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| nt r oduction

1. The establishment of the Wirking G oup on Mnorities was recommended by
t he Sub- Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of
Mnorities in its resolution 1994/4 of 19 August 1994 and authorized by the
Commi ssion on Human Rights in its resolution 1995/24 of 3 March 1995, in which
it called upon the Sub-Conmi ssion to exanmine, as a matter of priority, ways
and neans to pronote and protect effectively the rights of persons bel onging
to minorities as set out in the Declaration on the Ri ghts of Persons Bel ongi ng
to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Mnorities of

18 Decenber 1992. For that purpose it authorized the Sub-Comm ssion to
establish, initially for a three-year period, an inter-sessional working
group. This resolution was subsequently endorsed by the Econom c and Soci a
Council in its resolution 1995/31 of 25 July 1995.

2. The fourth session of the Working Group is scheduled to be held at the
United Nations Ofice at Geneva from 25 to 29 May 1998.

1. Adoption of the agenda

3. The provisional agenda for the fourth session of the Wrking G oup
contai ned in docunent E/CN. 4/Sub.2/AC. 5/1998/1 includes itens on the pronotion
of the rights of persons belonging to mnorities as set out in the Declaration
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on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and

Li nguistic Mnorities. The Conm ssion on Human Rights, inits

resolution 1995/ 24, requested the Wirking Goup to give priority consideration
to the three main itens contained in paragraph 9 of that resolution, namely:

(a) To review the pronotion and practical realization of the
Decl arati on on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic,
Rel i gi ous and Linguistic Mnorities;

(b) To exam ne possible solutions to problens involving mnorities,
i ncluding the pronotion of nutual understandi ng between and anong mnorities
and Governnents;

(c) To recommend further neasures, as appropriate, for the pronotion
and protection of the rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic,
religious and linguistic mnorities.

4, In accordance with the above-nentioned paragraph, the Wrking G oup
decided to consider, at its present session, the follow ng issues in the
follow ng order: reviewing the pronotion and practical realization of the
Decl arati on on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic,
Rel i gi ous and Linguistic Mnorities; exam ning possible solutions to probl ens
involving mnorities, including the pronotion of nutual understandi ng between
and anmong nminorities and Governnents; reconmmendi ng further neasures, as
appropriate, for the pronotion and protection of the rights of persons

bel onging to national or ethnic, religious and |inguistic mnorities; the
future role of the Wirking G oup; and other matters.

2. Oganization of work

5. It is envisaged that the nunber of neetings for each agenda itemw || be
as follows: four neetings for agenda item3 (a); three neetings for agenda
item3 (b); two neetings for agenda item 3 (c); and one neeting for agenda
itenms 4 and 5.

6. In accordance with paragraph 124 of the report of the Working G oup at
its third session (E/ CN 4/ Sub.2/1997/18) and paragraph 7 of Sub-Comm ssion
resol ution 1997/23, a seminar will be held in Geneva on the role of the nedia
and the protection of mnorities on 22 and 23 May 1998.

3. (a) Reviewing the pronotion and practical realization of the
Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to
National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Mnorities

7. Under this itemthe Wirking G oup decided to categorize the rel evant
i ssues to be discussed according to national, bilateral, regional, and
i nternational |evels.

8. In accordance with paragraph 108 of the report of the Working G oup on
its third session (E/ CN 4/ Sub.2/1997/18), the Wrking Goup has before it the
wor ki ng paper prepared by M. Eide providing an interpretation of the
principles contained in the Declaration (E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 5/1998/ WP. 1) .
Furthernore, in accordance with paragraph 109 of the report, the Working G oup
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has before it the working paper containing information received and col | ected
on “best practices” in the field of minority rights, with a special focus on
measures adopted to give effect to the principles contained in the Declaration
(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 5/ 1998/ WP. 2) .

(i) At the national |evel:

(a) Constitutional and main | egal provisions protecting the existence
and identity of mnorities (art. 1.1). Al participants irrespective of their
status, are welcone to submt information and proposals on this subject;

(b) The rights of persons belonging to minorities, individually or in
comunity with other members of their group, to enjoy their own culture, to
profess and practise their own religion, and to use their own | anguage, in
private and in public (arts. 2.1 and 3). For this purpose, information on
| egi sl ati ve and admi nistrative neasures and on positive exanples of the
application of those rights is encouraged;

(c) Ef fective participation by nenbers of mnorities, individually or
in community with others, including (i) effective participation in cultural
religious, social, econonmic and public life (art. 2.2); (ii) effective
participation in decisions at the national and regional |evel concerning the
mnority to which they belong or the regions in which they live (art. 2.3);
(iii) the right of persons belonging to mnorities to establish and maintain
their own associations (art. 2.4); and (iv) participation by persons bel ongi ng
to mnorities in the econom c progress and devel oprment in their country
(art. 4.5);

(d) The val ue and content of education ained at protecting the
cultural identity of persons belonging to mnorities, including the right to
| earn and have instruction in their nother tongue (art. 4.3);

(e) The val ue and content of intercultural education in providing
persons belonging to mnorities with adequate opportunities to gain know edge
of the society as a whole (art. 4.4) and in fostering reciprocal understanding
and tol erance anong all groups;

() The need to pay due regard for the legitimte interests of persons
bel onging to mnorities in national policies and progranmes (art. 5.1);

(9) The rol e of national institutions.

(ii) At the bilateral and regional |evels:

(a) The exi stence, use and value of bilateral treaties and simlar
agreenents on good nei ghbourly relations and on the treatnent of persons
bel onging to minorities; inclusion in such treaties of the rights of persons
bel onging to mnorities as contained in the Declaration

(b) The exi stence, use of, and experiences with regional mechani sms
for the protection of persons belonging to mnorities, in accordance with the
Decl arati on.
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(iii) At _the international |evel:

(a) Cooperation anong States on questions relating to persons
bel onging to mnorities, in accordance with the Declaration, including,
inter alia, exchanging information and experiences in order to pronote nutual
under st andi ng and confidence (arts. 6 and 7);

(b) The role of the Ofice of the H gh Conmm ssioner for Human Ri ghts,
t he Conm ssion and the Sub-Commi ssion and the United Nations progranme of
techni cal cooperation and advi sory services;

(c) The role of the treaty bodies including the Human Rights Comm ttee
(HRC), the Committee on the Elimnation of Racial Discrimnation (CERD), the
Conmittee on the Elimnation of All Fornms of Discrimnation agai nst Wonen
(CEDAW, the Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and the Committee on
Econom ¢, Social and Cultural Ri ghts (CESCR)

(d) The role of the United Nations bodi es and specialized agenci es;

(e) The role of international financial institutions;

(f) The rol e of non-governnental organizations.

3. (b) Exam ning possible solutions to problens involving
mnorities including the pronmotion of nutua

under st andi ng bet ween and anpbng nminorities and
Gover nnent s

9. Under this item it was decided by the Working Group to discuss the
fol | ow ng:

(a) Exam nati on of the causes and nature of the problens affecting
m norities and group accommodati on, and their possible solutions;

(b) The role of the nedia and the protection of mnorities. The
Wor ki ng Group has before it the working paper on the sem nar held on 22 and
23 May 1998 on this subject (E/ CN. 4/Sub.2/AC. 5/1998/WP. 3);

(c) Exam nati on of issues relating to forcible displacenment of
popul ati ons, including threats of renoval, and the return of persons who have
been di spl aced,;

(d) Techni cal cooperation as a contribution to finding solutions;

(e) Nat i onal recourse and conciliation machineries, including
nati onal conmm ssions or councils, community nediation and other forns of
vol untary di spute avoi dance or settlenent, and mechani sms for dial ogue between
and anong minorities and Governnents;

(f) Prevention and early warni ng nechani sns.
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3. (c) Recommending further nmeasures, as appropriate, for the
pronotion and protection of persons belonging to
national or ethnic, religious and linguistic mnorities

10. It was decided that the Wrking Goup would continue to call on observers
to consider further neasures for the protection of persons belonging to
mnorities which could act as exanples or be replicated.

4. The future role of the Whrking G oup

11. The Working Group recommended that it should, in accordance with its
mandat e, continue to act as a forumfor dialogue and exchange of i deas,

i nformati on and experiences with a view to the el aboration of

proposal s for constructive group accommodati on and further nmeasures to pronote
and protect the rights of persons belonging to mnorities.

5. Oher matters

12. Under this item nenbers of the Wirking G oup nay consider a range of
issues relating to its nmandate and its activities. The Wrking Goup may al so
have before it further working papers, if prepared in tine.



