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XXI'T1. I NDI GENOUS | SSUES
1. The Commi ssion considered agenda item 23 at its 18th to 21st meeti ngs,
on 26 and 27 March, and at its 38th and 39th neetings, on 9 April 1998. 1/
2. For the documents issued under agenda item 23, see annex IV to the
present report. For a list of all resolutions and decisions adopted by the
Commi ssion and Chairman's statenments, by agenda item see annex V to the
present report.
3. At the 18th neeting, on 26 March 1998, the Chairman-Rapporteur of the
Wor ki ng Group established in accordance with Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts
resol ution 1995/32 of 3 March 1995, M. José Urrutia, introduced the report of
the Working Group (E/CN. 4/1998/106 and Corr.1).
4, In the general debate on agenda item 23, statenments 2/ were nmade by the
foll owi ng nenbers of the Conmission: Argentina (19th), Brazil (20th),
Canada (19th), Chile (19th), Cuba (20th), Guatemala (20th), Peru (19th),
Phi | i ppi nes (20th), Russian Federation (19th), Ukraine (19th).
5. The Conmi ssion heard statenments by the observers for: Australia (20th),
Bolivia (20th), Estonia (19th), New Zealand (19th), Spain (19th). The
observer for Switzerland al so nade a statenment (20th).
6. Statenents were al so made by the observers for the International Labour
Organi zation (19th) and the World Health Organi zation (19th).
7. The Conmi ssion al so heard statements by the foll owi ng non-governnenta
organi zations: Anerican Association of Jurists (19th), Anti-Slavery
I nternational (19th), Asian Buddhi st Conference for Peace (19th), Franciscans
International (19th), Indian Law Resource Centre (19th), I|ndian Mvenent
Tupaj Amaru (19th), International Comm ssion of Jurists (21st), Internationa
Educati onal Devel opnent, Inc. (19th), International Federation of Rural Adult
Cat holic Movements (21st), International Indian Treaty Council (19th),
International League for the Rights and Liberation of Peoples (21st),
I nternational Movenent against Al Forms of Discrimnation and Racism (19th),
I nternational Organization for the Devel opnent of Freedom of Education (20th),
I nternational Organization of |ndigenous Resource Devel oprment (19th),
I nternati onal Peace Bureau (21st), International Wrk Goup for Indigenous
Affairs (19th), Inuit Circunpolar Conference (19th), Lutheran Wrld
Federation (21st), Mnority Rights Goup (20th), Mpvenent agai nst Raci sm and
for Friendship among Peoples (20th), North-South XXI (21st), Pax Chri st

International (20th), Saam Council (20th), Service for Peace and Justice in
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Latin Anerica (21st), Transnational Radical Party (20th), Wrld Al liance of
Ref or med Churches (21st), World Council of Churches (19th), World Federation
for Mental Health (21st), Wrld Wde Fund for Nature International (21st).

Working Group on | ndi genous Popul ati ons of the Sub-Comm ssion on Prevention of
Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities and the Internati onal Decade of
the World's | ndi genous Peopl e

8. At the 38th nmeeting, on 9 April 1998, the observer for New Zeal and

i ntroduced draft resolution E/CN. 4/1998/L.22, sponsored by Argentina,
Australia, Canada, Chile, Cyprus, Denmark, Ecuador, Estonia, Finland, Greece,
Guat enal a, Honduras, Ireland, Latvia, Mexico, New Zeal and, Ni caragua, Norway,
Peru, the Russian Federation, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. Andorra, Bolivia
Brazil, Col ombia, Costa Rica, France and the Philippines subsequently joined
t he sponsors.

9. In accordance with rule 28 of the rules of procedure of the functiona
conmi ssions of the Econonic and Social Council, the attention of the

Commi ssion was drawn to the estinated adm nistrative and progranme budget

implications 3/ of the draft resol ution

10. The draft resolution was adopted wi thout a vote. For the text of the
resolution as adopted, see chapter Il, section A resolution 1998/13.
11. In view of the adoption of resolution 1998/13, the Conm ssion took no

action on draft decision 3 recommended by the Sub- Comm ssion on Prevention of
Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities for adoption by the Comm ssion
(see E/CN. 4/1998/2-E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1997/ 50, chap. 1).

Wrking Goup of the Comm ssion on Hunman Ri ghts to el aborate a draft
declaration in accordance with paragraph 5 of General Assenbly
resolution 49/214 of 23 Decenber 1994

12. At the 38th neeting, on 9 April 1998, the representative of Canada

i ntroduced draft resolution E/CN. 4/1998/L.23, sponsored by Argentina,
Australia, Canada, Chile, Cyprus, Denmark, Finland, Guaterala, Mexico,

New Zeal and, Ni caragua, Norway, Peru, Sweden and Switzerland. Bolivia,
Brazil, Ecuador, Estonia, G eece, the Russian Federation, Spain and the
United States of America subsequently joined the sponsors.

13. In accordance with rule 28 of the rules of procedure of the functiona
comm ssions of the Econom ¢ and Social Council, the attention of the

Commi ssion was drawn to the estinmated adm nistrative and progranme budget

implications 3/ of the draft resol ution
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14. The draft resolution was adopted wi thout a vote. For the text of the
resolution as adopted, see chapter Il, section A resolution 1998/ 14.

A permanent forum for indigenous people in the United Nations system
15. At the 38th neeting, on 9 April 1998, the representative of Denmark

i ntroduced draft resolution E/ CN. 4/1998/L. 24, sponsored by Argentina,

Bangl adesh, Bolivia, Canada, Chile, Cyprus, Dennmark, Estonia, Finland, G eece,
Guat emal a, Honduras, Latvia, Lithuania, Mexico, Nepal, Norway, Portugal

the Russi an Federation, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and Ukrai ne. Andorra,
Bel gi um Col onbi a, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Iceland, the Netherlands and Peru
subsequent|ly joined the sponsors.

16. Statenents in connection with the draft resolution were made by the
representatives of Cuba, Denmark and France.

17. The second preanbul ar paragraph, and operative paragraphs 2 and 4 of the
draft resolution were orally revised by the representative of Denmark

18. In accordance with rule 28 of the rules of procedure of the functiona
conmi ssions of the Econonic and Social Council, the attention of the

Commi ssion was drawn to the estinated adm nistrative and progranme budget
implications 3/ of the draft resol ution

19. At the 39th nmeeting, on 9 April 1998, the second preanbul ar paragraph
was further orally revised by the representative of DenmarKk.

20. Statenents in connection with the draft resolution were made by the
representatives of Cuba and Denmark

21. Statements in explanation of vote before the vote were made by the
representatives of Cuba and the United States of Anerica.

22. A statenent in explanation of vote after the vote was nade by the
representative of Japan.

23. The draft resolution, as orally revised, was adopted w thout a vote.
For the text of the resolution as adopted, see chapter |1, section A,

resol uti on 1998/ 20.

Protection of the heritage of indigenous people

24, At its 38th nmeeting, on 9 April 1998, the Conmi ssion considered draft
deci sion 2 recommended by the Sub-Conm ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation
and Protection of Mnorities for adoption by the Conm ssion (see

E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 2- E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1997/ 50, chap. 1I).

25. The draft decision was orally amended by the representative of Brazil by

deleting the letter “s” fromthe word “peopl es”
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26. Statenents in connection with the draft decision were nmade by the
representatives of Brazil and Cuba.

27. In accordance with rule 28 of the rules of procedure of the functiona
conmi ssions of the Econonic and Social Council, the attention of the

Conmmi ssion was drawn to the estinated adm nistrative and progranme budget
implications 3/ of the draft decision

28. The draft decision, as orally anended, was adopted w thout a vote.
For the text of the decision as adopted, see chapter Il, section B
deci si on 1998/..

Permanent forumwithin the United Nations systemfor indigenous peoples

29. At its 39th nmeeting, on 9 April 1998, the Conmmi ssion considered draft

decision 1 recommended by the Sub-Conm ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation
and Protection of Mnorities for adoption by the Conm ssion (see

E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 2- E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1997/ 50, chap. 1I).

30. Statements in connection with the draft decision were made by the
representatives of Brazil, Canada, Cuba, Dennmark and Mexi co.

31. Under rul e 65, paragraph 2, of the rules of procedure of the functiona
conmi ssions of the Econonic and Social Council, the representative of Canada
noved that the Conm ssion take no decision on draft decision 1 of the

Sub- Commi ssion. The notion was adopted w thout a vote.



