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LETTER DATED 14 JANUARY 1998 FROM THE PERVANENT REPRESENTATI VE OF
THE LI BYAN ARAB JAVAHI Rl YA TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS ADDRESSED TO
THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

I have the honour to transmit to you herewith a letter addressed to you by
M. Omar Mustafa Muntasser, Secretary of the General People's Committee for
Forei gn Liaison and International Cooperation of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,
respondi ng to the announcenent by the President of the United States of the
extension of the relevant United States energency law as it affects the freezing
of Libyan assets and the econom c enbargo agai nst Li bya.

| should be grateful if you would have the present letter and its annex
circul ated as a document of the Security Council.

(Signed) Abuzed Orar DORDA
Per manent Representative
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Annex

Letter dated 14 January 1998 fromthe Secretary of the Genera

People's Conmittee for Foreign Liaison and Internationa

Cooperation of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya addressed to the
President of the Security Counci

Further to my letter to the Security Council of 30 June 1997 (S/1997/5083,
annex) concerning the extension by the President of the United States of the
rel evant United States emergency law, | have the honour to informyou that on
2 January 1998 he announced a further extension of the said law, first enacted
in 1986 to freeze Libyan assets and i npose an economni c enbargo on Libya, on the
grounds that Libya represents a danger to the security of the United States of
America and that it supports terrorismdespite the denands nade in the rel evant
Security Council resolutions that tangi ble steps nust be taken to denonstrate
that it has renounced terrorism

Denyi ng once again the groundl ess allegations nmade by the United States and
calling your attention to the dangerous character of this attitude on the part
of the United States Adm nistration, the Libyan Arab Janahiriya would like to
state as foll ows:

1. The Libyan Arab Jamahiriya is a State that seeks security and peace. It is
interested in devel oping the country and advancing its people, and it has never
endangered international peace and security. How could it do so, when it does
not have the technical, material or human resources that would enable it to
threaten the security of a major Power such as the United States of Anmerica
possessing as it does limtless arsenals of deadly weapons of mass destruction?

2. The charges nmade by the United States Administration against nmy country are
no nore than a reiteration of the United States allegations framed in the
context of defam ng Libya's good nane and disparagi ng the firm positions taken
by the Libyan revolution. They are nade in conplete disregard of the fact that
the Great Janmmhiriya has on nunerous occasions proclained its condemation of
terrorismin all its fornms. This includes State terrorism of which Libya was a
victimin 1986. (See document S/23672.)

3. The Li byan Arab Janmhiriya announced on a nunber of occasions in the past
and stated in letters addressed by it to the Secretary-Ceneral of the United
Nations that it was prepared to receive a commssion, a State body or a
technical teamto ascertain the falsity of the allegations nade concerning a
connection with terrorism (See docunents S/ 23917, S/24961 and S/ 1994/ 900.)

4. Since the 1980s, the United States of Anerica has been tireless inits
pursuit of hostile policies against the Libyan Arab people. These policies
reached their peak when F-111 bonbers originally designed to attack the former
Sovi et Union and the Warsaw Pact countries conmmitted an act of mlitary
aggression of which dozens of innocent people were the victins. It also
shelters and trains terrorist groups for aggressi on against the Libyan Arab
people. On 29 Novenber 1993, under the auspices of the Center for Strategic and
International Studies in Washington, D.C., it hosted a seminar on Libya's future
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prospects wi thout Qaddafi. This denonstrates clearly the declared intentions
and schenmes of successive United States CGovernnents agai nst the Libyan Arab
peopl e and its | eadership.

5. The statenent nade in the nessage of the President of the United States to
the effect that Libya has not conplied with the Security Council resolutions
relating to the so-called Lockerbie affair is contrary to the actual situation
and the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya has conplied fully and effectively with these
resolutions. This is indicated by the satisfaction the British Foreign Ofice
expressed with the answers provided by Libya to its questions concerning Libya's
links with the Irish Republican Arny (see docunment S/1995/973, annex) and by the
letter fromthe French magi strate addressed to his Mnister for Foreign Affairs
in which he expresses his satisfaction with the way in which the Libyan judicial
authorities cooperated with himin carrying out his inquiry (S/ 1997/858, annex).
In the light of these facts, it is the other parties that are persisting in
their intransigence and are rejecting all the proposals offered for the conduct
of the trial in a neutral country, which is what all the international and
regional organizations are urging as a solution that accords with the norns of

i nternational |aw

6. The extension by the President of the United States of the rel evant
emergency | aw denonstrates the extent to which the United States is defying the
will of the international comunity as expressed in CGeneral Assenbly resolution
51/ 22 of 27 Novenmber 1996, which deternines that the use of coercive economc
neasures as a nmeans of political conmpulsion is inpermssible.

We do not believe that the Security Council, which is entrusted with the
nmai nt enance of international peace and security and the achi evenrent of peacefu
coexi stence between States, can ignore the repeated United States clains and
al | egations against nmy country without addressing this situation and w thout
endeavouring to forestall the dangers to which it may give rise.

(Signed) Omar Mustafa MINTASSER
Secretary of the General People's Conmittee
for Foreign Liaison and International Cooperation



