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Addendum

[11. REPORT OF THE CHAI RPERSON ON ACTI VI TI ES UNDERTAKEN BETWEEN
THE SEVENTEENTH AND El GHTEENTH SESSI ONS OF THE COW TTEE

1. The Chairperson of the Committee wel comed nmenbers to the eighteenth session
of the Commttee. She noted that, since the |ast session of the Comrttee,

Ms. Tendai Bare (Zi mbabwe), had been appointed Director of the General Techni cal
Services Division of the Commonwealth Secretariat in London and was subnitting
her resignation. She enphasized the valuable contribution that Ms. Bare had
made to the work of the Conmittee.

2. She infornmed the Committee that she had participated in a nunber of United
Nat i ons-sponsored activities, including the Asia/Pacific Meeting on Universal
Adherence to Principal Human Rights Instrunents held in Aman, Jordan from1l to
4 Septenber 1997 which had been convened by the Ofice of the H gh Conm ssi oner
for Human Rights. The object of the neeting had been to encourage ratification
of human rights instrunents. She noted that 17 of the States that had
participated in the neeting had not yet ratified the Convention on the
Elimnation of AIl Forms of Discrimnation agai nst Wonen. The neeting had
offered a useful opportunity to identify obstacles to ratification and

strategi es to overcone them

3. The Chairperson had attended the eighth neeting of persons chairing the
human rights treaty bodies held at Geneva from 15 to 19 Septenber 1997. She
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reported that the major itemon the agenda of the meeting had been the report of
t he i ndependent expert on "enhancing the long-termeffectiveness of the United
Nati ons human rights treaty systeni. The chairpersons had considered that it
was both inpractical and undesirable to create a single treaty body to nonitor
all the human rights conventions. They were of the viewthat each comittee

m ght seek ways to focus on a limted nunber of issues pertinent to each country
to hel p reduce the length of periodic reports. The chairpersons had recomended
that nmenbers of treaty bodies should refrain fromparticipating in any aspect of
the consideration of their country's report in order to maintain inpartiality,
both in substance and appearance, and that Governnents should refrain from

nom nating persons for election to treaty bodi es whose political or other
functions may not be reconcilable with the obligations of independent experts.
The chairpersons had invited the Division for the Advancenent of Wnen to
prepare an anal ysis of how gender was being integrated into the work of the
United Nations treaty bodies for presentation at the next regular session of the
neeting of chairpersons, and had proposed hol ding a sem nar to explore these

i ssues.

4, The Chairperson also informed the Conmittee about the Copenhagen Seni nar
for Social Progress, held from3 to 5 Cctober 1997, the objective of which had
been to follow up the 1996 Social Sunmit and determine the relationship between
the process of econonmic integration and gl obalization and social conditions.
From 14 to 16 Cctober, the Chairperson had al so attended a regi onal workshop
organi zed by the Mddle East regional office of the United Nations Children's
Fund in Beirut, which had exam ned ways to incorporate CEDAW and t he Conventi on
on the Rights of the Child into the curriculumof |law schools in six Arab
States. The concept of wonen's and children's rights in the Arab world had been
di scussed

5. The Chai rperson had attended the neetings of the Third Conmittee of the
General Assenbly from19 to 23 Cctober 1997. In her statenent, she had

hi ghlighted the progress that had been nmade in the inplenentati on of CEDAW and
had called for further ratification and acceptance of the amendnent of

article 20(1) relating to the Conmttee's neeting tinme.

6. The Chairperson inforned the Committee that she had witten to those
countries which were not yet parties to the Convention, urging ratification by
the year 2000. Moreover, she wel coned the fact that Ms. Angela King, Special
Advi ser on Gender |ssues and Advancenent of Wnen, had witten to those States
parties which had not submitted their initial reports, urging their swft
conpliance with this obligation. She noted with appreciation that

M. Janes Qustav Speth, Administrator of the United Nations Devel opnent
Programme, had witten to Resident Coordinators requesting themto encourage
CGovernnents to ratify or conply with reporting obligations under CEDAWand to
assi st where needed in preparation of initial reports.

7. The Chairperson reported that she and three other menbers of the Committee
had attended the Commonweal th Medical Association interregional round table on
wonen's health convened i n London on 15-16 Novenber 1997. The round tabl e,

whi ch had been preceded by a Day of Dial ogue with non-governmental organizations
involved in health and reproductive rights, had provided useful input to the
Conmittee inits formulation of a general recommendation relating to article 12.
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8. The Chai rperson noted her concern about the situation of wonen and chil dren
in Algeria, and that the initial report of the country was under preparation and
woul d be considered by the Committee at one of its com ng sessions.

9. She al so expressed di sappoi ntnent that the Special Rapporteur on Viol ence
agai nst Wonren had been unable to attend the session as originally planned, but
noted that the Special Rapporteur on Religious Intolerance would be nmeeting with
the Commttee, as would Ms. Mary Robi nson, H gh Commi ssioner for Human R ghts.
She thanked Ms. Cartwight and Ms. Shal ev, who had carried out najor
responsibilities on behalf of the Conmittee between the seventeenth and

ei ghteenth sessions with regard to a paper on reservations and the genera
recommendat i on on wonen's health.

10. Finally, the Chairperson noted that, while there had been inprovenents in

the functioning of treaty bodies, working nethods of CEDAW could be further
i nproved, and she wel coned any suggestions in that regard.



