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Note by the Secretariat

1. In its resolution 1996/7, the Economic and Social Council approved the substantive
items of the agenda of the Commission for Social Development for its future sessions. The
following draft provisional agenda is submitted to the Commission for review and adoption
at its present session, taking into account resolutions and decisions adopted by the General
Assembly, the Economic and Social Council and the Commission itself, and will be submitted
to the Council for approval.

2. The attention of the Commission is drawn to General Assembly resolution 52/25, by
which the Assembly decided to establish a Preparatory Committee for the special session of
the General Assembly on an overall review and appraisal of the implementation of the outcome
of the World Summit for Social Development. The Commission will be informed of the
decisions taken by the Preparatory Committee at its organizational session (19-22 May 1998).

3. The attention of the Commission is also drawn to Economic and Social Council agreed
conclusions 1997/2 on mainstreaming a gender perspective into all policies and programmes
in the United Nations system. The Commission will continue its practice of considering the
substantive topics on its agenda from a gender perspective.

4. In accordance with General Assembly resolution 52/81 and Economic and Social
Council resolution 1997/19, consideration of matters relating to the family and to persons
with disabilities will be an integral part of the Commission’s multi-year programme of work
on the follow-up to the World Summit for Social Development. The Commission will also
have before it the report of the Secretary-General on the desirability and feasibility of
elaborating United Nations guidelines aimed at creating a supportive environment for the
development of cooperatives, which is to be submitted to the General Assembly at its fifty-
fourth session through the Commission.

5. In accordance with earlier decisions of the Assembly, the Economic and Social Council
and the Commission, the Commission will consider, under item 3 (b) of the agenda of its
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thirty-seventh session, issues pertaining to ageing, in particular the International Year of Older
Persons (1999).

6. The Commission will also have before it the outcome of the Conference of Ministers
Responsible for Youth (Lisbon, 8-12 August 1998).

Provisional agenda and documentation for the thirty-seventh session of
the Commission for Social Development

1. Election of officers.

2. Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters.

3. Follow-up to the World Summit for Social Development:

The Commission will review progress made in the implementation of and follow-up
to the Copenhagen Declaration on Social Development and the Programme of Action of the
World Summit for Social Development and consider at each of its sessions issues relating
to the enabling environment for social development, the special situation of Africa and the
least developed countries, enhancement of social development goals in structural adjustment
programmes, the mobilization of domestic and international resources for social development,
and the framework for international, regional and subregional cooperation for social
development.

(a) Priority themes:

(i) Social services for all;

(ii) Initiation of the overall review of the implementation of the outcome of the Summit;

(b) Review of relevant United Nations plans and programmes of action pertaining to the
situation of social groups.

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General on social services for all

Report of the Secretary-General on the initiation of the overall review of the implementation
of the outcome of the World Summit for Social Development

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the results of expert workshop(s)

Note by the Secretary-General regarding the International Year of Older Persons and follow-
up arrangements

4. Programme questions and other matters:

(a) Programme performance and implementation;

(b) Proposed programme of work of the Secretariat for the biennium 2000-2001;

(c) United Nations Research Institute for Social Development.

Documentation

Note by the Secretary-General on the draft proposed programme budget for the biennium
2000-2001

Note by the Secretary-General on the nomination of members of the Board of the United
Nations Research Institute for Social Development

Report of the Board of the United Nations Research Institute for Social Development

5. Provisional agenda for the thirty-eighth session of the Commission.
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6. Adoption of the report of the Commission on its thirty-seventh session.


