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Af ghani stan*, Argentina, Australia*, Austria, Bangladesh, Bel arus, Bhutan,

Brazil, Bulgaria*, Canada, Cape Verde, Chile, Colonbia*, Croatia*, Cyprus*,

Czech Republic, Dennmark, ElI Salvador, Finland*, France, Germany, G eece*,

Guatemala, India, lreland, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Netherlands*, Norway*,

Peru, Poland, Portugal*, Ronmani a*, Russian Federation, South Africa, Spain*,

Sweden*, Switzerland*, United Kingdomof G eat Britain and Northern Irel and
and United States of Anerica: draft resolution

1998/.. Tolerance and pluralismas individual elenents in
the pronmotion and protection of human rights

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Recalling the Preanble to the Charter of the United Nations, which calls
for the practice of tolerance, peace and good nei ghbourliness to be pursued,
inter alia to pronote social progress and better standards of life in |arger

freedom

Recalling also that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights affirms
t hat education shall be directed to the full devel opment of the human
personality, the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundanmenta
freedons and shall pronote understanding, tol erance and friendship anong al

nations, racial or religious groups,

* In accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3, of the rules of procedure
of the functional comm ssions of the Econom ¢ and Soci al Counci l
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Recal ling further the rel evant paragraphs of the Vienna Declaration and

Programe of Action,

Noting that tol erance involves a positive acceptance of diversity and
that pluralismenconpasses the willingness to accord equal respect to the
civil, political, econonmc, social and cultural rights of all individuals,

Recogni zi ng that tol erance and pluralism strengthen denocracy,
facilitate the full enjoynent of all human rights and thereby constitute a
sound foundation for civil society, social harnony and peace,

Aware that on the eve of the twenty-first century, the world is wtness
to historical and far-reaching transformations in the course of which forces
of aggressive nationalism absence of religious tolerance and ethnic extrem sm
continue to produce fresh chall enges,

Noting that in a nulti-ethnic, multi-religious and rmulticultural world,
no society is beyond the dangers posed by the absence of tol erance and the
vi ol ence which this can breed,

Conscious that all fornms of discrimnation, including on ethnic grounds,
are factors that pronote intolerance and infringe upon human rights and
fundanmental freedons, which in turn may threaten denocratic pluralism and
endanger harnony, peace and stability both within States and internationally,

Convinced that the guiding principles of denocratic society, such as
equality, the rule of |aw, accountability of governnent, the observance of
human rights, respect for pluralismand the practice of tolerance, need to be
actively pronoted by the international comunity,

Recogni zing that efforts to pronmpote tol erance require cooperation by
States, civil society and individuals,

Recogni zi ng_al so that promoting a culture of tol erance through hunman

rights education is an objective that nust be advanced in all States, and that
the Ofice of the Hi gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts and mechani snms of the
United Nations human rights system have an inportant role to play in this
regard,

1. Condemms unequi vocally all violent acts and activities that

i nfringe upon human rights, fundanental freedons and denocracy;

2. Reiterates the obligation of all States and the internationa
conmunity to:

(a) Pronot e uni versal respect for and observance of all human rights

and fundanental freedons;
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(b) Protect effectively the human rights of all persons belonging to
national or ethnic, religious and linguistic mnorities w thout any
discrimnation and in full equality before the I aw

(c) Take steps to counter all manifestations of hatred, intolerance
and acts of violence;

(d) Pronot e and enhance tol erance, coexistence and harnoni ous
rel ati ons between ethnic, religious, linguistic and other groups and ensure
that the values of pluralism respect for diversity and non-di scrimnation are
pronoted effectively;

(e) Promote a cul ture conducive to pronoting and protecting human
rights, fundanental freedons and tol erance, inter alia through education
| eading to genuine pluralism a positive acceptance of diversity of opinion
and belief and respect for the dignity of the human person

3. Calls upon the United Nations Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts
and her O fice to:

(a) Include, in its work programres, within overall existing
resources, the pronotion of tol erance, where appropriate through workshops and
sem nars, using nass nedia and non-governnental organizations and through its
programe of advisory services and technical cooperation to assist countries
in their national programes;

(b) Undertake, in that regard, specific educational initiatives and
public awareness activities for the pronotion of tolerance and pluralism
within the programmes and activities being inplenmented as part of the
United Nations Decade for Human Ri ghts Education, 1995-2005, the Internationa
Decade of the World's |Indigenous People, 1995-2005 and the Third Decade to
Conmbat Raci sm and Racial Discrimnation, 1993-2003;

(c) Advi se or assist countries, upon request, through its progranme of
advi sory services and techni cal cooperation, to put in place effective
saf eqguards, including appropriate |egislation, to guarantee the full enjoynent
of all human rights by all segnents of their popul ation, w thout
di scrimnation of any Kkind;

(d) Include details of activities undertaken by the Ofice of the
Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights to inplement the present resolution in her

report to the Commission at its fifty-sixth session
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4, Calls upon the rel evant nmechani sns of the Conmi ssion to:

(a) Attach the highest priority to the effective pronotion, at the
nati onal and international |evels, of the values of denocracy, pluralismand
t ol erance;

(b) Further study situations and conditions that pronote tolerance;

(c) Continue efforts aimed at identifying commonly accepted principles
and best practices to pronote tolerance and pluralism

5. Wel conmes the role of civil society, particularly non-governnent al
organi zati ons working at the grass-roots level, in dissemnating the
i nportance of tolerance and pluralismthrough their awareness-raising
activities;

6. Decides to consider this question at its fifty-sixth session under

the rel evant agenda item



