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| nt r oducti on

1. In its resolution 1997/45 of 11 April 1997 entitled " Regiona
arrangenents for the pronotion and protection of human rights in the Asian
and Pacific region”, the Conm ssion on Human Rights reaffirmed that regiona
arrangenents played a fundanental role in pronoting and protecting human
rights and that they should reinforce universal human rights standards, as
contained in international human rights instruments.

2. The Comm ssion wel coned the regional workshops on various human rights
i ssues which had been held in the Asian and Pacific region, including those
in Manila (1990), Jakarta (1993), Seoul (1994), Kathmandu (1996) and

Ammran (1997).

3. The Commi ssi on endorsed the conclusions of the fifth workshop

i ncluding the recognition of the inportance of step-by-step progress towards
the establishnment of a regional arrangenment for the pronotion and protection
of human rights in the Asian and Pacific region, which nust energe from and be
directed to the needs and priorities set by Governments of the region

4, The Conmmi ssi on encouraged all Governments in the Asian and Pacific
region to consider further the establishment of regional arrangenments for

the promotion and protection of human rights, taking into consideration the
conclusions of the fifth workshop. The Conm ssion al so requested the
Secretary-General to establish an open-ended team conprising representatives
of interested Governnents of the region and, in consultation with nationa
institutions and non-governnmental organizations, to ensure the effective
preparati on of the next workshop and to facilitate the devel opment of regiona
arrangenents.

5. The Secretary-General was al so requested to give adequate attention to
countries in the Asian and Pacific region by allocating nore resources from
exi sting United Nations funds to enable the countries of the region to benefit
fromall activities under the programme of advisory services and technica
assistance in the field of human rights.

6. The Conmi ssion encouraged States in the Asian and Pacific region to
request assistance for such purposes as regional and subregi onal workshops,
sem nars and i nfornmati on exchanges designed to strengthen regi onal cooperation
in the pronotion and protection of human rights. It also encouraged the
ratification by all States in the region of international human rights
instruments, particularly the International Covenant on Civil and Politica

Ri ghts and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.
It further encouraged all States and regional and subregi onal organizations to
devel op programres for human rights education in the region

7. The Comnmi ssion requested the Secretary-General to submt to the

Conmi ssion at its fifty-fourth session a further report incorporating

i nformati on on the progress achieved in inplenmenting resolution 1997/45. This
report is submtted in accordance with that request.
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. SIXTH WORKSHOP ON REG ONAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE PROMOTI ON AND
PROTECTI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS | N THE ASI AN AND PACI FI C REG ON
A. Mandate and justification for holding the workshop
8. The United Nations has consistently pronoted the role of regiona

arrangenents for the pronotion and protection of human rights. The

CGeneral Assenbly and the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts have adopted nunerous
resolutions in this regard. The Wrld Conference on Human Rights reaffirned
t he fundanental role that regional and subregional arrangenments could play in
pronmoting and protecting human rights.

9. The Asian and Pacific region is the only United Nations defined region
wi t hout a specific human rights treaty and w thout some form of region-w de
mechani sm directed towards the protection and pronmotion of human rights. The
Secretary-Ceneral has repeatedly been requested by the General Assenbly and
the Comm ssion to provide necessary assistance, through the H gh Comm ssioner
for Human Rights, to CGovernnents in the region for the establishnent of such
regi onal arrangenents.

10. Pursuant to relevant resolutions of the General Assenbly and the

Conmi ssion, the Ofice of the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights, within the
framewor k of the programe of technical cooperation in the field of human
rights, organized in 1982 a semnar in Col onbo, and nore recently, five

wor kshops for the Asian and Pacific region, in cooperation with the host
Governnments, in Manila in 1990, Jakarta in 1993, Seoul in 1994, Kathmandu

in 1996 and Amman in 1997

11. Wth the holding of the nmeetings nentioned above, a positive process has
been established within the Asian and Pacific region. Building on discussion
at earlier workshops, the fifth workshop in Amman identified specific steps

as buil di ng- bl ocks, achieving consensus in the form of agreed workshop
concl usi ons.

12. Endorsi ng the concl usions of the Anman Wrkshop, the Conm ssion on
Human Ri ghts stressed that the regional cooperation programe could focus,
inter alia, on requests from Governnments, on strengthening the role of

nati onal human rights institutions in pronoting the realization of all human
rights, including, in particular, econom c, social and cultural rights;
realizing the right to devel opnent; devel opi ng nmet hodol ogi es for effective

i mpl enentati on of human rights education; elaborating guidelines for nationa
action plans in the field of human rights; and devel opi ng strategies for
cooperation on common probl ens.

13. Agai nst this background the sixth workshop was organi zed in Tehran
Islamic Republic of Iran, from 28 February to 2 March 1998, within the
framework of the United Nations programme of technical cooperation in the
field of human rights and pursuant to Commi ssion resolution 1997/ 45.
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14. The ains of the workshop were to reach agreement concerning the
framework of a draft regional technical cooperation programe, indicating
its objectives and proposed activities, and to identify the next steps in
facilitating the process of establishing a regional arrangement for the
protection and pronotion of human rights.

B. Preparatory process for the workshop

15. As requested by the Comm ssion in resolution 1997/45, in accordance with
t he concl usi ons of the Amman Workshop, an open-ended working team conpri sing
Ceneva- based representatives of interested nmenber States fromthe Asia-Pacific
region held four neetings in Geneva (on 18 July, 30 October, 12 Decenber 1997
and 12 February 1998) considering a variety of issues, including the
provi si onal programe for the workshop, rules of procedure, draft franmework

of the regional technical cooperation programme, an expert’s background paper
prepared for the workshop, as well as participation by national human rights

i nstitutions and non-governnental organizations. This preparatory process
facilitated di scussions at the workshop

16. In view of the role of national human rights institutions and

non- gover nment al organi zati ons i n considering regional arrangenments, as

wel | as Conm ssion resolution 1997/45 (op. para. 22), the provisiona
programe for the workshop and the draft franework of regional technica
cooperation were distributed to these organi zati ons through the Asia-Pacific
Forum of National Human Rights Institutions and the Asia-Pacific Human Ri ghts
NGOs Facilitating Team These docunments were al so sent to those regional and
international NGOs active in the region and in consultative status with
ECOSOC, which were invited to the workshop by the Hi gh Comnr ssioner for

Human Ri ghts.

C. Participation

17. The Tehran Workshop enjoyed the w dest participation in the series.
Governnments of the following 36 countries were represented: Australia,
Bahr ai n, Bangl adesh, Bhutan, Brunei Darussalam China, Cyprus, Denocratic
Peopl e's Republic of Korea, Fiji, India, Indonesia, Islam c Republic of Iran
I rag, Japan, Jordan, Lao People’s Denocratic Republic, Lebanon, Ml aysi a,
Mongol i a, Myanmar, Nepal, New Zeal and, Oman, Pakistan, Philippines, Qatar,
Republ i ¢ of Korea, Sanpa, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Syrian Arab
Republic, Thailand, United Arab Emrates, Viet Nam and Yenmen. The Pal estine
National Authority was al so represented at the workshop. National human
rights comm ssions were represented by the Asia-Pacific Forum of Nationa
Human Ri ghts Institutions. Non-governnental organizations active in the
region and | ocal organizations participated in the workshop, including the
Asi a-Pacific Human Rights NGOs Facilitating Team Amesty International and
the World Muslim Congress. In addition, the United Nations Devel opnent
Programme (UNDP) and the United Nations Econom ¢ and Social Commi ssion for
Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) attended the workshop as observers.
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D. Proceedings

18. On 28 February 1998, the workshop was opened with statenents by the
M nister for Foreign Affairs of the Islamc Republic of Iran, and the
United Nations Hi gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights. The workshop then

di scussed in detail the proposed areas of regional cooperation

19. The wor kshop was divided into three sessions, during which the follow ng
subjects were dealt with: Session | - Experiences and best practices in
bui | di ng nati onal human rights capacity in the Asian and Pacific region
Session Il - Prospects and next steps for the devel opnent of a regiona
arrangenent in the Asian and Pacific region - Achievenents, prospects and
options for the future; Session IIl - Devel oping a regional technica
cooperation programre in the Asian and Pacific region. In both the first and
second sessions, discussion was preceded by an introductory statenment by the
expert.

20. Thr oughout the sessions, a nunber of interventions referred to the

gui ding principles agreed during previous workshops, in particular: the
universality, indivisibility and interdependence of human rights; the
principle that any regional arrangement for Asia and the Pacific nmust energe
fromwi thin the region and should be based upon priorities and needs
identified by the region; and the need to keep in mnd the richness of
cultural, historical and religious diversities within the region in

consi dering regional arrangenents.

21. Many interventions cautioned agai nst hasty noves to establish a regiona
arrangenent simlar to those existing in other regions. According to these
views, issues identified at the Second Wrkshop in Jakarta and other factors

i ncluding the diversity of the region make it premature to establish a

regi onal nechanismfor the pronotion and protection of human rights to which
all menber States could subscribe. It was enphasized in several interventions
that no currently existing regional arrangenent could serve as an appropriate
nmodel for the Asian and Pacific region and that discussion on the form and
framewor k of a regional arrangenent was prenmature

22. Nat i onal practices and experiences were briefly described by a nunber of
representatives, who shared positive initiatives recently taken in their own
countries. These included the foll ow ng:

- human rights education action plans;

- nati onal plans of action in the field of human rights (including
consi deration of their preparation);

- | egislative reform

- establ i shnment and strengthening of national human rights
institutions;

- signature and/or ratification of international human rights
i nstruments;
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- i ncreased NGO participation in and contribution to the pronotion
and protection of human rights;

- techni cal cooperation projects;

- i mproved remedies for victinms of human rights viol ations,
i ncl udi ng conpensation for victinms of torture.

23. There was unani nous agreenent that technical cooperation ained at

nati onal capacity building should be the foundation for any further nove
towards the establishnment of a regional human rights arrangenent and that

regi onal cooperation is an essential prerequisite for such progress. A nunber
of menmber States enphasized the inportance of the right to devel opment in this
regard. It was enphasized that progress towards a regional arrangenent coul d
only be made at a pace deternmined within the region. Views differed as to the
pronmoti on of subregional arrangenents in general

24. There was consensus on the central role which had been and woul d be
pl ayed by the annual intergovernnmental workshop, with the assistance of the
open-ended teamin Ceneva. It was agreed there was no need to create an

addi ti onal consultative nmechanismfor considering or facilitating the
establ i shnent of regional arrangenents. The annual workshop, therefore,
shoul d be the key forum for discussion of initiatives for regiona

cooperation, including through the proposed technical cooperation programre.
In this connection, suggestions were nmade that future annual workshops shoul d
i ncl ude di scussions of thematic issues, such as human rights education and the
right to devel opnent, as a means of facilitating practical progress in

regi onal cooperation

25. The exchange of views concerning the strengthening of national human
rights capacities by sharing of expertise, experiences and best practices was
followed by a detailed review, at the third session, of preferred approaches
for regional cooperation. Discussion focused on the objectives, activities,
priorities and resources for regional technical cooperation. A nunber of
suggesti ons were made concerning the framework docunent prepared and presented
by the Ofice of the H gh Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts.

26. The workshop adopted a framework of regional technical cooperation
programme in the Asian and Pacific region, ainmed at strengthening nationa
capacities for the pronotion and protection of human rights as a neans of
facilitating possible regional arrangenments. The follow ng four areas of
activity were identified in this franework: national plans of action for the
pronmoti on and protection of human rights and the strengthening of nationa
capacities; human rights education; national institutions for the pronotion
and protection of human rights; and strategies for the realization of the
right to devel opnment and econom c, social and cultural rights. The franework
docunent is attached to this report (annex I|1).

E. Wbrkshop concl usions

27. Foll owi ng i nformal consultations and di scussions in the plenary session
the sixth workshop arrived at agreed conclusions on 2 March 1998. The text of
the conclusions is attached to this report (annex 1).
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1. THE UNI TED NATI ONS PROGRAMVE OF TECHNI CAL COOPERATION I N
THE FI ELD OF HUMAN RI GHTS I N THE ASI AN AND PACI FI C REG ON
28. The Secretary-General continues to pay particular attention to ensuring

that the countries of the Asian and Pacific region benefit fromall the
activities under the programme of technical cooperation in the field of human
rights, funded either through the regul ar budget or the Voluntary Fund for
Techni cal Cooperation in the Field of Human Ri ghts.

29. During 1997, a |large nunber of activities were inplenmented within the
framewor k of the technical cooperation progranme and projects in Bhutan
Cambodi a, Mongolia, Nepal, Palestine and Papua New Gui nea. The

mul ti - component programe and projects in Canbodia, Mngolia and Pal estine
were carried out or coordinated by the respective field offices or a nationa
professional officer. |In addition, the Ofice of the H gh Comm ssioner for
Human Ri ghts provi ded advi sory services and participated in workshops

consi dering the establishnent of a national human rights institution in
Bangl adesh.

30. The attention of the Commission is drawn to the Secretary-Ceneral's
report on advisory services in the field of human rights, including the

Vol untary Fund for Technical Cooperation in the Field of Human Ri ghts
(E/CN. 4/ 1998/ 92), which contains detailed information regarding the activities
undertaken in 1997 in the context of the United Nations programe of technica
cooperation.

[11. ACTIVITIES OF NATI ONAL HUMAN RI GHTS | NSTI TUTI ONS
FOR THE PROMOTI ON AND PROTECTI ON OF HUMAN RI GATS
IN THE ASI AN AND PACI FI C REG ON

31. The Second Regi onal Wbrkshop of Asia-Pacific National Human Ri ghts
Institutions was held in New Del hi, India, from10 to 12 Septenber 1997. The
obj ectives of the workshop were to pronote cooperati on anong and strengtheni ng
of national human rights institutions in the Asia-Pacific region, by
facilitating consideration of issues of comopn concern, encouraging joint
activity on issues of nutual interest, and pronoting the devel opment of joint
trai ning programmes and staff exchanges. The workshop al so provided a forum
to encourage and assist those States in the process of establishing nationa
institutions or which have taken concrete steps to initiate this process
through, inter alia, the provision of practical assistance and support.

In addition to the national human rights conm ssions of Australia, I|ndia,

I ndonesi a, New Zeal and, Philippines and Sri Lanka, 14 Governments in

the region, national human rights institutions of other regions and

non- gover nment al human rights organi zations participated in the nmeeting.

The wor kshop adopted a concl udi ng statenment which sets out a commitnent to
joint action in many areas. The report of this workshop is available at the
Secretariat for consultation
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I V. STATUS OF ADHERENCE BY STATES I N THE ASI AN AND PACI FI C REG ON
TO THE PRI NCI PAL | NTERNATI ONAL HUMAN RI GHTS | NSTRUMENTS
(as at 23 February 1998)

The international human rights instruments of the United Nations which
ish treaty bodies to nonitor their inplenmentation are:

(1) t he International Covenant on Econom c, Social and Cultural Rights
(I CESCR), which is nonitored by the Cormittee on Econom c, Social and
Cultural Rights;

(2) the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)
which is nonitored by the Human Rights Conmittee

(3) the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (OPT1), which is supervised by the Human Ri ghts
Conmi ttee;

(4) the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights ainmed at the abolition of the death penalty
(OPT2);

(5) the International Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forms of
Raci al Di scrimnation which is nonitored by the Conmittee on the
El i m nati on of Racial Discrimnation (CERD)

(6) the Convention on the Elimnation of Al Fornms of Discrimnation
agai nst Wonen which is nmonitored by the Conmittee on the Elimnation of
Di scrim nati on agai nst Wonen ( CEDAW ;

(7) t he Convention against Torture and O her Cruel, Inhuman or
Degradi ng Treatnent or Puni shment which is nonitored by the Commttee
agai nst Torture (CAT);

(8) the Convention on the Rights of the Child which is nonitored by
the Conmittee on the Rights of the Child (CRC

(9) the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of
All Mgrant Wrkers and Menbers of Their Fanmilies (MAC), which was
adopted by the General Assenbly in 1990 and will enter into force when
at | east 20 States have accepted it.

The following listing of States Menbers of the United Nations shows which
States are a party (indicated by the year of adherence or, for the M grant
Wor kers' Convention, the year of acceptance) or signatory (indicated by an
“s”) to the various United Nations human rights instruments |listed. As at

23 February 1998, 185 Menber States and 8 non- Menber States were party to one
or nore of these instruments.
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State | CESCR | CCPR OPT1 OPT2 CERD CEDAW CAT CRC MAC
Af ghani st an 1983 1983 - - 1983 s 1987 1994 -
Australia 1975 1980 1991 1990 1975* 1983 1989* 1990 -
Bahr ai n - - - - 1990 - - 1992 -
Bangl adesh - - - - 1979 1984 - 1990 -
Bhut an - - - - s 1981 - 1990 -
Brunei Darussal am - - - - - - - 1995 -
Canbodi a 1992 1992 - - 1983 1992 1992 1992 -
Chi na S - - - 1981 1980 1988 1992 -
Cyprus 1969 1969 1992 - 1967* 1985 1991* 1991 -
Denocratic People's

Republic of Korea 1981 1981 - - - - - 1990 -
Fiji - - - - 1973 1995 - 1993 -
I ndi a 1979 1979 - - 1968 1993 s 1992 -
I ndonesi a - - - - - 1984 s 1990 -
Iran (Islamc Rep. of)1975 1975 - - 1968 - - 1994 -
Iraq 1971 1971 - - 1970 1986 - 1994 -
Japan 1979 1979 - - 1995 1985 - 1994 -
Jor dan 1975 1975 - - 1974 1992 1991 1991 -
Kuwai t 1996 1996 - - 1968 1994 1996 1991 -
Lao People's Dem Rep. - - - - 1974 1981 - 1991 -
Lebanon 1972 1972 - - 1971 1997 - 1991 -
Mal aysi a - - - - - 1995 - 1995 -
Mal di ves - - - - 1984 1993 - 1991 -
Mar shal | | sl ands - - - - - - - 1993 -
Mongol i a 1974 1974 1991 - 1969 1981 - 1990 -
Myanmar - - - - - 1997 - 1991 -
Nepal 1991 1991 1991 - 1971 1991 1991 1990 -
New Zeal and 1978 1978 1989 1990 1972 1985 1989* 1993 -
Oman - - - - - - - 1996 -
Paki st an - - - - 1966 1996 - 1990 -
Pal au - - - - - - - 1995 -
Papua New Gui nea - - - - 1982 1995 - 1993 -
Phi |'i ppi nes 1974 1986 1989 - 1967 1981 1986 1990 1995

Qat ar - - - - 1976 - - 1995 -
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State | CESCR | CCPR OPT1 OPT2 CERD CEDAW CAT CRC MAC
Republ i ¢ of Korea 1990 1990 1990 - 1978 1984 1995 1991 -
Sanpa - - - - - 1992 - 1994 -
Saudi Arabia - - - - 1997 - 1997 1996 -
Sol onon | sl ands 1982 - - - 1982 - - 1995 -
Sri Lanka 1980 1980 1997 - 1982 1981 1994 1991 1996
Syrian Arab Republic 1969 1969 - - 1969 - - 1993 -
Thai | and - 1996 - - - 1985 - 1992 -
United Arab Emirates - - - - 1974 - - 1997 -
Vanuat u - - - - - 1995 - 1993 -
Vi et Nam 1982 1982 - - 1982 1982 - 1990 -
Yemen 1987 1987 - - 1972 1984 1991 1991 -
Total nunber of

States Parties 137 140 93 31 150 161 104 191 9

* Indicates that the State party has recogni zed the conpetence to
recei ve and process individual comuni cations of the Comrittee on the
El i m nati on of Racial Discrimnation under article 14 of the Convention (a
total of 25 States parties) or of the Cormittee Against Torture (a total of
39 States parties).
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ANNEX |

SI XTH WORKSHOP ON REG ONAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE PROMOTI ON AND
PROTECTI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS I N THE ASI AN AND PACI FI C REG ON
(28 FEBRUARY - 2 MARCH 1998)

TEHRAN WORKSHOP CONCLUSI ONS

The Tehran Workshop, neeting from 28 February to 2 March 1998, on the
occasion of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights reaffirnms the universality, indivisibility and interdependence of human
rights in a region proud of its rich cultures, religions and diversities;

Meeting 30 years after the First World Conference on Human Ri ghts and
five years after the Second Wrld Conference, the workshop also reaffirms its
conmitrment to the Vienna Declaration and Progranmme of Action

Taki ng note of the previous workshops held in Manila, Jakarta and Seoul
novi ng ahead on the basis of consensus reached at Kat hmandu and Amman, and
gui ded by a step-by-step and buil di ng- bl ocks approach, the workshop renews its
commtrment to the promption and protection of human rights in the Asia-Pacific
regi on;

Appreciative of the call to practical action by the United Nations High
Commi ssioner for Human Rights, Ms. Mary Robinson, and the Foreign M nister of
the Islam c Republic of Iran, M. Kamal Kharrazi, in their opening addresses
to the workshop; and

Committed to devel opi ng and strengt heni ng nati onal capacities, in
accordance with national conditions, for the pronotion and protection of human
rights through regional cooperation and the sharing of experiences, the
wor kshop hereby adopts a Framework for Regional Technical Cooperation in the
Asi a-Pacific to develop, inter alia:

- Nat i onal plans of action for the pronotion and protection of human
rights and the strengthening of national capacities;

- Human ri ghts education

- National institutions for the promption and protection of human
rights; and

- Strategies for the realization of the right to devel opnment and
economic, social and cultural rights;

This Framework for Regional Technical Cooperation, focusing on practica
steps to enhance the pronotion and protection of human rights, marks the
wor kshop’s contribution to the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Universa
Decl arati on of Human Ri ghts;
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The Tehran Workshop recogni zes that strengthening national human rights
capacities is the strongest foundation for effective and enduring regi ona
cooperation for the promotion and protection of human rights;

Looking to the future, the Tehran Workshop renews its commitnent to
ensure that the annual neeting remains the key regional forumto review
progress in strengthening national human rights capacities, thus ensuring
regi onal cooperation in the pronmpotion and protection of human rights.

2 March 1998
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ANNEX ||

FRAMEWORK OF REGQ ONAL TECHNI CAL COOPERATI ON PROGRAMVE
IN ASI A AND THE PACI FI C

l. BASI C PRQJECT | NFORMATI ON

Reqi on: Asia and the Pacific
Project Title: Strengt heni ng of National Capacities for the Pronotion

and Protection of Human Rights in the Asia-Pacific
region as a neans of facilitating regional cooperation
on human rights and possible regional arrangenents

Initial Duration: 3 years

| npl enent i ng _Agency: O fice of the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights

Total estinmated budget: $728,500 (including 13 per cent progranmme support
cost s)

Sour ce(s) of funding: - Voluntary Fund for Technical Cooperation

- O her extra budgetary funds

- In-kind contributions by host countries of
programe activities

. CONTEXT AND BACKGROUND

Through previous workshops a consensus has been reached on the principles and

“step-by-step”, “building-blocks” approach involving extensive consultation
anong CGovernnents of the region, concerning the possible establishment of
regi onal arrangenents. It was al so agreed that regional arrangements must

energe fromand be directed to the needs and priorities set by Governnents of
the region, with roles, functions, tasks, outconmes and achi evenents determn ned
by consensus.

In particular, the Amman Wor kshop concl uded that the sharing of information,

t he establishnment of confidence-buil ding neasures and the devel opment and
strengt heni ng of national capacities for the pronotion and protection of human
rights are crucial in the step-by-step process towards establishing regiona
human rights arrangenents. The workshop al so strongly recomrended that a

regi onal technical cooperation programme be designed and inplemented as a
matter of urgent priority.

This docunent is intended to provide a framework for this regional technica
cooperation programre, as discussed at the sixth Asia-Pacific Wrkshop in
Tehran. The areas of cooperation proposed in this document draw on the
Ammran Wor kshop concl usi ons as well as on Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts

resol ution 1997/ 45
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The annual intergovernnental workshop on regional arrangenments for the
pronmoti on and protection of human rights in the Asia-Pacific region is the key
forum for discussion of initiatives for regional cooperation, including

t hrough the technical cooperation programe outlined below. A progress report
on techni cal cooperation activities should be nade avail able by the
Secretariat to future workshops so that Menmber States can assess the progress
made in inplenenting the progranme and provide further direction

[11. LONG TERM OBJECTI VE

The programre will contribute to the devel opnment and strengtheni ng of nationa
capacities for the pronotion and protection of human rights in the

Asi a-Pacific region and be a neans of facilitating further consideration of
regi onal cooperation on human rights, including possible regiona
arrangenents.

V. AREAS OF TECHNI CAL COOPERATI ON AND SPECI FI C OBJECTI VES

1. Nati onal Plans of Action for the Pronotion and Protection of
Human Ri ghts and the Strengthening of National Capacities
(%163, 800)

bj ect i ve:

Nati onal capacities will be strengthened in order to devel op, inplenment and
eval uate national plans of action for the pronotion and protection of human
rights.

Activity (a): Preparation of a Conpendi um of existing practices and
practical experiences in connection with national plans of
action for human rights;

Activity (b): Provi si on by OHCHR of technical cooperation and

* assi stance at the request of Menber States for the
devel opnent of any such national action plans, including the
hol di ng, as appropriate, of national workshops to prepare
review finalize/launch such national action plans and
rel ated activities ained at strengthening nationa
capacities;

Activity (c): Hol di ng of a regional intergovernnmental workshop** with the
participation of representatives of national institutions
and NGOs active in this area, to share best practices
concerning national action plans.

2. Hunman Ri ghts Education ($157, 000)

bj ective:

Nati onal capacities will be strengthened to devel op, inplenent and eval uate
nati onal plans of action and other activities for human rights education
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Activity (a): Preparati on of a Conpendi um of existing national plans of
action and specific progranmes or activities for hunman
ri ghts educati on;

Activity (b): Provi si on by OHCHR of technical cooperation and

* assi stance at the request of Menber States for the
devel opnent of national capacities for human rights
education, including the holding, as appropriate, of
wor kshops to consider such activities;

Activity (c): Hol di ng a regional intergovernnmental workshop** with the
participation of representatives of national institutions
and NGOs active in this area, to share best practices
concerning such national action plans and rel ated
activities;

3. National Institutions for the Pronotion and Protection of Human
Ri ghts ($212, 200)

bj ective:

Capacities of national human rights institutions (or potential capacities
of those in the process of being established) will be strengthened -
i ncluding their capacity to pronpote econom c, social and cultural rights.

Activity (a): Preparation of a Conpendi um of existing practices and
practical experiences in connection with national human
rights institutions;

Activity (b): Provi si on by OHCHR of technical cooperation and
* assi stance requested by Menber States for the
devel opnent/ strengt heni ng of any such institution

Activity (c): Hol ding in cooperation with national institutions, the
Asi a-Pacific Forum of National Institutions and Menber
St ates regi onal and subregi onal workshops on the role and
functions of national institutions in the pronotion and
protection of all human rights including, in particular
economi c, social and cultural rights.

4. Strategies for the Realization of the Right to Devel opnment and
Economi ¢, Social and Cultural Rights ($195, 500)

bj ective:

bstacles to the realization of the right to devel opment and econom c
social and cultural rights will be identified in the regional context and
nati onal and regional capacities for the pronotion and realization of those
rights will be strengthened.
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Hol di ng of a regional workshop** wi th governnments, and/or

nati onal workshops* at the request of Menber States, with

nati onal econom ¢ planning authorities and with the
participation of international devel opnent and fi nanci al
institutions as well as devel opnent cooperation experts. This
(these) workshop(s) will identify obstacles to the realization
of those rights in the Asia-Pacific region and propose rel evant
action to strengthen national capacities for the pronmption and
realization of those rights.

* Activities at the national |evel are not costed.

*x Venues of regional workshops will be determined in consultation

wi th Menber

St at es.



