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XI' X. DRAFTI NG OF A DECLARATI ON ON THE RI GHT AND RESPONSI BI LI TY
OF I NDI VI DUALS, GROUPS AND CRGANS OF SOCI ETY TO PROMOTE
AND PROTECT UNI VERSALLY RECOCGNI ZED HUMAN RI GHTS AND
FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS

1. The Commi ssion considered agenda item 19 at its 29th to 31st meetings,
on 2 and 3 April 1998. 1/

2. For the documents issued under agenda item 19, see annex IV to the
present report. For a list of all resolutions and decisions adopted by the
Commi ssion and Chairman's statenents, by agenda item see annex V to the
present report.

3. At the 29th nmeeting, on 2 April 1998, the Chairman- Rapporteur of the
wor ki ng group on the draft declaration on the right and responsibility of

i ndi vi dual s, groups and organs of society to pronpte and protect universally
recogni zed human rights and fundanmental freedons, M. Jan Hel gesen, introduced
the report of the working group on its thirteenth session (E/ CN. 4/1998/98).

4, In the general debate on agenda item 19, statenments 2/ were nade by

the foll owi ng nenbers of the Comm ssion: Canada (29th), Chile (29th),

China (29th), Cuba (29th), El Salvador (30th), Pakistan (30th),

South Africa (29th), United Kingdomof Geat Britain and Northern Irel and

(on behal f of the European Union, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia,
Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia) (29th),
United States of Anerica (29th), Venezuela (29th).

5. The Conmi ssion heard statenments by the observers for: Australia (29th),
Egypt (29th), Lithuania (30th), New Zealand (30th), N geria (30th),

Norway (29th). The observer for Switzerland al so made a statenment (30th).

6. The Conmi ssion al so heard statements by the foll ow ng non-governnenta
organi zations: African Conmm ssion of Health and Human Ri ghts Pronoters
(30th), American Association of Jurists (30th), Franciscans

I nternational (30th), Human Rights Internet (30th), International Federation of
Human Ri ghts Leagues (joint statement with Wrld Organi zati on agai nst Torture)
(30th), International Service for Human Rights (joint statement with Ammesty
International, Article Xl X Asian Cultural Forum on Devel opnent, Associ ation
for the Prevention of Torture, Baha'i International Conmunity, Food First
Informati on and Action Network, Franciscans International, Internationa

Conmi ssion of Jurists, International Federation of ACAT (Action of Christians
for the Abolition of Torture) and ACAT-Mexico, International Human Ri ghts Law

Group, International Indian Treaty Council, International Mpvenent against al
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Forms of Discrimnation and Racism Latin American and Cari bbean Committee for
the Defence of Wonen’s Rights, Latin American Federation of Associations of
Rel ati ves of Di sappeared Det ai nees, Lawers’ Comrittee for Human Ri ghts,
Movement agai nst Raci sm and for Friendship anong Peopl es, Pax Chri st
International, United Nations Association of Geat Britain and

Northern Ireland, Wonen’s International League for Peace and Freedom (30th),
Tuni si an Mot hers’ Association (30th), Wrld Mvenent of Mthers (30th).

Question of a draft declaration on the right and responsibility of
i ndi vi dual s, groups and organs of society to pronpte and protect
uni versally recogni zed human rights and fundanental freedons

7. At the 31st neeting, on 3 April 1998, the observer for Norway introduced
draft resolution E/CN. 4/1998/L.18, sponsored by Argentina, Australia, Austria,
Brazil, Canada, Chile, the Czech Republic, Dennmark, the Dom nican Republi c,

El Sal vador, Estonia, Finland, France, Gernmany, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland,
Italy, Japan, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxenmbourg, the Netherlands,
New Zeal and, Ni caragua, Norway, Pol and, Portugal, Romania, Senegal, Sl ovaki a,
South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, the

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the United States

of Anerica and Venezuela. Angola, Belarus, Belgium Bolivia, Botswana,

Bul gari a, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Ceorgia, Geece, Guatemala, India, |Israel

Paki stan, the Republic of Korea, the Russian Federation, Ukraine and Uruguay
subsequently joined the sponsors.

8. A statenent in explanation of vote before the vote was made by the
representative of Cuba.

9. The draft resolution was adopted without a vote. For the text of the

resolution as adopted, see chapter Il, section A resolution 1998/7.



