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LETTER DATED 18 JANUARY 1998 FROM THE PERVANENT REPRESENTATI VE
OF | RAQ TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESI DENT OF
THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

On instructions fromny Governnent, | have the honour to transnmit to you
herewith a letter dated 18 January 1998 addressed to you by M. Tariqg Aziz,
Deputy Prime Mnister and Acting Mnister for Foreign Affairs of Iraq,
concerning violations and acts of aggression conmitted against Irag by United
States and other aircraft and warships.

| should be grateful if you would have the present letter and its annex
circulated as a docunent of the Security Council.

(Signed) N zar HAMDOON
Anbassador
Per manent Representative

98- 01196 (E) 200198 200198 /...



S/ 1998/ 52
Engl i sh
Page 2

Annex

Letter dated 18 January 1998 fromthe Deputy Prine Mnister
and Acting Mnister for Foreign Affairs of |Iraq addressed
to the President of the Security Counci

| refer to our letter dated 18 July 1997 addressed to the President of the
Security Council conveying detailed information on the violations and acts of
aggression committed by United States and other aircraft and warshi ps between
1 January and 30 June 1997 (S/1997/565, annex) and to our letter dated
12 Novenber 1997 al so addressed to the President of the Council and conveying
detailed information on the violations of the airspace of the Republic of Iraq
committed by United States and other warplanes in the northern and sout hern
sectors between 29 Cctober and 11 Novenber 1997 (S/1997/881, annex).

In the present letter, | wish to call your attention to the fact that
between 1 July and 31 Decenber 1997 there were 10,546 violations of the Republic
of Iraq's airspace in the south by aircraft conming frombases in the Ki ngdom of
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait and 1,912 violations of its airspace in the north by
aircraft comng frombases in Turkey. The nunber of violations of the airspace
of the Republic of Iraq in 1997 was thus 21,709, of which 19,033 were in
southern Iraq and 2,676 were in northern Iraq.

In conmtting these violations, the aircraft involved carried out such acts
of aggression, provocation and incitenent as dropping heat flares and breaking
the sound barrier over lraqgi civilian areas and installations. United States
war shi ps al so engaged in acts of aggression inside and outside lraqgi territoria
wat ers that were docunmented and communi cated by us to the United Nations
Secretariat at the tine they took place. They included those set forth
her eunder .

1. On 16 July 1997 United States aircraft dropped heat flares on wheat and
barley fields in the Duwayl ah area of Diyala CGovernorate, setting fire to two
pl antations belonging to the Iraqi farmers Raja Hasan Ali and Ali Abbas Khal af.

2. On 26 July 1997 United States aircraft dropped heat flares and sonme of them
fell on the home of the citizen Subayh Jabbar in Hayy al -Husayn in Basrah
Governor at e

3. On 6 August 1997 United States Navy forces intercepted the North Korean
freighter Kwang Mayung inside Iraqgi territorial waters. It was |oaded with

cl eaning detergent being inported by Iraq under the terns of the nmermorandum of
under st andi ng. The vessel was searched in an arbitrary manner and part of its
cargo was thrown on deck, thereby destroying it. Sone electrical appliances
bel onging to the crew were also thrown into the sea.

4, On 14 and 17 Cctober 1997 United States frigate No. 46 manoeuvred 500
netres to the south of Mna' al-Bakr port. A United States helicopter fromthe
frigate then overflew the port in a provocative nmanner
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6. On 17 and 21 Cctober 1997 United States warplanes violated lIraqi airspace
in the Um Qasr and M na' al -Bakr area.

7. On 24 and 26 Cctober 1997 United States fighter aircraft violated Iraq
ai rspace over Umm Qasr port.

8. On 7 Novenber 1997 a formation of United States warpl anes broke the sound
barrier over the town of Tall Afar in northern Iragq.

9. On 9 Novenber 1997 a formation of two United States warplanes broke the
sound barrier in the Jalibah area of southern Irag.

10. On 19, 20 and 21 Novenber 1997 United States warpl anes violated Iraq
ai rspace over the town of Umm Qasr.

11. On 27 Novenber 1997 a formation of United States warpl anes broke the sound
barrier over the civilian areas to the west of Basrah city.

12. On 2 Decenber 1997 a fornation of two United States warpl anes broke the
sound barrier over the town of Najaf.

13. On 4 and 7 Decenber 1997 United States warplanes violated Iraqi airspace
over the town of Umm Qasr.

14. On 15 and 16 Decenber 1997 United States warplanes violated Iraqgi airspace
over the towns of Umm Qasr and Shu aybah

15. On 22 Decenber 1997 a formation of two United States aircraft broke the
sound barrier over the town of Sinjar in northern Iraq.

W condemn these acts of aggression and provocation comitted by the United
States and others, and we urge you to intervene with the countries in question
with a viewto halting and ensuring that there is no repetition of unwarranted
actions that not only constitute grave violations on the part of a pernanent
nenber of the Security Council of the sovereignty of an independent State and a
foundi ng Menber of the United Nations as well as of the Charter of the United
Nati ons but also represent a breach of the principle enunciated in Security
Council resolution 687 (1991). The countries whose aircraft and ships engage in
these acts of aggression and those in which the aircraft are based al so bear
full responsibility for these actions, for the damage they have caused and for
the security, econonmic and noral threats they have posed to the people of the
Republic of Iraq.

W also affirmthe legally established right of the Republic of Iraq, in
accordance with the principle of State responsibility, to seek conpensation for
the damage it has sustained through acts of aggression that are in violation of
the Charter of the United Nations and the norns of public international |aw.

(Signed) Tariq AZIZ
Deputy Prime M nister
and Acting Mnister for Foreign Affairs
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Encl osure |
Aerial violations in southern Iraq committed by
United States and ot her warpl anes coning from
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, 1 July-31 Decenber 1997
Mont h From Saudi Arabi a From Kuwai t Tot al
July 567 (including 542 sorties 451 1 018
by fighter aircraft and 25
by TR-1 reconnai ssance
aircraft)
August 634 (including 598 sorties 418 1 052
by fighter aircraft and 36
by TR-1 reconnai ssance
aircraft)
Septenber 740 (including 716 sorties 576 1 316
by fighter aircraft and 24
by TR-1 reconnai ssance
aircraft)
Cct ober 1,352 (including 1,333 1 076 2 428
sorties by fighter aircraft
and 19 by TR 1
reconnai ssance aircraft)
Novenber 1,463 (including 1,451 959 (including 951 2 422
sorties by fighter aircraft sorties by fighter
and 12 by TR 1 aircraft and 8 by TR 1
reconnai ssance aircraft) reconnai ssance aircraft)
Decenber 1,172 (including 1,165 1,138 (including 1,133 2 310
sorties by fighter aircraft sorties by fighter
and 7 by TR-1 reconnai ssance aircraft and 5 by TR 1
aircraft) reconnai ssance aircraft)
Tot al 5 928 4 618 10 546
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Aerial violations in northern Iraq committed by

United States and ot her warpl anes coning from

Turkey, 1 July-31 Decenber 1997
Mont h Vi ol ati ons Tot al
January 118
February 137
Mar ch 168 264
Apri | 137
May 77
June 127
July 177
August 156
Sept enber 158 1 912
Cct ober 250
Novenber 603
Decenber 568
Tot al 2 676




