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COMMISSIOIT OH IITOJAÎT RIGHTS 

T h i r t y - s e v e n t h s e s s i o n 
SÜB-COI-ÍÍISSIOIT Oil PISVEilTIOH cr DISCIlBiimïIOii 

Am PROTECTION OF l î I l K S I T I G S 
T h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n 

OlIESTION OP TIIE VIOIATIOIi OP Ш Л Ш Г RIGHTS АШ) PUEDAMEfiTAL FEEEDOldS, 
ííTCLUDIHG POIJCIES OP RACIAL DISCRDIIKATICN АШ) SEGREGâTIOI АЮ) OP 
АРАКТаВГ!), lÏÏ ALL C L U E T R I E D ^ VJITH PARTICULAR REPERSNCE T O COLOÎIRL 

km OTI-IER DEPEin)EHT C O T O I T R I E S AWÛ TEPJÍITORIES 

COIt-ÎOîUCATIOH DATED 30 AUGUST I98O ADDRESSED TO TP̂ E DIRECTOR OI' 

TIE D i v i s i o n 'OP НШтН RIGHTS BY THE MIFISTER OP PORSIGIÍ APPàlRS 

АШ) IHPORI-IàTIÛH OP TIE REPUBLIC OP SOUTH AFRICA 

The Hon. E . P . B o t h a , I I . P . 

• ' C o n p l i m e n t s , Have h o n o u r t o t r a n s m i t f o l l o w i n g r e p l y t o message from 

Cha„irin£i.n o f Coi-nmission on Ншю.п R i g h t s c o n v e y e d i n уоггг t e l e g r a m IISC J/06: 

' Y o u r m e s s a g e t r a n s m i t t e d by t h e D i r e c t o r o f t h e U n i t e d H â t i o n s 
D i v i s i o n o f Human R i g h t s i n t e l e g r a m MSG 7.'06 o f 25 Augu.st lOGO r e a c h e d 
my o f f i c e on t h e raoraing o f 26 A u g u s t a f t e r y o u had a l r e a d y r e l e a s e d t h e 
conteiTcs t o t h e vaedia. and t h e y had formed t h e s u b j e c t o f r a d i o b r o a . d c a s t s . 
Q u i t e a p a i ' t fi-om t h e propjriet; ' - o f such a c t i o n , i t l e a v e s t h e i m p r e s s i o n 
\r i th me t h a t y o u a r e more i n t e r e s t e d i n d e r i v i n g p r o p a g a n d a a d v a n t a g e from 
y o u r c o m m u n i c a t i o n t h a n i n r e s o l v i n g m a t t e r s i n w h i c h j^ou p u r p o r t t o b e 

I t o t a l l y r e j e c t t h e a c c u s a t i o n s o f t h e Ad Hoc \ i o r k i n g Group o f 
E x p o r t s and y o u r s e l f on b e h a l f o f t h e Corainission on Пшлап R i g h t s . The 
V/orking G r o u p , f o l l o v r i n g i t s u s u a l p r a c t i c e s h a s f a b r i c a t e d a s e r i e s o f 
u n t r u t h s and y o u h a v e a c c e p t e d them irithoivi: a n y at-[;Gmpt t o v e r i f y t h e i r 
a c c u r a c y . T h i s c o n f i r m s t h e l i o r k i n g G r m i p ' s , t h e C o m m i s s i o n ' s and y o u r 
о т т t o t a l l a c k o f i m p a r t i a l i t y and o b j e c t i v i t y . ; '/hile i m p u g n i n g liijr 
c o i m ó r y ' s j u d i c i a l s y s t e m y o u i n уоггг c a p a c i t y o f Спа.1гшл a r e y o u r s e l f 
g a i i l t y o f v i o l a t i n g a n e l e m e n t a r y l e g a l p r i n c i p l e b y s e t t i n g y o u r s e l f up 
a s a p o l i c e m a n , p r o s e c u t o r and j u d g e and r e n d e r i n g judgement v / i t h o u t 
b o t h e r i n g t o examine e v i d e n c e t h a t d o e s n o t su. i t y o u . Tho W o r k i n g Group 
and t h e Commiss ion a r e c l e p r l y b i a s e d and a r e p o r s u , i n g a v e n d e t t a a g a i n s t 
m.y c o i m t r y , r e l y i n g on p r o p a g a n d a m a t e i - i a l g e n e r a t e d b y o r i ^ n i z a t i o n s 
whose r a . i s o n d ' e t r e i s w a g i n g o f a campaign o f v i l i f i c a t i o n o f S o u t h A f r i c a 
T h e i r r i t i i a l i s t i c annus.l r e p e t i t i o n o f c o n c o c t e d a c c u s a o t i o n s a g a . i n s t 
S o u t h A f r i c a , d e s i g n e d t o h e i g h t e n c r e d i b i l i t y t h r o u g h f a m i l i a r i t y , i n 
f a c t s e r v o s m e r e l y t o u n d e r l i n e t h e a b s e n c e o f a n y f a c t u a l s u b s t a n c e t o 
t h e a l l e g a t i o n s . 
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C i v i l i z e d l e g a l p i - a c t i c e s a r e f o l l o v ; e c l i n S o u t h A f r i c a a . n d ' t h e 
W o r k i n g Groiip ' s a c c u s a t i o n s i n - r e g a r d t o t h e i rapriconment of" c h i l d r e n 
a r e a b s u r d . Our c o u r t s f u n o t i o n o p e n l y and a n y d e p a r t u r e from ' 
• i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y a c c e p t e d s tahdai -ds and norms o f c o u r t p r o c e d u r e w o u l d 

" b e e x p o s e d and condenmed d o m e s t i c a l l y l o n g b e f o r e t h e y ' c o u l d b e ; ' '; ; 
c a r r i e d a b r o a d b y p o l i t i c a l o p p o r t u n i s t s . Our p r i s o n s ' a r e p e r l u d i c a l l y " 
v i s i t e d bj r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e I n t e n m t i o n a l Committee o f t h e 

• Hed C r o s s and i f t h e p r a c t i c e s a l l e g e d b y t h e VJorlcing Group and t h e 
Commission d i d i n f a c t o c c u r , t h e y w o u l d u n d o u b t e d l y be e x p o s e d . •• T h i s 
h a s n o t h a p p e n e d . F u r t h e r m o r e e v i d e n c e p u b l i s h e d b y The Sunday T r i b u n e 
i n S o u t h A f r i c a on 24 A u g u s t I9GO s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e r e p o r t r e g ï i - r à i n g 
t h e a l l e g e d e x p l o i t a t i o n o f b l a c k c h i l d r e n a s farm l a b o u r e r s i s b a s e d 
on c h i l d r e n ' s b o o k s p u b l i s h e d a s l i t e r a c y a i d s b y a c o m m e r c i a l 
p r i n t i n g c o n c e r n i n J o h a n n e s b u r g . 

The V/orking Group and t h e Commission e x p r e s s e s c o n c e r n f o r t h e 
w e l f a r e o f c h i l d r e n i n S o u t h A f r i c a and S o u t h ¥ e s t A f r i c a / H a m i b i a , 
y e t t h e y r e m a i n s i l e n t on t h e r e g u l a r a b d u c t i o n b y SWAPO o f s c h o o l 
c h i l d r e n i n Ovambo , You w i l l t m d o u b t e d l y l<nov; t h a t 70 s c h o o l p u p i l s 
w e r e a b d u c t e d i n l lo i - thern Sou.th ^./est A f r i c a b y SUAPO t e r r o r i s t s w i t h i n 
t h e p a s t -ííeek. L a t e s t r e p o r t s i n d i c a t e d t h a t 5> P f t h e s e p u p i l s a r e 
s t i l l m i s s i n g . L a s t y e a r a b o u t l/;0 p u p i l s , some o f a v e r y y o u n g a g e , 
w e r e a b d u c t e d from t h e same' s c h o o l . Does t h e p l i g h t o f t h e s e 
c h i l d r e n n o t m e r i t t h e a t t e n t i o n o f t h e Commission and t h e ¥ o r k i n g Group? 

I am a r r a n g i n g f o r t h i s c o m m i m i c a t i o n t o be b r o u g h t t o t h e 
a t t e n t i o n o f t h e S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l and t h e a p p r o p r i a t e - o r g a n s o f t h e 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s a s an o f f i c i a l dociunent , a s y o u d i d v ; i t h r e g a r d t o t h e 
c o n t e n t s o f t e l e g r a m MSG 7 Л ) б , ' 

E . F . B o t h a , 

M i n i s t e r o f F o r e i g n a f f a i r s and I n f o r m a . t i o n / ' 


