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The neeting was called to order at 12.45 p. m

ORGANI ZATI ON OF WORK (agenda item 2) (conti nued)
Honoraria

1. The CHAI RPERSON drew the Committee's attention to a provision in a
recently adopted resolution of the General Assenbly requesting the
Secretary-Ceneral to include, in the report he would prepare pursuant to the
resol ution, a detailed explanation for the basis for the paynent of honoraria
to the menmbers of the human rights treaty bodi es and suggestions to inprove
coherence in that regard. Although that procedure would delay further the
resolution of the issue, it should facilitate the taking of a final decision
sonetinme in 1998, provided the neasure had the support of the Secretariat,

whi ch had not al ways been the case in the past.

Subj ect for general discussion at the eighteenth session

2. The CHAI RPERSON suggested that two suitable topics mght be

gl obalization and primary education

3. M. CRISSA said globalization would be a difficult topic for discussion
because it was a vast and overwhel mi ng subject. In his opinion, the

phenonmenon was unstoppable, and it would be difficult to assign responsibility
for it.

4, The CHAI RPERSON said if the topic of globalization were disn ssed as
undefi nabl e and unstoppable, the fact that there were mgjor and identifiable
i mplications of globalization for econom ¢ and social rights would be

over| ooked.

5. M. TEXIER said it would be nost appropriate to devote the genera

di scussion to the topic of globalization, but such discussion should be
limted to its relevance to the rights relating to work enshrined in

articles 6 to 9 of the Covenant. A nunmber of inportant issues, including the
| ocalization, the role of free zones, trade union freedomand forced | abour
coul d be expl ored.

6. After an exchange of views in which M. CEAUSU, Ms. JI MENEZ BUTRAGUENO
and M. WMER took part, the CHAI RPERSON said he took it that the Committee
agreed in principle on globalization as the topic for general discussion at
the eighteenth session, within the limts indicated. A final decision would
be taken at the next session

REPORT OF THE COVMM TTEE ON ECONOM C, SOCI AL AND CULTURAL RI GHTS

7. The parts of the Conmmittee's annual report in docunments
E/C. 12/1997/CRP.1 and Add.1 and CRP.2 were adopted.

8. The CHAI RPERSON said that the annual report would al so cover Draft
General Coment No. 8 (1997) and the general discussion
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9. It was proposed that the report on the nmission to the Dom ni can Republic
shoul d be included in the annual report. A copy of the m ssion report would
be sent to the Governnent of the Dom nican Republic, along with a covering
letter fromthe Chairnman requesting, within a year, the Government's conments
on the matters raised in the report.

10. It was so agreed.

CLOSURE OF THE SESSI ON

11. The CHAI RPERSON i nformed the Committee that the pre-sessional working
group woul d be conprised of M. Ahned, Ms. Bonoan-Dandan, M. Ceville,
Ms. Jinenez Butraguefio and M. Kouznetsov.

12. Thanki ng the nenbers of the Conmittee and other persons involved in its
wor k, he decl ared the session cl osed.

The neeting rose at 1.05 p. m




