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QUESTI ON OF THE VI OLATI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS I N THE OCCUPI ED
ARAB TERRI TORI ES, | NCLUDI NG PALESTI NE

THE RI GHT OF PECPLES TO SELF- DETERM NATI ON AND | TS APPLI CATION TO
PEOPLES UNDER COLONI AL OR ALI EN DOM NATI ON CR FOREI GN OCCUPATI ON

RACI SM RACI AL DI SCRI M NATI ON, XENOPHOBI A AND RELATED | NTOLERANCE
Letter dated 6 February 1998 fromthe Pernanent Representative

of Israel to the United Nations Ofice at Geneva addressed to
the Chairman of the Conmi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts

It has regrettably cone to our attention that the Pal estinian Observer
has absolutely no intention of retracting the anti-Senmitic slur which he nmade
in the course of the fifty-third session of the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts
| ast year. Apparently, he does not even begin to conprehend the nature, |et
al one the depth, of the offence that he gave to Israel and, at the same tine,
to the Jewi sh people at |arge, when he revived the centuries' old “Bl ood
Li bel” and accused Israel and, in effect, Jews, of trying to kill non-Jew sh
children - in this case, Palestinian children - by injecting themwth the HYV
(AIDS) virus

The Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts has defined anti-semtismas a form of
racism The Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations has openly critized the
Pal esti nian Cbserver for meking the above-nentioned remark, comenting that
any speaker in United Nations debates maki ng unsubstantiated conments of such
a nature should be called to order. You, yourself, rejected the Pal estinian
bserver's false allegations in your letter of 21 March 1997.
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That forthright letter has not yet been placed square on the record of
the Comm ssion on Human Rights. | would request therefore that that letter be
circul ated, under cover of the present letter, as an official docunment under
items 4, 7 and 12 on the provisional agenda of the fifty-fourth session of the
Conmi ssi on.

(Signed) Yosef LAMDAN
Anmbassador
Per manent Representative
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Annex

LETTER DATED 21 MARCH 1997 FROM THE CHAI RMAN CF THE FI FTY- THI RD SESSI ON
OF THE COWM SSI ON ON HUMAN RI GHTS TO THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATI VE OF
| SRAEL TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS OFFI CE AT GENEVA

Thank you very much for your letter dated 17 March 1997 relating to a
statenent made at the fifty-third session of the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts.
I fully understand your concern as to the charge nmade agai nst your country by
t he Pal estinian Cbserver Anbassador Ramlawi in his statenent delivered on
11 March 1997, saying that 300 Pal estinian children have been recently
injected by Israel with the HV (AIDS) virus.

As Chairman of the current session of the Comm ssion and representative
of a country protecting and pronoting denocracy, human rights and a fair
political dialogue, | share your feeling about such a serious allegation nade
wi t hout evidence, on the basis of a newsaper article. Fromthe context of the
situation and information generally available | assunme that the speaker should
be aware of the fact that these allegations have been proved conpletely false.

This unfortunate case renminds me of a very sinilar allegation nmade
towards your country in 1991 in the Conm ssion on Human Rights. Already at
that time ny predecessor, the Chairman of the forty-seventh session of the
Conmi ssi on, expressed the conviction that declarations provoking racist or
di scrimnatory sentinents nust not be tolerated in the Conm ssion

I fully share this opinion and personally strongly reject such a way of
argunmentation in the discussions of the Commssion. It is ny viewthat a
statenment of that kind cannot remain without an appropriate reaction

As requested, your letter has been circulated as an official docunment of
t he Conmi ssion (E/CN. 4/1997/122). | have arranged with the secretariat that
my reply to your letter will also be circulated as an official docunent of the
Conmi ssi on.

(Signed) Mroslav SOMOL

Chairman of the fifty-third session
of the Commi ssion on Human Rights



