Assenbly, the Comm ssion on the Status of
Wonen, the Comm ssion on Crinme Prevention and Crimnal Justice and the
Commi ssion on Human Rights, as well as the Declaration on the Elimnation of

Vi ol ence agai nst Wonen,
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Affirm ng the outcone of the World Conference on Human Ri ghts, the
I nternational Conference on Popul ation and Devel opnent, the World Summt for
Soci al Devel oprment and the Fourth World Conference on Wonmen, specifically as
they pertain to wonen migrant workers,

Enphasi zi ng the need for accurate, objective and conprehensive
information, as well as for a w de exchange of experiences and | essons | earned
by individual countries in protecting and pronoting the rights and wel fare of
wonen migrant workers for policy forrmulation and joint action

Noting the | arge nunmbers of wonen from devel opi ng countries and from
some countries with econonmies in transition who continue to venture forth to
nore affluent countries in search of a living for thenselves and their
famlies as a consequence of, inter alia, poverty, unenployment and other
soci o-econom ¢ conditions, and acknow edgi ng the duty of sending States to
work for conditions that provide enploynment and security to their citizens,

Concerned by the continuing reports of grave abuses and acts of violence
conmitted agai nst the persons of wonen nigrant workers by sone enployers in
some host countries,

Encour aged by sonme neasures adopted by sone receiving States to
alleviate the plight of wonen migrant workers residing within their areas of
jurisdiction,

Recogni zi ng the inportance of continued cooperation at the bilateral
regional, and international levels in protecting and pronoting the rights and
wel fare of wonmen m grant workers,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-Ceneral on viol ence
agai nst wonmen mi grant workers (E/ CN. 4/1998/74);

2. Invites Governnments, particularly of sending and receiving
countries, in cooperation with relevant United Nations bodi es, other
i ntergovernmental organi zati ons and non-governnmental organizations, to
undertake further research on the causes and consequences of viol ence agai nst
wonen migrant workers, including the causes of outflow of wonen mi grant
wor kers, and to devel op appropriate national data-collection nmethodol ogi es
that will generate conparable data as bases for research and anal yses on the
subj ect ;

3. Encourages the Committee on the Elimination of Discrinnation
agai nst Wnen to consi der devel oping a general recomrendati on on the situation

of wonen m grant workers;
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4, Requests the working group of intergovernnmental experts on the
human rights of migrants, within its nmandate, to consider the probl em of
vi ol ence agai nst wonen m grant workers and to el aborate recomendations to
strengthen the pronotion, protection and inplenmentation of the human rights of
wonen m grant workers;

5. Call s upon concerned Governnents, particularly those of sending
and receiving countries, if they have not done so, to put in place penal and
crimnal sanctions to punish perpetrators of violence against wormen m grant
wor kers and, to the extent possible, to provide the victinms of violence with
the full range of imedi ate assi stance, such as counselling, |egal and
consul ar assistance, temporary shelters and other measures that will allow
themto be present during the judicial process as well as establishing
reintegration and rehabilitation schemes for returning wonen migrant workers;

6. Invites the States concerned, specifically the sending and
receiving States, to consider adopting appropriate |egal neasures agai nst
i nternmedi ari es who deliberately encourage the clandestine nmovement of workers
and who exploit wonen m grant workers;

7. Encourages States to consider signing and ratifying or acceding
to the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of Al M grant
Wor kers and Menbers of Their Families, as well as the Sl avery Convention
of 1926;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to submt to the Comm ssion on
Human Rights at its fifty-sixth session a conprehensive follow up report on
t he problem of violence against wonen mi grant workers, taking into account the
views of States and based on the expertise and all available information from
authorities and bodies within the United Nations system intergovernnenta
organi zati ons and ot her sources, including non-governnental organizations;

9. Decides to continue to consider the question at its fifty-sixth

sessi on under the rel evant agenda item

38t h neeting

9 April 1998

[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. Xl .]
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1998/ 18. | npl enentation of the Declaration on the Elinination
of All Forns of Intolerance and of Discrimnation
Based on Religion or Belief

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Recalling that all States have pl edged thensel ves, under the Charter of
the United Nations, to pronpte and encourage universal respect for and
observance of human rights and fundanental freedons for all wthout
di stinction as to race, sex, |anguage or religion

Recalling also General Assenmbly resolution 36/55 of 25 Novenber 1981, by

which it proclainmed the Declaration on the Elimnation of Al Forms of
I ntol erance and of Discrimnination Based on Religion or Belief,

Recalling further article 18 of the International Covenant on Cvil and
Political Rights, article 18 of the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts,
Part 11, paragraphs 22 and 38 of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of
Action, and other relevant international provisions,

Enphasi zing that the right to freedom of thought, conscience, religion
and belief is far-reaching and profound, and that it enconpasses freedom of
t hought on all matters, personal conviction and the comritnent to religion or
bel i ef, whether manifested individually or in community wth others,

1. Takes note of the report of the Special Rapporteur on religious
i ntol erance (E/CN. 4/1998/6 and Add.1 and Add. 2);

2. Condemms all forns of intol erance and of discrimnation based on
religion or belief;

3. Encourages the efforts nade by the United Nations High
Conmi ssioner for Human Rights to coordinate in the field of human rights the
activities of relevant United Nations organs, bodies and nechani sns dealing
with all fornms of intolerance and of discrimnation based on religion or
bel i ef ;

4. Urges States:

(a) To ensure that their constitutional and |egal systens provide
adequate and effective guarantees of freedom of thought, conscience, religion
and belief to all w thout discrimnation, including the provision of effective
renedies in cases where the right to freedomof religion or belief is

vi ol at ed;
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(b) To ensure, in particular, that no one within their jurisdiction is
deprived of the right to life or the right to liberty and security of person
because of religion or belief, or is subjected to torture or arbitrary arrest
or detention on that account;

(c) In conformity with international standards of human rights, to
take all necessary action to conbat hatred, intolerance and acts of viol ence,
intimdation and coercion notivated by intol erance based on religion or
belief, including practices which violate the human rights of wonmen and
di scri m nate agai nst wonen;

(d) To recogni ze, as provided in the Declaration on the Elimnation of
Al Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimnation Based on Religion or Belief,
the right of all persons to worship or assenble in connection with a religion
or belief and to establish and nmaintain places for these purposes;

(e) To ensure that, in the course of their official duties, nmenbers of
| aw enforcement bodies, civil servants, educators and other public officials
respect different religions and beliefs and do not discrimnate on the grounds
of religion or belief;

(f) To exert their utnost efforts, in accordance with their nationa
I egislation and in conformity with international human rights standards, to
ensure that religious places, sites and shrines are fully respected and
prot ect ed;

(9) To pronote and encourage through the educati onal system and by
ot her means, understanding, tolerance and respect in matters relating to
freedom of religion or belief;

5. Enphasi zes that, as underlined by the Human Rights Committee,
restrictions on the freedomto nmanifest religion or belief are permtted only
if limtations are prescribed by law, are necessary to protect public safety,
order, health or norals, or the fundanental rights and freedons of others, and
are applied in a manner that does not vitiate the right to freedom of thought,
consci ence and religion

6. Encourages the continuing efforts by the Special Rapporteur to
exam ne incidents and governnental actions in all parts of the world that are
i nconpatible with the provisions of the Declaration and to reconmend renedi a

measures as appropriate;
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7. Stresses the need for the Special Rapporteur to apply a gender
perspective, inter alia through the identification of gender-specific abuses,
in the reporting process, including in information collection and in
recommendati ons;

8. Calls upon all Governments to cooperate with the Speci al
Rapporteur on religious intolerance and to give serious consideration to
inviting the Special Rapporteur to visit their countries so as to enable him
to fulfil his nmandate even nore effectively;

9. Wel conmes the work of the Special Rapporteur and reiterates the
need for himto be able to respond effectively to credible and reliable
i nformati on that cones before him and invites himto continue to seek the
views and comments of Governnments concerned in the el aboration of his report,
as well as to continue to carry out his work with discretion and i ndependence;

10. Recogni zes that the exercise of tolerance and non-di scrim nation
by all actors in society is necessary for the full realization of the ainms of
t he Decl arati on;

11. Wl cones and encourages the efforts of non-government al

organi zations and religi ous bodies and groups to pronmpote the inplenmentation of
the Declaration and invites themto consider what further contribution they
could make to its inplementation and dissem nation in all parts of the world;

12. Decides to extend for three years the nmandate of the Speci al
Rapporteur appointed to exam ne incidents and governmental action in all parts
of the world which are inconsistent with the provisions of the Declaration and
to recommend renedi al neasures, as appropriate;

13. Considers it desirable to enhance the pronotional and public

information activities of the United Nations in matters relating to freedom of
religion or belief and to ensure, as a matter of priority, the w dest possible
di ssem nation of the text of the Declaration by United Nations information
centres, as well as by other interested bodies;

14. Requests the Secretary-General to provide all necessary assistance
to the Special Rapporteur to enable himto carry out his mandate, to submt an
interimreport to the CGeneral Assenbly at its fifty-third session and to

report to the Conmission at its fifty-fifth session
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15. Decides to continue its consideration of the question at its
fifty-fifth session under the agenda itementitled “Inplementation of the
Decl aration on the Elimnation of All Fornms of I|Intolerance and of
Di scrim nati on Based on Religion or Belief”.
39th neeting

9 April 1998
[ Adopted wi thout a vote. See chap. XVIII.]

1998/ 19. Rights of persons belonging to national or
ethnic, religious and linguistic nmnorities

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Recal | i ng General Assenbly resolution 47/135 of 18 Decenber 1992, as
wel | as subsequent resolutions on the Declaration on the R ghts of Persons
Bel onging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Mnorities,

Considering that the pronotion and protection of the rights of persons
bel onging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic mnorities
contribute to political and social stability and peace and enrich the cultura
heritage of society as a whol e,

Concerned by the frequency and severity of disputes and conflicts
concerning mnorities, and their often tragi c consequences, and that persons
bel onging to mnorities are particularly vul nerable to displacenent,

Acknow edgi ng that the United Nations has an increasingly inportant role

to play regarding the protection of mnorities by, inter alia, taking due
account of and giving effect to the Declaration

Wl coming the inter-agency consultation of the United Nations Hi gh
Conmi ssioner for Human Rights with United Nations programes and agenci es on
mnority issues,

Recalling its resolution 1995/24 of 3 March 1995, in which the
Conmi ssion, inter alia, decided to authorize the Sub-Conm ssion on Prevention
of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities to establish, initially for a
three-year period, an inter-sessional working group consisting of five of its
menbers, to nmeet each year for five working days in order to pronote the
rights of persons belonging to mnorities,

Taki ng note of Sub-Comm ssion resolution 1997/23 of 27 August 1997,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the rights of

persons bel onging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic mnorities
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(E/CN. 4/1998/90), as well as of the report of the Working Group on Mnorities
on its third session (E/CN. 4/Sub.?2/1997/18), and in particular the
recommendat i ons cont ai ned t herein;

2. Reaffirms the obligation of States to ensure that persons
bel onging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic mnorities may
exercise fully and effectively all human rights and fundanental freedons
wi t hout any discrimnation and in full equality before the |law in accordance
with the Declaration on the Rights of Persons Bel onging to National or Ethnic,
Rel i gi ous and Linguistic Mnorities;

3. Urges States and the international conmunity to pronote and
protect the rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and
linguistic mnorities, as set out in the Declaration, including through the
facilitation of their participation in all aspects of the political, econom c,
social, religious and cultural life of society and in the econom c progress

and devel opnent of the country;

4, Al so urges States to take, as appropriate, all the necessary
constitutional, legislative, adnministrative and other nmeasures to pronmote and

give effect to the Declaration

5. Recommends that the human rights treaty bodi es, when considering
reports submtted by States parties, give particular attention to the
i npl ementation of articles relating to the rights of persons belonging to
national or ethnic, religious and linguistic mnorities;

6. Calls upon the Secretary-General to nake avail able, at the request
of Governnents concerned, qualified expertise on mnority issues, including
the prevention and resolution of disputes, to assist in existing or potentia
situations involving mnorities;

7. Requests the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights to
continue her efforts to inprove the coordination and cooperati on of
United Nations progranmes and agencies active in the field of the pronotion
and protection of the rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic,
religious and linguistic mnorities;

8. Calls upon the Hi gh Commi ssioner to continue to pronote, within
her mandate, the inplenentation of the Declaration and to engage in a dial ogue

wi th Governnments concerned for that purpose;
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9. Calls upon all special representatives, special rapporteurs and
wor ki ng groups of the Conmission to continue to give attention, within their
respecti ve mandates, to situations involving mnorities;

10. Commends the role of the Working Group on Mnorities of the
Sub- Commi ssion as an inportant forumfor reviewi ng the pronotion and practica
realization of the Declaration, for exam ning possible constructive sol utions
to problems involving mnorities, recommendi ng further measures, as
appropriate, for the pronotion and protection of the rights of persons
bel onging to national ethnic, religious and |linguistic mnorities, as well as
for its work achieved so far;

11. Decides to extend the mandate of the Working Group with a view to
its holding one session of five working days annually;

12. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the Wrking Goup, from
within existing resources, with all the necessary services and facilities to
fulfil its mandate;

13. Calls again upon States, intergovernnmental organizations,

Uni ted Nations bodi es and non-governnental organizations to participate
actively in the work of the Working G oup, including through witten
contri butions;
14. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the Conmission at its
fifty-fifth session a report on the inplenentation of the present resolution
15. Deci des to continue consideration of this issue at its fifty-fifth

sessi on under the sane agenda item

39t h neeting

9 April 1998

[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. XVI.]

1998/ 20. A permanent forum for indigenous people
in the United Nations system

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Recal ling the recomendati ons pertaining to indigenous peopl e included
in the Vienna Declaration and Programre of Action adopted by the Wrld
Conf erence on Human Ri ghts (A/ CONF.157/23), in particular the recomendati on
that the establishnment of a permanent forum for indigenous people in the
United Nations system should be considered in the framework of the

I nternational Decade of the World' s |Indi genous Peopl e,
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Recogni zi ng the growi ng i nterest and concern for indigenous issues in
organi zati ons and departnents of the United Nations system as docunented in
the report of the Secretary-General on the review of the existing nechanisns,
procedures and progranmes within the United Nations concerning indi genous
people (A/51/493), and noting the need to ensure coordination and regul ar
exchange of information anmong the concerned and interested parties -
Governnments, the United Nations and indi genous people - on an ongoi ng basi s,

Bearing in mnd its previous resolutions 1994/28 of 4 March 1994,
1995/ 30 of 3 March 1995, 1996/41 of 19 April 1996 and 1997/ 30 of
11 April 1997, as well as General Assenbly resolutions 49/214 of
23 Decenber 1994, 50/157 of 21 Decenber 1995, 51/78 of 12 Decenber 1996
and 52/ 108 of 12 Decenber 1997,

1. Notes that the General Assenbly, in its resolution 52/108,

reaf firmed anong t he objectives of the Decade the consideration of the
establ i shnment of a permanent forum for indigenous people in the United Nations
system and appointed the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts as
Coordi nator for the Decade to pronote its objectives;

2. Wel cones the holding in Santiago, from30 June to 2 July 1997, of
t he second workshop on a permanent forum for indigenous people within the
United Nations system in accordance with Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts
resol ution 1997/30, and takes note of the report thereon (E/ CN. 4/1998/11
and Add. 1-2), including the suggestion that the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts at
its fifty-fourth session should consider howto further the process of the
establ i shnment of a permanent forum for indigenous people within the
United Nations system inter alia through the drafting of concrete proposals
to this effect and bearing in mnd the possibility of submtting the matter to
t he Economi ¢ and Social Council for action

3. Takes note of the reconmendati on of the General Assenbly, inits
resol ution 52/108, that the Conmi ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-fourth
session take into account the outcone of the workshop and the conments
received by the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts from
Governnments, the relevant United Nations bodi es and organi zati ons and
i ndi genous organi zations in its further consideration of the possible
establ i shnment of a permanent forum for indigenous people within the

United Nations system
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4, Decides to establish an open-ended inter-sessional ad hoc worKking
group, fromw thin existing overall United Nations resources, to el aborate and
consi der further proposals for the possible establishnent of a permanent forum
for indigenous people within the United Nations system

5. Requests the ad hoc working group to take into account in its work
the reports of the two workshops and any conments received from Gover nnents,
United Nations organi zati ons and bodi es, specialized agencies, indigenous
organi zations, the Wrking Goup on Indigenous Popul ations, as well as such
i deas as the High Commissioner, in her role as Coordinator for the Decade, may
wi sh to present to the ad hoc working group;

6. Al so requests the ad hoc working group to submt its report,

i ncludi ng proposals, to the Conmi ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-fifth
session for consideration;

7. Deci des that participation in the ad hoc working group will be
according to the same procedures as agreed upon for the working group
established in accordance wi th Conm ssion on Human Rights resol ution 1995/ 32
of 3 March 1995 and the annex attached thereto;

8. Al so _deci des that non-governnental organizations in consultative

status with the Econonmic and Social Council and other rel evant organi zations
of indigenous people which have the right to participate in the working group
established in accordance with resolution 1995/32 automatically be granted the
right to participate in the ad hoc working group established in accordance
with the present resol ution;

9. Requests that the ad hoc working group neet for five working days
prior to the fifty-fifth session of the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts;

10. Decides to continue its consideration of this matter at its
fifty-fifth session under the agenda itementitled “Indi genous issues”.

39th neeting

9 April 1998
[ Adopted wi thout a vote. See chap. XXII1.]

1998/ 21. Tolerance and pluralismas indivisible el enents
in the pronotion and protection of human rights

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Recalling the Preanble to the Charter of the United Nations which
enjoins the peoples of the United Nations to practise tolerance and live

together in peace with one another as good nei ghbours,
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Recalling also that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights affirns

t hat education shall be directed to the full devel opment of the human
personality, the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundanmenta
freedons and shall pronote understanding, tol erance and friendship anong al
nations, racial or religious groups,

Recal ling further the rel evant paragraphs of the Vienna Declaration and

Programe of Action,

Noting that tol erance involves a positive acceptance of diversity and
that pluralismenconpasses the willingness to accord equal respect to the
civil, political, econonmc, social and cultural rights of all individuals,
wi t hout distinction based on race, colour, sex, |anguage, religion, politica
or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status,

Recogni zi ng that tol erance and pluralism strengthen denpcracy,
facilitate the full enjoynent of all human rights and thereby constitute a
sound foundation for civil society, social harnony and peace,

Aware that on the eve of the twenty-first century, the world is wtness
to historical and far-reaching transformations in the course of which forces
of aggressive nationalism absence of religious tolerance and ethnic extrem sm
continue to produce fresh chall enges,

Noting that in a nulti-ethnic, multi-religious and rmulticultural world,
no society is beyond the dangers posed by the absence of tol erance and the
vi ol ence which this can breed,

Conscious that all fornms of discrimnation, including on ethnic grounds,
are factors that pronote intolerance and infringe upon human rights and
fundanental freedons, which in turn may threaten denocratic pluralism and
endanger harnony, peace and stability both within States and internationally,

Convinced that the guiding principles of denocratic society, such as
equality, the rule of |aw, accountability of governnent, the observance of
human rights, respect for pluralismand the practice of tolerance, need to be
actively pronoted by the international comunity,

Recogni zing that efforts to pronmpote tol erance require cooperation by
States, civil society and individuals,

Recogni zi ng_al so that promoting a culture of tol erance through hunman

rights education is an objective that nust be advanced in all States, and that
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the Ofice of the Hi gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts and mechani snms of the
United Nations human rights system have an inportant role to play in this
regard,

1. Condemms unequi vocally all violent acts and activities that

i nfringe upon human rights, fundanental freedons and denocracy;

2. Reiterates the obligation of all States and the internationa
conmunity to:

(a) Pronot e uni versal respect for and observance of all human rights
and fundanental freedons;

(b) Protect effectively the human rights of all persons belonging to
national or ethnic, religious and linguistic mnorities w thout any
discrimnation and in full equality before the Iaw

(c) Oppose all fornms of discrimnation based on race, colour, sex,
| anguage, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin,
property, birth or other status in order to pronote tol erance and pluralism at
the national and international |evels;

(d) Take steps to counter all manifestations of hatred, intolerance
and acts of violence;

(e) Pronot e and enhance tol erance, coexistence and harnoni ous
rel ati ons between ethnic, religious, linguistic and other groups and ensure
that the values of pluralism respect for diversity and non-di scrimnation are
pronoted effectively;

(f) Promote a cul ture conducive to pronoting and protecting human
rights, fundanental freedons and tol erance, inter alia through education
| eading to genuine pluralism a positive acceptance of diversity of opinion
and belief and respect for the dignity of the human person

3. Calls upon the United Nations Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts
and her O fice to:

(a) Include, in its work programres, within overall existing
resources, the pronotion of tol erance, where appropriate through workshops and
sem nars, using nass nedia and non-governnental organizations and through its
programe of advisory services and technical cooperation to assist countries
in their national programes;

(b) Undertake, in that regard, specific educational initiatives and
public awareness activities for the pronotion of tolerance and pluralism

within the programmes and activities being inplenmented as part of the
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United Nations Decade for Human Ri ghts Education, 1995-2005, the Internationa
Decade of the World's |Indigenous Peopl e, 1995-2005 and the Third Decade to
Conbat Raci sm and Raci al Discrimnation, 1993-2003;

(c) Advi se or assist countries, upon request, through its progranmre of
advi sory services and techni cal cooperation, to put in place effective
saf eqguards, including appropriate |egislation, to guarantee the full enjoynent
of all human rights by all segnents of their popul ation, w thout
di scrimnation of any Kkind;

(d) Include details of activities undertaken by the Ofice of the
Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights to inplement the present resolution in her
report to the Commission at its fifty-sixth session

4, Calls upon the rel evant nmechani sns of the Conmi ssion to:

(a) Attach the highest priority to the effective pronotion, at the
nati onal and international |evels, of the values of denocracy, pluralismand
t ol erance;

(b) Further study situations and conditions that pronote tolerance;

(c) Continue efforts ainmed at identifying commonly accepted principles
and best practices to pronote tolerance and pluralism

5. Wel conmes the role of civil society, particularly non-governnent al
organi zati ons working at the grass-roots level, in dissemnating the
i nportance of tolerance and pluralismthrough their awareness-raising
activities;

6. Decides to consider this question at its fifty-sixth session under

the rel evant agenda item

40t h neeting

9 April 1998

[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. XVI.]



