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QUESTI ON OF THE VI OLATI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS
IN ANY PART OF THE WORLD, W TH PARTI CULAR REFERENCE TO COLONI AL
AND OTHER DEPENDENT COUNTRI ES AND TERRI TORI ES

Letter dated 23 March 1998 fromthe Chargé d'affaires a.i. of the

Permanent M ssion of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia to the

United Nations Ofice at Geneva addressed to the Chairnman of the
Commi ssion on Hunman Ri ghts

I amwiting to you with reference to the statenments of the
representatives of Slovenia, the Republic of Croatia and the former Yugoslav
Republ i ¢ of Macedonia at the session of the Conm ssion of 17 March 1998.

1. The al | eged concern of Slovenia for the nenbers of the Al banian nationa
mnority in Serbia has never been - nor is it at present - pronpted by genuine
commtrment to respect human rights, but exclusively by Slovenia' s interests
within the region and beyond, and by placing Slovenia and its politics to
serve the realization of other, broader political and strategic interests.
Many are famliar with its open manipul ation with the Al bani ans who are
endeavouring to win support for their separatist objectives.

2. As for the Croatian representatives, the doors of the United Nations
bodi es and organs dealing with human rights should be firmy shut to them

Acts, rather than words and fabrications tailored at cel ebrated public
rel ati ons agencies, are a telling illustration of the policy of this country.

The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia is overwhelned with |live and dead
evi dence of the type of human rights prevailing in Croatia: orphans, famlies
m ssing at | east one nenber killed in the war, persons with mental disorders -
anong the youngest as well as the elderly - the disabled, the ailing, the
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i mpoveri shed, those with no shelter, property or inconme, separated fanilies
trying to reunify all the way from Canada to New Zeal and. The very nonents
the Croatian representative was pronounci ng her statenment at the rostrum of
t he Conmi ssion on Human Rights, airports in Norway were receiving

hundreds of fresh Serb refugees from Eastern Slavonia, Baranja and Western
Sirmum

Notwi thstanding all the atrocities Croatia commtted in the | atest
si x-year period agai nst non-Croats whose notherland Croatia used to be for
centuries, the international community has failed to punish this regine.
True, those taken to represent the international community nowadays issued
war ni ngs stating that, in view of some of its actions, Croatia mght be denied
financial or other aid. The second genocide perpetrated in the twentieth
century by Croatia against an i mense segnent of its own popul ati on has never
i nduced the pernmanent nenbers of the United Nations Security Council to
contenplate a draft resolution or to take a step beyond the Presidentia
Statement. Indeed, Croatia is allowed to take the floor of the United Nations
Conmi ssion on Human Rights and its voice, wought with cynicism is an insult
to the ideal of human rights, and for the nmenbers of the Comm ssion who are
not in the position to have the main say as far as the Croatian policy in this
domai n i s concer ned.

3. As for the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, the nenbers of the

Al banian mnority who inhabit its territory exercise rights equal to those
granted under law and in practice to the menbers of the same minority in the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. |In contrast to the nmenbers of the Al banian
mnority in Macedonia, who participate in the political life of the country,
the nmenbers of the Al banian minority in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia are
refusing to enjoy these rights since their aimis secession and a greater

Al bania. The menbers of this mnority, in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
as well as in Macedoni a, consider thenselves a conprehensive segnment of one
entity, sharing anong thensel ves one and only aim- creation of an enlarged
State - greater Al bania, by grabbing other peoples' territories settled and
won beyond their nother country.

The Federal Republic of Yugosl avia does not attach inportance to
Macedoni a's contenti on about a threat com ng from Kosovo and Metohija, since
the sane danger is loonming large in the mdst of Macedonia itself, although it
is not that outspoken. Hence, Macedonia's joining the regional initiatives
ai med at containing the danger of the Kosovo and Metohija conflict spilling
over into the broader Bal kan region is of a tactical rather than fundanenta
i mportance.

M. Chairman, would you kindly have this letter distributed to all the
menbers of the Conmi ssion and have it published as an official docunent of the
fifty-fourth session, under agenda item 10

(Signed): Mroslav MLOSEVIC
Charge d affaires a.i



