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OF STRATEG C OBJECTI VES AND ACTION I N THE CRI Tl CAL AREAS OF CONCERN

Austria,* Bolivia, Canada,* Chile, Finland,* France, Germany,
Geece, lreland,* Israel,* Italy,* Malawi ,* Marshall |sl ands,*
Net her|l ands, * Panama, * Portugal, Rwanda, South Africa,* Spain,*
Sweden, * Turkey,* United Kingdomof Geat Britain and Northern
Ireland, and United States of Anerica: draft resolution

The Commi ssion on the Status of Wnmen recomends the follow ng resol ution
for adoption by the Econonic and Social Council:

Situation of wonen and girls in Afghanistan

The Econom ¢ and Soci al Council,

Qui ded by the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights,! the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts,? the Convention
agai nst Torture and other Cruel, I|nhuman or Degradi ng Treatnment or Puni shnent,?
the Convention on the Elimnation of All Forns of Discrimnation Agai nst Wnen, *

* In accordance with rule 69 of the rules of procedure of the functional
conmmi ssions of the Econom ¢ and Social Council.

! General Assenbly resolution 217 A (I11).
2 General Assenbly resolution 2200 A (XXI).
% General Assenbly resolution 39/46.
4 General Assenbly resolution 34/180.
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the Convention on the Rights of the Child,® the Beijing Declaration and Platform
for Action,® and other instruments of human rights and internationa
humani tari an | aw,

Deeply concerned by the continuing and substantiated reports of violations
of the human rights of wonen and girls, including all forms of discrimnation
agai nst them particularly in areas under control of the Taliban, resulting,
inter alia, in restrictions upon noverment, denial of equal access of wonen to
health care, prohibition of nost fornms of female enploynment, restrictions upon
education for women and girls, the closing of girls' schools, and severe
limtations upon the enrol ment of fenmales in institutions of higher education
and upon their access to humanitarian assistance,

Wl conmi ng the ongoing work of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of
human rights in Afghanistan, in particular his special focus on violations of
the human rights of women and girls, especially in territories under the contro
of the Taliban faction

Wl conming the Secretary Ceneral's decision to send a gender mission to
Af ghani stan, hoping that it will serve as a nobdel for future efforts to address
t he gender dinension of crisis/conflict situations, and encouraging himto
continue to send such high-1evel mssions, when appropriate,

Taki ng into account the report of the Special Adviser to the Secretary-
General on CGender |ssues and Advancenent of Wonen on her visit to Afghanistan in
Novenber 1997,

Expressi ng appreciation for the support and solidarity of the internationa
community with the wonen and girls of Afghani stan, supportive of the wonen of
Af ghani stan who protest violations of their human rights, and encouragi ng wonen
and men worl dwi de to continue efforts to draw attention to their situation and
to pronote the inmediate restoration of their ability to enjoy their human
rights,

1. Condemms the continuing violations of the human rights of wormen and
girls, including all forms of discrimnation against them in all areas of
Af ghani st an

2. Calls on all parties within Afghanistan to recogni ze, protect, pronote
and act in accordance with all human rights and fundanental freedons, regardless
of gender, ethnicity or religion, in accordance with international hunan rights
instrunents, and to respect international humanitarian |aw

3. Strongly urges all of the Afghan factions to end discrimnatory
policies and to recogni ze, protect and pronote the equal rights and dignity of

5 General Assenbly resol ution 44/25

5 Report of the Fourth Wirld Conference on Wnen, Beijing,
4-15 Septenber 1995 (United Nations publication, Sales No. 96.1V.13), chap. I,
resolution 1, annex ||
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wonen and nen, including their rights to full and equal participation in the
life of the country, freedom of novenent, access to education and health
facilities, enploynent outside the hone, personal security, and freedom from
intimdation and harassnent, with special respect to the inplications of
discrimnatory policies for the distribution of aid;

4, Appeal s to all Menber States and to the international community to
ensure that all humanitarian assistance to the people of Afghanistan integrates
gender concerns and actively attenpts to pronote the participation of both wonen
and nen and to pronote peace and human rights;

5. Encourages the continuing efforts of the United Nations, internationa
and non-governnental organi zations and donors to ensure that all United Nations-
assi sted progranmes in Afghani stan are formul ated and coordi nated in such a way
as to pronote and ensure the participation of wonen in those progranmes, and
that wonen benefit equally with men from such programmes;

6. Wl cones the establishment of the ad hoc Inter-Agency Task Force on
Gender in Afghani stan under the | eadership of the Secretary-CGeneral's Speci al
Advi ser on Gender |ssues and Advancenent of W nen, and encourages Menber States
to nmake particular efforts to pronote the human rights of wonen in Af ghanistan



