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A.  Opening and duration of the session

1. The Commi ssion on the Status of Wmen held its forty-second session at

Uni ted Nations Headquarters from2 to 13 March 1998. The Conmi ssion held
neetings (1lst to ). In accordance with Econonmic and Social Council

deci si on 1997/ 227, the Open- ended Wrking Group on the Elaboration of a Draft

Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimnation of All Forns of

Di scrimination agai nst Wnen al so net during the session.

2. In addition, the Conm ssion held neetings as a preparatory conmttee
for the General Assenbly's High-level Reviewin the Year 2000 of the

| npl ement ati on of the Nairobi Forward-1ooking Strategies for the Advancenent of
Wonen and the Beijing Platformfor Action, in accordance with General Assenbly
resol ution 52/100.

3. The session was opened by the Chairperson of the forty-first session of the
Conmi ssi on, Sharon Brennen-Hayl ock (Bahanmas), who al so nade a statenent.
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B. Attendance
4, The session was attended by representatives of States nenbers of the

Conmi ssion. Cbservers for other States Menbers of the United Nations and for
non- menber States, representatives of organi zations of the United Nations system
and observers for intergovernnental, non-governnental and other organizations
also attended. A list of participants is contained in annex to the present
report.

C. Election of officers

5. At its 1st neeting, on 2 March 1998, the Conmi ssion elected the follow ng
officers by acclamati on:

Chai rperson: Patricia Flor (Cermany)

Vi ce- Chai rpersons: Karam Fadi Habi b (Lebanon)
Marcel a Maria N codenps (Brazil)
Nonhl anhl a P. L. Tsabedze (Swazil and)
Zuzana Vranova (Sl ovaki a)

6. At its 4th neeting, on 3 March, the Conm ssion designated Zuzana Vranova
Vi ce-Chairperson with rapporteurial responsibilities.

D. Agenda and organi zation of work

7. At its 1st neeting, on 10 March, the Conmi ssion adopted its provisiona
agenda and approved its organization of work, as contained in docunent
E/CN. 6/1998/1 and Corr.1l. The agenda read as foll ows:

1. El ection of officers.

2. Adoption of the agenda and ot her organi zational matters.

3. Fol lowup to the Fourth Wirld Conference on Wnen:

(a) Review of nainstreaming in organi zations of the United Nations
syst em

(b) Energing issues, trends and new approaches to issues affecting
the situation of wonen or equality between wonen and nen;

(c) Inplementation of strategic objectives and action in the critica
areas of concern

4, Communi cati ons concerning the status of wonen.
5. Convention on the Elinmnation of All Forms of Discrimnation against

Wonen, including the elaboration of a draft optional protocol to the
Convent i on.
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6. Provi si onal agenda for the forty-third session of the Conm ssion
7. Adoption of the report of the Commission on its forty-second session

8. Also at its 1st neeting, the Conm ssion was infornmed that

Al oi sia Wergetter (Austria) would continue to serve as Chairperson of the
Open-ended Wrking Group on the Elaboration of a Draft Optional Protocol to the
Convention on the Elinmnation of All Forns of Discrimnation against Wnen,
establ i shed in accordance with Econom ¢ and Soci al Council resolution 1995/29.

E. Appointnent of the nmenbers of a working group on
communi cations on the status of wonen

9. The Commi ssion established a working group to consider, under agenda
item 4, communications concerning the status of women, pursuant to Econonic and
Soci al Council resolution 1983/27. The following five nenbers, nom nated by
their regional groups, were appointed:

Esmaei| Afshari (lslamc Republic of Iran)

Fi del Col oma (Chile)

Di énébou Kaba Canmara (Cbte d'lvoire)

Si ssel Sal omon (Norway)

Krystyna Zurek (Pol and)

F. Consultations with non-governnental organizations

10. Witten statenents, subnitted by non-governmental organizations in
accordance with rule 76 of the rules of procedure of the functional conm ssions
of the Econom c and Social Council, were circulated in docunents

E/ CN. 6/ 1998/ NGO 1- 11.



