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LETTER DATED 17 MARCH 1998 FROM THE PERVANENT REPRESENTATI VE OF
THE DEMOCRATI C PECPLE' S REPUBLI C OF KOREA TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS
ADDRESSED TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

| have the honour to transmit herewith the text of a statenent of the
Spokesnman for the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs of the Denocratic People's
Republic of Korea, dated 12 March, Juche 87 (1998).

| should be grateful if you would have the text of the present letter and
its annex circulated as a docunent of the Security Council.

(Signed) LI Hyong Chol
Anbassador
Per manent Representative
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Annex

Statenent of the Spokesman for the Mnistry of Foreign
Affairs of the Denocratic People's Republic of Korea,
i ssued on 12 March, Juche 87 (1998)

O late, the situation on the Korean peninsul a has becone further strained
owi ng to the reckl ess manoeuvres of the United States of America in pursuance of
its arns build-up in south Korea.

Wiile it speaks of a fictitious "surprise attack” fromone quarter and of a
security "vacuunl, with the inpetus of the recent Iraqi crisis, the United
States is introducing en masse the latest nmilitary equipnent into south Korea
and raising a ruckus of war preparations agai nst us.

As has already been reported, M. Tilelli, Commander of the United States
forces in south Korea, told the National Security Commttee of the United States
House of Representatives on 4 March that the latest-type conmanding aircraft,

J. Stars, had been "confirmed, as a result of its first useinmlitary
exercises, to be useful in an energency on the Korean peninsula" and that it
woul d be deployed in the United States-south Korean conbi ned forces soon

In anticipation of a "case enmergency", the United States intends to depl oy
for action in south Korea this commandi ng aircraft known as the "flying
operation comand post" for managenent functions in the conbi ned operation of
the overall forces along with the control functions of an air warning plane.
This itself constitutes a very dangerous intention

Earlier, the Commander of the United States Pacific Forces, Joseph Prueher
in a press interview on 20 February, adnmitted that the United States had brought
in 25 F-15-E jet fighters and 2 AC- 130 helicopter gunships to south Korea from
the United States mainland. He alleged that the aircraft deployment in south
Korea was necessary to "maintain an effective deterrent”.

According to him the United States has conpleted its |ong-distance attack
training to strike us with B-52 strategic bonbers taking off fromits mainland,
put one aircraft carrier on standby on a permanent basis to nmove immediately to
the coast of the Korean peninsula and placed the United States forces of three
services under war preparedness so that they can be reinforced and introduced
into south Korea within 18 hours.

It is no longer a secret that the United States, in February al one, sent
rei nforcenents of several fighter-bonbers and two gunships to south Korea and
has an of fensive nucl ear subrmarine under the United States Seventh Fleet in port
at Ji nhae.

The nmassive reinforcenent of the latest type of military hardware in south
Korea has been tined to coincide with the Irag crisis. This cannot be construed
ot herwi se than an extrenely dangerous schene to test their new "win-win
strategy" for the first time on the Korean peninsul a.
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Even the high-ranking officials of the United States nmlitary are openly
tal king about this.

The United States has up to now continually repeated its catchphrase that
it has an interest in the peace and stability of the Korean peninsula at the
various rounds of negotiations with us.

However, all the facts show that the United States continues to conduct in
full battle gear its war preparations against its adversary behind the scenes of
t he di al ogue.

Such being the situation, this only |eads us to reconsider the prospects of
the upcom ng "four-way tal ks" and other negotiations with the United States.

The reckl ess arnms build-up of the United States is gravely placing us on a
high state of alert. It is an outrageous violation of the DPRK-United States
Agreed Franework on putting an end to the |ong-standing hostile relations
between the two countries and inproving the rel ations between them

It is axiomatic that we cannot expect to carry on a genuine dial ogue with
an adversary that can only find opportunities to do harmto its counterpart,
with a dagger hidden in its breast pocket.

The hostile acts committed by the United States against the DPRK require us
to maintain a high degree of vigilance and keep at full preparedness to cope
with both dial ogue and war.

Since the United States continues to concentrate on its reckless attenpt to
beef up its arned forces with war preparations agai nst the DPRK, we cannot but
take counterneasures. And if the eneny dares to provoke us, our people and the
revolutionary arned forces will deal a nerciless death blow to the provokers and
decisively foil their attenpts to carry out their "win-win strategy".



