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Letter dated 12 February 1998 from the Permanent
Representative of El Salvador to the United
Nations addressed to the Secretary-Cenera

As Chairman of the group of Central American countries, including the
Dom ni can Republic, | have the honour to transmt to you a copy of the joint
communi qué issued by the Mnisters for Foreign Affairs of Costa Rica
El Sal vador, Quatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua and the Dom nican Republic, in
San José on 10 February 1998 relating to the threats to international peace and
security arising out of the position of the Governnent of Iraq of not permtting
the team of inspectors fromthe United Nations Special Conm ssion to inspect all
the sites and areas required for the exercise of its nandate.

| should be grateful if you would have the present letter and its annex
circulated as a docunent of the General Assenbly, under the itens entitled
"Consequences of the Iraqgi occupation of and aggressi on agai nst Kuwait" and
"“Mai nt enance of international security - prevention of the violent
di sintegration of States", and of the Security Council

(Signed) Ricardo G CASTANEDA
Anbassador
Per manent Representative
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Annex

Joi nt communi qué

The Mnisters for Foreign Affairs of Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatenala,
Honduras, Nicaragua and the Dom ni can Republic, neeting on the occasion of the
Fourteenth Mnisterial Conference on Political Dialogue and Econoni c Cooperation
bet ween t he European Union and the Menber States of the Central Anerican
Integration System held in San José on 10 February 1998, have decided to issue
the follow ng joint conmuni qué:

1. The Central Anerican countries and the Dom ni can Republic share the concern
of the international comunity at the deterioration of the situation in Iraq,
whi ch poses a serious threat to international peace and security.

2. The Mnisters for Foreign Affairs of Central America and the Dom ni can
Republic, in noting this problem urge the Governnent of Iraq to conply with al
the resolutions of the United Nations Security Council and, in particular, to
authorize the resunption of inspections by the United Nations Special Conmi ssion
(UNSCOM) of all the sites and locations required by its nandate.

3. The Mnisters reiterate their belief that all diplomatic efforts nmust be
made and all possi bl e channel s exhausted in order to resolve this issue
peaceful ly. Such efforts must include the good offices of the Secretary-Genera
of the United Nations, in exercise of the powers conferred on himby the Charter
of the Organization.



