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STATUS OF THE | NTERNATI ONAL COVENANT ON HUMAN RI GHTS

Austria, Australia*, Belarus, Croatia*, Cyprus*, Czech Republic,

France, Germany, Greece*, India, lreland, ltaly, Latvia*,

Luxenmbourg, Mexico, Nepal, Poland, Romani a*, Russian Federation

Rwanda, Sl oveni a*, Sl ovakia*, Spain*, Uganda and United States
of America: draft resolution

1998/... Fiftieth anniversary of the Convention on the
Prevention and Puni shnent of the Crinme of Genocide

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Gui ded by the principles of the Charter of the United Nations, the
Uni versal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, the Convention on the Prevention and
Puni shment of the Crine of Genocide, as well as other relevant internationa
i nstruments of human rights,

Recalling that the General Assenbly, in adopting the Universa
Decl arati on of Human Ri ghts on 10 Decenber 1948, recogni zed the inherent
dignity and the equal and inalienable rights of all nenbers of the human

famly as the foundation of freedom justice and peace in the world,

* |In accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3, of the rules of procedure of
the functional commissions of the Econom c and Social Council
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Recalling that the General Assenmbly, in adopting the Convention on the
Preventi on and Puni shnent of the Crinme of Genocide on 9 Decenber 1948,
recogni zed genoci de as an odi ous scourge which had inflicted great | osses on
humani ty and was convinced that international cooperation was required to
facilitate the speedy prevention and puni shnent of the crine of genocide,

Concerned that despite the efforts of the international comunity, many
t housands of innocent human bei ngs continue to be victins of genocide,

Recal ling the adoption by the General Assenbly of resolution 96 (1) of
11 Decenber 1946 in which it declared genocide to be a crinme under
international law, contrary to the spirit and ains of the United Nations,

Taking into consideration the Convention on the Non-Applicability of

Statutory Limtations to War Crines and Crinmes agai nst Humanity of
26 Novenber 1968

Considering that the fiftieth anniversary of the Convention on the
Preventi on and Puni shnent of the Crine of Genocide provides a new opportunity
for the international conmunity to draw the attention of all States to the
significance of the Convention and to invite themto redouble their efforts
for the prevention and puni shnent of the crinme of genocide,

1. Reaffirms the significance of the Convention on the Prevention
and Puni shnent of the Crine of Genocide as an effective internationa
i nstrument for the punishnment of the crine of genocide;

2. Expresses its appreciation to all States that have ratified or

acceded to the Convention on the Prevention and Puni shment of the Crinme of
Genoci de;

3. Invites States that have not yet ratified or acceded to the
Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of CGenocide to
consi der doi ng so;

4, Calls upon all States to increase and intensify their activities

aimed at the full inplenentation of the provisions of the Convention



