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1. The prevention of discrimnation and the protection of mnorities is
included in many international and national treaties and constitutions.

An “outer ring of sanctions” prevents the nenbership of Yugoslavia in
international institutions Iike the Wirld Trade Organi zati on, the Organization
for Econom c Cooperation and Devel opnment, the International Mnetary Fund,

the Worl d Bank, the United Nations and the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe. However, agreenents made with the forner Sociali st
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia continue to be valid today. Discrimnation
agai nst the majority popul ati on of Kosovo is w despread and has existed since
the end of the Bosnian war.

2. Since 28 February 1998 the situation in Kosovo has escal at ed
dramatically. 1In the regions between Skenderaj/Srbica, Kl ine/Klina
and G | ogovc/ G ogovac the Serbian police and bl ack-uniforned speci al
troops - openly supported by the arny and paramlitary - are attacking
t he Al bani an popul ati on

3. The nmethods of the Serbian military attack include: the disruption of
a denonstration on 4 March with water-cannons, riot sticks and tear gas; the
t hreat eni ng presence of snipers around the office of the Al banian President,
| braham Rugova; the killing of pregnant wonen; the torture and nassacre of
whol e fam lies; helicopters and arnmoured tanks firing permanently on the
streets; special troops marching into private houses and firing; and denying
entry to the region of humanitarian aid for hospitals. These steps have
caused | ocal Al banians to flee their hones and the region, while Serbians
are being evacuated fromthe region as was the practice before the “ethnic
cl eansing” of the Bosnian war.

4, According to the Kosovo- Al bani an newspaper, Koha Ditore, and the Kosova
Informati on Centre, veterans fromthe Bosnian and Croatian wars are being

enpl oyed. For exanple the Chetchnik paramlitary troops of the war crimna
Zel j ko Raznj atovic Arkan have been observed in Pol ac near Skenderaj/ Srbica,
along with the Serbian special troops, PJP. The Serbian arny has been

di stributing weapons to Serbian citizens in the villages of Gojbula, Mrace,
and Bukosh. 1t has been reported that Serbian refugees from Croatia are being
called up for arny service.

5. Si nce Novenber 1997, preparations for an attack by the Serbian police
and arny have been made. Large nilitarily equipped contingents, with tanks
and helicopters, and armed Serbian police have been moving into Kosovo. Like
before the “ethnic cleansing” in Bosnia in 1992, l|ocal Serbian civilians have
been equi pped with weapons by the regine and terrorize the popul ation
supporting the (non-local) police troops by undertaking patrols and street
controls. In the region around Skenderaj/ Srbica, special forces of the police
and param litary have been observed, in part masked, since 17 February 1998.
Arnmour ed tanks have patrolled the streets. On 21 January, the President of
the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Kiro digorov, warned NATO of an
out break of conflict in Kosovo and dermanded the establishnent of a “corridor”
through the country to Al bania for “hundreds of thousands of refugees” from
Kosovo. On 11 February, at a press conference in Novi Sad, Nenad Cnak,

Presi dent of the League of Social Denocrats of Vojvodina, and M odrag |sakov,
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President of the Reform Denocratic Party of Vojvodina, reported that they had
“irrefutable evidence” of a nobilization which rem nded them of the
preparations for the Croatian War in 1991

6. Despite the sanctions agai nst Yugoslavia, the European Union States are
again participating in a lively trade with Yugoslavia. The Serbian rail and
the national airline, JAT, are on offer, and since February 1998, the

five nost lucrative governnment enterprises in Montenegro, with a total worth
of DM 703.8 mllion (US$ 385.8 nillion), have been up for sale to foreign
investors. |In June 1997, the Italian tel ephone association, STET, and the
Greek OTE acquired 49 per cent of the Serbian telecom worth DM 1, 586, 000

In February 1998, the Greek holding association, Mtilneos, closed a contract

of cooperation with a volume of US$ 1 billion with the Yugosl avi an copper
producer, Bor, to which it nmust be added that Mytil neos devoted US$ 44 mllion
for the nodernization of Bor's snelteries. In 1997, Mytil neos had al ready

invested in the Trepca mine in Kosovo, one of the |eading zinc manufacturers
of Europe. Since the beginning of the 1990s, npbst Al bani an enpl oyees have
been di sm ssed by the Serbi an managenent because of their nationality, as in
all large State businesses in Kosovo. On 27 February 1998, the Greek Nationa
Bank confirmed their interest in taking over 51 per cent of the Slavija Bank.
The British conpany, Ready Mx, wants to invest DM 100 million in the Beocin
cenent works, as well as those in Popovac and Kosjeric. The French conpany,
La Farge Cinent, and several G eek conmpanies are also interested in Beocin

Al so, German conpanies are in business: the steel conpany, Thyssen, wl]l
invest US$ 70 million in the next four years in the “ethnically cl eansed”
conmpany, Feronikl, in d1logovc/d ogovac, which is to deliver 200 tons

of nickel, according to a report by the Kosova Information Centre

on 29 January 1998. Thyssen is said to have already spent 4.5 nmillion

7. The repatriation of Al banians from European countries to Kosovo
continues despite these circunstances. On the basis of the submtted reports
fromdifferent organizations about the fate of deported asylum seekers from
Western Europe, respect for the human rights and dignity of the repatriates,
whi ch was agreed upon in the Gernman-Yugosl avian Repatriation Agreement, is not
bei ng observed by the Serbian reginme. The Kosova Information Centre, the
Council for the Defence of Human Ri ghts and Freedonms and the Di akoni schen
Werkes in Stuttgart have reported frequent arrests of Al banians as they return
from Germany and Switzerland, their interrogation, physical m streatment and
numer ous deaths, and the humliation and mistreatnment of their relatives.

8. We therefore call upon the Conmi ssion to consider the situation in
Kosovo, to condemm the past and present viol ence against the Al banian
popul ati on, to nane a special rapporteur for Kosovo and to provide hiniher
wi t h what ever assistance is needed to carry out his/her work.



