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QUESTI ON OF THE REALI ZATION I N ALL COUNTRI ES OF THE ECONCM C,

SOCI AL AND CULTURAL RI GHTS CONTAI NED | N THE UNI VERSAL

DECLARATI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS AND | N THE | NTERNATI ONAL COVENANT

ON ECONOM C, SOCI AL AND CULTURAL RI GHTS, AND STUDY OF SPECI AL

PROBLEMS WHI CH THE DEVELCOPI NG COUNTRI ES FACE | N THEI R EFFORTS
TO ACH EVE THESE HUMAN RI GHTS, | NCLUDI NG

Senegal (on behalf of the African G oup): draft resolution

1998/... Adverse effects of the illicit novenent and
dunpi ng of toxic and dangerous products and
wastes on the enjoynent of human rights

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

@Quided by the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, the International Covenants on Human Rights and the Vienna
Decl arati on and Programme of Action, particularly on the question of the
human rights to life, to good health and to a sound environnment for every
i ndi vi dual

Recalling its resolutions 1997/9 of 3 April 1997, 1996/ 14
of 11 April 1996, 1995/81 of 8 March 1995, 1993/90 of 10 March 1993, 1991/47
of 5 March 1991, 1990/43 of 6 March 1990 and 1989/42 of 6 March 1989,

Recal ling also General Assembly resolutions 46/126 of 17 Decenber 1991
45/ 13 of 7 Novenber 1990, 44/226 of 22 Decenber 1989, 43/212 of
20 Decenber 1988, and 42/183 of 11 Decenber 1987 and Economnic and Soci a
Counci | decision 1995/288 of 25 July 1995,
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Recal ling further debates at the regional level, specifically
resolution 1153 (XLVII1) of 25 May 1988 of the Council of Mnisters of the
Organi zation of African Unity declaring that the dunping of toxic wastes in
the continent was a crinme against Africa and the African peopl e,

Affirmng that the illicit novenent and dunping of toxic and dangerous
subst ances and wastes constitute a serious threat to the human rights to life
and health of individuals, particularly in devel oping countries that do not
have the technol ogies to process them

Reaffirm ng that the international community nust treat all human rights
in a fair and equal manner, on the same footing and with the sanme enphasis,

Reaffirm ng al so General Assenbly resolution 50/174 of 22 Decenber 1995

on strengthening of United Nations action in the field of human rights through
the promotion of international cooperation and the inportance of
non-sel ectivity, inpartiality and objectivity,

M ndful of the call by the World Conference on Human Ri ghts, held at
Vienna from 14 to 25 June 1993, on all States to adopt and vi gorously
i mpl ement exi sting conventions relating to the dunping of toxic and dangerous
products and wastes and to cooperate in the prevention of illicit dunping,

Aware of the increasing rate of illicit nmovement and dunpi ng by
transnati onal corporations and other enterprises fromindustrialized countries
of hazardous and other wastes in African and other devel opi ng countries that
do not have the national capacity to deal with themin an environnentally
sound manner which constitutes a serious threat to the human rights to life,
good health and a sound environnent for everyone,

Aware also that many devel oping countries do not have the nationa
capacities and technol ogi es to process such wastes in order to eradicate or
di m nish their adverse effects on the human rights to life and health,

1. Takes note of the progress report of the Special Rapporteur
(E/CN. 4/ 1998/ 10/ and Add. 1) and, in particular, the conclusions and
recommendati ons cont ai ned therein;

2. Wel cones the report of the Special Rapporteur on her mssion to
Africa (E/CN. 4/1998/10/Add.2) and, in particular, expresses its appreciation
to the Governments of Ethiopia and South Africa for the cooperation extended

to the Special Rapporteur during her visit to those countries;
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3. Categorically condemns the increasing rate of dumping of toxic and

dangerous products and wastes in devel oping countries, which adversely affects
the human rights to life and health of individuals in those countries;

4, Reaffirms that illicit traffic and dunmpi ng of toxic and dangerous
products and wastes constitute a serious threat to the human rights to life,

heal th and a sound environnent of every individual

5. Urges all Governnments to take legislative and other appropriate
measures with a viewto preventing illegal international trafficking in toxic

and hazardous products and wast es;

6. Invites the United Nations Environnment Programme, the secretariat
for the Basel Convention on the control of Transboundary Movenents of
Hazar dous Wastes and Their Disposal, the Comm ssion on Sustai nabl e
Devel opnent, the International Register of Potentially Toxic Chemicals, the
Food and Agriculture Oganization of the United Nations, the Internationa
Labour Organization, the Wrld Health O ganization and the Organi zati on of
African Unity and ot her regional organizations to intensify their coordination
and international cooperation and technical assistance on environnentally
sound managenent of toxic chemi cals and hazardous wastes, including the
guestion of their transboundary novenent;

7. Takes note of the decision adopted at the Fourth Meeting of the
Conference of the Parties to the Convention, held in Kuching, Mlaysia
from23 to 27 February 1998, regarding the illegal traffic in hazardous wastes
whi ch enphasi zed the need for the parties to cooperate with each other and
with the secretariat on alleged cases of illegal traffic, and al so wel cones
the negoti ations towards the adoption of a new convention on internationa
trade in hazardous chenicals and pesticides;

8. Expresses its appreciation to the relevant United Nations

agencies, in particular the United Nations Environment Programre and the
secretariat for the Basel Convention, for the support extended to the

Speci al Rapporteur, and urges them and the international conmunity to continue
to give her the necessary support to enable her to discharge her mandate;

9. Urges the international comunity and the rel evant United Nations
bodies, in particular the United Nations Environment Programe and the
secretariat for the Basel Convention, to give appropriate support to the
devel opi ng countries, upon their request, in their efforts to inplenent the

provi sions of existing international and regional instruments controlling the
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transboundary novenent and dunping of toxic and dangerous products and wastes
in order to protect and pronpte the human rights to Iife and good health of
all;

10. Decides to renew the nandate of the Special Rapporteur for a
period of three years in order that she may continue to undertake, in
consultation with the relevant United Nations bodi es and organi zati ons and t he
secretariats of relevant international conventions, a global multidisciplinary
and conprehensive study of existing problenms of and solutions to illicit
traffic in and dunping of toxic and dangerous products and wastes, in
particul ar in devel oping countries, with a view to making concrete
recommendati ons and proposals on adequate neasures to control, reduce and
eradi cate these phenonena,;

11. Requests the Special Rapporteur to continue to consult al
rel evant United Nations bodi es, organizations and secretariats, in particular
the Chemi cal Division of the United Nations Environnent Programre, the Food
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and the secretariat for the
Basel Convention, and to take duly into account the progress nmade in other
forunms and identify | oophol es;

12. Reiterates its request to the Special Rapporteur, in accordance

with her mandate, to include in her next report to the Comm ssion
conprehensive informati on on persons killed, mainmed or otherwise injured in
t he devel opi ng countries through this heinous act;

13. Encour ages the Special Rapporteur, in accordance with her mandate
and with the support and assistance of the Ofice of the H gh Comm ssioner for
Human Rights, to continue to provide Governments with an appropriate
opportunity to respond to allegations transmtted to her and reflected in her
report, and to have their observations reflected in her report to the
Commi ssi on;

14. Urges the Secretary-General to make all necessary resources
avail able to the Special Rapporteur to enable her to carry out her mandate
successfully and, in particular, to provide her with adequate financial and
human resources, including adm nistrative support;

15. Decides to continue consideration of the question of the adverse

effects of the illicit nmovenent and dunpi ng of toxic and dangerous products
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and wastes on the enjoyment of human rights at its fifty-fifth session under
the agenda itementitled: “Question of the realization in all countries of
the econom c, social and cultural rights contained in the Universa

Decl arati on of Human Rights and in the International Covenant on Economi c,
Social and Cultural Rights, and study of special problenms which the devel oping

countries face in their efforts to achieve these human rights”.



