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Addendum
1. The present docunment contains coments submitted by the Governnents of
Mal aysi a and Portugal, UNICEF, the Ofice for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs, the International Decade for Natural Di saster Reduction and a
publication by the International Rehabilitation Council for Torture Victins.
|. REPLIES RECEI VED FROM GOVERNVENTS
A. Ml aysia

1. I nt r oduction

2. The Decl aration on the Right to Devel opnent, adopted by the

General Assenbly in its resolution 41/128 of 4 Decenber 1986, represents a
watershed in the field of human rights. Though its adoption was through nmeans
of a vote, with 146 countries in favour, 1 against and 8 abstentions, there
now exi sts an international consensus on the centrality of the right to

devel opnent .

3. This consensus was affirnmed in the 1993 Vi enna Decl arati on and Programe
of Action through, inter alia, its article 10, part |, which reads,

“The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirnms the right to

devel opnent, as established in the Declaration on the Right to

Devel opnent, as a universal and inalienable right and an integral part
of fundamental human rights.”
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4, It should also be noted that in 1948 the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights was itself adopted through a vote, with 48 countries voting in favour
none agai nst, and 8 abstenti ons.

2. The developnent of the International Bill of Hunman Ri ghts

5. The International Bill of Human Rights currently consists of the

Uni versal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, the International Covenant on Econoni c,
Social and Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Politica
Rights and its two optional protocols.

6. It should be pointed out that from 1948, when the Universal Declaration
was adopted, up to 1976, when the two International Covenants canme into force,
the Uni versal Declaration was the only conpleted portion of the envisaged
International Bill. As for the International Covenants, while work on them
had began in 1948, it was only 18 years |ater that the Covenants, as revised
by the Third Conmittee, were finally approved unani nously by the

General Assenbly, through its resolution 2200 A (XXI) of 16 Decenber 1966.
Even after this unani nbus approval, the Covenants, which required

35 ratifications, cane into force only 10 years subsequently. It therefore
cannot be said that the devel opnent of the International Bill as we know it
today, was a snooth process. The fact renmains that international human rights
i nstruments cannot exist in a political vacuum To a large extent, they are a
reflection and an expression of the concerns of the international community as
a whol e.

3. The increasing significance and rel evance of the
Declaration on the Right to Devel opnent

7. There has been, recently, an awakening, on the part of Governments, to
the centrality of the right to devel opnment, as contained in the Declaration on
the Right to Developnent. The Declaration has an ever increasing rel evance
for the foll ow ng reasons

(a) Its enphasis on both individual and collective rights, as
evidenced in the | ast preanbul ar paragraph which reads,

“Confirmng that the right to devel opnent is an inalienable human right
and that equality of opportunity for developnment is a prerogative of
both nations and of individuals who nake up nations.”

(b) It al so addresses the current debate on the vicissitudes of
gl obal i zation, by drawi ng paraneters of inter-State behaviour, through its
article 4 which reads,

“1. States have the duty to take steps, individually and collectively,
to fornul ate international devel opnent policies with a viewto
facilitating the full realization of the right to devel opnent.

2. Sust ai ned action is required to pronote nore rapid devel opment of
devel oping countries. As a conplenent to the efforts of devel oping
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countries effective international cooperation is essential in providing
these countries with appropriate neans and facilities to foster their
conpr ehensi ve devel opnment.”

The above is particularly relevant given the existing internationa
econom ¢ situation, in which the G oup of Seven devel oped countries (G 7) is
in a position to fornmulate policies which may have negative repercussions for
a | arge nunber of devel oping countries, who are not in a position to nmake
their views neaningfully known. 1t can be easily seen that as a result of the
fiscal and nonetary policies of the G 7, the enjoynent of the economic, socia
and cultural rights of individuals in devel oping countries have been adversely
affected, inter alia, through the increase in their countries' debt burden
I nternational econom c cooperation is therefore needed.

(c) The Decl aration too gives equal treatnent to econom c, social and
cultural rights. It acknow edges the Iink between these rights and the
attainment of civil and political rights. These are contained in the tenth
preanmbul ar par agraph

“Concerned at the existence of serious obstacles to devel opment, as well
as to the conplete fulfilnent of human beings and of peoples,
constituted, inter alia, by the denial of civil, political, econonic
soci al and cultural rights, and considering that all human rights and
fundanental freedons are indivisible and interdependent and that, in
order to pronote devel opnent, equal attention and urgent consideration
shoul d be given to the inplenmentation, pronotion and protection of
civil, political, econom c, social and cultural rights and that,
accordingly, the pronotion of, and respect for enjoyment of certain
human rights and fundanental freedons cannot justify the denial of other
human rights and fundanental freedons.”

(d) The Decl aration on the Right to Devel opnent forns the basis for
devel opnent-ori ent ed approaches to the pronpti on of human rights, which in
turn constitutes an inportant contribution to the devel opnent and
strengthening of alternative approaches to the pronotion and protection of
human ri ghts.

8. Consequently, the Declaration makes a significant contribution to the
current debate taking place in the human rights field. That is, whether human
ri ghts considerations should be incorporated into devel opnental issues, or
conversely, whether devel opnental considerations should be incorporated into
human rights issues. Wile the former seens to be the prevalent trend,

devel oping countries are justifiably worried that it nay be a precursor to the
i mposition of human rights conditionalities on their legitinmte devel opnenta
programes which, in effect, tantanount to the m suse of human rights as a
trade protectioni smneasure and conti nui ng econom ¢ dom nance by devel oped
countries.

9. Clearly, for devel oping countries, the second approach woul d be
preferable, since it would al so redress the inbal ance in enphasis between
civil and political rights and econonic, social and cultural rights, which is
currently tilted heavily in favour of the fornmer.
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10. The increase in the awareness of the inportance of the right to

devel opnent found further expression in the recent fifty-second session of the
CGeneral Assenbly. For exanple, operative paragraph 16 of the resol ution on
the right to devel opnent nentions that the General Assenbly,

“Notes that the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights is an ideal occasion for the international conmunity to
assess the progress achieved in:

(a) Real i zing freedom from fear and freedom from want as the
hi ghest aspiration of the common peopl e;

(b) Pronmoting the advent of a world where the inherent dignity
of all nenbers of the human fanmily is recognized;”

It continues further in operative paragraph 17,

“Affirms in the above regard, that the inclusion of the Declaration on
the Right to Developnent in the International Bill of Human Ri ghts woul d
be an appropriate neans of celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of the
Uni versal Declaration of Human Ri ghts.”

11. VWile this resolution was voted on in the Third Conmttee, the
overwhel ming majority of countries were in favour of the inclusion of the
Decl arati on on the Right to Devel opment as part of the International Bill of

Human Rights, with 104 countries voting in favour, 12 voting agai nst and

33 abstaining (A/C.3/52/L.66/Rev.1). This trend was further reinforced in the
pl enary of the General Assenbly where 129 countries had voted in favour

12 voted agai nst while 32 had abstai ned (A RES/ 52/ 136).

Concl usi on

12. Wth the above points in mnd, the Government of Ml aysia therefore
fully supports the inclusion of the Declaration on the Right to Devel opment as
part of the International Bill of Human Rights, on an equal footing with the

Uni versal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, the International Covenant on Econom c, Social and Cultura
Ri ghts, as well as their optional Protocols. It is felt that such an action
woul d be a big step in making human rights an agenda for all, and towards
realizing the fuller enjoynent of human rights worl dw de.

B. Portuga

Measures to be taken to inplenent the Declaration
on the Right to Devel opnent

13. Knowi ng and understanding the situation in the various States involves
gathering informati on on the progress achieved and the difficulties
encountered. Each State nmust endeavour to reflect specifically on the issue
of the right to developnment. The follow ng nmeasures could be taken
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(a) A questionnaire could be drawn up (to be sent to all Menber
States) on practical neasures taken to inplenent the Declaration on the Right
to Devel opnent. It should be designed to encourage States to adopt a
self-critical approach to the question by asking not just for a list of the
measures taken, but also for an analysis of obstacles and difficulties in the
way of the full inplenentation of the Declaration

The answers to the questionnaire could have a doubly positive effect.
Firstly, they would be used as a basis for later work by the United Nations -
possibly by the Wrking G oup on the Right to Devel opment - (for the drafting
of specific recomrendati ons, see (b) below). Secondly, it would provide the
reporting State with food for thought. The preparation of the report would
encourage the authorities of each State to think about the realization of the
right to devel opnment and to endeavour to eval uate the neasures already taken
and possible further action;

(b) The replies from States and the information supplied by NGOs coul d
then be used as a basis in drafting a set of practical neasures for subm ssion
to each State, taking account of the special conditions in each country;

(c) Finally, all these docunents (Replies to the questionnaire and
recommendat i ons) shoul d be published by the United Nations to serve as a basis
and inspiration for all States, which would benefit froma conparative
anal ysis of the reconmendati ons made;

(d) Techni cal assistance should be provided to all States not having
the facilities to prepare a report on the realization of the Right to
Devel opnent .

14. The activities of the various bodies concerned with econonic, social and
cultural rights, human rights, wonen’s rights, the rights of the child, the
elimnation of racial discrimnation and nmeasures against torture also need to
be coordinated. Such coordination would be inportant in ensuring that during
the anal ysis and consideration of reports on the inplenmentation of the
instruments on which the work of these bodies is based (International Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, Convention on the Elimnation of Al forms of

Di scrim nation agai nst Wonen, Convention agai nst Torture and O her Cruel

I nhuman or Degradi ng Treatnment or Punishment, Convention on the Rights of the
Child), special attention is paid to the right to devel opnent, for exanple, in
the questions addressed to States by the various bodies after subm ssion or
during consideration of the States' reports.

15. The occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of
Human Ri ghts should be used to pronote and publicize all aspects and
implications of the right to devel opnent.

16. Nati onal reports on the inplenentation of the Vienna Declaration and
Programme of Action could provide States with an ideal opportunity to reflect
on recent progress regarding certain rights, including various aspects of the
right to devel opnent.
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1. COWENTS FROM UNI TED NATI ONS BODI ES AND SPECI ALI ZED AGENCI ES
A.  UNI CEF
The right to developnent: a UNI CEF perspective
17. Over the | ast decade, UN CEF has increasingly become an active player in

the field of human rights. Wile a nunber of political, social and economnc
factors have influenced UNI CEF to becone involved, a major turning point was
t he unprecedented success of the 1990 World Summit for Children, the first
maj or gl obal United Nations gathering of the 1990s. The inpetus of the World
Summit led to the adoption of a global agenda for children and the entry into
force of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Consequently, the virtua
uni versal acceptance of the Convention (presently with 191 States parties) and
the obligations arising fromarticle 45 of the treaty, which specifically
recogni zes UNICEF as a najor partner in its inplenmentation, Ied UNICEF to
broaden the scope of its mission in order to nore effectively safeguard the
rights of children worl dw de.

18. By 1996, with the adoption of its Mssion Statenent, UNICEF affirmed its
strong conmitnent to the realization of the human rights of children. The

M ssion Statenent indicates that “UNICEF is nmandated to advocate for the
protection of children's rights and strives to establish children's rights as
enduring ethical principles and international standards of behavi our towards
children.” Furthernore, it recognizes the inportance of UNICEF' s work in the
promoti on of the equal rights of women and girls and their participation in
the political, social and econom c devel opment of their communities. Today,
UNI CEF' s strategies, policies and programes are guided and framed by the
fundanental val ues of human rights.

19. UNI CEF is guided by the Charter of the United Nations which identifies
as one of the three purposes of the Organization the pronotion of respect for
human rights for all w thout discrimnation of any kind, and further stresses
the need to pronote better standards of living, econom c and social progress,
and devel opnent .

20. The major United Nations Conferences of the 1990s further informthe
wor k of UNI CEF. These conferences generally affirmthat the situation of
children is the npst accurate neasure of devel opment and they recognize the
pronmoti on of respect for the rights of the child as a common field for action
In this regard, the World Conference on Human Rights is of particular

rel evance since it recognizes that the human rights of children constitute a
priority within the United Nations systemand it recommends that the

United Nations bodies and specialized agenci es shoul d assess periodically the

i npact of their strategies and policies on the enjoynent of human rights. In
a historic step, the Conference called for the situation and human rights of
children to be regularly reviewed and nonitored by all in accordance with

their respective mandat es.

21. In UNICEF' s view, the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)
constitutes a neaningful illustration of the essential principles of the

Decl arati on on the Right to Devel opnment, including the fundamental inportance
of all human rights, the recognition of the human person as the centra
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subj ect of devel opnment and the essential relevance of participation. 1In fact,
the CRC has established a holistic approach to the human rights of children,
and provides a conceptual ethical and | egal franmework to ensure their

i mpl enentation. The CRC has reaffirmed the indivisible and interrel ated
nature of all human rights and fundanental freedons addressing the civil,
political, and econom c, social and cultural rights of children

22. One of the fundanmental values of the CRCis its affirmation that the
child needs to be envisaged in his/her individuality and as subject of rights.
Article 12 recognizes the right of the child to express views in all matters
affecting himor her and having those views considered and gi ven due wei ght.
Accordingly, the child has the right to participate, particularly in the

deci si on- maki ng process which nay occur, for exanple, within the famly, the
school, and the conmunity. 1In this regard, UN CEF pronotes and supports the
active involvenent of children in the decision-nmaking processes and in
initiatives which provide |legitimte opportunities for children's views to be
heard i ncl udi ng:

(a) Wor kshops conducted in collaboration with schools and
non- gover nnental organi zations to informchildren about their rights and the
principles of the CRC

(b) Children's parliaments to pronote a discussion on the rights of
children through the parliamentary process and procedures;

(c) Children's elections on their rights, allowing for children to
engage in a discussion on the main features of their rights and on the areas
requiring priority attention

(d) Children's participation in the process of preparation of the
State party report to the Conmittee on the Rights of the Child.

23. In addition, UNI CEF al so supports training programes for professionals
that work directly with, or are regularly in contact with children, such as
teachers, social workers, judges and magi strates, police officers and others
to increase their awareness about the CRC, particularly the right of the child
to participate.

24. Havi ng gai ned significant devel opnment experience over the |ast severa
decades, and having al so recogni zed the |inks between human rights and
econom ¢ and soci al devel opnent, UNI CEF envi sages the child as the centra
subj ect of devel opnent to ensure the realization of all the rights of the

i ndividual child. This requires gathering data on all groups of children
fighting the invisibility of the disadvantaged, pronoting support to those in
greater need, and bridging the prevailing social, econonic or geographic
disparities, in relation to younger children or in adol escence, girls and
boys, children in rural and urban areas, children belonging to mnority or

i ndi genous groups.

25. In view of article 4 of the CRC which calls on States parties to
undert ake appropriate neasures to inplenment the economc, social and cultura
rights of the child to the maxi num extent of their avail able resources, and
where needed within the franmework of international cooperation, UN CEF
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continues to actively pronote the 20/20 Initiative with its Governnent
partners. This Initiative is a practical nechanismto establish agreenents
among devel oping countries and their partners in order to allocate nore

resources to basic social services. It is estimated that Governments of
devel opi ng countries spend about $150 billion per year on basic socia
services, and that an additional $80 billion will be required every year to

reach universal coverage. UN CEF further estinmates that the ful

i mpl enentation of the 20/20 Initiative can nobilize sufficient resources to
achi eve the end-decade goals set by the Wrld Summit for Children, which wll
in turn be an instrunmental step towards the realization of children's rights.

26. UNI CEF has been recognized as the |l ead United Nations body to coordinate
efforts towards the inplenmentation of the 20/20 Initiative. 1In close
cooperation with UNDP, UNI CEF is supporting the analysis of information about
budget ary spendi ng and ODA all ocations to basic social services in nore than
30 countries. The results of these studies will be presented as a foll ow up
to the Copenhagen Social Summit and the OGslo neeting on the 20/20 Initiative
at an international neeting scheduled to take place in Hanoi in Cctober 1998.
The studies are intended not only to gather information, but also to build
capacity at the national level to nonitor the comm tment of governnment donors
in providing resources for achieving the global goals and for realizing
children's rights.

27. It is in this conceptual framework that UNI CEF acts at national

regi onal and gl obal levels. 1t should be highlighted that UNI CEF s
application of the holistic approach to the human rights of children for

devel opnent activities encourages countries to develop a national strategy for
children and the inclusion of children's rights as a matter of priority in the
political agenda. Thus far, this has led to the creation and enhancenent of
nati onal institutions on children and their rights, inter-mnisterial

conmmi ssions, parliamentary committees, and national coalitions of NGOs, all
focusing on child rights and gui ded by the Convention on the Rights of the
Chi | d.

28. In the area of cooperation with other international partners, including
i nter-agency cooperation, and with financial institutions as well as

devel opnent organi zati ons, UNI CEF plays a | eading catalytic role in

(a) placing children's rights at the centre of their cooperation agenda;

(b) assessing the inpact of international cooperation on the lives of children
and nonitoring progress achieved in a systematic and conprehensive manner; and
(c) preventing overlap and stream ining activities and resources.

29. In the light of article 45 of the CRC, UN CEF devel ops programes of
techni cal assistance to support the realization of human rights. In this
regard, mention could be nmade of programmes designed to (a) pronote |aw
reform (b) create national coordinating and nonitoring nechani snms on
children's rights; (c) launch information, education and training activities
on children's rights; and (d) enhance national capacity to collect and anal yse
data on children and on the enjoynent of their rights.

30. It is in the same spirit that UNICEF is actively involved in the
United Nations Devel opnment Assistance Franmework (UNDAF) process, within the
context of the undergoing United Nations Reform In this regard, it is
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i nportant to recognize that all of the 19 pilot countries included in the
initial UNDAF phase have ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child,
and a majority has already reported to the Comrittee on the Rights of the
Child. In this environment, the United Nations system has a gol den
opportunity to pronote devel opnent in a human rights context.

B. Ofice for the Coordination of Hunanitarian Affairs

31. On the request of the Inter-Agency Standing Conmmttee Working Goup, the
Appeal , Reporting and Monitoring Unit within OCHA is currently working on a
Consol i dat ed Appeal Users CGui de which would include the notion of a “strategic
framework”. A strategic framework is now w dely understood as being a too

whi ch sets a collaborative vision for the future and establish an overarching
backdrop for a progranme enbraci ng simultaneous and consistent action to

achi eve humanitarian relief and devel opnment cooperation objectives during al
stages of crisis.

32. In that context, the objectives, priorities and progranmes included in
the Consol i dated Appeal would be directed towards enhanci ng devel oprment
activities such as restoration of productive economnm c capacity, rehabilitation
of education, health, water, sanitation and social services, strengthening of
denocratic institutions, public admi nistration, justice systens and enpl oynent
activities and income generating activities. 1In that sense, the strategic
framework could represent a first step in the pronotion of the rights as
described in the Declaration on the Ri ght to Devel opnent.

C. International Decade for Natural Di saster Reduction

Di saster reduction elininates obstacles that natura
di sasters represent towards devel opnent

33. Wthin the framework of the commenoration of the fiftieth anniversary of
the Uni versal Declaration of Human Rights in 1998, and to cel ebrate the
five-year inplementation review of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of
Action, the strategy used by the United Nations H gh Commi ssioner for Human
Rights to attract the attention of the public in general and the nedia for the
event m ght include, as a new di nension, the pronotion of disaster prevention
within the framework of the protection of human rights.

34. In that context, the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction
(I DNDR, 1990-2000) wishes to draw attention to the contribution of natura

di saster reduction to the full enjoynent and realization of econom c, socia
and cultural rights, including the right to devel opnent. Disasters can be
prevented from occurring; population at risk fromnatural hazards need not
turn into actual victins, and will be able to fully enjoy an enabling
environnent. Disaster reduction builds on the active involvenent of |oca
conmuni ties and of the nost vul nerable groups in the decision-nmaking process.
Thus, it plays its part in pronpoting civil society and denocrati zation

In the same vein, disaster reduction provides a wi ndow of opportunity for
equitable access to long-termprotection for all, in particular through

the sharing and di ssem nation of disaster-related information, the
generalization of training, and through appropriate early-warning systens.
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35. The International Framework of Action for the IDNDRis comritted to
integrate fully natural disaster reduction nmeasures into countries' efforts

t owar ds sustai nabl e devel opnent, through the full inplenmentation of Agenda 21

Nat ural disaster reduction contributes to sustainable devel opment by enhanci ng
the protection of human |life and basic requirenents such as water, food,
shelter and heal th agai nst natural hazards and simlar threats, through a
pre-di saster/preventive approach. Disaster reduction also represents the link
bet ween humani tari an assi stance and sustai nabl e devel opnent: it contributes
to sustained econonic growh by protecting hunman |ives, economnic

i nfrastructure and financial nmechani snms, as well as business continuity and

j ob opportunities. Disaster reduction elinm nates obstacles that natura

di sasters represent towards devel opnent. Natural disaster reduction
contributes to social and econonmic stability, and represents, thus, one

el enment of international comunity's efforts towards ensuring peace and
security.

36. The 1997 typhoon in Bangl adesh and similar cyclones in coastal areas of
the Indian State of Andhra Pradesh in 1991, may serve as exanples for
successful preventive action which saves thousands of |ives and contributes to
the protection of basic infrastructures. Preventive measures included
efficient risk assessment and the recognition of the inmportance of education
qui ck comuni cation, as well as the full participation, understandi ng and

i nvol venment of |ocal conmunities in early warnings, and resulted in successfu
evacuations of popul ations at risk

37. The soci o-econom ¢ inpact of the current occurrence of El Nifio in

Latin Anerica, Africa and South East Asia, mght surpass the 1982/83 event,
the worst recorded so far, in ternms of human | osses, destruction of shelter
and basic services through the disruption of crucial economc activities, i.e.
the fishneal industry in Peru. The increased intensity and frequency of

hydr onet eor ol ogi cal extrenes deriving fromE Nifio affect nost severely the
vul nerabl e popul ati on groups in marginalized urban areas. The recurrent
character of the phenonenon, however, make it now predictable, and the
prevention of future phenonena passes through the observation and research
activities based on existing historic data and their analysis.

38. Wthin IDNDR S consolidation phase and concl udi ng Progranmre Forum
(Geneva, July 1999), the relationship between fundanmental human rights and
vul nerability/risks fromnatural disasters should become an issue of distinct
interest, in particular with regard to research of long-term societal aspect
of risk managenent.

I11. COWENTS RECElI VED FROM NON- GOVERNVENTAL ORGANI ZATI ONS

A. International Rehabilitation Council for Torture Victins

39. In a letter dated 17 February 1998, the International Rehabilitation
Council for Torture Victinms submitted its Annual Report for 1996 as a

suppl enentary reaction to the Comm ssion resolution (for the IRCT's initia
reacti on see E/CN. 4/1998/28, para. 45). The 45-page docunent contains an
article signed by Professor Bent Sorensen, nenber of the Conmttee against
Torture, entitled “Hurman rights in devel opnment efforts: freedomfromtorture
as a precondition for denocracy”. The two-page paper outlines the universal

i ndi visible, interdependent and interrelated character of all human rights.



