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QUESTI ON OF THE REALI ZATION I N ALL COUNTRI ES OF THE ECONCM C,

SOCI AL AND CULTURAL RI GHTS CONTAI NED | N THE UNI VERSAL

DECLARATI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS AND | N THE | NTERNATI ONAL COVENANT

ON ECONOM C, SOCI AL AND CULTURAL RI GHTS, AND STUDY OF SPECI AL

PROBLEMS WHI CH THE DEVELCOPI NG COUNTRI ES FACE | N THEI R EFFORTS
TO ACH EVE THESE HUMAN RI GHTS

Af ghani stan,* Algeria,* Bangl adesh, Bhutan, Caneroon.,* Canada, Cape Verde,
Chile, China, Colonbia,* Congo, Cuba, Denpcratic Republic of the Congo,
Denpcratic People's Republic of Korea,* Dennark,* Dom nican Republic,*
Ecuador, El Salvador, Ethiopia,* Egypt,.* Finland,* France, Guatemala, Guinea,
Haiti . * India, Ilran (Islamc Republic of),* Iraq.* Ireland, Italy, Kenya,*
Li byan Arab Jamahiriya,* Madagascar, Mili, Mauritania,* ©Mexico, Myzanmbigue,
Nepal ., Nigeria,* Pakistan, Panama,* Peru, Portugal.,* Rwanda, Senegal
South Africa, Sri lLanka, Swaziland,* Syrian Arab Republic,* Togo,* Uganda,
United Republic of Tanzania, Venezuela, Viet Nam* and Yenen*:

draft resolution

1998/... The right to food

Recal ling the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, which provides that
everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for his health and
wel | - bei ng, including food,

Recalling also the provisions of the International Covenant on Econom c

Social and Cultural Rights recognizing the right to food and the fundanenta

right of every person to be free from hunger

* |n accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3, of the rules of procedure of
the functional commissions of the Econom c and Social Council

GE. 98- 11458 (E)



E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ L. 16
page 2

Recal ling further the Universal Declaration on the Eradication of Hunger

and Mal nutrition,
Bearing in mnd the Rone Decl aration on World Food Security and the Pl an
of Action of the Wrld Food Sunmit, held in Rome from 13 to 17 Novenber 1996,

Recalling its resolution 1997/8 of 3 April 1997

Recogni zi ng that the problenms of hunger and food insecurity have gl oba
di mensions and that they are likely to persist and even to increase
dramatically in sone regions, unless urgent, determ ned and concerted action
is taken, given the anticipated increase in the world's popul ation and the
stress on natural resources,

Reaffirm ng that a peaceful, stable and enabling political, social and
econom ¢ environment is the essential foundation which will enable States to
gi ve adequate priority to food security and poverty eradication

Reiterating, as did the Rone Declaration, that food should not be used
as an instrunment of political and economc pressure, and reaffirmng in this
regard the inmportance of international cooperation and solidarity, as well as
the necessity of refraining fromunilateral measures not in accordance with
international |aw and the Charter of the United Nations, which endanger food
security or deprive a people of its means of subsistence,

Convi nced that each State nust adopt a strategy consistent with its
resources and capacities to achieve its individual goals in inplenmenting the
recommendati ons contained in the Rome Declaration and Plan of Action and, at
the sane time, cooperate regionally and internationally in order to organize
collective solutions to global issues of food security in a world of
increasingly interlinked institutions, societies and econonies, where
coordi nated efforts and shared responsibilities are essenti al

1. Reaffirms that hunger constitutes an outrage and a viol ati on of
human dignity and, therefore, requires the adoption of urgent nmeasures at the
national, regional and international level for its elimnation,;

2. Also reaffirnms the right of everyone to have access to safe and

nutritious food, consistent with the right to adequate food and the
fundanmental right of everyone to be free from hunger so as to be able fully to
devel op and maintain their physical and nental capacities;

3. Consi ders intolerable that nore than 800 nmillion people, specially

worren and chil dren, throughout the world, and particularly in devel oping
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countries, do not have enough food to neet their basic nutritional needs,
whi ch infringes their fundanental human rights;

4, Stresses the need to meke efforts to nobilize and optim ze the
all ocation and utilization of technical and financial resources from al
sources, including external debt relief for devel oping countries, to reinforce
nati onal actions to inplenment sustainable food security policies;

5. Wel cones the initiative undertaken by the O fice of the High
Commi ssioner for Human Rights to convene, as requested by the Commission in
resolution 1997/8, the Consultation on the Right to Adequate Food, as a
concrete and practical response to objective 7.4 of the Ronme Declaration and
Plan of Action, in order to better define the rights relating to food in
article 11 of the International Covenant on Economi c, Social and Cultura
Ri ghts and to propose ways to inplenment and realize those rights as a nmeans of
achieving the commtnents of the Wrld Food Summit, and urges Menber States to
cooperate fully with the Hi gh Conmi ssioner in this effort;

6. Endorses the proposal made by the Consultation to have a foll ow up
meeting in 1998 to pursue the discussions on the contents and nmeans of
i mpl enentation of the right to adequate food in order to provide the High
Conmi ssioner with a full set of reconmmendations concerning her response to the
request of the World Food Summit and, in this regard, invites the High
Commi ssioner to prompote and encourage broader participation by experts from
Menmber States, rel evant specialized agencies and programes, in particular the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, as well as
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons;

7. Invites the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights to
consider, draft and adopt a general conment as a contribution to the
clarification of the content of the right to food, and as part of their input
to the meeting proposed in paragraph 6 above;

8. Requests the Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights to report on the
i npl enentation of the present resolution to the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts at

its fifty-fifth session.



