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Protection of Children

1. On this 50th Anniversary of the Declaration of Human Ri ghts, everyone
nmust renmenber his duty to protect whonever is weaker, and not to oppress what
is fragile.

2. By his very definition, a child is a weak being deprived of any defence,
gifted with a delicate sensitivity and shaping his mnd after the i mages and
shapes of his environnent. |If he receives joy and |love, he will bear within

hi nsel f the seeds of peace and harnony which will give him when an adult, his
bal ance in life and in his thoughts and which will contribute to establish an
equi tabl e and stable society.

3. A childis a mrror to our societies. Qur anbitions, our avowed or
conceal ed desires, our never-quenched pursuit of progress are reflected in his
i nnocent eyes and nake them bright or dull, in an indelible fashion. Cur

societies bring himlife or death, hope or distress. Qur world of adults is
responsi ble for his future, which will be after the inmge that we have given
him either his being will open up or be debased.

4, A child has a right of his own, which is the one to grow and develop in
a safe and sound environnent, bringing hima mnimumto |live on and a noral
education sufficient to nmake of hima full-sized being.

5. Now, how can we hear without great fear such words as “sal es of
children”, or “prostitution and pornography involving children” ... (dious
wor ds whi ch should never be uttered or even imagined in a human mnd

At the end of this mllennium the suffering of these ill-treated
children raises up fromeverywhere and is a shanme for humanity. It sheds
light on the terrible debasement of which certain individuals are capable,
and underlines the silence of wtnesses, which makes the noral and physica
di sarray of these victins turn as red as bl ood, and they are forever marked
into their innernost beings.

6. Fraternité Notre Dame takes a special care of childhood, for it
considers the latter as being the harvest of tonmorrow. Fraternité

Notre Dame’s nenbers serve especially those who are nost weak, abandoned
newbor n babi es, and young orphans.

7. Unfortunately, Fraternité Notre Danme has noticed that orphans in |ess
devel oped countries, street children and wandering children are the ones who
are the first prey for these unavowabl e practices. Thus, their lot is
aggravated with an additional burden of injustice.

8. Therefore, as preventive neasures, it is essential to devel op education
centres accessible to all, houses to welcone parentless children, and
facilities that strengthen famly units, especially in devel oping countries.

Fi ghting poverty and children’s poverty is a high priority. Qur
childhood in this twentieth century is being abandoned, scoffed at and
betrayed. We think that neasures at a worldwi de |evel are required to put an
end to such practices.
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9. Fraternité Notre Dane is filled with zeal to succour first age, which is
al so the age of innocence. |If every child is being guarded by a barrier of

affection and decency, the tide of these shameful practices will slow down by
itself. A child exposed to begging in the street is a child exposed to
selling his life, wasting his health and di scarding his education, and
finally, he will tranp his honour and dignity underfoot. Restoring a meaning
to a bruised child s life is giving himback the right to speak, the right to
be listened to, the right to apprenticeship and progress, work and socia

i ntegration.

10. Fraternité Notre Dame nekes sure to offer every destitute child who is

entrusted to its care, a gain in self-confidence, an education, a bit of hope
for the future ... and a smle for tonorrow s society.



