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1. Adoption of the agenda for the organi zati onal session for 1998.
2. El ection of officers.
3. Organi zation of work for 1998.
4, Programe of work for 1998.
5. Adoption of the agenda for the substantive session of 1998.
6. G her busi ness.
ANNOTATI ONS
1. Adoption of the agenda for the organizational session for 1998
2. El ection of officers

Rul e 103 of the rules of procedure of the General Assenbly provides that
comrittees other than Main Commttees shall elect a Chairnman, one or nore Vice-
Chai rnen and a Rapporteur. These officers shall be elected on the basis of
equi t abl e geographi cal distribution, experience and personal conpetence.

In past years, the Committee on Conferences has elected, in addition to the
Chai rman, three Vice-Chairnen and a Rapporteur.

At its organizational session for 1989, on 1 March 1989, the Conmittee
agreed in principle that thenceforth the chairmanship would rotate annually
anong t he regi onal groups.

3. O gani zation of work for 1998

At its 341st neeting, on 27 August 1992, the Committee on Conferences
decided to maintain its biennial programme of work, dealing with itens relating
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to docunentation in even-nunbered years and those relating to neetings in odd-
nunmbered years. The Committee al so decided that some itens woul d be consi dered
on an annual basis.

At its organizational session for 1997, on 1 April 1997, the Conmittee
adopted its agenda for 1997 and requested the Secretariat to subnmt a draft
agenda for 1998 to the Committee at its organi zational session for 1998.

In paragraph 4 of its resolution 46/190 A of 20 Decenber 1991, the General
Assenbly took note of the guidelines adopted by the Conmittee on Conferences
with regard to inter-sessional departures fromthe approved cal endar of
conferences and nmeetings.? At its substantive session of 1994, the Conmittee
deci ded that requests for inter-sessional departures subnmtted to the Conmittee
should, in future, be reviewed by the Bureau, in consultation with the
Secretariat, for subsequent action. At its substantive session of 1995, the
Conmmi ttee decided that requests for inter-sessional departures submtted to the
Conmittee that involved a change of venue should be referred to the nenbers for
approval. Departures that involved other types of changes should, as the
Conmmittee had decided at its substantive session of 1994, be reviewed by the
Bureau, in consultation with the Secretariat, for subsequent action

Moreover, meetings of the Conmittee may be required in conpliance with
paragraph 6 of General Assenbly resolution 35/10 A of 3 Novenber 1980, by which
all proposals affecting the schedul e of conferences and neetings nmade at
sessions of the Assenbly are to be reviewed by the Commttee when adninistrative
i nplications are being considered under the requirements of rule 153 of the
rul es of procedure of the Assenbly.

4, Programe of work for 1998

The ternms of reference of the Conmittee are set forth in paragraph 4 of
General Assenbly resolution 43/222 B of 21 Decenber 1988. As noted above, the
Conmittee adopted its agenda for 1997 at its organi zational session for 1997 and
requested the Secretariat to present a draft agenda for 1998 to the Committee at
its organi zati onal session for 1998.

Annexed to the present docunent is the draft agenda for 1998, followed by
annot ati ons, which takes into account the earlier decisions of the Commttee and
subsequent deci sions and resol utions of the General Assenbly. The Conmittee nay
also wish to determine the timng and duration of its substantive session of
1998 and to specify the docunentation requirenents.

5. Adoption of the agenda for the substantive session of 1998

6. O her busi ness

Not es

L Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Forty-sixth Session, Supplenent
No. 32 (A/46/32 and Corr.1 and Add.1), para. 77.
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ANNEX

Draft agenda for the substantive session of 1998

Adoption of the agenda and ot her organi zational matters.
Cal endar of conferences and neetings:

(a) Adoption of the draft revised cal endar of conferences and neetings for
1999;

(b) Inproved utilization of conference-servicing resources:
(i) Meeting statistics of United Nations organs;

(ii) Consultations with bodies concerning utilization of the
conference services available to them

(iii) Provision of interpretation services to neetings of regional and
ot her maj or groupi ngs of Menber States;

(iv) Cost accounting;

(v) Inproved utilization of conference facilities at the United
Nations Office at Nairobi

(vi) Inmproved coordination of conference services;

(c) Requests for exceptions to section I, paragraph 7, of General Assenbly
resol ution 40/243

Control and limtation of docunentation
(a) Review of the late issuance of docunentation

(b) Provision of witten neeting records to subsidiary organs of the
General Assenbly;

(c) Conpliance with the regul ations concerning page limts;
(d) Translation-related natters.

Revi ew of the programre performance of the United Nations for the bi ennium
1996-1997: section 26E, Conference services.

Organi zati on of work.

Adoption of the report.
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Annot ati ons
1. Adoption of the agenda and ot her organi zational matters
2. Cal endar of conferences and neetings:

(a) Adoption of the draft revised cal endar of conferences and neetings for
1999

The Committee on Conferences will submt to the General Assenbly at its
fifty-third session the draft revised cal endar of conferences and neetings for
1999.

A draft revised calendar for 1999 will be subnmitted by the Secretariat to
the Committee at its substantive session of 1998.

(b) Inproved utilization of conference-servicing resources:

(i) Meeting statistics of United Nations organs

Since 1983, the Conmittee on Conferences has studied a series of reports
showi ng the neeting statistics of a nunber of United Nations organs in New York
Geneva and Vienna. |In accordance with paragraph 7 of General Assenbly
resol ution 48/ 222 A of 23 Decenber 1993, the information includes anal yses of
trends and figures on the utilization of conference-servicing capacity.

In conpliance with the foregoing requests, the Secretariat will submt to
the Committee at its substantive session of 1998 a report on neeting statistics
of United Nations organs. The core sanple of organs will be expanded to include
the United Nations Ofice at Nairobi

(ii) Consultations with bodies concerning utilization of the
conference services available to them

At its substantive session of 1997, the Conmittee requested its Chairman to
continue to consult on its behalf with the chairnmen of bodies that had
consistently utilized less than the applicable benchmark figure (80 per cent) of
their allocated resources for the past three sessions, with a view to naking
appropriate recommendations in order to achieve the optimumutilization of
conf erence- servi ci ng resources.

The Secretariat will provide an oral report on the aforenentioned
consul tati ons.

(iii) Provision of interpretation services to neetings of regional and
ot her maj or groupi ngs of Menber States

In section A paragraph 9, of its resolution 52/214 of 22 Decenber 1997,
the General Assenbly decided to include all necessary resources in the budget
for the biennium 1998-1999 to provide interpretation services for meetings of
regi onal and other maj or groupi ngs of Menber States upon request by those
groupi ngs, on an ad hoc basis, in accordance with established practice, and
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requested the Secretary-General to subnit to the Assenbly at its fifty-third
session, through the Committee on Conferences, a report on the inplenentation of
t hat deci sion.

The Secretariat will present an oral report on the natter

(iv) Cost accounting

In section D, paragraph 1, of its resolution 52/214, the General Assenbly
requested the Secretary-Ceneral, as a matter of priority, to expedite the
devel opnent of the cost-accounting systemfor conference services in 1998 and to
extend it to other areas of the Secretariat, ensuring that the systemreflected
the experience of other duty stations. |n paragraph 3 of the sanme section, the
Assenbly requested the Secretary-Ceneral to report to it by 31 July 1998,
t hrough the Committee on Conferences and the Advisory Committee on
Admi ni strative and Budgetary Questions, on neasures taken to develop further the
cost-accounting system

The Secretariat will submt a witten report on the cost-accounting system
at the substantive session of 1998.

Moreover, at its substantive session of 1997, the Committee on Conferences
requested the Secretary-General to report on the notional costs of conference
services at the United Nations Ofice at Geneva, the United Nations Ofice at
Vienna and the United Nations O fice at Nairobi

The Secretariat will submt a conference room paper on the notional costs
in guestion.

(v) Inproved utilization of conference facilities at the United
Nations O fice at Nairob

In section A, paragraphs 12 to 14, of its resolution 52/214 A, the General
Assenbly noted with concern the underutilization of conference facilities at the
United Nations Office at Nairobi, called for better utilization of conference
facilities at that O fice, and encouraged all the subsidiary bodies of the
Governing Council of the United Nations Environnent Progranme, the Conmi ssion on
Human Settlenents and other United Nations bodies to hold their neetings at the
United Nations Ofice at Nairobi to the extent possible. |In paragraph 15 of the
sane section, the Assenbly requested the Secretary-Ceneral to assist the
af orenenti oned bodies in inproving that situation and to report to it at its
fifty-third session, through the Conmittee on Conferences, on the actions taken
to that end.

The Secretariat will present an oral report on inproved utilization of
conference facilities at the United Nations Office at Nairobi

(vi) lnproved coordination of conference services

At its substantive session of 1995 the Committee decided to consider on a
bi enni al basis the neans to ensure the inproved coordi nation of conferences
within the United Nations system Mreover, it requested Conference Services to

l...
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mai ntain an active dialogue with the substantive secretariats of

i ntergovernmental bodies, providing statistics and infornation on previous
performance as well as guidelines on ways and nmeans to enhance utilization of
conference-servicing resources. At its substantive session of 1996 the

Conmi ttee endorsed the idea of the Secretariat to nake the active dial ogue a

per manent coordination feature, and directed that such action should be taken at
Headquarters, as well as at the United Nations Office at Geneva and the United
Nations O fice at Vienna.

In addition, in paragraph 15 of its resolution 51/211 A of
18 Decenber 1996, the Ceneral Assenbly requested the Secretary-Ceneral to ensure
cl oser cooperation between Headquarters, the United Nations Ofice at CGeneva,
the United Nations Ofice at Vienna and the United Nations Office at Nairobi in
order to inprove the coordination of conference services. |n paragraph 16, the
Assenbly requested the Secretariat to engage, on a regular basis, in an active
di al ogue with Menber States as a permanent feature at Headquarters, as well as
at the United Nations Ofices at Geneva, Vienna and Nairobi, in order to inprove
t he coordination of conference services.

Moreover, at its substantive session of 1997, the Committee on Conferences
requested the Secretariat to continue to engage on an ongoing basis in an active
di al ogue with Menmber States at Headquarters, as well as at the United Nations
O fices at Geneva, Vienna and Nairobi, so as to enhance the coordi nati on of
conf erence servi ces.

The Secretariat will present an oral report on the natter

(c) Requests for exceptions to section I, paragraph 7, of General Assenbly
resol ution 40/ 243

In paragraph 15 of its resolution 47/202 A of 22 Decenber 1992, the General
Assenbly demanded that all subsidiary organs of the Assenbly conply with the
provi sions of section I, paragraph 7, of its resolution 40/243 of
18 Decenber 1985, by which it had decided that no subsidiary organ of the
Assenbly may neet at United Nations Headquarters during a regular session of the
Assenbly unl ess explicitly authorized by it.

In accordance with the procedure established by the Conmittee at its 1986
session and reaffirned at its 1992 session, chairnmen of subsidiary organs of the
General Assenbly that wish to neet at Headquarters during regul ar sessions of
the Assenbly subnmit their requests to the Chairman of the Commttee on
Conf er ences.

A conference room paper will be prepared by the Secretariat so that the
Conmi ttee nmay consi der requests received in this regard.

3. Control and limtation of docunentation

(a) Review of the late issuance of docunentation

In section B, paragraph 23, of its resolution 52/214, the General Assenbly
requested the Conmmittee on Conferences to review the |late issuance of docunents

l...
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and to suggest renedial action for consideration by the Assenbly at its fifty-
third session.

The Secretariat will submt a conference room paper on the matter at the
substantive session of 1998.

(b) Provision of witten neeting records to subsidiary organs of the
General Assenbly

In paragraph 3 of its resolution 50/206 B of 23 Decenber 1995, the General
Assenbly noted the intention of the Conmittee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter
Space to replace its verbatimrecords by unedited transcripts, and requested the
Conmmittee to keep the Assenbly inforned, through the Conmittee on Conferences,
of the experience of that body regarding unedited transcripts. In addition, in
paragraph 4, it took note of the decision of the Committee on Conferences
contained in paragraph 75 of its report to the Assenbly (Oficial Records of the
CGeneral Assenbly, Fiftieth Session, Supplenent No. 32 (A/50/32 and Add. 1
and 2)), and requested the Conmmittee to report on the inplenentation of that
decision to the Assenbly at its fifty-first session

In paragraph 6 of its resolution 51/211 B, the CGeneral Assenbly requested
the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter Space to continue to keep it
informed, through the Commttee on Conferences, of its experience with the use
of unedited transcripts. |n paragraph 7, the Assenbly took note of the
recomrendati on of the Committee on Conferences contained in paragraph 89 of its
report to the General Assenmbly (Oficial Records of the General Assenbly,
Fifty-first Session, Supplement No. 32 (A/51/32 and Corr.1 and Add. 1)), and
requested the Conmittee to report to the Assenbly on the inplenmentation of that
decision at its fifty-second session

Moreover, at its substantive session of 1997, the Commttee on Conferences
requested its Chairman to wite to the chairnmen of those bodies entitled to
witten neeting records who had yet to respond to the previous letter fromthe
Chairman to renmind themof the invitation to consider the possibility of
requesting the Secretariat to issue unedited transcripts of one neeting for
conpari son purposes with a viewto the possible substitution of such transcripts
for their usual records in the future.

The Secretariat will present an oral report on the matter at the
substantive session of 1998.

(c) Conpliance with the regulations concerning page lints

In section B, paragraphs 4 to 6, of its resolution 52/214, the General
Assenbly noted the decision of the Secretary-General that docunents originating
in the Secretariat should be no |onger than 16 pages, enphasized that that
reduction should not adversely affect either the quality of presentation or the
content of the documents, and stressed once again the need for strict conpliance
with the existing page linmits for reports of subsidiary bodies.

In paragraph 7 of the same section, the Assenbly invited al
i ntergovernnmental bodies to consider, where appropriate, the possibility of
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reducing the length of their reports fromthe desired limt of 32 pages to

20 pages over a period of time without adversely affecting either the quality of
presentation or the content of the reports. |n paragraph 8 it decided to keep
under review the length and quality of all docunents.

The Secretariat will submt a conference room paper on the natter

(d) Translation-related natters

In section B, paragraphs 10 and 11, of its resolution 52/214, the General
Assenbly expressed deep concern about difficulties experienced by sone Menber
States owing to the suspension of some publications in all official |anguages
and the delay in the translation of official documents, and decided, in that
regard, to request the Secretary-General to provide all necessary resources to
reverse that situation

I n paragraph 12 of the sane section, the Assenbly requested the Secretary-
General to take steps to inprove the quality and accuracy of meeting records in
all six official |anguages through full reliance on sound recordings and witten
texts of statements as they were delivered in the original |anguages in the
preparation and translation of those records, and to issue those records within
a reasonable tine-frane. |n paragraph 13, it also requested the Secretary-
General to ensure that the summary records of the Fifth Conmttee, given the
technical conplexity of their subject matter, are prepared by experienced
| anguage staff who are thoroughly famliar with current administrative and
financial devel opments in the Organization and are issued within a reasonabl e
time-frame. In paragraph 16 it further requested the Secretary-General to
ensure that summary records are translated in all six official |anguages
concomitantly.

Moreover, in paragraph 14 the Assenbly requested the Secretary-Ceneral to
continue to inprove and accel erate the accurate translation of docunments into
the official |anguages, giving special significance to the quality of
translation. |In paragraph 15 it stressed the need to strengthen the nonitoring
of contractual translations to ensure that they neet the quality requirenents
for United Nations docunents.

Furthernore, in paragraph 17 the Assenbly requested the Secretary-Genera
to continue his efforts, where appropriate, to introduce new technol ogi es such
as machi ne-assi sted transl ati on and common terni nol ogy dat abases.

I n paragraphs 18 and 19, the Assenbly expressed deep concern that the
limts to self-revision had not been kept at a |evel that would ensure a high
quality of translation, and requested the Secretary-Ceneral to reinstate the
post of reviser in the six official |anguages.

In addition, in part Ill, paragraphs 13 and 14, of its resolution 52/220
the General Assenbly noted with concern the abolition of 30 posts of translators
and interpreters, and the practices noted with respect to self-revision, which
may attain proportions of 80 per cent in peak periods, whereas the specified
standard is 45 per cent.
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I n paragraph 15, the Assenbly requested the Secretary-General to keep under
review the two foregoing issues in the light of its resolution 50/11 of
2 Novenber 1995, and to report to the General Assenbly at its fifty-third
session through the Committee on Conferences on their inpact on the quality of
conference services provided.

The Secretariat will submt a witten report on the aforenentioned
translation-related natters at the substantive session of 1998.

4, Revi ew of the programre perfornmance of the United Nations for the bi ennium
1996-1997: section 26E, Conference services

Inits resolution 39/238 of 18 Decenber 1984, the General Assenbly approved
t he reconmmendations of the Committee for Programme and Coordi nation (see
Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Thirty-ninth Session, Suppl enent
No. 38 (A/39/38)), including the recommendation that rel evant intergovernnenta
bodi es shoul d review the programe perfornmance report. In accordance with that
resolution, the Commttee may wi sh to consider the programme performance report
for the biennium 1996-1997 for Conference Services.

5. Organi zati on of work

6. Adoption of the report




