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LETTER DATED 16 JANUARY 1998 FROM THE PERVANENT REPRESENTATI VE
OF ETH OPI A TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESI DENT
OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

| have the honour to transmit a statenent made by the current Chairman of
the National Salvation Council of Somalia, M. Ali Mhdi Mhanmed, at the
conclusion of the Council's third session, held at Addis Ababa from2 to
11 January 1998.

| should be grateful if you would have the text of the present letter and
its annex circul ated as a docunent of the Security Counci l

(Signed) Duri MOHAMVED
Anbassador

Per manent Representative
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Annex

Statenent nmade by the current Chairman of the Nationa

Sal vation Council of Somalia, M. Ali ©Mhdi Mbhaned,

on 12 January 1998, at the conclusion of the Council's
third session, held at Addis Ababa

The National Salvation Council of Somalia held its third session at
Addi s Ababa from2 to 11 January 1998.

The Council's third session took place at a tinme when the peace process in
Somalia is gathering new nomentum and greater prospects of national concord are
clearly surfacing at the horizon

The nmeeting offered all the del egates a propitious opportunity to discuss
the key issues related to the reconciliation process in Somalia, and noted wth
satisfaction the growi ng trend of peace being nmanifested by all segnents of the
Sonal ia society at this juncture.

The nmeeting exam ned the |ifespan of the National Salvation Council and its
performance during the period of its existence, stressing the inportance of the
continuity of its role in pronoting peace and reconciliation in Sormalia while
reaf firm ng once again its unrelenting determ nation to pursue the objectives of
attaining lasting peace and stability in the country.

The nmeeting decided in that connection to prolong the nandate of the
National Sal vation Council until a transitional government of national unity is
est abl i shed.

It al so unani nously decided to uphold and strengthen the unity and cohesion
of the National Salvation Council as a national platformfor pronoting peace and
reconciliation throughout Somalia and working for the restoration of the dignity
of the Somali people.

The neeting eval uated the role of the nenber States of the
I nt ergovernmental Authority on Devel opnent (| GAD) and expressed ful
appreciation for the tireless efforts they have nade to pronote peace and
reconciliation in Somalia.

The nmeeting noted with i mmense satisfaction and gratitude the |eading role
that Ethiopia has taken in this respect in the fulfilnment of the O ganization of
African Unity mandate as well as that of | GAD.

The neeting highly values the continuous support that Ethiopia has extended
to the National Salvation Council in its search for national reconciliation and
the establishment of a government of national unity in the interest of |asting
peace and stability in Somali a.

The nmeeting attached inportance to the continuity of the role of the | GAD
nmenber countries and considered it a cornerstone for the restoration of peace in
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Somal i a and the advancenent of the reconciliation process initiated at Sodere,
Et hiopia, in early 1997.

The neeting enphasi zed the fact that the Sodere peace process was a turning
point for uniting all efforts and bringing the reconciliation process to the
mai nstream of national politics in Somali a.

The neeting agreed that, without Ethiopia's selfless initiative and
contribution, it would have been very difficult for all to attain the many
successes achieved in this regard. Therefore the National Sal vation Counci
appl auds the genui ne, sustained and sincere efforts that Ethiopia has made in
the course of peace and the devotion it has denonstrated uninterruptedly for so
| ong.

The neeting underlined the inportance of the Cairo inter-Somali talks
which, with the Somali National Aliance faction, produced the Cairo
Decl aration, enabling the reconciliation process to proceed on a commpn cour se,
t hus generating new hopes in Somalia of achieving everlasting peace and mutua
respect.

The neeting expressed its readiness to honour the provisions of the Cairo
Decl aration on Sonalia, subject to the approval and acceptance of
Hussei n Ai deed's group of the changes and anmendnents to the Cairo Declaration
made by the National Salvation Council of Sonmalia at its third session, in
Addi s Ababa.

The third session of the National Salvation Council of Somalia addresses a
strong brotherly appeal to its brother Mohamed Haji |Ibrahimlgal to share in the
furthering and enhancenent of the ongoing peace process and the achi evenent of
an all-inclusive and solid reconciliation in Sonalia.

The nmeeting expressed its deep gratitude to the Governnent of Egypt for the
strenuous efforts it has enployed in bringing together all sides to the
negotiating table so that the reconciliation process in Sonmalia could receive
new i npetus in accelerating the course of peace and reconciliation

The nmeeting expressed its appreciation for the role that Egypt has played
in making the Cairo Sormali neeting take place with a view to enhancing and
furthering the peace process in Sonalia.

It is undeniable that the Egyptian efforts have conpl enmented the previous
efforts of 1GAD for a joint and conbi ned endeavour on the part of all peace
partners of Somalia in the best interests of the region as a whole, and Somalia
in particular.

The neeting recognized that all previous efforts enbodied in the Nairob
Under st andi ng, the San' aa Declaration and the Cairo Agreenment were all inportant
interimsteps paving the way for a conprehensive reconciliation in Sonmali a,

I ayi ng down the foundation for nmutual trust and confidence-buil ding anong the
Sonmali political factions.
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Hence, the meeting expressed its gratitude to the Governments of Kenya,
Yemen and Egypt for the input they have contributed to achieving | asting peace
and reconciliation in Somali a.

The nmeeting urged all States to support the efforts of all parties in
Sonalia to attain peace and work to sal vage the people of Sonalia from chaos and
conti nued armed conflicts.

The neeting called upon the Sonali people to remain united behind the peace
process, putting aside all their differences and working for the revival of
state institutions.

The nmeeting expressed its gratitude to all menbers of the internationa
comunity, especially to those friendly countries such as the United States of
Anerica, Italy and ot her European Union countries, which have contributed to the
pronoti on of peace and reconciliation in Somalia.

The nmeeting expressed sinmlar gratitude and appreciation to the
i nternational and regi onal organizations that have extended politica
encour agenent and support to the restorati on of peace in Sonalia.

The neeting expressed special thanks to those countries and organi zati ons
t hat have extended humanitarian aid and relief to the Somali people during all
these years of crisis, particularly to overcone the recent hardshi ps they have
been exposed to as a result of the river floods and heavy rainfalls.

The nmeeting noted with great satisfaction that the debates and di scussions
during the third session of the National Salvation Council were characterized by
constructive exchanges of views, open and responsi bl e dial ogue and a sense of
unity of purpose and common commitnent.

The neeting pledges that the National Salvation Council wll continue and
redouble its efforts to achieve lasting peace in Sormalia and reaffirms its
commtnment to the principles of a peaceful denocratic evol ution whereby
fundanental human rights will be upheld and fully respected.



