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| nt r oducti on

1. In its resolution 1997/74 of 18 April 1997, entitled “Racism racial

di scrim nation, xenophobia and related intol erance”, the Conm ssion on Human
Ri ghts, deeply concerned that, despite continuing efforts, contemporary forns
of racism racial discrimnation and discrimnation, inter alia against

Bl acks, Arabs and Muslins, anti-Semtismand related intol erance persisted and
were even growi ng, and observing that the manifestations of contenporary forns
of racism racial discrimnation, xenophobia and related intol erance boded il
for the international community and that raci st propaganda and incitenment to
raci al hatred were spreading and taking increasingly violent forms, requested
the Secretary-General to submt a report on the inplementation of the
resolution at its fifty-fourth session

2. I n paragraph 14 of the resolution, the Conmm ssion requested the
Secretary-Ceneral to submt to the CGeneral Assenbly at its fifty-second
session a detailed report on the financial and personnel resources required
for the inplenentation of the Programme of Action for the Third Decade to
Conbat Raci sm and Racial Discrimnation and invited the General Assenbly to
consider the possibility of providing the resources required for the

i npl enmentation of the Programe of Action for the third Decade. In

par agraph 16, the Commi ssion requested the United Nations H gh Comr ssi oner
for Human Rights to take duly into account, within the framework of the
restructuring of the Centre for Human Ri ghts, the repeated appeals of the
General Assenbly and the Economi ¢ and Social Council for the establishnment of
a mechanismw thin the Centre as a focal point for coordinating all the
activities of the Third Decade before they are carried out by the

United Nations.

3. Wth regard to the foregoing, the attention of the Comm ssion is drawn
to the following activities, planned for 1998:

(a) Seminar on the enactnment of national |egislation to conbat racism
and racial discrimnation affecting ethnic groups, mgrant workers and
refugees in all parts of the world;

(b) Seminar on the eradication of incitenment to racial hatred and
di scrim nation;

(c) Study on economic factors contributing to the perpetuation of
raci smand racial discrimnation

(d) Study on the effects of racial discrimnation on the children of
mnorities and those of nmigrant workers in the field of education, training
and enpl oynent.

4. The focal point for coordinating all the activities of the Third

Decade to Conbat Raci sm and Racial Discrimnation, as requested, and

backst opping of related activities at the Ofice of the United Nations High
Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts would require additional resources which are not
at present avail able.
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5. At its fifty-second session, the General Assenbly adopted

resolution 52/111, in which it once again declared that all forns of racism
and racial discrimnation, whether in their institutionalized formor
resulting fromofficial doctrines of racial superiority or exclusivity, such
as ethnic cleansing, are anong the nost serious violations of human rights in
the contemporary world and nust be conbated by all avail able nmeans. The
Assenbly therefore decided to convene a world conference on racismand racia
di scrim nation, xenophobia and related intolerance not |ater than the

year 2001. The main objectives of such a conference are specifically defined
in that resolution.

6. The Assenbly al so decided that the Conmi ssion on Human Rights will act
as the Preparatory Commttee for the Wirld Conference on Raci sm and Raci a

Di scrim nation, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance and that its deliberation
shoul d be open-ended, allowing for the full participation of all States
Menmbers of the United Nations, specialized agencies and observers, in
accordance with established practices. The Assenbly requested Governnents,
the specialized agencies, other international organizations, concerned
United Nations bodies, regional organizations, non-governnental organizations,
the Conmittee on the Elimnation of Racial Discrimnnation, the Specia
Rapporteur of the Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts on contenporary forms of racism
raci al discrimnation, xenophobia and rel ated intol erance, and other hunman
rights nmechanisns to assist the preparatory conmittee, to undertake reviews
and submit reconmendations concerning the conference and the preparations
therefor to the preparatory commttee through the Secretary-General, and to
participate actively in the conference.

7. By notes verbales and letters, the Secretary-General solicited
i nformati on from Governnents, United Nations organs and bodi es, specialized
agenci es, and intergovernnental and non-governnental organizations.

8. As of 7 January 1998, replies had been received fromthe Governments of
Ni ger, Switzerland and Turkey.

9. Substantive replies were received fromthe follow ng intergovernnenta
organi zation: Council of Europe.

10. Replies were received fromthe followi ng United Nations bodi es and
speci ali zed agencies: United Nations Children’s Fund, O fice of the
United Nations Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Refugees, United Nations Internationa
Research and Training Institute for the Advancenment of Wnen, Internationa
Labour Organi zation

11. Replies were received fromthe follow ng non-governmental organizations:
Afro-Asian People's Solidarity Organization, Intercenter - Centre

médi terranéen des droits |’ honme, International Association of Educators for
Wor |l d Peace, International Association for Religious Freedom Internationa
League for Human Rights, International Miltiracial Shared Cul tural

Or gani zati on.

12. Any additional replies received after 5 January 1998 will be reproduced
in an addendumto the present docunent.
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I . | NFORVATI ON RECEI VED FROM GOVERNMENTS
Ni_ger

[Original: French]
[11 December 1997]

The Republic of the Niger stated that the conpetent Niger authorities
wi shed to encourage the Commission in its initiative for the convening of a
wor | d conference agai nst racismand racial discrimnation, xenophobia and
related intolerance and that they would like to play an active part in the
preparations for the conference.

Por t ugal
[Original: French]
[7 January 1997]
1. Portugal is able at the present stage to give an account, if only a

summary one, of the way in which it is giving effect to the principles behind
the Third Decade to Conbat Raci sm and Racial Discrimnation through its
| egi sl ati on and poli cies.

2. Article 13 of the Constitution establishes the principle of equality
under which all citizens have the sane social dignity and are equal before the
aw. No one shall be privileged, or shall be favoured with, injured by or
deprived of any right, or exenpted fromany duty because of his ancestry, sex,
race, |anguage, territory of origin, religion, political or ideologica

convi ctions, education, econom c situation or social condition

3. Aliens and statel ess persons staying or residing in Portugal enjoy the
sanme rights and are subject to the sane duties as Portuguese citizens.
Political rights in general, the performance of public duties that are not
predom nantly technical, and rights and duties restricted to Portuguese
citizens are excepted fromthis principle of equality. The |aw does, however,
allow nationals of certain countries to vote and to be elected in municipa
el ections (with regard to eligibility to vote and be el ected, Act 50/96 of

4 September amended article 2, paragraph 2 (a), of Decree Law 702-B/ 76 of

29 Decenber - the electoral law for local conmunities - providing for the
publication of a list by the Government before each election for nunicipa
bodi es; declaration 2-A/ 97 stated that Portuguese and nationals of the

Eur opean Uni on, Brazil and Cape Verde, Argentina, |srael, Norway, Peru and
Uruguay could vote and that nationals of Portugal, the European Union, Brazi
and Cape Verde, Peru and Uruguay could be el ected) and provides for the
possibility of granting certain rights of a political nature to citizens of
countries whose official |anguage is Portuguese under an agreement between
Portugal and those countries.

4. In Portugal's donestic |aw various neasures have been put into effect
with a view to conmbating possible violations of the principle of
non-di scrimnation. Mention nmay be made of the establishment of the Ofice of
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the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Immgration and Ethnic Mnorities, the Tinor
Comunity reception Commr ssion and the Comm ssion for the Extraordi nary
Regul ari zation of Aliens.

5. Decr ee- Law 296- A/ 95 of 17 Novenber, concerning the organic |aw of the
thirteenth constitutional Government, provided for the establishnment of the
O fice of Hi gh Conmm ssioner for Inmgration and Ethnic Mnorities and pl aced
it under the authority of the Chairman of the Council of M nisters.

6. The establishment of the Ofice of H gh Comm ssioner was pronpted by the
new chal | enges facing Portugal as a country of inmgration which had
traditionally been a country of emi gration. This has made it necessary to

i ntroduce measures for integrating imrigrants' famlies into Portuguese
society. The ultinate aimof the policy is to avoid xenophobia, intolerance
and discrimnation with regard to aliens living in Portugal

7. In performng his duties, the Hi gh Conm ssioner has four main tasks:

1. To encourage consultation and di al ogue with bodi es representing
immgrants or ethnic mnorities in Portugal and study of the question of
the integration of inmgrants and ethnic nminorities, in collaboration
with the social partners, social solidarity institutions and other
public or private bodies involved in the field;

2. To help inprove living conditions for inmmgrants in Portugal so as
to facilitate their integration into society, with respect for their
identity and culture of origin. He also has to help ensure that al
citizens residing legally in Portugal enjoy identical dignity and
opportunities, so as to elimnate discrimnation and conbat raci sm and
xenophobi a;

3. To monitor the work of the different public services concerned
with the entry, stay and departure of foreign citizens visiting
Portugal, with respect for their responsibilities and those of the
conpetent nmenbers of the Governnment. He is to help fornulate and
nmonitor policies for actively conbating exclusion, encouraging

hori zontal interdepartnental action by the public services and
government departments involved in the sector

4, To propose neasures, in particular of a normative nature, for
gi ving support to inm grants and ethnic mnorities.

8. The Working Group for the Equality and Integration of Gypsies was set up
by Council of Mnisters resolution 157/96 of 19 Oct ober and has two basic
objectives: firstly, to nmake a detailed analysis of the difficulties in the
way of gypsies' integration into Portuguese society and, secondly, to prepare
proposal s on ways of elimnating such situations of social exclusion

9. In January 1997, the Working G oup (under the chairmanship of the

Hi gh Commi ssioner for Inmigration and Ethnic Mnorities) submtted a report on
its work, the main feature of which was a recognition of Portuguese society's
tendency towards exclusion and indifference with regard to gypsies. The gypsy
comunity in Portugal encounters problens of social, economc, cultural and
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even political exclusion. Lack of socio-professional skills, |low|evels of
literacy and | ack of success at school contribute to the situation of poverty
and deprivation from which gypsies suffer

10. O her factors, such as social discrimnation and indifference (or even,
in certain cases, intolerance), reinforce the stigmatization of this group
This social situation is aggravated by other phenonmena such as the high | eve
of drug trafficking and consunption, poor housing conditions, and the |ack of
means of subsistence, prospects of integration and social mobility,
particularly for the youngest nenbers of the group

11. A study in the Lisbon region counted 6,000 gypsies living in the

area. The popul ation was a very young one (44 per cent under the age

of 14), 57 per cent living in rundown districts, 69 per cent nmaking their
living as street pedlars, and 20 per cent with no occupations. As far as
gypsy children are concerned, only 62 per cent are enrolled in school, and of
those half have a very irregular attendance record, creating great problemnms
for their education. About 50 per cent of children between the ages of 10
and 14 do not go to school

12. The Working Group's study al so describes various kinds of action being
taken to ensure equality for gypsies and integrate them anong which the
foll owi ng may be nenti oned:

(a) The National Anti-Poverty Programme: various projects under this
programme cover the gypsy popul ation

(b) The experinental projects for a guaranteed mininumincone: many
gypsi es are candidates for the guaranteed m ni mumincome or are already
receiving it, in projects under way in seven different parts of the country;

(c) As regards housing, reference may be nade to a series of
| egi sl ati ve measures creating conditions for a nore effective response to
gypsy citizens' housing needs. It is thus possible to plan housing with a
different layout, reflecting the future occupants' culture. A case in point
is Decree-Law 73/96 which allows greater flexibility in the standard types of
accommodat i on when control | ed-cost housing is being built;

(d) As regards the promption of enploynent, nmention nay be made of the
cooperation agreenment between the Enploynent and Vocational Training Institute
and the Santa Casa da Mserico6rdia in Lisbon, under the title “Soci oeconom c
i ntegration of young gypsies”. This project will cover 200 persons over a
period of 2 years, enabling participants to acquire know edge in the areas of
vocational training, social adaptation and education

(e) In the field of education, various neasures have been undertaken
i ncluding the preparation of a teacher's guide (which goes through the whole
school curriculumfromthe standpoint of gypsy culture and makes suggestions
for activities with children fromother cultures), the translation of a nunber
of works on schooling for gypsy children and on tol erance and human rights,
and projects for intercultural education
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13. In connection with the application and observance of the principle of
non-di scrimnation, the inter-mnisterial Tinmr Conmunity Reception

Conmi ssion was set up by resolution 53/95 (Official Gazette, seconds

series, 7 Decenber 1995). The conmission's mandate is to coordi nate and
assess proposals for the devel opnent of integrated policies for receiving and
integrating the Tinor community in Portugal

14. Act 17/96 of 24 May provided for a process for extraordi nary
regul ari zation of the status of clandestine inmgrants. This process is
coordi nated by a National Conmi ssion for Extraordinary Regul arization, which
considers applications for regularization

15. Such regul ari zati on was necessary in order to enable the foreigners in
guestion to enjoy their social, economc and cultural rights fully,
particularly as regards work, social security benefits and access to housing,
since rehousi ng progranmes catered solely for persons whose status was

regul ar. The extraordinary regul arization process took place between 11 June
and 11 Decenber 1996; 35,082 aliens nmade applications, including 9,255 from
Angol a, 6,782 from Cape Verde, 5,308 from Gui nea Bi ssau, 2,330 from Brazil
1,549 from Sao Tone and Principe and 416 from Mozanbi que; 25,730 out of the
total nunber of aliens were from Portuguese-speaking countries. 3,965 were
not accepted and 3,772 of themare now in the process of appealing against the
decision not to admt them

16. The National Conmmi ssion for Extraordi nary Regul arization has already
gi ven a favourabl e deci sion on 111,856 applications.

17. In conclusion, it may be said that these exanples show that Portugal is
one of the countries that are actively conbating raci smand intolerance,
trying to ensure equality for and to integrate all groups of the popul ation
whi ch nmight be affected by phenonena of racismand intolerance. These are
exanpl es of good practice which could, along the |ines of what has been done
by the European Commi ssion agai nst Raci sm and Intol erance (ECRI), under the
Counci| of Europe, serve as a nodel and a source of inspiration for nationa
measures to apply the principles of the Third Decade agai nst Raci sm and Raci a
Di scrimnation. This would be a first step in the preparations for the world
conference nentioned in the resol ution

Switzerl and

[Original: French]
[17 December 1997]

1. The Governnent transnmitted a report on the activities of the Federa
Conmi ssi on Agai nst Raci snt whi ch describes the political situation in
Switzerland during 1997, a situation domi nated by the debate on the role
pl ayed by Switzerland during the Second World War, and in particular the

* The Federal Conm ssion Against Racismis a national institution on
whi ch both the Governnent and civil society are represented and which
specializes in dealing with questions relating to discrimnation



E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 78
page 9

guestion of unclaimed accounts. The revival of anti-Semtic talk in this
connection | ed the Federal Commi ssion Against Racismto intervene and to draw
up this report, the first of its kind.

2. The Federal Conm ssion Agai nst Racism also | aunched a first public

rel ati ons campaign to nobilize public opinion against raci sm and
anti-Semitism The political debate reveal ed the inportance of the facts of
racismin all its forns. The report deals anpbng other things with the | ega
aspects, in particular the work of the federal courts and their decisions in
the area of anti-Semtism denial of the holocaust, anti-Senmitic talk and
contenpt for the dignity of foreigners.

3. The Federal Conmi ssion proposes to publish later on a report on
anti-Semitismin Switzerland and the information canpai gns conducted in the
worl ds of work, journalismand public relations. The report also describes
the pilot study on possible discrimnation in the area of the lawrelating to
aliens (famly reunification). Action planned for 1998 incl udes:
continuation of the canpaign for journalists, “Les belles apparences”, and
publication of a panphlet on | anguage and racismfor journalists' use,
continuation of the canpaign for young workers, presentation of the pil ot
study on discrimnation in the lawrelating to aliens and a contribution to
t he devel opment of an appropriate instrument at the national |evel for

per manent monitoring of racism xenophobia and anti-Sem tism

Turkey
[Oiginal: English]
[ 18 December 1997]
1. The Governnent of Turkey reported that devel oping effective neasures at

the international |evel to conbat contenporary fornms of racism racia

di scrim nation, xenophobia and related intolerance is and should be one of the
fundanmental topics which the Commi ssion on Human Rights has to tackle so as to
ensure universal protection and pronotion of human rights.

2. Turkey’s devotion to the cause of gathering unani nous and conprehensive
i nternational reactions to the resurgence of racismin its nost subtle and
cruel forns continues unabated. The interest of Turkey in this cause stemns
fromthe fact that millions of Turkish citizens |iving abroad as foreign

residents are the vul nerable group facing racismand discrimnation daily. 1In
a way, their material and nental agonies are a striking exanple before the
Commi ssion on Human Rights, recalling the urgency to react. It was against

thi s background that Turkey co-sponsored Conm ssion resolution 1995/11 as wel
as resolution 1997/ 74.

3. The Third Decade to Conbat Raci sm and Racial Discrimnation was |aunched
in 1993, since the principal objectives of the previous two Decades had not
been achi eved. Turkey observes with dismay and concern that the Progranme of
Action for the Third Decade has so far not been fully inplenented, for the
sanme reason that dooned the two previous Decades to failure, i.e. the |ack of
adequate resources. This unfortunate fact nmust be a serious concern for every
State Menmber of the United Nations, United Nations bodies, the specialized
agenci es, other intergovernnmental organizations and NGOs. Since human rights
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are universal and indivisible, the international comunity as a whol e shoul d
pay the same attention to racism which is anpbng the nost serious violations
of human rights in the contenporary world, as to other forms of human rights
violations. In fact, the inplenentation of the Programme of Action is a
shared responsibility of the international comunity at |arge.

4, The Turki sh Governnent estimates that if the Third Decade also fails
to attain its objectives, it would be a significant setback for the
United Nations in the inportant field of human rights.

5. Turkey is prepared to support every required action in order to give a
new i npetus to the Third Decade. It is essential that a focal point be
established within the Ofice of the United Nations Hi gh Conm ssioner for
Human Ri ghts, which will be responsible for review ng information concerning
activities carried out within the framework of the Third Decade and maki ng
speci fic recommendati ons on such activities. On the other hand, cognizant of
the fact that an increase in the voluntary contributions to the Trust Fund for
the Programme for the Third Decade is indispensable for the due inplenmentation
of the Programre, Turkey plans to contribute to this Fund in 1998.

6. Turkey al so supports the holding of a world conference on racism racia
di scrimnation, xenophobia and related intol erance as a nmeans of giving
further inpetus to the Third Decade. The Covernnent is of the opinion that
such a conference will be instrumental not only for nuch-needed

awar eness-rai sing, but also to review the progress nade in the fight against
raci sm assess the effectiveness of the methods and nechani sns used so far
and, if need be, devel op new standards.

7. The Governnent equally supports the decision that the Comr ssion on
Human Ri ghts woul d act as the Preparatory Conmittee for the world conference.
In view of this mandate, the Conmi ssion nmust enbark at its fifty-fourth
session on a preparatory process along the lines of a plan of action to be
devi sed by the Commi ssion itself. |In sketching out this plan of action, the
Commi ssi on should take into account the views of all concerned actors and
mechanisns in the field, particularly those of the Special Rapporteur on
contenporary forms of racism racial discrimnation, xenophobia and rel ated

i nt ol erance.

I'1. | NFORMATI ON RECEI VED FROM AN | NTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANI ZATI ON

Counci | of Europe

[Oiginal: English]
[17 December 1997]

1. The Council| of Europe reported that the Second Sunmit of Heads of State
and CGovernnent took place in Strasbourg, France, on 10 and 11 Cctober 1997.
On that occasion, the 40 Council of Europe nenber States called for an
intensification of action against racism xenophobia, anti-Senitism and

i ntol erance and decided to strengthen the activities of the European
Commi ssi on agai nst Raci sm and Intolerance (ECRI). The Council also announced
the creation of its Internet site on conbating raci smand intolerance, which
can be consulted at the follow ng address: www. ecri.coe.fr.
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2. Concerning the convening of the Wrld Conference on Raci sm and Raci a

Di scrim nation, Xenophobia and Rel ated Intol erance, the Council of Europe

i ntends, subject to approval by its Comrittee of Mnisters, to contribute to
the preparation of the Wrld Conference by organizing a major event along the
lines of the satellite conferences organi zed by the Council of Europe prior to
the Worl d Conference on Human Rights in Vienna and the Fourth World Conference
on Women in Beijing.

[11. | NFORVATI ON RECEI VED FROM UNI TED NATI ONS BODI ES
AND SPECI ALI ZED AGENCI ES

United Nations Children's Fund

[Oiginal: English]
[17 December 1997]

1. The United Nations Children's Fund is of the view that a gl oba

gat hering focusing on this subject would need to address the enornous inpact
that practices of racism racial discrimnnation, xenophobia and rel ated

i ntol erance have on the well-being of children and on the enjoynent of their
rights, in accordance with the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Wth
191 States parties to the Convention, this treaty has reached nearly
universal ratification, except for the United States of America and Somalia
whi ch have not acceded to the Convention. Therefore, it follows that since
the right of the child to non-discrimnation, found in article 2 of the
Convention, has been recogni zed worldw de, it could serve as a vehicle to
bring the international community together to address issues of gl oba
concern.

2. It should be noted that several provisions in the Convention recognize
specific rights of the child in the area of human rights education
information, and rights of mnorities which are especially relevant to the
Worl d Conference. In particular, article 29 recognizes that the child's
education should be directed to respecting human rights and within a spirit of
under st andi ng, peace and tol erance. Moreover, article 30 recognizes that
children belonging to an ethnic, religious or linguistic mnority, including
i ndi genous children, should not be denied the right to enjoy their own
culture, religion or Ianguage. Article 17 (d), while stressing the inportant
role of the mass nedia in providing information and material froma diversity
of international and national sources, also recognizes that the nmedia should
have particular regard to the linguistic needs of the child who belongs to a
mnority group or who is indigenous.

3. Anot her area that could be addressed is gender discrimnation and the
situation of girls. In this regard, an inportant reference is the Convention
on the Elimnation of Al Fornms of Discrimnation against Wnen, which has
been widely ratified.
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Ofice of the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Refugees

[Oiginal: English]
[ 23 December 1997]

The United Nations Hi gh Conm ssioner for Refugees is concerned about
raci sm racial discrimnation and xenophobi a, especially fromtwo points of
view. First, ethnic and racial persecution is a mjor cause of refugee
flight. One of the purposes of UNHCR is to identify and inplenment durable
solutions to the problem of refugees. Second, it is well docunented that
refugees and asylum seekers are often the targeted victins of xenophobic and
raci st attacks. |Indeed, such violence has increased in sone areas during
the 1990s. One aspect of the role of UNHCR in the protection of asylum
seekers and refugees is to shield them from exposure to manifestations of
raci sm and xenophobia in the country of asylum Because of this dual inpact,
UNHCR bel i eves that a conprehensive approach is needed in dealing with raci sm
raci al discrimnation, xenophobia and related intol erance affecting refugees
and asyl um seekers. UNHCR al so acknow edges that a convening of a world
conference to assess the problens of racism racial discrimnation, xenophobia
and related intolerance, to assess progress made in the past few decades, and
to I ook for innovative and effective neans of fighting them is a worthy
initiative. In light of the need for a conprehensive approach, the Wrld
Conference will offer an opportunity to bring together various actors whose
efforts need to be coordinated in an effective plan of action. The nonentum
created by past world conferences on other topics, notably the 1993 Wrld
Conf erence on Human Ri ghts and the 1995 Fourth World Conference on Wnen, has
been substantial and has led to increased State and agency comritnent to the
i ssues dealt with at those conferences. The elimnation of racismis
i nstrumental in securing basic human rights for asylum seekers and refugees,
and the UNHCR is pleased to see the issue given a higher profile by the
conveni ng of the Conference.

United Nations International Research and Training Institute
for the Advancenent of Wnen

[Oiginal: English]
[ 26 November 1997]

1. The United Nations International Research and Training Institute for the
Advancenent of Wonen (I NSTRAW reiterated the need to conbat racismand racia
di scrimnation and enphasi zed the appropri ateness of convening a world
conference in order to sensitize the different parties involved and fornul ate
recommendati ons to cease any form of intolerance towards the full respect of
human ri ghts.

2. Furthernore, |INSTRAWSstrongly recomrended that in preparing the agenda
of the World Conference, the possibility of including an itemon the double

di scrimnation faced by many wonen worl dw de, due to their gender as well as
their race, should be considered.
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International lLabour Organization

[Oiginal: English]
[ 3 Decenber 1997]

1. The International Labour Ofice (ILO drew attention to paragraph 16 of
the resolution, in which the Comr ssion on Human Ri ghts requested the

United Nations Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights to take duly into account,
within the framework of the restructuring of the Centre for Human Rights, the
repeat ed appeals of the CGeneral Assenbly and the Economi ¢ and Soci al Counci
for the establishment of a nechanismw thin the Centre as a focal point for
coordinating all the activities of the Third Decade before they are carried
out by the United Nations. [LO reported that it would be pleased to work with
t he focal point when the nechani smfor coordination was defined. It also
noted that ILO has been carrying out a |large nunber of activities in this
field, which have previously been reported to the deliberative bodies of the
United Nations, within the framework of its constitution and the nmandate |aid
down by the standards adopted by the International Labour Conference.

2. I LO woul d be pleased to contribute to the planning of the Wrld
Conf erence on Raci sm Racial Discrimnation, Xenophobia and Rel ated
I ntol erance and expressed its readiness to consider what contribution it
coul d make

[11. 1 NFORMATI ON FROM NON- GOVERNMENTAL ORGANI ZATI ONS

Afro- Asian People's Solidarity Organi zation

[Original: French]
[ 10 December 1997]

1. The permanent secretariat of the Afro-Asian People's Solidarity
Organi zati on (AAPSO) submitted the foll owing coments and observati ons.

2. AAPSO considers that the problens arising fromthis evil which stil
prevails at the end of the twentieth century will persist and could even
become permanent. Effective and constructive action should therefore be taken
by the international conmunity to conbat the phenonenon and eradicate it.

3. It isin this spirit that AAPSO enphasi zes the need to convene an

i nternational conference on racism racial discrimnation, xenophobia and
intol erance. The work of preparing for this conference and analysing its main
theme and sub-topics should be begun as soon as possible, since the hol ding of
such a conference woul d nmake people nore aware of the danger of a perpetuation
of this evil, insofar as it may develop and take different fornms (e.g. at the
econoni ¢ and ideol ogical levels) in an econom ¢ and social system dom nated by
gl obalization and benefiting fromthe rapid progress of science and

t echnol ogy.

4, AAPSO t herefore proposes that in order to back up the canpai gn agai nst
racism racial discrinmnation, xenophobia and intolerance, the internationa
conference should draft and adopt a progranme of action for the Third Decade,
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to which the entire international community would commit itself, while taking
care to adopt the necessary neasures in order to establish strict control and
constant nonitoring for the activities undertaken to conbat this evil

5. For this purpose, and particularly to assist the conpetent special
rapporteur, it would be desirable to establish a special section or department
on racism racial discrimnation, xenophobia and intol erance attached to the
United Nations office in each country, which would work closely with | oca

i nternati onal organizations.

6. In order to achieve better coordination of these different activities
at the local and regional |evels, an agency of the Ofice of the High

Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts should be established in each continent,
(Africa, Asia, Latin Anmerica, Europe).

7. AAPSO consi ders that preventive action should be taken, particularly in
the fields of education, teaching, public information and practical work at
all levels of society (schools, workplaces, conferences, nass nedia, etc.).

It goes without saying that better coordination of the action taken by
Governnents, civil society, local and international NGO and all those who
feel concerned by this problemis necessary.

Intercenter - Centre méditerranéen des droits de |'honme

[Original: French]
[ 26 December 1997]

1. Intercenter - Centre néditerranéen des droits de |I'homme considers that
in preparing for the world conference, the nmethodol ogy of regional conferences
shoul d be followed, in accordance with the practice already tried out since

the Vienna Conference in 1993. Intercenter - Centre méditerranéen des droits
de | homre believes that non-governnental organizations could play an
i mportant part in this process. It enphasizes the position and role played by

t he European continent and the Mediterranean basin in the field of racism and
m grations, since new fornms of racism and xenophobia due to migratory
movenments in this region are frequently to be observed

2. The report states that a study was made of this phenonenon at a sem nar
organi zed at Casabl anca on “M gration and human ri ghts”

3. Intercenter - Centre neéditerranéen des droits de |'home considers,
finally, that intergovernmental conferences are not able to discuss problens
of racismand racial discrimnation freely, because States' representatives
are closely involved in their Governnents' inmmgration and em gration
policies. It considers that, on the contrary, NGOs woul d be best placed to
anal yse the problens and causes of new forns of intolerance and racism
connected with mgratory novenents. However, Intercenter - Centre

médi terranéen des droits de |' homme suggests abandoning the traditiona
framework of international regions based on the United Nations system which
di vides Europe from North Africa, and focusing on the Mediterranean context,
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which is essential for migratory novenents from North Africa. |Intercenter -
Centre néditerranéen des droits de |'home is ready to cooperate in this field
and make a thorough study of the problens of intolerance, racism and
xenophobia in the region

I nternational Association of Educators for Wrld Peace

[Oiginal: English]
[ 15 December 1997]

1. The International Association of Educators for Whrld Peace has been in
the forefront in pronoting the goals and objectives of the United Nations
relating to the inplenentation of the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts.
Peopl e everywhere need to be given responsible jobs based on their ability to
perform properly and effectively in the best interests of the comunity.
Peopl e shoul d not be excluded because of their race, regardl ess of whether
such people forma part of the mnority or the nmajority.

2. To this end, the International Association of Educators for Wrld Peace
used the nedia to reach mllions of people so as to bring into perspective the
various problens facing our world and how to approach them wi t hout the
practice of racism by denpnstrating that the colour of the skin is irrelevant
and that the character and personality of the individual are all that matters.
In this regard, it |launched educational programres and created pilot schools
geared toward creating a global conmunity famly spirit anong nations and
anong people of all cultures, races, and ethnic backgrounds.

3. The organi zation published a newsletter, the Peace Progress Journal, the
Peace Education Journal and the United Nati ons News newspaper

International Association for Religious Freedom

[Oiginal: English/French]
[19 December 1997]

1. The International Association for Religious Freedomis in favour of
convening a world conference against racism racial discrimnation, xenophobia
and related intolerance. Efforts should also be nade in connection with this
conference to conbat other manifestations of discrimnation and intolerance,
such as those based on religion or belief, according to the communication
received by the International Association for Religious Freedons. It is
suggested that the conference should deal with all forms of intol erance,
including religious intolerance, as the Secretary-General did on the occasion
of Human Ri ghts Day, 10 Decenber 1997

International lLeague for Hunman Ri ghts

[Oiginal: English]
[ 29 December 1997]

1. The subject matter of the World Conference on Racism Raci al
Di scrim nation, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance is an inportant one anong
the activities and the goals of the United Nations. |In particular, the
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prohi bi ti on agai nst discrimnation on grounds of race and colour is central
This is noted in the Charter of the United Nations itself, the Universa

Decl aration of Human Ri ghts, the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts, the
I nternational Convention on Elinination of Al Forns of Racial Discrimnation
and nunerous other instruments. The prohibition of racial discrimnationis a
customary norm of international |law. The ILHR considers that racia
discrimnation and the inequities and abuses that stemfromit are often at
the root of conflicts that plague nodern societies. There are noral, |egal
as well as practical reasons why this subject is an appropriate and inportant
one to which the United Nations should devote a world conference. The
extensive, and often distressing revelations and presentations before the
Conmittee on the Elimnation of Racial Discrimnation and other expert bodies
have made it abundantly clear that racial discrinmnation is a worldw de
phenonmenon and nust be rooted out in all parts of the world. The ILHR al so
believes that the Wrld Conference will act as a gl obal forum

2. The root causes that underlie and exacerbate nmani festations of racia
discrimnation and related intol erance are many, but econom ¢ and socia
deprivation, and in particular the stresses of societies in transition and in
econom ¢ distress or uncertainty, often push intol erance and practices of

discrimnation into a nore insidious phase, i.e. incitenent to hatred and
vi ol ence.
3. The I LHR suggests that the World Conference should pay special attention

to the problens of societies in transition fromdictatorship to denocracy, and
the need to develop institutions that can help to mtigate and end racia
discrimnation locally. The ILHR affirned that, based on years of reporting,
moni toring and working to devise nmethods to eradicate racial discrimnmnation

it is essential to undertake efforts to strengthen national institutions
designed to pronote racial and intercultural harmony, to establish such
institutions where they do not exist, and to pronote interaction between

nati onal and international |evels.

4, According to the International Convention on the Elimnmination of Al

Forms of Racial Discrimnation, in article 1, “the term'racial

di scrimnation' shall nean any distinction, exclusion, restriction or
preference based on race, colour, descent, or national or ethnic origin which
has the purpose or effect of nullifying or inpairing the recognition

enj oynent or exercise, on an equal footing, of human rights and fundanenta
freedons in the political, economc, social, cultural, or any other field of
public life”. The ILHR believed that this definition offers a guide to the

di mensi ons of the subject, but also believes it would be useful for the Wrld
Conference to look at racismin private, as well as public life. Experiences
of the Committee for the Elimnation of Racial Discrimnmnation (CERD) revea
that racial discrimnation which persists in private life has a highly
negati ve i nmpact on both public and private life and policies in various
societies. The State’'s inability or unwillingness to act to eradicate racia
discrimnation in private life is, in fact, a matter of public concern in the
Conmi ssion on Human Rights. The ILHR considers that this point should be a
topi c of consideration at the World Conference. The ILHR therefore reconmends
that the World Conference should utilize the Convention's definition, expanded
to include discrimnation in private life, and the matter of State
responsibility for inaction to eradicate it.
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5. The ILHR noted that the intolerance that manifests itself in racia
discrimnation often spills over and becones indistinguishable fromreligious
di scrimnation and intolerance. Inter-group conflict sonmetinmes is sparked by
i ntol erance towards the race and ethnicity as well as the religion of “the
other”. The ILHR recalled that the drafting of the Convention began in 1960
with an effort to produce two declarations follow ng appalling manifestations
of anti-Semtismin 1959/60 in Europe and North Anerica. Although the racia
and religious declarations were separated in the drafting process in the cold
war years and the religious declarations took nearly 20 years to conplete, the
ILHR i s convinced that the two subjects are closely linked. It has noted that
anti-Semtismhas been directed against Jews as a religious group (regardless
of the race of the individuals) and against Jews as a racial or ethnic group
(regardless of the religious beliefs of the individuals). It cuts across both
of these issues, and the |ILHR suggests that anti-Semtism should be a subject
of consideration on the agenda of the Wrld Conference.

6. The final reconmendati on concerns the role of non-governnental

organi zations at the World Conference. An access, conparable to that at

the Beijing Fourth World Conference on Wonen shoul d be provided to NGOs. The
preparatory process should be open to broad NGO participation, for they were
the first to nonitor racial discrimnation and the first to devise proposals
for changes in policy and practice. The regional neetings should be

br oad- based, accessible and open with a view to identifying regional problens,
and regional solutions, utilizing international exanples and conformng to

gl obal standards.

International Miltiracial Shared Cultural Organization

[Oiginal: English]
[16 December 1997]

The International Miltiracial Shared Cul tural Organization recomended
to the Conmi ssion on Human Rights the foll owi ng points:

(a) To use the term “econonic apartheid” to denote a tool used to deny
persons econom c, political and social equality on the basis of race;

(b) To review discrinmnation at the United Nations, anong
Menmber States and with respect to specialized agencies' policies of bias when
awar di ng devel opnent contracts, contracts relating to matters of
busi ness-cul ture devel opnent in Africa;

(c) To acknow edge devel opnent as a human right and that, as a result
of slavery, racismand racial discrimnation, xenophobia and rel ated
i ntol erance, Black Africans and ot her oppressed people do not have an adequate
econonm ¢ background and should be granted every assistance to unite with their
natural trading partners living in the diaspora as a sustainable solution to
hel p bring about an end to racismand racial discrimnation, xenophobia and
rel ated intol erance;

(d) To support the efforts of the International Miltiracial Shared
Cultural Organization to have nuseuns and private collectors around the world
listed as human rights violators if they refuse to return i medi ately those
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cultural itenms, taken and used by the possessors for econom c gain and profit,
that are a part of the cultural heritage of the peoples and their conmunities
requesting their safe return

CONCLUSI ON

1. As stressed by the General Assenbly at its fifty-second session, the
Third Decade to Conbat Raci sm and Racial Discrimnation did not command
sufficient interest to lead to far-reaching activities. Financial and human
resources are still |acking.

2. The Comm ssion on Hunman Rights, at its present session, in preparing for
the Worl d Conference on Racism and Racial Discrimnation, Xenophobia and

Rel ated I ntol erance, should make once again a strong commtment to conbating
raci smand racial discrimnation, in conformty with the comm tnent made

in 1993 by the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts held at Vienna.

3. Wth particular reference to General Assenbly resol ution 52/111

par agr aphs 28 and 29, consideration should be given to the possible nodalities
of the preparatory commttee for the Wrld Conference, which will be the

Commi ssion itself, and to the active participation of Governments, specialized
agenci es, other international organizations, concerned United Nations bodies,
regi onal organi zation, NGOs, the Commttee on the Elimnation of Racia

Di scrimnation, the Special Rapporteur on contenporary fornms of racism racia
di scrimnation, xenophobia and related intol erance, and other human rights
mechani sms, in assisting the preparatory committee.

4, During the sem nar organized by the O fice of the H gh Commi ssioner for
Human Ri ghts in Novenber 1997 on the role of the Internet with regard to the
provi sions of the International Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forms of
Raci al Discrimnation (E/CN. 4/1998/77/Add.2), it was noted with great concern
that the Internet was playing an increasing role in dissen nating hate speech
and racial discrimnation worldw de. The sem nar concluded that the
continuation of cooperation and the adoption of international juridica
measures with a view to prohibiting racismon the Internet would be an

i nportant contribution to preparations for the Wrld Conference.



