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1. The Committee considered the second periodic report of Uruguay
(E/ 1990/ 6/ Add. 10) at its 42nd to 44th neetings, held on 27
and 28 Novenber 1997, and adopted 1/ the foll ow ng observations:

A. | nt r oduction

2. The Committee wel cones the second periodic report submtted by Uruguay
and the witten replies to the Cormittee’s list of issues (E/C 12/Q URU/ 1), as
wel | as the constructive dial ogue conducted between its nenbers and the expert
and hi gh-1evel delegation fromthe capital. The Committee notes with
appreciation that the report was prepared in accordance with the guidelines
regarding the formand content of reports submtted by States parties.

B. Positive aspects

3. The Committee notes with satisfaction that the State party has ratified
the Protocol of San Sal vador additional to the American Convention on Human
Ri ghts.

1/ At its 54th neeting, held on 5 Decenber 1997.
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4, The Committee wel cones the progress made by the State party in attaining
a high rate of literacy, in ensuring free primary education for all and in
maki ng secondary and hi gher education free of charge. It also regards

positively the establishnment of programmes for |ess favoured children such as
the school meals programme (bandej as escol ares).

5. The Committee notes that sonme of the rights enshrined in the Covenant
can be directly invoked before the courts. It appreciates the |ist of
rel evant jurisprudence that was provided with the report.

6. The Committee appreciates the steps taken by the State party to adopt
enpl oynent policies for the young and for rural workers, as well as the
measures taken to provide further training for unenpl oyed persons.

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding the inplenentation
of the Covenant

7. The Committee notes the economic difficulties encountered by the State
party, in particular the high rate of unenpl oynent.

D. Principal subjects of concern

8. The Committee is concerned that despite the efforts and progress made by
the State party to raise the standard of living, a high proportion of the
popul ati on continues to live below the poverty line, in particular the black
mnority. Furthernore the Commttee is concerned about the surveys conducted
anong the popul ation of the State party itself which tend to show that

prej udi ce against the black mnority continues to exist in the country.

9. The Committee notes with concern that there has been a substanti al
decrease in the nunber of persons affiliated with trade unions and that the
m ni mum wage is established unilaterally only for the agricultural sector. It

is particularly concerned about the fact that the m ninmum wage is totally
insufficient to live on and is only used as an indicator, despite the
recommendati ons nmade by the International Labour Organization Committee of
Experts in 1993 in respect of the M ni num Wage- Fi xi ng Convention, 1970
(No. 131) and by the Conmittee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

in 1994.

10. The Committee considers that the governnental resources devoted to
public health and education are inadequate. |In particular, it is alarnmed by
the fact that the very | ow wages paid to nurses has led to a low ratio of
nurses to doctors (lower than 1:5) in Uruguay, which tends to dimnish the
quality and accessibility of nmedical care available to the conmunity. A
simlar problemexists in the education sector, as nani fested especially by
the continued deterioration of teachers' salaries in terms of purchasing
power .

11. The Committee is concerned about the increase in | abour related
accidents due to non-conpliance with security neasures, particularly in the
construction sector, as expressed by the ILO Conmittee of Experts in 1995, in
relation to Convention No. 62
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12. The Committee is deeply concerned about the situation of children in
Uruguay. Child labour continues to be a serious problem as attested to by

t he concl udi ng observations of the Cormittee on the Rights of the Child, and
that the m ni mum worki ng age as provided for in ILO Convention No. 138, is not
fully respected in the State party. It is also concerned at the health
situation of young minors in view of the high incidence of obesity and
sui ci des.

13. The Committee notes with concern that the Civil Code retains a
distinction between legitimate children and children born out of wedl ock

14. The Conmittee is al so concerned about the continued existence in
practice of discrimnation between men and wonmen in ternms of salaries received
for equal work. It also regrets the insufficiency of the information provided

regardi ng the situation of wonen in general, and donmestic violence in
particul ar.

15. The Conmittee is concerned about the |arge nunber of persons with
disabilities in the population (7 per cent), of whom 70 per cent are reported
to be nentally disturbed, and about the problem of alcoholism which |leads to
high rates of traffic accidents and fatalities.

16. The Committee continues to be concerned by the shortage of housing, the
high levels of rent, and the conditions under which forced evictions may be
carried out, particularly for the npbst vul nerabl e groups.

E. Suggestions and recommendations

17. The Committee woul d wel cone additional information on the steps taken by
the State party to ensure enjoynent to econom c, social and cultural rights by
the black mnority, in particular their right to protecti on agai nst

di scrim nation.

18. The Committee calls upon the State party to conply with its obligations
under article 7 of the Covenant and, in particular, to take steps towards
fixing a national mninumwage i ndexed to the cost of living in consultation
wi th enpl oyers' and workers' representatives. The Conmittee urges the State
party to ensure that its existing legislation in respect of the occupational
health and safety of workers is fully inplenmented and that the | abour

i nspection systemis strengthened.

19. The Committee reconmends that the necessary |egislative and econom c
measures be adopted to protect the rights of persons with disabilities and of
street children. Particular inportance should be given to information
programes in respect of health care, both physical and nental. Furthernore,
all discrimnatory provisions in the Cvil Code or famly law in respect of
children born out of wedl ock shoul d be repeal ed.

20. The Committee reconmends that the State party take nmeasures to increase
the real salaries of teachers and nurses.

21. The Committee urges the State party to take steps to inprove health care
for people living in rural areas.
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22. The Committee considers that the efforts nade by the State party to

i mpl enent an adequate housing policy remain insufficient and urges it to
increase its efforts in this respect. It also wishes to receive nore detailed
i nformati on on the nunber of forced evictions and the manner in which these
are carried out.

23. The Committee urges that greater attention be given to the probl em of
de facto discrimnation agai nst wonen and that programres be inplenmented for
the eradi cation of inequalities between men and wonen, in both the public and
private sectors. It recommends that appropriate |egal nmeasures be undertaken
inrelation to crinmes of violence agai nst wonen within or outside the famly.

24. Finally, the Committee recommends that the concerns expressed in the
present concl udi ng observations, as well as the issues raised during the

di scussion of the second periodic report which remai ned unanswered, be
addressed in the State party’s third periodic report, and it urges the State
party to dissem nate widely the present concl udi ng observati ons adopted by the
Committee following its consideration of the State party’' s second periodic
report.



