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The situation in East Tinor

1. The case of East Tinor is well known by the international community and
it is an issue which continues to be brought to the attention of peoples and
Governnments who adhere to the principles contained in the Charter of the
United Nations and the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts.

2. Even today, nore than 50 years after the Bandung Conference and

al nost 40 years after the adoption of Ceneral Assenmbly resolutions 1514 (XV)
on the declaration on the granting of independence to colonial countries and
peopl es and 1541 (XV) dealing with information concerning “territories whose
peopl es have not yet attained a full measure of self-governnent”, East Tinor
continues to be regarded as a non-self-governing territory. After being

col oni zed by a European country for alnost four centuries, East Tinor
continues to be subjugated by foreign dom nati on agai nst the w shes of the
East Ti norese people. Mre than 22 years ago Portugal initiated the process
of decol onization of East Tinor, which was brutally interrupted by the

i nvasi on and consequent annexation by | ndonesi a.

3. I ndonesi a's occupation of East Tinor contravenes the right to

sel f-determ nati on of the East Tinobrese people as it is recognized by the
United Nations and is legally beyond question. The General Assenmbly and the
Security Council have adopted a total of 10 resolutions on the question of
East Tinor, all reaffirmng the right to self-determnation. Inits ruling of
30 June 1995 on the Case Concerning East Tinmor, Portugal v. Australia, the
International Court of Justice stated that this right has an erga onmnes
character and that the people of East Tinor are entitled to it.

4, Yet for 22 years the CGovernnent of Indonesia has persisted in violating
its international obligations. However, this does not in any way di m nish
the inalienable right of the Tinorese as a people to self-governnent.

Mor eover, the brutal treatnent of the people, which has resulted in the

death of one third of the population, strengthens not only the claimfor

sel f-government, but also the obligation of the international community,

and particularly of the United Nations, to take nmeasures to ensure its ful
and free realization.

5. In spite of the adoption by the United Nations of no |ess
than 10 General Assenbly and Security Council resolutions condemi ng
I ndonesia's invasion and illegal occupation of East Tinor, each year we

hear Indonesia's allegation, in the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts and in other
international fora, that the East Ti norese have al ready exercised their right
to self-determ nation and are now living happily with greater opportunities
and liberties with Indonesia.

6. I ndonesia clainms that the East Tinorese were already given four chances
to exercise their right to self-determnation, including:

(a) The so-called Balibo Declaration by four Tinobrese politica
parties, which was in fact forcedly signed on Bali beach, not in East Tinor;

(b) The resolution of the so-called Regional Popular Assenmbly, staged
inDili;
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(c) The petition to the Indonesian President and Parlianent;

(d) I ndonesia's so-called fact-finding mssion to East Tinor which
seal ed East Tinor as its so-called twenty-seventh province.

7. However, neither of the above-nentioned neets the requirenents of
Principle I X of the annex to General Assenbly resolution 1541 (XV) of
15 Decenber 1960 which states

“(a) The integrating territory should have attai ned an advanced
stage of self-governnent with free political institutions, so that its
peopl es woul d have the capacity to make a responsi bl e choice through
i nformed and denocratic processes

(b) The integration should be the result of the freely expressed
wi shes of the territory's peoples acting with full know edge of the
change in their status, their wi shes having been expressed through
i nformed and denocratic processes, inpartially conducted and based on
uni versal suffrage. The United Nations could, when it deenms necessary,
supervi se these processes.”

8. Both the resolution of the Popul ar Assenbly and the petition are not
acceptabl e under Principle I X. The participants of the Popul ar Assenbly were
reportedly taken fromthe streets and instructed on what to do and say. There
is no evidence that they nmade an inforned act or had a free choice.

9. In addition, the former Governor of East Tinor appointed by Indonesia,
M. Guil hernme Goncal ves, one of the signatories to the Balibo Declaration
publicly denounced this Declaration during the first All-inclusive

Intra-East Tinorese Dial ogue (Al ETD) organized by the United Nations.
Subsequently he was prevented by I ndonesia fromparticipating in the second
I ntra- East Tinorese Dial ogue.

10. The 1 ndonesi an Governnent also clains that its illegal presence in
East Tinor and its oppressive policies result in socio-econom c devel opnent
which is for the benefit of the East Tinobrese. The econom ¢ doctrine of

I ndonesia in this case is popularly characterized by the word “Penmbangunant
whi ch neans devel opnent and constitutes Indonesia's |ist of supposed

achi evenents for the East Ti norese.

11. In his Master's thesis entitled “Penbangunam or Col oni alism -
Admi ni stering Devel opnent in East Tinor” presented at Murdoch University
(Western Australia), Rui Augusto CGones, a Tinmporese and former public

servant of the Departnent of Statistics of the Provincial Governnent of Dili
(East Tinor), explains the Indonesian theory of developnent. Rui Gones has
since sought asylumin Portugal for fear of repercussions over his critique of
t he I ndonesi an Governnment's policy in East Tinor.

12. Rui Gomes' thesis clearly refutes Indonesia's wi dely used argunent

such as the allegation that they have done nuch nore for East Tinmor in

20 years of occupation than the Portuguese were able to do in four centuries.
Al t hough Gones states that there has been "inpressive achi evenents since 1975”
whi ch includes “ the construction of 2,500 kilometres of new roads, with
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sonme 700 kil onmetres already asphalt-surfaced ... 579 elenentary school s,
71 high schools, of which 24 are run by the Catholic M ssions, one new
polytechnic ...”, he also poses the inportant question of who has

really benefited fromthe devel opnent.

13. Fi gures from Bappeda dan Statistik for exanple show that East Tinor's
gross donestic product (GDP) between 1983 and 1986 was al nbst 6 per cent

per annum This represents a growh rate of about 50 per cent faster than

I ndonesia's growth rate. Further East Tinor's econony grew at 11.64 per cent
in 1990, substantially higher than Indonesia's GDP of 7.37 per cent in the
sanme period

14. Al t hough these figures are inpressive, they veil the real situation of
the majority of East Tinorese, as the Indonesian mgrants are those who have
really benefited fromthese inprovenments. For the East Tinorese, Pembangunam
and the apparent achi evenents have not brought about any structural changes
and it should be noted that agriculture continues to represent 50 per cent of
the GDP. The high cost of living also nmeans that East Tinor has the | owest
GDP per capita and the majority of East Tinorese have a | ower standard of
living because the cost of living is much higher than the wages and sal ari es.

15. M. Gomes further states that these figures indicate “... that in two
decades of M. Suharto's rule of East Tinor, his Penbangunam strategy had only
produced a richer mnority (nmostly mgrants) in a deprived colony ...”, and

concl udes that “whilst Penbangunam has occurred in the interest of mgrants,
for the East Ti norese Penbangunam has perpetuated a new form of col onialism
through the reconfiguration of the | andscape and its peopl es”

16. The policy of population transfer inside East Tinor and the

transm grati on of Indonesians from Java, Madura, Macassar and other Indonesian
islands to East Tinor also constitutes a major concern. It is estinmated today
that there are about 300, 000 I ndonesian transnmigrants in East Tinor, the

maj ority of which occupy positions in the civil service, in Dili, and the rest
are farnmers who have taken over ancestral |ands which used to belong to

East Tinorese. This figures does not include unofficial mgrants who

out nunmber official ones, nor the 20 to 30 battalions, each conprising about
700 soldiers and their relatives. The occupation by the Indonesian

transm grants of the best administrative posts in the public admnistration is
contributing to the creation of an idea that the transm grants, particularly
the Javanese, are superior to the East Tinorese.

17. It should also be noted that the high influx of transm grants which has
resulted in a high population growh rate created serious environnenta
problems. M. Gones reports that in essence the East Ti norese have been

“di splaced fromtheir honelands to unfanmiliar and fragile environnments” whil st
their traditional |ands are exploited and occupied by the Indonesian
transmigrants, elites and the nilitary. Furthernore in an attenpt to gain
better control over the Tinorese Resistance Arnmy (Falintil) “vast areas of
formerly natural rainforests have been cleared and damaged ... |eaving these
areas at risk”.
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18. As described by M. Gones, the influx of these transm grants either

t hrough the spontaneous or encouraged or Governnent-sponsored transm grations
has becone a process of colonization through | and and resource appropriation
The “transm grants” are located in fertile | ands which Tinorese have
traditionally used for growing rice or vegetables.

19. Al t hough | ndonesi a excl udes UDT and ot her East Tinorese politica
parties by essentially classifying the East Tinorese resistance as a group of
the so-called Fretilin rebels, who play on and propagate the supposedly
comuni st threat of the seventies, it needs to be stated that al nost 22 years
after the Indonesian invasion, the forced annexation of East Tinor into

I ndonesi a continues to be unacceptable to the majority of Tinobrese. And both
I ndonesia's allegation on self-determ nati on and devel opnent nenti oned

previ ously cannot veil the gross human rights violations or the killing and/or
di sappearance of at |east 200,000 East Tinorese in the |ast 22 years.

20. In this instance the disregard which Indonesia has shown for the human
rights of the Tinorese is directly linked to the denial of self-government.
This crucial right can only be realized when each and every East Tinorese can
freely express their own w shes.

21. The Transnational Radical Party therefore fully supports and joins

Bi shop Xinenes Belo's call for a United Nations supervised referendumto
decide the future status of East Tinor and will accept and honour the outcone
of the referendum if it is done freely and in accordance with internationa
nor ns.

22. The Transnational Radical Party also awaits the realization of the next
Al l -inclusive Intra-East Tinorese Dial ogue, although continuing to express

its concern at its artificial nature and in particular the gender disparity

in the nunber of participants, which nmeans that wonen are being denied the
opportunity to influence the future of their country. The Di al ogue may be a
useful way to involve the East Tinorese as the principal interested parties in
the process.

23. The award of the Nobel Peace Prize to Bishop Xi nenes Bel o and

M. Jose Ranpbs Horta has brought new hope for the people of East Tinmor. The
Transnati onal Radical Party hopes that the nonentuminitiated by the award of
the Peace Prize will contribute towards a true act of self-government for the
East Tinorese and will bring a | asting peace. However, the Transnationa

Radi cal Party continues to be extremely concerned that since the award the
human rights situation inside East Tinor has severely deteriorated and that

t he I ndonesi an Governnent has shown no inclination to find a true solution to
the problem acceptable both to the East Ti norese popul ation and to the

i nternational comunity.



