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1998/... Traffic in wonen and qgirls

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Recalling all previous resolutions on the problemof traffic in wonmen
and girls adopted by the General Assenbly and the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts
as well as the Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of
the Exploitation of the Prostitution of O hers,

Reaf firm ng the provisions adopted by the World Conference on Human
Ri ghts, the World Summit for Social Devel opment, the Fourth World Conference
on Wonen and the Ninth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and

the Treatment of Offenders pertaining to the traffic in wonen and children

* |In accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3, of the rules of procedure of
the functional commissions of the Econom ¢ and Social Council
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Acknow edgi ng the work done by intergovernnmental and non-gover nnment al

organi zations in compiling information on the scale and conplexity of the
probl em of trafficking, in providing shelter for trafficked wonen and
children, and in effecting their voluntary repatriation to their countries of
origin,

Noting with concern the increasing number of wonen and girls who are

being victim zed by traffickers and acknow edgi ng that trafficking also
victim zes young boys,

Stressing the urgent need to elininate all fornms of sexual violence and
trafficking, including for prostitution, which are violations of human rights
of women and girls and are inconpatible with the dignity and worth of the
human person, through the adoption of effective neasures nationally,
regionally and internationally,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the

Secretary-Ceneral on the traffic in wonen and girls (A/52/355);

2. Wel comes national, regional and international efforts to inplement
the recomrendati ons of the World Congress Agai nst Commercial Sexua
Expl oitation of Children, and calls upon Covernnents to take further measures

in that regard;

3. Calls upon Governnents to crimnalize trafficking in wonen and
girls inall its forns, to condenn and penalize all the offenders involved,

i ncluding internediaries, whether their offence was commtted in their own or
in a foreign country, while ensuring that the victinms of those practices are
not penalized, and to penalize persons in authority found guilty of sexually

assaulting victinms of trafficking in their custody;

4, Al so calls upon Governments of countries of origin, transit and
destination and appropriate regional and international organizations to
i mpl enent the Platformfor Action of the Fourth World Conference on Wnen by:

(a) Considering the ratification and enforcenent of internationa
conventions on trafficking in persons and on sl avery;

(b) Taki ng appropriate neasures to address the root factors, including
external factors that encourage trafficking in wonen and girls for
prostitution and other forns of commercial sex, and strengthening existing
legislation with a view to providing better protection of the rights of wonen

and girls and punishing the perpetrators through crimnal and civil neasures;
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(c) I ncreasi ng cooperation and concerted action by all relevant |aw
enforcenent authorities and institutions with a view to dismantling national
regi onal and international networks in trafficking;

(d) Al |l ocating resources to provide conprehensive programres designed
to heal and rehabilitate into society victins of trafficking, including
through job training, |egal assistance and health care; and

(e) Devel opi ng educati onal and training progranmes and policies and
consi dering enacting | egislation ainmed at preventing sex tourism and
trafficking, giving special enphasis to the protection of young wonen and
chil dren;

5. Invites Governments, with the support of the United Nations, to
formul ate manuals for the training of personnel who receive and/or hold in
tenporary custody victinms of gender-based violence, including trafficking,
with a viewto sensitizing themto the special needs of the victins;

6. Encour ages rel evant United Nations bodi es and organi zati ons,
including the United Nations International Research and Training Institute for
t he Advancenent of Wonen, the United Nations Devel opment Fund for Wnen, the
United Nations Children's Fund, the International Labour Organization and the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, as well as
the International Organization for Mgration, to contribute to the preparation
of guidelines for the use of Governnments in the el aboration of their manual s,
in cooperation with relevant intergovernnental and non-governnental
or gani zati ons;

7. Al so _encourages the Ofice of the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human

Rights to continue to include the issue of traffic in wonmen and girls inits
programe of work under its advisory, training and information activities,
with a view to providing assistance to CGovernnents, upon their request, in
instituting preventive neasures against trafficking through education and
appropriate information canpai gns

8. Invites the Special Rapporteur on violence agai nst wonmen and the
Speci al Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child
por nogr aphy of the Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts and the Working Group on
Cont enporary Fornms of Slavery of the Sub-Comm ssion on Prevention of

Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities to continue addressing, within
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their respective mandates, the problemof trafficking in women and girls as a
priority concern, and to recommend, in their reports, measures to conbat such
phenonmena;

9. Also invites relevant intergovernnental and non-governnental

organi zations to provi de advisory services to Governnments, upon their request,
in planning and setting up rehabilitation programres for victinms of
trafficking and in training personnel who will be directly involved in the

i npl enent ati on of those programres;

10. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the Comm ssion, at its
fifty-fifth session, with his report to the General Assenbly at its
fifty-third session on the inplenmentation of the present resolution

11. Decides to continue its consideration of the question at its

fifty-fifth session under the rel evant agenda item



