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| nt r oduction

1. At its fifty-third session Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts adopted
resol ution 1997/40, entitled “National institutions for the pronotion and
protection of human rights”, in which it reaffirnmed the inportance of

devel opi ng effective, independent and pluralistic national institutions for

the promotion and protection of human rights, consistent with the Principles
relating to the status of national institutions annexed to General Assenbly

resol uti on 48/ 134.

2. In paragraph 9 of the resolution, the Conm ssion requested the Ofice of
t he Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights, with the assistance of nationa
institutions and their Coordinating Conmrittee, to continue to provide

techni cal assistance to States wi shing to establish or strengthen nationa
institutions and to organi ze training progranmes for national institutions

whi ch request them In paragraph 16, the Comm ssion requested the
Secretary-General to subnmit to the Commi ssion a report containing options for
arrangenents for national institutions which conformw th the Principles on
the status of national institutions to participate in an appropriate manner in
their own right in neetings of the Conmi ssion on Human Rights and its
subsi di ary bodies, so that the Conmi ssion could resolve the question at its
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fifty-fourth session. |In paragraphs 17 and 18, the Conmission reiterated its
request to the Secretary-General to convene a fourth international workshop on
national institutions, to be held in Mexico in 1997, and wel comed the deci sion
to hold the second Asia-Pacific regional workshop of national institutions

wi thin the next year.

3. The present report is submitted pursuant to resolution 1997/40 and
suppl enents the report of the Secretary-Ceneral subnmitted to the
General Assenbly at its fifty second session (A/52/468).

. PARTI Cl PATI ON BY NATI ONAL | NSTI TUTI ONS | N MEETI NGS OF THE
COWM SSI ON ON HUMAN RI GHTS AND I TS SUBSI DI ARY BODI ES

4, The issue of the participation by national institutions in nmeetings of
the Comm ssion on Human Rights and its subsidiary bodi es has been the

subj ect of several resolutions of the Commi ssion on Human Rights and the
General Assenbly.

5. In the last few years, the nunber of national institutions has increased
significantly and in a nunber of cases their functions in pronoting and
protecting human rights at the national |evel have evolved. VWhile nationa
institutions are usually either constitutionally entrenched or established by
nati onal |egislation and depend upon financial resources provided by
Governnent, an effective national institution will be one which is capable of
acting independently of Government, party politics and other externa

i nfluences. National institutions are playing an increasing role in the work
of the United Nations and are in a position to inplenment, at the nationa

| evel, action to ensure the pronotion and protection of internationally
recogni zed human rights.

6. The participation of national institutions in human rights forums is not
a new idea. They have, in the past, been granted status in severa

i nternational meetings. At the Wrld Conference on Human Rights in Vienna in
1993, national institutions were granted the right to participate de jure in
t he debates. Since the Wrld Conference, national institutions have

partici pated as i ndependent entities in a nunber of international and regiona
sem nars and wor kshops organi zed in conjunction with the United Nations and
sonme have addressed the Conm ssion on Human Rights (as separate entities, but
general ly speaking fromthe seats of their official governnment del egations).
At the fifty-second session of the Conm ssion, the Chairmn of the Conm ssion
decided to allocate separate speaking tine for national institutions during
consi deration of the sub-item of the agenda on national institutions. A
simlar arrangenment was adopted at subsequent mneetings.

7. In order to obtain the views of Governnents in regard to this matter

the Secretary-General has sent notes verbal es on several occasions. The
majority of Governnents that responded were generally in favour of enabling
national institutions to participate in such neetings in their ow right and
consi dered that they should be granted a distinct status, independent fromthe
governnment del egations. The follow ng advantages were nentioned: informng
human rights foruns of their activities and publicly sharing information with
Governnents, other national institutions and non-governnental organizations;
reinforcing their independence from Governnent; enhancing their cooperative
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links with other national institutions; and facilitating their work at the
United Nations, including their access to docunents and their know edge of
United Nations activities in the field of human rights. Their participation
in human rights forums would al so enable national institutions to ensure
better followup to the recommendati ons of relevant United Nations organs.

8. At the Fourth International Wrkshop of National Institutions for the
Pronmoti on and Protection of Human Rights, held in Mexico in November 1997,
national institutions reaffirnmed their wish to participate in United Nations
meetings in their own right, to enhance the sharing of information and
experiences with other nenbers of the international community and to further
strengthen their activities for the pronotion and protection of human rights.

9. According to the option chosen for the participation of nationa
institutions in United Nations human rights forums, national institutions may:
(a) be part of the del egation of their Governnment and be granted part of the
del egation's speaking tine; (b) be part of the delegation of their Governnent
and be granted separate speaking tine, in addition to that of the del egation
(c) participate in nmeetings in their own right with separate speaking tinme (as
is the case with observers for non-governnental organizations).

[1.  FOURTH | NTERNATI ONAL WORKSHOP OF NATI ONAL | NSTI TUTI ONS FOR
THE PROMOTI ON AND PROTECTI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS

10. The Fourth International Workshop of National Institutions was held in
Mérida, Mexico, from 17 to 29 Novenmber 1997. It was organi zed by the Nationa
Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts of Mexico and attended by a wi de range of nationa
institutions fromall regions. Opening addresses were delivered by the

Presi dent of Mexico and the Special Adviser to the H gh Conmi ssioner for Human
Ri ghts, on national institutions. 1In his address, the Special Adviser
reaffirmed the universality and indivisibility of human rights and stressed
the need to focus on preventive strategies and the inportance of creating
strong, independent national institutions to provide accessible renedies. It
was the independence of national institutions, the integrity of their
mandat es, the commitnment of their nenbers and the effectiveness of their
programes which would ultinmately determine their contribution to the
pronoti on and protection of human rights.

11. The Workshop focused on four major themes: cooperation between nationa
institutions; particularly vulnerable groups; migration novenents and the
fight agai nst raci smand xenophobi a; and economi c, social and cultural rights
and the right to devel opnment.

12. The Conference adopted the “Merida Declaration” at its closing session
in which national institutions recognized that underdevel opment constitutes a
barrier to the full and effective enjoynent of human rights. They also called
attention to the situation of indigenous people; urged States to recogni ze the
origin, extent and inportance of migratory flows; expressed their resolve to
coordinate activities relating to the pronotion and protection of all human
rights with non-governnental organi zations; stressed the urgency of the
adoption of a United Nations declaration for the protection of human rights
def enders; reconmended that all CGovernnents ratify and inplenent internationa
human rights instrunents; comended the Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights for
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her support for national institutions; and reaffirned their expectation that
the O fice of the H gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts would continue to give
priority to the creation and strengthening of national institutions in
accordance with the Principles relating to the status of nationa

i nstitutions.

[11. SECOND ASI A- PACI FI C REG ONAL WORKSHOP OF NATI ONAL | NSTI TUTI ONS

13. The second Asi a-Pacific regional workshop of national institutions, held
in New Del hi from 10 to 12 Septenber 1997, was hosted and organi zed by the
Nati onal Human Ri ghts Conmission of India in cooperation with the Asia-Pacific
Forum of National Institutions and the Office of the Hi gh Conm ssioner for
Human Ri ghts. The wor kshop brought together representatives from six nationa
human rights conm ssions belonging to the Asia-Pacific Forum those of
Australia, India, Indonesia, New Zeal and, the Philippines and Sri Lanka.
Representatives of 14 CGovernnents of the region were also present, in addition
to United Nations bodies, key non-governnmental organizations and the
chairpersons of five Indian state Human Ri ghts Conmi ssions. Participating
countries included a nunber which are in the process of establishing nationa
institutions (including Bangl adesh, Nepal, Mngolia and Thail and) and severa
contenpl ating the establishnment of such institutions.

14. The three-day workshop was inaugurated by the Prine Mnister of India.
Wor ki ng sessions focused on a review of developnments in the region relating to
t he establishnment of national institutions and ways in which to strengthen
their operation, including, in particular, conplaint-handling nechanisns and
procedures, staff training, staff exchange and the sharing of experiences.
This was foll owed by discussion of plans for cooperative action in devel opi ng
human rights jurisprudence, conbating sexual exploitation of children and
observing the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human

Ri ghts.

15. The deci sions and recommendati ons of the workshop included:

reaf firm ng the universal, indivisible, interdependent and interrelated nature
of human rights; enphasizing that to ensure their effectiveness and
credibility, the status and responsibilities of national institutions should
be consistent with the Principles relating to the status of nationa
institutions; stressing the inportance of collating, disseninating and

devel opi ng human rights jurisprudence; condeming the practice of child sexua
exploitation as a gross abuse of human rights and calling upon all Governnents
in the region to take neasures to conbat child sexual exploitation; and
requesting that the secretariat of the Asia-Pacific Forum give promnence to
the Uni versal Declaration of Human Rights in its technical cooperation and

i nformati on activities.

16. In addition, the workshop noted the proposal submitted by the Human

Ri ghts and Equal Opportunity Conmi ssion of Australia for an advisory panel to
the Forum on international human rights |law and agreed in principle to set up
such a panel. In order to address the various considerations relevant to the
operations of such a panel, the workshop decided to establish a subcommttee
conprising representatives of the national institutions of Australia and India
to consider all relevant issues.



