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F u l l time m i l i t a r y se rv i ce i n the Ghana Armed Forces i s on volxintary b a s i s 
and every c i t i z e n en t e r i ng i n t o such se rv ice accep t s to d o • s c a f t e r being acquain ted 
with the f u l l terms a,nd cond i t ions of se rv ice a p p l i c a b l e . Indeed our 1олге know of 
no c o n s c r i p t i o n o r dra.f t . In these c i rcumstances t h e r e f o r e , the ques t i on of 
consc ien t ious o b j e c t i o n to mil i tar j ' " s e rv i ce does not a r i s e . 

Bes ides , A r t i c l e 22 of our C o n s t i t u t i o n p r o t e c t s any person from forced 
l abour . But A r t i c l e 22(3) goes on to spec i fy s i t u a t i o n s which \ i i l l not be 
considered to be forced labour and consc ien t ious- o b j e c t i o n . M i l i t a r y se rv i ce i s 
c i t e d to be one of such except ions when pleaded by a person who i s a member of the 
Armed F o r c e s . 

However, i t does not mean tha t . anyone .who i s not a member of the Armed Forces 
can use consc i en t ious o b j e c t i o n to m i l i t a r y se rv i ce as an excuse when the re i s the 
need to take up arms to defend the n a t i o n . This i s made c l e a r by A r t i c l e 2 7 ( 6 ) ( a ) . 
For even though A r t i c l e 27 ( i ) guarantees, freedom of consc ience , the sa id 
A r t i c l e 27(6) (a ) s t a t e s t h a t d e s p i t e A r t i c l e 27, laws which a re i n c o n s i s t e n t with 
A r t i c l e 27 can be made i f the purpose i s i n t e r _ a l i a ' i n the i n t e r e s t of d e f e n c e ' . 

Thus d e s p i t e the vo lun t a ry na tu re of our m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e , t he re may be 
occasions when conscient io t i s o b j e c t i o n to m i l i t a r y s e rv i ce may be r a i s e d on groxinds 
of freedom of conscience but t h i s w i l l not be countenanced, due to the except ion 
made i n A r t i c l e 27(6) (a ) of the C o n s t i t u t i o n . 


