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A.  Chairperson's summary

Menmber States, United Nations organi zati ons and non-gover nnent al
organi zati ons nade statenments during the general debate, held on 2, 3 and
6 March 1998, on agenda item 3 (c), Followup to the Fourth Wrld Conference on
Wonen: | nplementation of strategic objectives and action in the critical areas
of concern.

Del egates reported on actions taken to inplenent the Beijing Platformfor
Action, including specific national action plans which had been fornulated for
that purpose, which in some cases were el aborated on with assistance from
organi zations of the United Nations systemfromspecific countries. They
underlined the inportance of strengthening national and international efforts to
follow up on the Beijing Conference, enphasizing that the Platformfor Action
had becone an inportant frame of reference for action at the national |evel for
t he advancenent of wonen and the achi evenent of gender equality. Wile
priorities differed, depending on the situation in a given country, the human
rights of wonmen and the elimnation of violence agai nst wonmen tended to be
common priorities. Countries that had not fornulated national plans to foll ow
up on the Platformfor Action were urged to do so by the year 2000.

Represent ati ves enphasi zed the inportance of pursuing a policy of gender
mai nstream ng for equality and the enpowernent of women. A nunber reported on
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recently fornul ated gender policies and on the establishnent of nationa

nechani sns for the advancenent of wonen, including integration of gender

equal ity goals into devel opment policies, such as a white paper on wonen's
advancenent, integration of a gender perspective into a reconstruction and

devel opnent plan, and nainstream ng gender in federal devel opnment plans. Qhers
noted the establishment of nonitoring and oversi ght mechani snms to oversee
activities for the advancenent of wonen, sonetines in collaboration with

non- gover nment al organi zati ons and other actors in civil society.

The need for devel opnent assistance fromthe international comunity for
national efforts to inplenent the Platformfor Action was underscored

Several representatives enphasized the urgency of stepping up efforts to
collect statistical data disaggregated by sex and on gender-specific indicators.
Sone reported progress in that regard, including the devel opnment by one country
of a set of econom ¢ gender-equality indicators which provi ded benchmarks of
worren' s and men's economic realities that were often overl ooked.

A nunber of del egates recommended continued cl ose cooperati on between the
Conmi ssion on the Status of Wonen and the Commi ssion on Human Rights and their
secretariats. One representative called for further rationalization of the work
of the Conmm ssion on the Status of Wwnen to ensure that, in its decisions and
recomrendations, it addressed only the central issues.

Several representatives expressed views on the proposals for a high-1evel
review in the year 2000 of the inplenentation of the Nairobi and Beijing
strategies. Preference to convene the review as a special session in May or
June in the year 2000 was expressed, and the inportance of the preparatory
process was enphasi zed. The substantive framework for the review needed to be
establ i shed as soon as possible and should provide for active contributions from
the regi onal conm ssions, the specialized agencies, and United Nations funds and
programes. Del egates wel coned the prospect of the African regional conference,
to be convened by the Econonic Conmission for Africa in 1999.

A nunber of representatives thanked the Division for the Advancenent of
Wonen for the preparation of high-quality reports and endorsed the
recomrendations in the reports of the expert group neetings, convened by the
Division in partnership with other institutions, on gender-based persecution,
adol escent girls and their rights, and pronoting wonen's enjoynent of their
economi ¢ and social rights. The previous Bureau of the Conm ssion was commended
for its efforts intersessionally to prepare for the Conmission and its pane
di scussi ons.

B. Human rights of wonmen: Mbderator's sumary

On 3 March, at its 4th neeting, the Conm ssion held a panel discussion
foll owed by a dial ogue, on the human rights of wonen, one of the critical areas
of concern in the Platformfor Action. The panellists were: Rose M Mgiro
(United Republic of Tanzania), Head, Department of Civil and Criminal Law,

Uni versity of Dar-es-Salaam Cecilia Medina (Chile), Menber, Human Rights
Conmmittee; Shanthi Dairiam (Ml aysia), Director, |WRAW Asi a/Pacific; and
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Shel agh Day (Canada), Special Advisor on Human Rights, National Association of
Wrren and the Law.

Participants noted that the Beijing Platformfor Action reaffirned that all
human rights were universal, indivisible, interdependent and interrelated, and
that the human rights of wonen and girls were an inalienable, integral and
i ndi visible part of universal human rights. Building on the Vienna Declaration
and Programmre of Action and taking it further, the Platformstressed that
enj oynent of human rights and fundanmental freedons by wonen and girls was a
priority for Governments and the United Nations and was essential for the
advancenent of wonmen. The Platformunderlined the inportance of gender analysis
in addressing the systenmic and systematic nature of discrimnation against
wonen.

Wonen' s enjoynment of their human rights required a holistic approach to,
and a better understanding of, wonen's human rights, including violations
t hereof, and Governnents had prinmary responsibility for ensuring wonen's ful
enjoynent of their rights. A conmpartnentalization of rights - for exanple, of
civil and political rights, on the one hand, and econonic, social and cultura
rights, on the other - was not in keeping with the spirit of fundanental human
rights and not conducive to achieving wonen's equality, advancenent and
enpower nent, since devel opnent and human rights conpl enented each ot her

Al t hough progress had been nade in many countries in achi eving wonen's
de jure equality, wormen's de facto lack of, or limted enjoynent of, human
rights was particularly visible in their econonmic inequality, which contributed
to wonen's poverty. That constituted a significant obstacle to wonmen's econonic
enpower nent and to devel opnent. Wonen's enjoynent of human rights woul d
strengt hen denobcracy and contribute to nore accountabl e and transparent
gover nnment .

Representatives cited factors contributing to wonen's |ack of enjoynent of
human rights, including the continuing preval ence of discrimnatory cultura
nornms and traditions, national |aws, including customary |aws, inconsistent with
international human rights norms, harnful traditional practices, and wonen's

high levels of illiteracy and consequent narginalization and exclusion. Trends
such as gl obalization, market liberalization and privatization had had an i npact
on wonen's enjoyment of their human rights as well, contributing to the changi ng

role of the State, including its decreasing ability to deliver social services.

Sone participants noted that indigenous, disabled, refugee and ethnic
mnority wonen, elderly women and single nothers were anong the nost vul nerable.
Wonen in poverty or precarious econonic situations were increasingly becom ng
victims of trafficking and sexual exploitation. Mgrant wonen workers were
susceptible to multiple fornms of discrimnation

Equal access to rights, equal opportunities for the enjoynent of rights,
and equal treatnent in that enjoyment remained to be achieved in areas such as
health and health care, education, work and enpl oyment, and participation in
public life. Wdespread discrimnmnation agai nst wonen persisted with regard to
ownershi p of land, property and inheritance rights and access to econonic
resources such as credit and agricultural extension services, all of which were
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anong the essential nmeans for wonmen to overcone poverty. Discrimnation in
marriage, famly and nationality laws al so persisted. Violence agai nst human
rights activists and defenders of wonen's rights further inhibited progress.
Rel i gi ous fundanentalismhad also often led to a denial of rights to wonen.

There was general agreenent that know edge of rights was an inportant
starting point for inproving enjoynment of rights. Restrictive and traditiona
interpretations and applications of human rights law froma mal e perspective
affected the ways in which wonen experienced rights or violations thereof.
Carifying the scope and content of human rights froma gender perspective
required a new approach on the part, inter alia, of international human rights
treaty bodies. It also required that States parties, in their regular reporting
to those bodies, include gender-specific information

Human rights education, research and broad-based awareness-rai sing of
wonen' s human rights were needed, along with efforts to reach illiterate and
di sadvant aged wonmen. Men al so needed to be targeted for increased awareness.
The rol e of non-governmental organizations and civil society was pivotal in the
protection and pronoti on of women's human rights.

At the national level, legislative change was necessary but not sufficient.
Constant and critical nonitoring of |egal provisions was required to determ ne
their inpact on wonen's enjoynent of their rights. International hunman rights

[ aw and jurisprudence provided guidance and incentives for donestic |egislative
reform The inpact of, and change brought about by, other measures al so needed
to be nonitored over the long term

Sone representatives enphasized that the availability of strong and
i ndependent national institutions for pronoting the enjoynent of rights,
including renedies for violations, was essential for the realization of wonen's
rights. Such institutions should allow diverse groups of wonmen to share their
experience and thus lead to an enriched understandi ng of factors that affected
the enjoynment of rights.

At the international |evel, the establishnent of an International Cinnal
Court was viewed favourably by a nunber of del egations, and there was support
expressed for nmaki ng gender-based persecution and trafficking in wonen and girls
an integral part of the Court's mandate and for ensuring gender expertise and
gender bal ance throughout the Court. Human rights bodi es and nechani sns,

i ncl udi ng the Conmi ssion on Human Rights, also needed to devel op greater
expertise on wonen's human rights issues. The Conmission's catalytic role in
that regard could facilitate such efforts, and wonmen's non-gover nnent al

organi zations could increase their visibility at and contributions to such

mai nstream foruns, to shape their agendas. An optional protocol to the
Convention on the Elimnation of All Forms of Discrimnation against Wnen, with
broad standi ng for individuals and groups, was seen by nany representatives as
an essential step in strengthening the Convention.

Several speakers noted that a gender perspective needed to be nainstreaned
into all human rights activities and machineries at the national and
international levels. Mre and better data collection, nore systematic use of
data, and nore research on wonen's hunman rights issues were essential. Wnen's
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human rights needed to be an integral part of the devel opnent of economic, trade
and fiscal policies. It was stated that econonic indicators providing
benchmar ks of wonen's and nen's economc realities, which were often overl ooked,
shoul d be devel oped.

As a matter of principle, a call for action was nmade to address viol ations
of wonen's and girls' human rights in particular countries, including
Af ghani stan. Concern was expressed about the situation of wonmen and children in
Al geria and Pal estine and for Pal estinian wonen, who renai ned refugees, unable
toreturn to their honeland. The human rights inpact of the embargo on wonen in
Irag was al so nentioned.

C. Violence agai nst wonen: Mbderator's summary

At its 8th neeting, on 6 March, the Conm ssion held a panel discussion on
vi ol ence agai nst wonen, one of the critical areas of concern in the Platformfor
Action. Presentations were nmade by the panellists: Barbara Pramrer (Austria),
Federal Mnister for Wnen's Affairs and Consumer Protection; Bonnie Canpbel
(United States of Anmerica), Head of Violence against Wnen, Ofice of the
Justice Department; Maria Lisbeth Quevara (Venezuela), Coordi nadora de |la
Comi si 6n de Legi sl aci 6n, Consejo Nacional de |la Mijer; and Radhi ka Coomar aswany
(Sri Lanka), Special Rapporteur on Viol ence Agai nst Wonen.

Participants in the panel discussion and the dial ogue recalled that the
Beijing Platformfor Action had identified violence agai nst wonen as a priority
concern of the international conunity and had defined it, in line with the
Declaration on the Elimination of Violence agai nst Wnen (General Assenbly
resol ution 48/104), as an act of gender-based viol ence occurring in public or
private life. The Platform enphasized the need to take integrated nmeasures to
prevent and elim nate viol ence agai nst wonen and to study the causes and
consequences of violence and the effectiveness of preventive neasures.

Partici pants enphasi zed that violence and fear of violence in public and
private life renai ned one of the main concerns of wonmen worldw de. |t continued
to be an obstacle to the achievenent of equality, devel opment and peace, since
it had a direct inpact on wonen's econonic, social and political participation
Thus, violence against woren in all its forns constituted a flagrant violation
of wonen's human rights, which could only be tackled through a nultidisciplinary
and coordi nated approach.

Gender - based vi ol ence which resulted in or was likely to result in
physi cal , sexual or psychol ogical harmor suffering to wonen affected the
corporal integrity of women. It was enphasized that the elinmination of violence
agai nst wonen was therefore linked to other human rights guarantees, including
the right tolife, freedomfromtorture, detention and arbitrary arrest, and the
Geneva Conventi ons.

Al forms of gender-based viol ence agai nst women had a devastating effect
on wonen and their fanmilies, in particular their children, and brought with it
the risk of a continuous cycle of violence between generations, focused on
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groups of wonen, including wonen with disabilities, mgrant wonen and wonen in
prostitution.

It was noted that trafficking in wonen had becone an integral feature of

transnati onal organized crine. |International cooperation was needed to address
the issue of trafficking and to punish those involved in organizing and
profiting fromit. |In several instances, regional cooperation in that regard
had started, and national task forces had been established. It was underlined

that the problemof trafficking should be dealt with along the lines set out by
the Convention on Mgrant Wrkers, which had not yet been ratified by al
countries.

Recently, many Governments had given the elimnation of violence against
wonen top priority, as reflected in the many national action plans established
inthe followup to the Fourth Wrld Conference on Woren. I n addition, severa
countries had el aborated specific action plans to conbat gender-based viol ence,
i nvol vi ng non-governnental organizations. At the international |evel,
activities carried out by existing mechani sns, including the Conmi ssion on the
Status of Wnen, the Conmittee on the Elimnation of D scrimnation against
Wonen, the Conmission on Crinme Prevention, the Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts and
reports of the Special Rapporteur on Violence, were praised.

Mention was nmade of good practices in the fields of appropriate assistance,
managenent and conmuni cation, and prevention, investigation and prosecution
whi ch invol ved social, educational, nedical, judicial, |aw enforcenment, and
mgration authorities as well as non-governnental organizations. There was
consensus that legal action and reformof the crimnal and civil justice
systens, were critical. It was essential that perpetrators be confronted with
t he consequences for their behaviour and held accountable. It was noted that
sone countries had introduced |egislation which nade it possible to renove the
violent offenders fromthe famly home, instead of accommodating victinms and
children in shelters.

Gender training for |aw enforcenent officers and other personnel, relevant
governnental agents and officials was considered i nmportant so as to sensitize

the crimnal justice systemregarding violence agai nst women. |n sone
countries, special examination kits were provided to the police for collecting
forensic evidence fromwonmen. |t was enphasized that the full participation of

wonen in the devel opment and execution of laws was required and that there was
need for nore gender-sensitive wonen police officers, prosecutors and judges.
Training of health and social workers, teachers and counsellors was al so
necessary in order to ensure that they would be able to identify crimes of

viol ence conmtted agai nst women and girls. Effective partnership between the
police and non-governmental organi zati ons working on viol ence was consi dered
cruci al

Various steps had been taken to make wonen aware of the existing problem
to ensure their safety and give assistance. Shelters and energency hel p |ines,
whi ch provided support and protection to victinms, existed in many countries.
Greater restrictions on access to weapons was bei ng considered in some
countries. Wtness protection schemes using protective court orders had been
introduced and were necessary for protecting, in particular, fenale victins of

l...
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trafficking and rape during war. Miltidisciplinary teams made up of nedica
doctors, social workers, psychol ogists, health workers, teachers, volunteers and
non- gover nment al organi zati ons were providing | egal assistance and soci al
services. The val uabl e assi stance given by non-governnental organizations in
provi ding | egal and psychol ogi cal counsel ling was acknow edged.

To raise public awareness and to break the silence and taboos surrounding
vi ol ence, public awareness canpai gns on the inpact of violence were considered
essential. Mny comunity education canpai gns were being carried out, aimed at
changi ng comunity attitudes towards violence, introducing "zero tolerance" for
vi ol ent behavi our, and pronoting non-viol ent methods of conflict resolution
Teacher training and the devel opnent of curriculummaterial to address
gender - based vi ol ence in schools was nentioned. Media canpai gns coul d encourage
wonen to file conplaints instead of hiding the problem At the sane tine, the
portrayal of violence in the media perpetuated violence and continued to have
negative effects, especially on children

Many obstacl es renai ned, and the gap between de jure and de facto
i npl ement ati on persisted, since nost wonen seened not to seek help fromcrisis
services or the police, because of ignorance, fear or shane. Many wonen were
not aware of existing laws or their rights and frequently had no access to the
judicial system especially if they were poor, illiterate or mgrants. It was
deplored that the real extent of violence agai nst women remai ned hi dden as wel |
as unreported. Random surveys suggested that the extent of the problemwas much
greater than estimated. Consequently, it was difficult to design adequate
policies and offer sufficient services to victims. The |ack or inadequacy of
data available made it difficult to assess the nature, severity and effects of
vi ol ence agai nst wonen and to better understand its causes. The acadenic
community needed to conduct nore research on the causes and consequences of
vi ol ence agai nst wonen and on the econonic costs that accrued to countries
because of such violence. It was regretted that there were so few i npact
studi es on steps taken to conbat viol ence agai nst wonen.

Wth regard to the rehabilitation of perpetrators, programes had been
carried out in a nunber of countries, with varied success. Mdst programes
focused on the role of nmen, enphasizing positive new role nodels for nen and new
types of male/fenale relationships inthe family. It was inportant to change
patriarchal values and to create a non-violent culture. However, in view of the
scarcity of funds, assistance to victins of violence had to be the priority and
needed to be seen as a noral obligation

Participants also recalled the Declaration on the Elimnation of Violence
agai nst Wonen and stressed the need for concrete follow up, including studies on
the inpact of measures to elimnate violence agai nst women and to assist the
victinms, and it was proposed that nechani sns were needed to nonitor follow up on
vi ol ence agai nst wonen, including good practices.

D. The girl child: Moderator's summary

At its 5th neeting, on 4 March, the Conm ssion held a panel discussion on
the girl child, one of the critical areas of concern in the Platformfor Action

l...
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and heard presentations by the followi ng panellists: Lina Laigo (Philippines),
Secretary, Department of Social Wl fare and Devel opnent and Chairperson, Counci
for the Wl fare of Children; Sadig Rasheed (Sudan), Director, Programe

Di vi sion, UNI CEF; Pal oma Bonfil Sanchez (Mexico), Secretaria E ecutiva, Gupo
Interdisciplinario sobre Mijer, Trabajo y Pobreza (A MIRAP); and Margaret Vogt
(Nigeria), Senior Associate, International Peace Acadeny.

Fol | owi ng the panel discussion, 16 governnent del egations participated in a
di al ogue. Two girls, sponsored by the non-governmental organization Committee
for UNI CEF/ Wrking Goup on Grls, and representatives of a non-governnent al
or gani zati on caucus al so spoke.

Speakers recalled that the Beijing Platformfor Action recognized that
wonen in many countries faced discrimnation fromthe earliest stages of life.
They al so recogni zed that discrimnation and neglect in childhood could initiate
a lifelong downward spiral of deprivation and exclusion. The Platform had
cal | ed upon Governnents, the United Nations systemand civil society to take
urgent neasures to elimnate all fornms of discrimnation against the girl child,
i ncluding negative traditional and cultural attitudes and practices and
discrimnation with respect to education, skills devel opnent and training,
health and nutrition, enploynent and famly life. |t recommended that
CGovernnents enact and enforce appropriate legislation and take actions that
woul d ensure equal rights for girls and their full participation in devel opnent.

Since the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wnen, a variety of policy neasures
and progranmes specifically targeting the girl child had been introduced by
countries, reflecting actions also proposed at recent United Nations conferences
and summits and in the Convention on the Elimnation of All Forms of
Di scrimination agai nst Wnen, the Convention on the Rights of the Child and
various |LO conventions and standards. Public awareness canpai gns had been
organized in various regions to sensitize people to the specific needs and
concerns of girls. National |egislation had been reviewed and nodified to
protect girls. Stereotypes in teaching naterials had been renoved in sone
countries, and teachers were being given gender training. Affirmative action
had been used to increase fenmale entrants to coll eges and universities.

Representatives stressed that the enpowernent of the girl child was
critical not only for elimnating gender-based discrinmination but for persona
growh. Human rights instruments, especially the Convention on the Elimnation
of All Fornms of Discrimnation against Wimen and the Convention on the Rights of
the Child, obliged States Parties to nake efforts to protect the rights of the
girl child and to elinmnate discrimnation. The two Conventions were viewed by
sone del egates as interrelated, and neasures had been taken to inplenent themin
a coordinated and conpl enentary way. However, in order to be nore effective, it
was proposed that the two Conventions be widely dissenmnated in |ocal |anguages
and incorporated into national |aws.

Education was referred to as the nost inportant tool for girls
enpowernent, and in that connection, nmany participants expressed concern at the
high rate of dropouts anong girls, conpared to boys. A support system needed to
be in place to help girls conplete their education and to prevent the sexua
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harassnent of girls in schools. The paucity of role nodels for girls in
t ext books was not ed.

Ref erence was nade to prevailing negative cultural and traditiona
attitudes and practices that often stood in the way of equal treatment of girls.
Sonme of those attitudes and practices, conbined with traditional role nodels
mai ntai ned by fam lies, discouraged girls' career devel opnent, their
participation in social and political life, and their access to recreationa
activities and sports. A preference for sons continued in nmany countries,
leading to discrimnation against girls, often even before birth, and to such
practices as female infanticide and prenatal sex selection.

The situation of girls living in poor econonic conditions was nentioned by
a nunber of speakers. Those girls were often the nost marginalized. They were
often forced to take up | ow paid work or becone prostitutes. They often becane
donestic workers, were paid very little, and were subjected to abuse and
expl oitation.

In rural areas, unpaid donestic work was frequently expected fromgirls,
preventing them from going to school or developing skills suited to incone-
earning activities. Mreover, their contribution to household work was often
underval ued. Since globalization contributed to the further inpoverishnent of
rural areas in many devel oping countries, out-migration by adults had increased
and had led to an increase in girls' donestic |abour and responsibilities.

Intraditional cultures, famlies generally maintained the traditiona
roles of males and females. Since the enpowernent of girls started in the
famly, fanilies needed to recognize the rights and specific needs of the girl
child beyond the traditional cultural franmework.

The particul ar needs of adol escent girls resulting fromthe transitiona
and devel opmental nature of their physical and enpbtional states were
acknowl edged. Adol escent girls and boys needed to be given adequate information
on sexual and reproductive health, and it was necessary to hel p counsel |l ors who
dealt with adol escents to be gender-sensitive. It was also inportant for
nati onal Governnents and the international comunity to recognize that the
health needs of girls were generally different fromthose of boys. Traditiona
practices that were harnful to girls' health, such as fenmale genital nutilation
shoul d be elimnated. Adolescent girls should be enpowered and supported by
their famlies and conmunities to take control of their physical well-being and
educational attainment.

Ref erence was nmade to girls affected by armed conflict and to refugee
girls. Were the fanmily systemwas no | onger functioning, many children were
left without parents or primary caregivers. Concerns were expressed that girls
in such circunmstances were particularly vulnerable to rape and sexual viol ence,
for exanple, in refugee canps or when fleeing their hone countries.

Personnel invol ved in peacekeepi ng and hunmanitarian activities should be
sensitized to the specific needs of girl children and should not exploit them
Attention was drawn to young girls as soldiers, a phenonenon that seened to be
on the increase and on which nore data and research were required.
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Mich concern was expressed on trafficking and the sexual abuse of girls,
i ncluding the growi ng sex industry, and on child pornography, including the use
of the Internet in that regard. Rehabilitation of the victinms of sexual abuse
and trafficking needed to be organi zed by trai ned personnel. Mechanisns at the
nati onal and international levels to prosecute and punish the perpetrators were
al so urgently needed, whether their offences were committed in their own or in a
foreign country.

E. Wnen and arned conflict: Mderator's summary

On 4 March, at its 6th neeting, the Conm ssion held a panel discussion on
wonen and armed conflict, followed by a dialogue. The panellists were:
Hel ga Hernes (Norway), Special Advisor in the Royal Mnistry of Foreign Affairs
on peacekeepi ng and preventive di pl onacy; Rafiga Azi nova (Azerbaijan), Head of
the Research Centre of the Council of Wnen; Bernard Mina (Caneroon),
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda; and Hi na Jilani (Pakistan),
Advocat e, Supreme Court of Pakistan

Representatives noted that the Beijing Platformfor Action enphasized that
peace was inextricably linked to equality between wonen and nen, but that
aggression, foreign occupation, ethnic conflict and other types of conflict were
an ongoing reality, affecting wonen and nen in nearly every region. They
recalled that, building on the Vienna Declaration and Progranmme of Action, the
Pl atform had stressed that violations of the human rights of wonen in tines of
armed conflict were violations of fundanental principles of international hunman
rights and humanitarian | aw and enphasi zed that the inplenentation of
cooperative approaches to peace and security were urgently needed. Noting the
consequences of arnmed conflict for wonen, which included internal displacenent
and refugee flight, the speakers stressed the crucial role of wonen in the
mai nt enance and pronotion of peace and security and the preservation of social
order in times of arnmed conflict. They also reiterated the Platform s enphasis
on the inmportance of all forns of education to foster a culture of peace,
tol erance and respect for diversity and stressed the critical role of an active
and visible policy of nmainstreami ng a gender perspective into all policies and
programes to address arned conflict or other conflicts.

It was noted that contenporary arned conflict affected civilians
di sproportionately. Mst conflicts were fought within, rather than between,
States and were no | onger fought exclusively by professional soldiers.
Non-state actors, including paramlitaries and vigilantes, increasingly
threatened the security of civilians, particularly wonen and children. Reduced
tolerance for ethnic, religious and cultural diversity and decreased respect for
the right to self-determnation brought about instability. The easy
availability of small arms, including | and-mines, to non-state actors had
hei ghtened the possibilities of civilian insecurity and risk, especially for
wonen and children, both during conflict and post-conflict, in, inter alia,
refugee camps and canps for the internally displaced

Representatives noted that, although entire comunities were affected by
and suffered the consequences of armed conflict, women and girls were
particularly affected because of their status in society and their sex. They

/...
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suffered many forms of abuse during armed conflict, but were particularly

vul nerabl e to sexual abuse, rape, sexual nutilation, sexually humliating
treatnment, forcible inpregnation, sexual slavery and forced nmarriages. Sexua
viol ence was comonly used as an instrunment of war. Sexual violence brought
with it the risk of HHV/ AIDS and pregnancy. Wnen have been forced to bear and
raise the children of their aggressors or forced to raise rejected orphans.
Wonen have al so experienced the trauma of being shaned in the eyes of their
communities, of losing relatives and friends in tines of armed conflict, and of
having to take responsibility for the care of surviving famly menbers.

Representatives recalled that arned conflicts, civil strife and foreign
occupation had resulted in internal displacement and refugee flows, w th wonen
and children conprising the majority of those who were internally displaced or
refugees. Displaced and refugee wonmen faced the risk of abuse during flight, in
refugee canps and in countries of ultinmate refuge, fromthe nmlitary,
param litaries, bandit gangs and nal e refugees.

Canps for the internally displaced and refugees had sonetines becone the
site for continuing conflict and, in the absence of structures to preserve |aw
and order, had served to shield the activities of warring groups. D splaced and
refugee women in canps faced other difficulties, including |ack of physica
security and privacy, difficulties relating to health, and |ack of suitable
occupation and income-generating opportunities. Humanitarian workers were
sonetimes insensitive to the needs of wonmen in canps, and that circunstance
underlined the inportance of gender bal ance anong such workers and mai nstreamn ng
a gender perspective into their activities. Representatives noted the
i nportance of training all security workers in international human rights and
humani tarian principles and the participation of women in all areas, as civilian
and nilitary peacekeepers, peace-builders and as special representatives of the

Secretary-CGeneral. National arned forces should be well acquainted with
international human rights and humanitarian principles as well as gender
perspectives. The increased participation of wonen at all levels of nationa

armed forces should be a specific goal

Breaches of international humanitarian and human rights | aw affecting wonen
required a particularly effective response and should not be marginalized during
post-war reconstruction. Speakers enphasized the inmportance of justice at the
international and national levels to provide the foundation for nationa
reconciliation. Delegates stressed that the statute of the proposed
International Crimnal Court should provide for the prosecution of violations of
the human rights of women during conflict and shoul d specifically address sexua
violations. National |legal systens should also be reviewed in order to ensure
that they provided justice for womren who had been affected by arnmed conflict.
The inportance of procedural and evidentiary safeguards and of strengthened
support for victinms was al so enphasi zed by representatives. Representatives
encour aged support for trust funds for women victins of arnmed conflict.

Many representatives enphasi zed the potential of wonen as agents of
preventive di pl onacy, peacekeepi ng and peace-building. Noting that wonmen shoul d
not be viewed primarily as the victins of arnmed conflict, delegates noted that
the participation of wonmen in peacekeepi ng nissions had positive results and
that their participation should be secured in all relevant areas, particularly

/...
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in nmodern multifunctional peacekeeping operations. |Innovative strategies to
encourage wonen's participation in peace processes, refugee canps and their
reconstruction, and post-conflict resolution was crucial, and concrete steps
were necessary to ensure that wonen were appointed as special representatives of
the Secretary-General. C ose connections with grass-root and local initiatives
with regard to peace-building were al so essenti al

Representatives stressed that sustained and energetic efforts to avert the
occurrence of conflict were required, along with short-termand | ong-term
strategies to develop a culture of peace. Formal and informal education should
i ncorporate val ues enphasizing the norality of peace, a tolerance of diversity,
gender sensitivity, and respect for human rights. Governnments and civil
society, including the nedia, should devel op programes invol ving wonen rel ating
to peace education and conflict prevention and resolution, and girls and wonen
shoul d be encouraged to speak as wonen, rather than as representatives of other
i nterests.



