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STATEMENT BY MR. PAVLI ZERI, SECRETARY OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA

This jubilee session of the Economic Commission for Europe is an important occasion not
only for the celebration of its 50th anniversary, but also to provide the member countries with
an opportunity to build on the achievements already reached a starting point for new challenges.
We wish and hope that this Session contributes to the strengthening of the role of the
Commission in the region.

| would also like to appraise the role of the Executive Secretary, Mr. Berthelot, as well as
the Bureau's role in guiding the Commission in a very important and difficult time, which
requires appropriate measures to be taken in order to enable the Commission to cope with new
challenges and realities. We believe that the Plan of Action which has been largely and
transparently negotiated, meets with the consensus of the member countries.

Today’s Albania is a concrete testimony that proves how difficult the transition is and
how careful the approach to it has to be. In spite of the encouraging macroeconomic statistics
of these last years, it seems that it has been very difficult to achieve a smooth transition.

The situation in Albania remains serious. Law and legal institutions, order and stability
have not yet been restored in some parts of the country. In this situation, the Government of
National Reconciliation in Albania is making its best efforts to ensure emergency assistance,
restore order and stability and prepare the new parliamentary elections.

The Government of National Reconciliation enjoys the support of the people in Albania,
but it also counts on the support of the international community. | will take this opportunity to
once more express Albania’s gratitude to all the countries that have shown their willingness to
contribute to and have already participated in the multinational Force in Albania.

The support of the international community, added to the longing of the Albanian people
for peace and tranquillity and the efforts of the National Reconciliation Government have already
started to produce the first satisfactory results. But stability in Albania cannot be guaranteed by
the political and security activities alone. This process needs to be supported by a sustainable
economy, through medium and long-term oriented assistance and programmes. We have
optimistic expectations from the commitment of international financial institutions and we are
encouraged by their willingness to help to promote the economic situation in Albania.

Albania’s economy needs to undergo a reconstruction process. This cannot be achieved
successfully without a backing up by the international community. At the Rome meeting of the
European Union on 25 March, Albania’s Prime Minister invited the Union to be, in cooperation
with other regional and international financial institutions, a promoter for organizing an
international conference for the future promotion of the Albanian economy. Albania is looking
forward to a positive response. | make use of this opportunity to appeal to all the member
countries here to support such a project. A Conference of that nature would be an appropriate
forum for focusing on the current real economic needs of the country.
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We are very pleased to approve today the Declaration on the Strengthening of Economic
Cooperation in Europe. It is through this Declaration that we once again reaffirm the major
values promoted by the Commission. The Commission has been an important factor for
economic cooperation and recently for the integration of the economies in transition to the
European and international standards. We highly appreciate this role and we would very much
like to highlight the importance of a further and substantial performance in this direction to our
region.

We share the major concern of the UN community about the need to reform the UN
structures and enable them to reach a greater level of efficiency and pragmatism. That is why
we fully support the Plan of Action which enables the ECE to maintain its importance and
"raison d’étre".

When speaking of economic cooperation, it is always important to avoid duplication
through a close and full cooperation with all the structures that offer similar services in the
region. We are convinced that this does not mean avoiding competition of ideas and solutions
for questions of common interest. The fast growth towards a global and liberal economy
requires the necessary grounds of interactivity between the economic multilateral structures. In
this respect, coordination between the EU and the regional initiatives and activities is a must. A
very good example in this respect is the cooperation with the economic dimension of the OSCE.
But of very special importance are the concerted plans of action with the ECE and BSEC, CEl
and SECI, as well as the operation in compliance with the EU policy in the region.

Especially the support of the ECE to SECI has been of an essential value. We believe
that ECE can play an important role in giving a real regional dimension to the economic projects
of this initiative. As we are aware of the fact that in activities like that, the ECE will certainly
face the need for a more selective job, in order to offer real and effective opportunities through
its regional advisers and to be able to help in transforming some national or binational projects
into regional feasible projects.

Albania fully supports the priority directions that are mentioned in the Declaration on the
strategic aims of the ECE. For Albania, transportation, statistics and economic snalysis, as well
as environmental problems remain among priorities in the cooperation with the ECE. In this
framework, we would stress a further need to identify the common projects and the necessity
to include in these projects those European countries that are most needed.

Albania is willing and motivated to cooperate closely with the ECE in order to contribute
to the new ECE process as well as to benefit from its activities in order to assure better national
economic performances which are determinant in its way to the transatlantic and European
structures.
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BBICTYIIJIEHUE I'-HA B.U. IIMJIOBA, MUHHUCTPA S5KOHOMHUKH
PECITYBJIUKHU BEJIAPYCbH

Ceronusi Komuccust oTMedaeT cBoi 50-neTHmi 06unei. 310, 6€3yCIIOBHO, BaXKHBIA pybex B
xu3au EQK.

Bynyun eIuHCTBEHHOH OpPraHM3allfed, 06BeIMHUBIIEN BCE CTpaHbl EBpoOIBI mocjie BTOpOH
muposon BorHbI, EOK Haxogunach B LEHTPE BCEX COOBITHI, CBSI3aHHBIX C MEXIYHAPOILHOH
HATPSKEHHOCTBIO M Pa3psiko. PyKOBOACTBYSCh CBOMMHE INPHHIMIIAMH, Komuccus nmpopgoxkania
paboTy B CIOXKHBIX YCIOBHIAX XOJIOIHOM BOMHBI M B MOCNENYIOUIAH IEPHOL.

Ceromssi Bce cTpaHbl - wieHsl EQK nomuepKuBaloT NPHHIMIBI IEMOKPATHH H PBIHOYHOH
SKOHOMMKH. OpraHu3ans, afanTHPys CBOIO JEATENBHOCTh K HOBBIM pEANUsIM, NMPOMOJIKAET
YCIIEITHO BBINOJHSAThL CBOH OOS3aHHOCTH IO YCHJICHHIO S9KOHOMUYECKHX CBSI3eM MeXJy CTpaHaMHU
perHoHa ¥ OCTaeTCsl YHHKAJIBHBIM (HOPYMOM B3aMMOJENCTBHS B DKOHOMHYECKON 00JacTH BCeX
€BPOIENCKUX TOCyIapcTB Ha PaBHOMPABHOW OCHOBE. BBHICOKHH YPOBEHb Y4acCTHS B IAHHOM CECCHU -
NOMOJIHATEILHOE CBHAETENLCTBO NeHHOCTH KoMmuccny st HKOHOMMYECKON WMHTerpalyi KOHTHHEHTA.

Baxuem sBisercs crpeMieade EOK akTHBH3MPOBATH CBOXO HESATCJIBHOCTD IIO Haubolee
aKTYyaJbHBIM IPOGIeMaM PErHOHa, YTO HALUIO OTPaXKEHHE B MOJrOTOBJIEHHOM nokyMente "Ilinan
nericTeui”. MHTepecaMm BCeX CTPaH - YICHOB EDK oTseuayio 6bI, KaK Mbl CUMTa€M, COXPAaHECHHE H
HApaIMBaHHE OOIEEBPOTIENCKOr0 KOMIIOHEHTA NESTENBHOCTH EDK, B I1EpBYIO oYepelb B TAKUX
06IacTSIX, KaK MPOMBIIUIEHHOCTh ¥ IIPEAIIPHHAMATENBCTBO, TPAHCIIOPT, SHCPIETHKA, oKpyxKatouias
cpefa, SKOHOMHYECKHMH aHAIN3.

Hama cTpaHa HOAIEPXKUBaeT MoNoXeHus [lexnapanni 00 YKpEIJIEHHH YKOHOMHYECKOr0o
coTpynHmYecTsa B EBpore. B JOKyMeHTe HAIIIH OTPaXXeHHE HOBRIE pEaiH peruoHa W MHpa B
HejJoM. MBI IPUBETCTBYEM CTPEMICHHE KoMpccuu B TMONHOEN Mepe 3aJefCTBOBaTH CBOM 6oraTheld
OTILIT B HAHHBIN MCTOPHYECKHI MOMEHT IepeXoja CTPaH-1jIeHOB OT [1JIAaHOBOHM ®KOHOMHUKH K
PKOHOMHKE PBIHOUHOM.

Hamma jeneramms ¢ yAOBIETBOPEHHEM OTMeYaeT aKTHBHbIC yCHIIMSA EBK 1o oka3aHHIO
CONENCTBHS CTPaHAM C MEPEXOJHON DKOHOMMKOH. B TO e BpeMs MBI OTHETIMBO BUIKMM H pe3epBbl B
Jelle TTOBLILIEHUS 3 MEKTUBHOCTH JesTeabHOCTH Komuccnu. OXHUM U3 HUX MOIJIO OBl CTAaTh
BOBJICUEHHE HEJOBBIX KPYyroB B padory Kommccuu. Tpebyercs nuBepcuduKanus GopM U METOLOB
paboter E9K ¢ yueToM IOTpeOHOCTEH KOHKPETHBIX CTPaH.

Tak, JUis psa CTPaH C MePEeXOIHOM HKOHOMHUKOH 371000ZHEBHBIM SBISIETCS CO3MAHUE HOBBIX
pABOYMX MECT IIPEKJIe BCETO 3a CUET PA3BUTHS YaCTHOrO NPEANPHHMMATENLCTBA, MaJIOr0 ¥ CPEJHEro
6u3neca. B aroi cBs3u EDK morsa 661 MOOHIM30BATE PECYPCHI M C yUETOM YKE HMEIOIIETOCS OIBITA
MIPOJOJIKUTE PabOTy B BTOM HAlpPaBJICHHH.

BaxxHa noMoillb B 00J1aCTH COBEPILIEHCTBOBAHUSI MAKDPOBKOHOMMYECKOIO aHain3a K
IIPOTHO3HUPOBAHUA.
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MEI BCAYECKH IPHBETCTBYEM TO, UTO B "IliIaHe NEHCTBHM" B Ka4eCTBE IPHOPHUTETA HOMED
ONMH OIIpelelieHa OKpPYXawIias cpelia. benapych Ha cebe OLIYTHIA TMOCIEHCTBHS KpPYITHEHIICH
TEXHOTeHHOH KaTacTpodsl. ONMHHAANATH JIET IPOLULIO NMocie aBapuy Ha YepHoObIbckon ADC,
KOTOpas CTajla HallHOHAaIsHOW Tparenued pia benapycu. Oxono 70% Bcex pagHOHYKJIHIOB,
BHIIIABIIMX B PE3YJIbTATE aBaPHH, IIPHIILIOCE Ha Hamy Pecry6nmky. HeoOXomuM KOMILIEKCHBIN
aHAJIM3 CIOXKHMBIIENCS CHUTYAllMH B [TOCTPAJABIIMX OT aBaPHH I'OCYJapCcTBaxX W MacIuTabHas
[porpaMma Io npeofxojeHuo mociexcteui aBapuu Ha HADC. EBK mMorna 6s1 mpuBieys K HeH
BHUMAaHME MEXIYHAPOIHBIX OPraHM3ailii, CIIOCOOHBIX OKa3aTh IOMOIIL B PEIIEHUH DTOH
SKOJOTHYECKOH NPOOIEMBI.

Passutue Pecriybimky Benapych Kak CyBepEeHHOTO IOCYIapcTBa, IIEPEX0] B 9KOHOMUYECKON
cdhepe K PHIHOYHBIM OTHOIUEHHMSM HACTOSTENBHO TPeGYIOT BKIIIOUCHHS Halliel CTPaHbI B
MUPOXO3SHCTBEHHBIE CBsI3H. [locmenuee MOXKHO PPEKTUBHO OCYIIECTBHTH JHULUb IIPH y4yeTe
MHPOBBIX ¥ PETHMOHANBHBIX TEHAECHIHM, BaXKHEMIIEH U3 KOTOPBIX SBJISETCS CTPEMJIEHHE CTPaH MHUpa K
pEIIEHHIO TPO6IEMBl YCTOMYHMBOIO Pa3BUTHA HA OCHOBE NPHHIIUIIOB, BHIPAOOTAHHBIX Ha
Kondepennmm OOH no okpyxamwiiel cpelie ¥ pasBuThio B Puo-ne-2Kanewpo B 1992 rony.

ITpaBuTENHLCTBOM HallleH CTpaHbI paspaGorana HamwoHanbHas CTpPaTerws yCTOHYUBOIO
Pa3BUTHS, B KOTOPOIl OIpeJieieHa MOIENL, HAIHOHATbHBIE PECYPCH U COLIMAIbHO-3KOHOMHMYECKUN
MOTEHIMAN, HAIPaBIeHUSI, MEXaHU3MbI H CPEACTBA OCYIIECTBICHHS YCTOMYMBOro pa3suts. Ocoboe
BHHUMaHHE yIEJIEHO COXPAHEHHIO M OXPaHE OKPYXKAIOINEH Cpelbl.

16-18 ampens Texyuero roga B MHHCKe MO0 WHHUI{HATHBE NIPaBUTENLCTBA bBenapycu npu
conericTeun EBporefickoil sxkonomuueckoi xomuccud OOH ® apyrux MeXIyHapOZHBIX OpraHM3alldi
mpounia MexnynapogHas KoHdepeHIIHS IO yCTOMYNBOMY Pa3BUTHIO CTPaH C IIEPEXOTHON
sKOHOMHKOH. OHa cTana nepBbIM GOPYMOM, Ha KOTOPOM MHHHCTDBI OKPY2KAlOUIeHd Cpelbl H
MHHHCTPBI PKOHOMHKH M3 3THX CTPaH OGCYIMIIM BOIIPOCHI, MPEACTABISIONINE OOLIUA WHTEpEC.

B yacTHOCTH, OBIIH 3aTPOHYTHI BOIPOCHI HEOOGXOTUMOCTH HallMOHANBHBIX CTPATErHMH YCTOMYHMBOIO
pa3BUTHS AJs COAJaHCHPOBAHHOIO DEIIeHHS B3aHMOCBSI3aHHBIX YKOHOMMUYECKHX, COUMANBHBIX K
HKOJIOTHYECKHX TPOOJIEM.

IMonp3ysich cly4daeM, Xody 0GJarofapHTh OT JHIa MPAaBUTENbCTBA Halllel cTpaHbl KOMHCCHIO
32 OK23aHHYIO €10 IIOMOIIE B IIPOBEIEHUN DTOTO MEPOIPHSITHUS.

PaspemnTe B 3aKJI04eHHe, rocnogud IIpencegarens, BHIPasuTh HAIly yOEXKIECHHOCTE B TOM,
yro EDK 6ymer ¥ manee urpaTh poibh BAXHOIO OpraHa oOIIeeBPONEHCKOro COTPYJAHHYECTBA B
TOProBO-3KOHOMHYECKOH U HAyYHO-TEXHHYECKOM 0GNACTIX M B HTOrE BCEX NPeoOpa3OBaHMK
COXPaHHUT CBOIO POJIb OCHOBHOrO 3BeHa OOH B mene oKa3aHHS KOHIICHTPHPOBAHHOIO CONEHCTBHS
CTpaHaM NEPEXOTHOI0 NMepHoja.
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DECLARATION DE MONSIEUR JAN PEETERS, SECRETAIRE D'ETAT A LA SECURITE,
L'INTEGRATION SOCIAL ET L'ENVIRONNEMENT DE LA BELGIQUE

C’est pour moi un trés grand honneur de prendre la parole en présence d'une aussi
auguste assemblée, a I'occasion du 50éme anniversaire de la doyenne des Commissions
économiques des Nations Unies, qui a été ouverte par le Secrétaire général des Nations Unies.

D’emblée, je voudrais m’associer au discours prononcé au nom de I'Union européenne
par ma collégue des Pays-Bas.

Doyenne certes, mais extrémement alerte, la CEE-ONU a prouvé et vient tout récemment
encore de le démontrer en adoptant une ambitieuse réforme, qu’elle était une organisation
dynamique ancrée dans le présent et apte a relever les défis du futur.

L'adoption du Plan d’action apparait, dans le contexte actuel, comme le moyen le plus

approprié d’optimaliser le potentiel et la "valeur ajoutée” de cette institution sur la scéne
internationale.

Ce dynamisme, que je soulignais a I'instant, est en grande partie d0 aux actions
conjuguées du Président de la CEE-ONU, I’Ambassadeur Willems et du Secrétaire exécutif Yves
Berthelot. Je saisis cette occasion pour leur en rendre hommage; ainsi qu’aux membres du
secretariat.

Les succés enregistrés par la CEE-ONU au cours de ses 50 premiéres années d’activité
sont, je crois, salués unanimement comme des gages du renforcement du dialogue et de la
cooperation pan-européenne.

Le forum d’'échanges d’idées qu’est la CEE-ONU, jadis lieu unique du dialogue et de la
coopération entre I'Est et I'Ouest au temps de la guerre froide, s’est mué au cours des derniéres
années en un puissant moteur du passage de I’économie planifiée a I'économie de marché, dans
un contexte de mondialisation des échanges.

Je voudrais vous livrer ici quelques réflexions sur la mondialisation et le développement
durable: Le Sommet de Rio en 1992 a consacré le concept de développement durable; intégrant
les trois dimensions, économique, social et environnementale des politiques de développement,
comme des éléments interdépendants et complémentaires.

Depuis lors la mondialisation s’est accélérée. Elle a sans aucun doute renforcé la
croissance économique dans certains pays. Mais elle a dans le méme temps aggrave les
conditions économiques, sociales et environnementales dans beaucoup d'autres.

A cet égard, la CEE-ONU ne représente-t-elle pas justement un forum adéquat pour
réfléchir a I'élaboration d’une forme nouvelle de coopération qui engloberait les domaines
sociaux, économiques et environnementaux, permettant d’édifier au niveau du continent d'une
structure plus intégrée et solidaire ?
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Outre les secteurs prioritaires des transports, du développement du commerce, de
I'industrie et de I’entreprise ainsi que des statistiques, la Belgique est trés attachée aux travaux
de la CEE-ONU dans le domaine de la protection de I’environnement. Cette question est au
coeur des préoccupations de tous les citoyens et de leurs gouvernants.

Elle a des implications transfrontiéres considérables qui dépassent de loin la capacité des
Etats a les résoudre individuellement. Dans le prolongement des grandes conférences mondiales
et régionales, il est essentiel de poursuivre |'élaboration d’instruments juridiques performants. A
cet égard, la Convention sur la pollution atmosphérique transfrontiére a longue distance,
I’adoption de régles uniformes pour le transport de merchandises dangereuses et la préparation
de la prochaine conférence de Vienne sur le transport et |’environnement sont autant d’exemples
concrets du rdle clé que joue la CEE-ONU et qui influencent directement la santé et la qualité de
la vie des individus.

Dans ce contexte, je tiens & souligner que la Belgique attache une importance toute
particuliére aux travaux du groupe chargé d’élaborer un projet de convention sur "I’accés a
V'information sur I’environnement et la participation du public a la prise de décision en matiére
d’environnement”. Dans ce groupe la Belgique a présenté une proposition d’ajouter un alinéa au
préambule, concernant le droit de chaque individu de vivre dans un environnement sain. Je
saisis cette occasion pour remercier les nombreux pays qui ont apporté leur soutien a cette
proposition.

En conclusion, Monsieur le Président, je dirais que la Belgique entend maintenir sa
confiance dans cette institution qui a su par le passé prouver son efficacité comme forum de
coopération régionale et s’appréte, sur des bases renouvelées, a développer ses atouts dans les
poles d’excellence que lui ont défini ses Membres et cela au bénéfice de tous et chacun d’entre
eux.

STATEMENT BY MR. JADRANKO PRLIC, MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
OF BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

It is a great honour for me to participate at this Jubilee session of the United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe. In congratulating the 50 years of existence and activities of
ECE, 1 would like to express our deep appreciation for what has been achieved throughout the
five decades of tireless efforts to contribute to the overall economic development in Europe.

The role of the ECE began in Europe still freshly marked with the Second World War
devastation and destruction and continued through all stages of its development until this very
moment. In the complex field of economy, trade, communication, environment etc., ECE has
given its solid contribution. On a more global level, the ECE has greatly helped cooperation and
joint actions between the countries belonging to different economic and social systems. Today,
the ECE has a remarkable role to play in helping the countries in transition to acquire experience
and to adapt the structure and level of their economies to much higher standards.
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| would also like to express our support for the Plan of Action and the Declaration of the
Jubilee session. It gives a clear account of the Commission’s endeavours and its valuable
contribution to the development of the region and its stability. Even more so, the Declaration
correctly underscores the new priorities and course of action in the times to come. The ECE
should continue with the efforts to adapt to new realities and challenges of today’s world. In
doing so it should keep its flexibility and efficiency. We have no doubt that with 50 years of
rich experience the Commission will continue to play an outstanding role in the cooperation of
European countries.

Let me now, Mr. Chairman, turn to the situation in my country. As you all well know,
Bosnia and Herzegovina lived in the past five years one of the unprecedented tragedies in
Europe since the Second World War.

Today we can say that we are happy because after all, we have achieved, with the help
of the international community, a peace. However, the consequences of the conflict aggression
on Bosnia and Herzegovina are enormous. Great loss in human lives was followed by thousands
of injured and handicapped people, hundreds of thousands of refugees and displaced persons. |t
also destroyed the economic foundations of the country as well as most of its infrastructure and
communications.

Allow me, at this juncture, to quote Pope John Paul Il who, during his recent visit to
Bosnia and Herzegovina, stated that we all have to work hard to ensure jobs as a source of
normal and dignified life for human beings.

So, now, we are faced with a tremendous task of reconstruction and rebuilding of Bosnia
and Herzegovina. At the same time, we have embarked on the process of establishing a free,
market oriented economy. It calls for all kinds of system adjustments and the creation of a legal
framework in order to create an environment for a democratic and liberal economic and social
system in the country.

Having all this in mind, we believe that there is enough positive energy and skilled and
determined people to start the process. Of course, it is not sufficient and it will not be possible
without the continuous help and support of the international community.

Where the ECE is concerned, our first priority is to establish, as soon as possible, full
participation of Bosnia and Herzegovina in the various ECE activities, programmes and projects.
| am particularly pleased to note, as a positive example, that at the recent meeting in fzmir,
Turkey, Bosnia and Herzegovina was admitted in the TEM and TER projects. We are also
investing efforts to adhere to all ECE instruments and to joint trade facilitation activities of the
Commission, including EDIFACT. We also have a high interest in all eight priority areas of the
ECE programme of work.

In that respect we can say that we see ECE as one of the most important vehicles for
economic development in Bosnia and Herzegovina, particularly in the transition process. ECE
expertise and support will certainly have a positive impact and serve as a boost for moving
ahead with the reconstruction activities. This will help us to deal with heavy problems of
starting anew the economy and to employ our people.
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In that context, | would like to use this opportunity to launch before this representative
body an appeal to all countries present here today to speed up the preparation and convince
without further delay the Donors Conference for Bosnia and Herzegovina. The importance of
this meeting for the recovery of my country and for the success of the Peace process is crucial.
Yet, permit me to remind you that what is expected from the Donors Conference represents
only a fraction, but an essential one at this very point, of what has been estimated as the cost
of rebuilding Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Therefore | am sure that we all agree that another postponement may create
unforseeable consequences and destabilize the situation. This must not be allowed to happen
because, among other things, it is connected with the IMF arrangement and creation of a
positive atmosphere in the approaching negotiation with Paris and London Club concerning the
rescheduling or reduction operation for more than US$ 2.8 billion of our foreign debt.

Mr. Chairman, Bosnia and Herzegovina attaches great importance to the development of
various forms of regional and sub-regional cooperation.

We believe that one of the telling proofs is the actual chairmanship of Bosnia and
Herzegovina in the CEl (Central European Initiative} which gathers 16 countries with cca 200
million people from the region. Not only that this role brings about the reaffirmation of Bosnia
and Herzegovina as a sovereign State and accepted partner. It also serves as a catalyst for
increased cooperation with some of the most important European institutions such as EU,
OSCE, EBRD, WB etc.

Bosnia and Herzegovina also actively participates on a project basis in another, recently
promoted regional initiative in which ECE know-how and support plays an instrumental role. We
are talking of SECI (Southeast European Cooperative Initiative) which is focused on economic
cooperation and concrete joint projects between the interested countries in the region. As well
as the other participating counties, we received with satisfaction the latest assurances which
cleared SEC! from certain unacceptable political connotations.

My country was particularly pleased with the decision of the SECI Agenda Committee
which designated Bosnia and Herzegovina as a host country of the project group meetings
entitled: Interconnection of natural gas networks, diversification of gas supply and improvement
of security of supply in southeast Europe.

The overall role of the ECE in similar projects is the best confirmation of its position as an
unavoidable factor in the development and prosperity of, for the first time in history, an
undivided European continent.

Let me conclude by once again wishing a long and prosperous life to the United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe, to the benefit of all of us.
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STATEMENT BY MR. VALENTIN DOBREV, FIRST DEPUTY MINISTER
FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF BULGARIA

It is a great honour and privilege for me to address the Jubilee Fiftieth Anniversary
Session of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe.

| should like to extend to you, Mr. Chairman, my sincere congratulations on your election
and to express my confidence that under your guidance this session will achieve success.

My Delegation commends the Bureau of the Commission, the Executive Secretary and
the staff of the ECE secretariat for their excellence in preparation for the Jubilee Session.

For fifty years ECE has served as a respected, competent and effective forum for regional
economic cooperation. In its dual role as a regional commission of the United Nations and a
European institution, ECE successfully initiated and facilitated concerted actions for raising the
level of European economic activity and for maintaining and strengthening the economic
relations of the European countries, both among themselves and with other countries of the
world.

Bulgaria has taken part in and, according to its potential, has contributed to the increased
scope and intensity of the Commission’s work over the past decades. My county has
benefitted substantially from its participation in ECE bodies and operational activities. On behalf
of the Bulgarian Government, | wish to express warmest gratitude to the staff of the
Commission, including the retired ECE officials, for their dedication and sustained efforts
towards promoting and strengthening regional economic cooperation.

At the present Jubilee Session of ECE we assess the achievements of the Commission
and its impact on the multilateral economic relations in Europe over the past period, not only for
the sake of the assessment itself, but rather to reveal, outline and approve new priorities and
strategic orientation of the economic coherence and integration under the remarkable changes in
the region at the edge of the new century. The unprecedented historic developments - among
them, the impressive economic vitality and performance of the West European integration and
the adherence to the values of democracy and the market economy, proclaimed by the Central
and East European Countries, have required substantiable evolution in the forms and methods of
ECE activities.

The Bulgarian Government highly appreciates the outcome of the negotiations on the
reform package in the Commission, which has been reflected in the Declaration on the
Strengthening of Economic Cooperation in Europe and in the Plan of Action. The
implementation of the reform measures will streamline and strengthen the activities of the
Commission, will further assist the countries in Central and Eastern Europe in their transition to
market economy and will introduce a more homogenous, transparent and cost-effective
intergovernmental structure of ECE. That will constitute a valuable contribution of the
Commission to the programme of profound administrative changes for the United Nations, the



E/ECE/1356
page 11

main features of which were announced on 17 March 1997 in New York by UN Secretary
General Mr. Kofi Annan. It is our understanding that there shall not be a stand-still in the ECE
reform efforts after the Jubilee Session and the Commission will further adapt its activities to
the developments in the world and regional economy and to the requirements of its member
States.

The accelerated and parallel integration in the European and Euro-Atlantic Structures,
with a view to subsequent membership in the European Union and NATO, is a priority of the
Bulgarian foreign policy. Bulgaria strictly fulfils its obligations under the Association Agreement
with the European Union. My Government expects that soon after the successful conclusion of
the EU Intergovernmental Conference in Torino, Bulgaria will be in a position to commence,
simultaneously with the other associated countries of Central and Eastern Europe, the
negotiations on its accession to the European Union.

Inspired by the European perspective was the initiative of the Bulgarian Government to
launch a new process of multilateral cooperation among countries of South-Eastern Europe. The
Sofia Declaration on Good-Neighbourly Relations, Stability, Security and Cooperation, adopted
on 7 July 1996 by the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the South-East European countries,
contains the main directions of a comprehensive process of multilateral subregional cooperation
in the various areas. The Bulgarian Government welcomes the Royaumont process, launched by
the European Union and the Southeast European Cooperative Initiative of the United States of
America and considers the different initiatives for cooperation in South-Eastern Europe as
mutually reinforcing.

We are confident that the participation of ECE through a wide range of coordination and
assistance activities will facilitate the accomplishment of the initiatives’ objectives.

In conclusion, | would like to reiterate my appreciation of the achieved prioritization of
the ECE work and its further adaptation to the prevailing needs of the member States. | wish to
emphasize my hope that the forthcoming extensive reform in the United Nations system will not
result in diminishing the role of ECE, which is a very useful and irreplaceable instrument,
faithfully serving all countries in the region.

STATEMENT OF AMBASSADOR JOHN WEEKES, PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE
OF CANADA TO THE UNITED NATIONS OFFICE AT GENEVA

Over the last 50 years, the ECE executed its mandate against an initial backdrop of a
post-war, politically divided Europe undergoing reconstruction, to the present, exciting period,
personified by a European region increasingly united in the shared beliefs of liberal, market
economies and open, pluralistic democracies. The ECE has played an important role in the
economic development of Europe and indeed beyond. Much of this contribution has been
through its work in harmonization and standard setting.
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With the approaching milestone of its Jubilee, the ECE appropriately undertook a major
reform exercise. Canada is a strong supporter of the movement to reform international
organizations and agencies, in order for their work to better reflect core mandates and
comparative advantage. Implicit in this reform are the principles of efficiency gains and
resource savings. We are therefore particularly pleased with the ECE’s reform exercise, both
with respect to process and results.

With respect to process, the exhaustive questionnaire of the membership, followed by
the "case-study" approach to its review, has resulted in our governments having increased,
detailed knowledge of all ECE activities. As an organization, the ECE has benefitted from a clear
expression of how members collectively assess which activities were of greatest value and
which were of least value to them. This year, the ECOSOC will review progress in the reform
efforts of the regional commissions. Canada believes that the ECE reform process heightens the
credibility of the ECE in the review, and provides a useful model for the ECOSOC review
process, notwithstanding the unique aspects of the ECE’s work.

The results of the reform are equally laudable. Under the Chair's strong leadership, and
the equally important support from the secretariat and Members, the Commission has
succeeded in sharpening its focus on areas where members valued the work and agreed that the
ECE possessed comparative value. Efficiency gains and resource savings will undoubtedly
follow. Canada was pleasantly surprised by the high level of convergence of views among
members.

To illustrate, while neither we nor any member saw all of our views carry the day in the
reform exercise, our priorities - environment, standard setting, trade facilitation, timber, and
statistics - were also priorities of the members in general. Indeed, these activities reflect areas
where the ECE has arguably a global leadership role.

Like all members, Canada supports the ECE in its efforts to assist the Central and East
European economies in their transition. We were pleased that the transition economies
preferred that resources be dedicated to individual work areas of particular interest to them
rather than a special “countries in transition” unit. This is a clear indication of the degree to
which mainstream ECE activities can facilitate further economic integration between transition
and other economies of the region.

The challenge for us as Members is to support fully the Bureau and secretariat in
implementation of the Plan of Action and resist the inevitable temptations within our
bureaucracies to advocate specific interests. A more strategic challenge is to ensure that the
Group of Experts on the Programme of Work carries out its role in a manner that continues the
reform processes emphasis on concentration on where the Commission can provide value-
added.
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In this regard, we welcome the secretariat’s note on the timing and frequency of the
"annual” meeting. Given the experience of other regional commissions with respect to
biennialization and given the secretariat’s frank assessment of the resources involved,
biennialization appears a pragmatic and useful move, one which will free the secretariat to
further attend to the needs of the member States. We are less convinced by the reluctance of
the secretariat with respect to shifting the timing of the meeting. If there is consensus on
biennialization, we would advocate its adoption and, given upcoming ECOSOC deliberations,
defer a decision on timing pending those discussions.

The Group of Experts on the Programme of Work has the potential to provide the ECE
with a dynamic of constant reform and renewal through regular consuitation and harmonization
between the various ECE elements and the members. Canada strongly advocated this
consultation process and we will watch with keen interest its developments over the next
several years. A successful Group of Experts on the Programme of Work assures a flexible,
efficient and responsive ECE.

As Members will recall, Canada expressed serious concerns regarding the utitity of the
economic analysis function of the Commission. The consensus achieved in the Plan of Action
represents a considerable shift for the Commission, and we look forward to assessing the
revised format of the Survey in the coming year. Needless to say, we should ensure that the
annual seminar remains an informal mechanism rather than "creeping” back as the Senior
Economic Advisers.

In conclusion, Canada wishes to express its pleasure and to congratulate Ambassador
Willems, other members of the ECE bureau, the Executive Secretary, the ECE secretariat and
ECE members for an effective and credible reform exercise. This reform, and the ongoing
commitment to "continuous improvement” provided by the Group of Experts, demonstrate the
vitality and continued relevance of the ECE, one which assures a dynamic ECE as it begins its
second half century.

STATEMENT BY MRS SPOMENKA CEK, ASSISTANT MINISTER OF
FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE REPUBLIC OF CROATIA

The Republic of Croatia is pleased to participate in this Jubilee Session and to celebrate
the 50th anniversary of the Economic Commission for Europe. We wish to express our
congratulations to you, Mr. Chairman, to the Executive Secretary, Mr. Berthelot, the Deputy
Executive Secretary, Mrs. Pastizzi Ferencic and the entire Commission’s staff on this significant
jubilee and to express our particular appreciation for their dedication and results achieved over
the past years.

In circumstances of great political, economic, social and environmental changes
worldwide and, in particular, in our region, Croatia wishes to emphasize the importance of the
ongoing reform of the Economic Commission for Europe, as part of the global reform of the
United Nations system. We hope that the reform will enable the Commission to respond more
adequately to emerging needs and requirements of its member States.
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In this context, we welcome a new structure of the Commission and the secretariat’s
reorganization, as well as the proposed Plan of Action. Bearing in mind that a number of the
Commission’s programmes and activities are designed for the needs of countries in transition,
Croatia, which belongs to that group, supports that approach. At the same time, we hope that
special assistance and concrete programmes will be offered for the reconstruction and
rehabilitation of the Republic of Croatia as a war-affected country.

During the last year and at the beginning of this year, significant political developments
have occurred in Croatia. The most important achievements are the finalization of the peaceful
reintegration of Eastern Slavonia, Baranja and Western Sirmium into Croatia and the holding of
free elections throughout the whole territory of the Republic of Croatia.

The Croatian Government continues to stabilize economic conditions in the country and
to secure the transition to a market economy. The annual inflation in 1996 was 3.4% which is
one of the lowest rates among the countries in transition. The exchange rate remained stable
against the German Mark. Interest rates begin to decline, reflecting the low rate of inflation,
continued monetary and fiscal discipline, and the successful bank rehabilitation. The current
growth of the GDP is foreseen to speed up to 7.8%, giving an expected annual growth rate of
about 6.3% in 1997. Growth projections point to an average real rate of 6% for the next few
years.

The current account balance is the reflection of the Croatian external position - a small
and open economy. The deficit in the trade balance is the consequence of the post-war
recovery of the economy and the exchange rate policy. Itis expected that surplus, in the trade
balance, which can be achieved by more intensive export of goods and services and in particular
by the growth of tourism, will take some time. Presently, the major trade partners of Croatia
are European countries, mostly countries of the European Union and some of our neighbouring
countries. Thus we are very interested in economic cooperation with the countries from the
ECE region.

Taking into account the economic stabilization and peaceful outlook, as well as one of
our main objectives, i.e. the reconstruction of the country and, in particular, the rebuilding and
upgrading of the infrastructure, we believe that Croatia has become an even more attractive
destination for foreign investors.

In our view, the restructured Commission should give considerable attention to
cooperation with OSCE, subregional groupings, Mediterranean cooperation, all of which has
already been endorsed. We are of the opinion that the Commission should devote more time
and efforts to promoting cooperation and joint programmes with other bodies of the UN system,
with the European Union, OECD and others, and to be an advocate of regional aspirations and
requirements of those member States which are not members or active in some of those
institutions and organizations.

We are pleased that most of the mentioned objectives are contained in the proposed Plan
of Action, which Croatia strongly supports. We wish to stress again the importance of avoiding
duplication of activities with the other regional organizations and institutions, which must be
one of the main principles in relations of the ECE with other bodies.
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Regarding the future work areas of the Commission, we would like to support its efforts
to concentrate available resources and activities in sectors where the Commission has achieved
consolidated results and has comparative advantages. In this context, Croatia attaches great
importance to the transport sector in the Region. The work in this sector is a valuable means
for solving problems in transport such as border crossing facilitation and transport infrastructure
as well as the problems caused by transport, such as in the fields of safety and environment.

’

The work of the Commission on environment protection is another high priority area,
where the ECE contribution would be most welcome, because damage to our environment
constitutes a threat to the entire planet. We are happy that Croatia was a host country to the
Joint ECE and FAO workshop on water pollution and protection in agricultural practice, which
was held in Zagreb, from 20 to 24 May last year.

The energy sector and its activities are considered by Croatia as a very important
segment of the Commission’s activities. We sincerely hope that the projects on energy
efficiency, market adaptation of the energy economies and national policies in central and
eastern Europe, work in the field of gas and other projects within the Committee on Sustainable
Energy will further promote the Commission’s activities in this field.

Aware of the crucial role of the business community in supporting necessary changes in
the countries in transition, we welcome the intentions of the Commission to gradually
strengthen its relationships with the business community, and to involve it in the ECE sectors
such as trade, industry, energy, infrastructure and others.

Although the other activities of the Commission are of great importance, | have focused
attention on the merits of continuous and pragmatic work of the Economic Commission for
Europe which makes such a significant contribution to economic and technical cooperation in
the region.

Allow me to conclude, Mr. Chairman, by affirming that the Republic of Croatia continues
to attach great importance to the Economic Commission for Europe as a part of the United
Nations, with its European and Transatlantic character, and as a forum for regional cooperation.
In that spirit, | am confident that this Jubilee Session will pave the way for positive
developments in the future work of the Economic Commission for Europe, thus contributing to
all member countries.

STATEMENT BY MR. ALECOS SHAMBOS, PERMANENT SECRETARY OF THE
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS

The promised world of peace and security, the world of social and economic
development, as enshrined in the UN Charter, which was dreamed of by mankind after the end
of World War I, was to remain for long a vision overshadowed by the divide of cold war, as
foretold in his ingenuity and eloquence by Winston Churchill in his monumental "iron curtain
speech” in 1945,
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A new climate of fear, mistrust and pessimism for the future of mankind was to plunge
Europe in particular and the rest of the world in general into an all out political, social and
economic schism between East and West.

In the context of this socio-political situation, a United Nations Forum for economic
cooperation emerged in 1947, aiming to facilitate the rapprochement between the two
antagonistic blocs, namely the Economic Commission for Europe. This Commission was the
only European body during the Cold War where the States of Western and Eastern Europe met
on a regular basis to discuss important economic and social issues.

By the end of the Cold War, however, the many revolutionary events that occurred in
Central and Eastern Europe defined a new role for the ECE: that of contributing to the creation
of a "new Europe”.

In order to meet the above goal the ECE has been confronting perhaps the greatest
challenge in its 50-year history, namely the integration of the new member countries of Eastern
and Central Europe with the economically advanced ones of the western part of the continent.
More than half of the Commission’s members are now countries in transition with specific needs
and varying priorities. The ECE is called upon to address old and new challenges facing today’s
societies, such as unemployment, violence, drug abuse, poverty, mass scale migration,
environmental degradation, etc.

We praise the Commission’s endeavours to revise and reconstruct its work programme,
and more specifically the efforts undertaken by the ad hoc Working Group on Strategic
Directions and Efficiency, in collaboration with the secretariat, to identify those fields in which
the ECE needs to concentrate in order to reduce disparities in the level of development of its
member countries and to strengthen the integration of the region.

At this point it is, | believe, important to mention that in the framework of the
restructuring of the UN System, the reform already achieved by the ECE stands as an example
for emulation.

| would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the Executive Secretary, Mr. Yves
Berthelot, for his constant efforts in guiding our Commission.

| would also like to pay tribute to the Commission’s stance towards the Mediterranean
region, via the ECE’s "Mediterranean mandate”. The objective of the aforementioned mandate
is clear: to see a prosperous and peaceful Mediterranean region working together for economic
integration and social development. Standing along with other activities like the Euro-
Mediterranean Partnership, the ECE Mediterranean mandate has the potential of contributing to
the evolution of peace in this sensitive area.

Consistent with its traditional role as a bridge, Cyprus has been an active participant in
the above "initiative”. In this respect Cyprus has decided to organize economic seminars on the
island with the participation of countries from Europe, the Middle East, the Balkans and Northern
Africa. We are currently preparing for a follow-up seminar to the very successful one organized
in Nicosia in 1993 by the Cyprus Organization for Standards and Control of Quality, in
cooperation with the ECE, focusing specifically on quality assurance and metrology.
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Cyprus is also ready to share its experience and expertise in other areas where, in spite
of the consequences of foreign aggression and continuing occupation, it has emerged as a
successful case study in development.

In its 50-year history, this Commission has undoubtedly survived many European turmoils
by showing remarkable commitment in addressing various socio-economic problems.

On the eve of the third millennium, the ECE’s mission has been reinforced. Europe is still
facing challenges that demand determined action. As we mark today the Commission’s Jubilee
anniversary we renew our commitment to redouble our efforts in seeking solutions and meeting
these challenges for the benefit of our peoples. Our task is not an easy one. Judging, however,
from our performance so far, there emerge, | believe, better prospects for more progress and
higher achievements.

STATEMENT BY MR. CYRIL SVOBODA, DEPUTY MINISTER OF
FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE CZECH REPUBLIC

On behalf of the Government of the Czech Republic, | have the honour to extend my
special thanks to all the people who have organized today’s meeting, first of all to the Chairman
of the Bureau, Ambassador Lodewijk Willems and the Executive Secretary.

We meet to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the United Nations Economic Commission
for Europe, taking into consideration the fact that ECE has been in existence for fifty years, the
fifty years of European profound transition. Europe looked very different in 1947, the year of
ECE inception. ECE came into existence when some countries, like my country, were put aside
while post-war Europe was progressing with European integration and transatlantic cooperation.

At that painful time ECE was an effective forum where all countries regardless of their
political orientation could participate in discussion and the decision-making process in many
fields of economic and technical coaperation. ECE has played in this manner an unprecedented
historical role. | am convinced that ECE, in stressing liberalization of the economy, promoting
the principles of the market economy and the principles of democracy, has contributed to the
end of the communist totalitarianism in Europe.

Europe has changed since 1947, so has ECE. It was not automatic and smooth,
sometimes the process of change was painful for both, for Europe as well as for ECE. Luckily,
both of them have always tended to survive together helping each other in difficult moments of
life. And here we are, of many spheres of its day-to-day functioning.

Many inhabitants of Europe do not suspect that the picture of their contemporary
continent is to a great extent influenced by ECE work. They drive their cars built according to
the same standards, they are looking forward towards amelioration of the environment as a
result of International Conventions, etc. But we, the representatives of the member States,
have to admit, the ECE has yielded tangible results.
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Desiring greater credibility, flexibility and efficiency, today’s ECE faces new challenges:
budgetary constraints, the reorientation of targets, and the reform of its working methods on
the one hand and enhanced cooperation with other bodies, namely the Council of Europe, the
European Union, OSCE and OECD on the other.

From the Czech Republic's point of view the ECE closely belongs to the architecture of
European institutions. It has proved to be reformable, flexible, effective and efficient.

However | am not going to underestimate or to over evaluate ECE capacities, capabilities
and aspirations. | am convinced the Declaration and Plan of Action are capable of giving fresh
impetus for ECE to be able to take up the challenges at the dawn of the 21st century as an
effective force for economic integration.

STATEMENT BY MR. JAAK LEIMANN, MINISTER OF ECONOMIC AFFAIRS
OF THE REPUBLIC OF ESTONIA

It is a great pleasure and honour for me to address this forum at its Jubilee Session. Let
me use this opportunity to wish us all a constructive atmosphere and cooperation spirit in order
to ensure that these days will provide us all with new ideas and guidelines in the never-ending
task to make this continent a better place to live.

The importance of economic cooperation in Europe is a subject that cannot be
underestimated when we aim to achieve this task. The work of the Economic Commission for
Europe, especially in this stage of reform, plays an important role in this process.

Strengthening economic cooperation in Europe is something that needs to be addressed
and emphasized and | am glad that a relevant declaration has been prepared that will underline
its significance. However, we must ensure that the ideas expressed therein will also be put into
life via concrete deeds.

Estonia welcomes different regional initiatives in Europe that are targeted at securing
economic and sustainable development. In this context, | am glad to say that the economic
cooperation among the Baltic countries and among the countries on the shores of the Baltic Sea
can be a good example of how regional activities result in better understanding between
different States and improving their well-being.

During their five years history, both these initiatives have provided remarkable results via
significantly increased trade and investment flows, as well as technology and know-how
transfer. Sometimes | have a feeling that they deserve far wider attention beyond the borders
of this region. They can be taken as an example of a well-functioning model, even in spite of
the fact that a lot still needs to be done in this region to enhance trade and economic
cooperation in the wider sense.
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Estonia’s objective in its economic policy has always been the encouragement of
competition and entrepreneurial spirit through a liberal and non-discriminative trade regime and
openness regarding foreign investment and foreign exchange. This has been achieved by a
number of free trade agreements and conservative domestic monetary and banking regulations.
Implementing these policies and participating in various cooperation programmes, Estonia has
gained a position where we can declare our readiness to take more responsibility in securing the
same results in reform policies elsewhere.

We believe that learning by doing and "trade not aid" are the best ways to transform
national economy from a command-based system to democracy and free markets. We are
ready to share our experience in this field, whether it is privatization or restructuring national
economy in a broader field. This message is addressed to all counties represented here.

Another area of work of the ECE, which is closely related to economic growth and well-
being, is environment. Therefore, we consider it extremely important to ensure that while
implementing, both reforms and cooperation in wider sense, due attention is paid to sustainable
development.

Estonia shares the views expressed in UN General Assembly resolution 50/96 and
considers it to be of a substantial importance in eliminating economy coercive measures against
developing countries. Furthermore, Estonia holds the view that in moving towards a non-
discriminative worldwide trading system much more could be done in respect of developing
countries.

Estonia supports the proposals of the European Union for Reform of the United Nations
System in the Economic and Social Areas. We especially welcome proposals that foresee the
elimination of duplicated activities by different UN bodies. Therefore, a full review of the
functions and mandates of the Agencies is needed. We also hope for closer cooperation
between UN agencies, the international financial institutions and the WTO.

May | take this opportunity to wish us all the courage and effort it takes to solve the
tasks that face us. In conclusion | would like to express to this body good luck for a further 50
years to serve its member countries in the best possible way.

MESSAGE DE S.E. M. LE MINISTRE DES AFFAIRES ETRANGERES DE LA FRANCE
LU PAR M. L’AMBASSADEUR DANIEL BERNARD, REPRESENTANT
PERMANENT DE LA FRANCE

J’ai tenu aujourd’hui a@ manifester |’attachement de la France aux réalisations de la
Commission économique pour I'Europe des Nations Unies a |'occasion de son 50éme
anniversaire.

La France entend également renouveler, a cette occasion, sa confiance dans I'aptitude de
la Commission a s’adapter avec souplesse et dynamisme aux enjeux considérables auxquelles
elle doit faire face, avec ambition et réalisme, a I'aube du XXléme siécle.
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En effet, les taches multiples que la Commission s’est fixées depuis sa création n’ont,
pour la plupart, rien perdu de leur actualité et de leur pertinence. Sa vocation premiére, qui fut
de promouvoir la coopération économique entre les pays membres, revét toujours la méme
urgence depuis que la division artificielle entre les deux parties de I'Europe a cédé la place a une
période de rapprochement progressif mais irréversible des Etats et des peuples qui la
composent.

La Commission économique pour I'Europe est la preuve tangible qu’une aspiration
unanime a partager des valeurs communes et a tisser des liens économiques étroits, lorsqu’elle
trouve a s’exprimer au sein d’une organisation universelle comme les Nations Unies, peut
transcender les clivages idéologiques et politiques et contribuer a combler les fractures
économiques et culturelles, percues comme autant d’entraves injustes a la prospérité et ala
dignité de tous les Etats.

Il ne fait aucun doute que, dans le contexte actuel de concurrence accrue entre les
organisations économiques internationales, qui cherchent toutes une réponse adaptée au défi
majeur de la mondialisation, la Commission économique pour |'Europe des Nations Unies a
favorisé, dans ses domaines de competence propres, le rapprochement ineluctable de ses pays
membres, suscité la solidarité, provoqué I"harmonisation des techniques et des réglementations
dans des secteurs vitaux de I’économie, développé une interdépendance étroite qui limite les
risques de fragmentation géopolitique, de marginalisation économique et la tentation du repli sur
SOi.

Ces acquis considérables conférent a la Commission des avantages comparatifs
reconnus.

Cependant, la France considére qu’en insufflant un nouveau dynamisme a son action, en
se coordonnant mieux encore avec les autres organisations, la Commission est 8 méme de
donner la pleine mesure de ses capacités dans |'établissement de relations économiques
harmonieuses entre tous ses Etats membres et dans leur intégration coordonnée dans un
systéme fondé sur I'économie de marché et la démocratie.

C’est pourquoi la France se réjouit que la restructuration des activités de la Commission,
patiemment et sagement élaborée apres dix-huit mois d’une réflexion intense, a laquelle la
France s’est toujours efforcée d’apporter une contribution active, traduisent avec vigueur et
clarté une volonté de réforme concréte et pragmatique.

La France souhaite, ainsi que I’a rappelé Madame le Ministre des Pays-Bas au nom de
I’'Union européenne, une mise en oeuvre rapide de cette réforme et une évaluation réguliére de
ses effets.

Elle ne doute pas que cette réforme, fondée sur une concentration des moyens, une
rationalisation des activités et un souci constant d’éviter les doubles emplois, apporte ainsi une
contribution décisive a I’entreprise de rénovation et de revitalisation des activités économiques
et sociales de I'ensemble du systéme des Nations Unies, et notamment des autres Commissions
économiques régionales.
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La Commission économique pour I’'Europe a su, par son appartenance aux Nations Unies
et par son caractére a la fois européen et transatlantique, se faire reconnaitre une réelle
expertise par des pays qui appartiennent également a d'autres commissions économiques
regionales et qui n’ont pas forcément vocation & intégrer, du moins pour le moment, d'autres
organisations économiques européennes. Elle a également accru, en associant étroitement a ses
divers travaux des Etats d’autres continents, la 1égitimité de sa compétence économique et
technique et est devenue un pdle d’excellence reconnu au-dela de ses frontiéres.

Cet avantage incontestable doit étre maximisé dans des secteurs primordiaux
susceptibles de recueillir I'adhésion de tous les pays et de contribuer concrétement a
I’'amélioration de leur prospérité.

Ainsi, par-dela de sa fonction de forum démocratique propre a I’échange des expériences
et a la comparaison des politiques nationales, la Commission économique pour I'Europe peut
demeurer le lieu ol se concrétise la convergence des politiques économiques et des
réglementations techniques.

C’est pourquoi la France souscrit pleinement a la definition des priorités stratégiques du
nouveau plan d’action adopté a la présente session, et qui, sans rompre avec les acquis
antérieurs, n’en inaugure pas moins des domaines nouveaux et des méthodes de travail plus
souples, ainsi que des modalités renovées de coopération avec les autres institutions
internationales.

La mise en oeuvre de ces objectifs réalistes et pratiques suppose gu’une attention
particuliére soit portée, dans un esprit de dialogue et d’assistance mutuelle, a une évaluation
réguliére et objective des besoins réels des Etats membres et notamment des pays a économies
en transition. Mon pays se félicite de la création d’une unité spécialement créée a cet effet pour
donner une traduction concréte a ces demandes spécifiques, dans la limite des ressources
existantes, et pour autant qu’elle n’aboutisse pas a réintroduire des activités que la plupart des
pays ont jugées obsolétes.

De méme, la France se réjouit que le développement du commerce réserve une place
légitime a la promotion de I'investissement et de |'entreprise et au resserrement des liens avec le
secteur privé et la société civile, dans le respect des procédures en vigueur aux Nations Unies.

La France a toujours pour sa part participé activement, et souvent a des niveaux
importants de responsabilité, & de nombreuses activités de la Commission, dans le souci
constant de faire bénéficier de son expertise les organes de la Commission et les pays membres,
en étroit cooperation avec ses partenaires de I’Union européenne.

C'est la raison pour laquelle je tiens & vous assurer, au moment ou la Commission célébre
son 50&me anniversaire, de la disponibilité de la France a oeuvrer activement au succés de cette
entreprise stimulante de renforcement de la coopération économique dans la région.
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STATEMENT BY MR. MICHAEL UKLEBAR FIRST DEPUTY MINISTER
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF GEORGIA

Allow me on behalf of the Government of Georgia to join other speakers and cordially
congratulate the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe on its 50th anniversary jubilee
session. In doing so, | would like to point out that 50 years is rather a considerable period of
time for activities of any international organization. Throughout this period, ECE has proved its
viability, and good evidence of this is the result of the work carried out by this organization to
this day.

After the collapse of the former socialist camp and the end of confrontation, it seemed
that a new era of universal revival and development was coming. However, such estimates
turned out to be premature. Experience shows that side by side with positive changes in the
world, the evil legacy of the past is still strong. Moreover, alongside with old and new
dangerous challenges to the contemporary world have emerged: aggressive separatism and
nationalism, territorial expansion, and hotbeds of tension have taken shape within a number of
countries owing to economic recession. Considering the developing picture of the world, a
conclusion was drawn that it is necessary to overcome an additional stage in the history of
humanity, the so-called "transition period"”, to build a community of free and democratic States
without crises and conflicts.

Will the world community be able to achieve the objectives of the transition period? Will
our generation witness the advent of the era of global peace and economic prosperity?
Admittedly, it is commonly recognized that it is especially important that such international
organizations as the United Nations, OSCE and others, be made more effective and functional to
develop structures to overcome crises, promote the development of processes of positive
changes.

Taking into account the realities of the contemporary world we should not stop at what
has been accomplished. On the contrary, it is necessary to engage qualitatively new factors
and mechanisms with the purpose of giving ECE a worthy place in the evolutionary process of
all-European cooperation. In this connection, let me share with you some observations which,
to my mind, would contribute to the enhancement of the efficiency of ECE’'s work at the
present stage:

First: We consider the problems of the transition countries among the primary tasks of
ECE. Indeed, in view of the fact that ECE is an international organization competent in issues of
economic development of the transition countries, it would be expedient to strengthen its work
in rendering assistance in the elaboration of concrete projects and programmes envisaging
mobilization of external resources for needs of the mentioned group of countries. Working out
of problems of attracting foreign investments into concrete transition countries would contribute
to this work. In this connection, practical recommendations of the Commission must play an
important role.

Second: ECE is meant to initiate discussion of the issues of bringing the transition
countries into the world economic system and giving impetus to this process. In this respect, it
would be efficient to focus our attention, efforts-and means on the issues of regional
integration.
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In this connection, it should be mentioned that within the Black Sea Economic
Cooperation (BSEC), in which Georgia takes an active part, certain results were achieved in
many fields of cooperation and more attention is paid to further development of relations in such
spheres as transport, energy, banking, communications, environmental protection, etc. We are
convinced that such a kind of approach within the framework of the BSEC integration will
facilitate the establishment of direct contacts among the economic entities of the BSEC and
attraction of private investments from other regions.

Deepening of economic intercommunications within various European regional
associations requires a flexible approach to the integration processes, taking into consideration
initiatives of certain countries for a closer economic cooperation. In this context, the
Transcaucasian region, being the south-eastern part of Europe, objectively must take a worthy
place in the development of the all-European economic area. Georgia attaches great importance
to the rehabilitation and development of economic ties among the three Transcaucasian
countries. It is worth noting that the Government of Georgia, together with the Governments of
Azerbaijan and Armenia, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), European
Commission (EC), United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and United
Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) is organizing the Conference
"Transcaucasus: Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia: Prospects of Economic Cooperation”, to be
held in Thilisi on 29-30 May 1997, with the aim of determining possible ways of rehabilitation
of the lost contacts and establishing new economic links, taking into account the existing
situation in the region. In this context, ECE should concentrate its efforts on harmonizing the
functioning of the existing regional and subregional structures.

Third: As is known, the transport issue is a priority among the activities of ECE. The
same problem is a priority one for many countries with transition economies, especially for
Georgia, which at this stage is considered as a possible transport corridor in the Europe-Asia
exchange. Many projects exist within the framework of the Commission in the mentioned field.
However, it seems to be more reasonable to concentrate on the most priority ones in the
context of current developments, while looking for donors and sources of finance.

In this connection, | would like to mention the TRACECA-BSEC Conference of the
Ministers of Transport (17 countries) held in Thbilisi on 8-9 April 1997. During this conference
particular attention was given to the issue of linking of transport corridors related to the
Caucasian, Central Asian and Black Sea region. The probiems of development of regional
transport networks in the context of All-European cooperation and preparation of the Third Pan-
European conference which will be held in Helsinki on 23-25 June 1997 were also considered.
The necessity of the joining of the countries participants of the Conference to the UN/ECE
international transport agreements and conventions was expressed.

Fourth: To our belief, the institute of Regional Advisers is an important constituent of
ECE providing the possibility of a dynamic response of the Commission to the most topical
problems of the countries with a transition economy. The experience of Georgia - first of the
countries in which the conception of focused consultative assistance of the Regional Advisers
has been applied - is testimony to the significant possibilities of this programme. Therefore, the
direction of this activity should be supported with adequate resources so that the contacts
between the nations in need and the Advisers be frequent and thorough as the scope of
efficient consultative assistance stipulates.
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Fifth: We are deeply convinced that the most important factor in terms of coordination is
the establishment of strategic partnership relations between ECE and international economic,
financial, regional and other organizations engaged in ECE-related issues of development of the
countries in transition.

In this connection, avoiding overlapping is crucial, which means a detailed analysis of the
planned work by a given organization in the given situation of a recipient country.

The jubilee spirit of the present ECE session lays ground for optimism for the future;
here, once again, we are convinced that however complex the challenges facing Europe, our
determination to meet them prevails.

DECLARATION DE MADAME PATRIZIA TOAI, SOUS-SECRETAIRE D’ETAT
AUX AFFAIRES ETRANGERES D’ITALIE

Je voudrais dire tout d'abord que mon pays partage pleinement les positions énoncées
par la Présidence néerlandaise de I’Union Européenne.

Je remercie, ensuite, le Secrétaire général des Nations Unies, M. Kofi Annan, pour sa
présence a cette session du Cinquantiéme anniversaire de la Commission économique pour
I’Europe, qui est une indication de I'importance de cette commission régionale au sein du
systéme des Nations Unies. De meme je remercie le secrétaire exécutif, M. Yves Berthelot,
pour son action constructive et cohérente qui a clairement contribué a la bonne réussite du
processus de restructuration qui a caractérisé les activités de la Commission a partir de la
session de I'année derniére.

Nos remerciements et notre appréciation doivent également étre adressés au secrétariat
pour le travail qu'il a accompli malgré les incertitudes budgétaires et la réduction du personnel.
Efficace et remarquable a été le travail des principaux organes subsidiaires et des groupes de
travail. Une mention particuliére doit étre réservée au rble qu'a eu le Bureau dans la réforme et,
en particulier, son Président I’ Ambassadeur Willems: leurs efforts et leur persévérance dans les
négociations ont mené a la definition du Plan d’action et de la Déclaration qui constitueront e
point de référence pour la stratégie future de la Commission économique pour I'Europe du vingt-
et-uniéme siécle.

L’italie a toujours considéré la CEE comme un forum de dialogue, visant & une meilleure
compréhension réciproque et a la réalisation d’orientations ou politiques communes, et en méme
temps comme un forum de négociation d’accords visant a I’harmonisation des politiques et des
pratiques de ses pays membres. Cette harmonisation facilite, entre autre, les échanges
économiques et les investissements, I'intégration des réseaux de transport et rend plus efficace
la protection de I’environnement. Dans les cinquante ans de sa vie la CEE et ses pays membres
ont beaucoup changé. La Commission a toujours été en mesure de saisir |'évolution des
conditions politiques et économiques qui est intervenue. La réforme de 1990 et le nouveau Plan
d’action en sont deux indications concrétes.
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L’italie désire, d’autre part, exprimer sa satisfaction pour le résultat de la réforme obtenu
par le groupe d’experts, le Bureau de la CEE et le secrétariat. Nous souhaitons que cette réforme
puisse donner encore plus d’efficacité a |’action de la CEE; et qu’elle puisse aussi constituer un
point de répére pour la restructuration d'autres commissions régionales et d’autres organismes
similaires des Nations Unies. Je voudrais souligner surtout la bonté de la méthode appliquée
pour la réalisation de cette réforme. Les experts ont effectué une analyse profonde des activités
et des priorités pour décider sur qu’elles activités il fallait concentrer les ressources de la
Commission. Dans un contexte de ressources stables ou, dans certains cas, en diminution, il
est essential de faire des choix, méme si parfois il s’agit de choix difficiles. Nous savons bien,
d’ailleurs, que ce phénomeéne n’est pas limité aux organisations internationales, puisqu’il
concerne aussi les pays qui en sont les membres. Mais je pense, malgré tout, que la philosophie
de la réforme, "faire mieux ce que la Commission faisait bien", a été pleinement respectée, tout
en tenant compte des besoins de tous les Etats intéressés.

Les débats pour la restructuration ont été d’une grande franchise, mais toujours ouverts
et constructifs. Ils ont montré I’engagement des Etats membres pour élaborer une nouvelle
stratégie. |l est trés important que tous les pays membres aient contribué activement a la
definition et a I'exécution du Plan d’action: leur responsabilité est maintenant de faire en sorte
que cette restructuration soit un succes.

Je voudrais aussi exprimer mon appréciation pour le nouveau format de la Session
Annuelle qui me semble un bon exemple de rationalisation des activités institutionnelles qui
permettra de mieux utiliser les ressources limités de I'organisation et des Etats membres. Dans
cette ligne de tendance positive il faut aussi mentionner les efforts de la Commission pour
utiliser au mieux les moyens modernes de |'informatique pour une ample diffusion de
I'information sur ses activités. Il s’agit 14 d’un autre signe de la capacité de la Commission a
s'adapter aux temps qui changent.

Le cinquantiéme anniversaire de la Commission économique pour I'Europe doit étre non
seulement une occasion pour célébrer les résultats achevés dans la passé, mais aussi et surtout
une étape qui confirme le réle et I'importance de cet organisme dans le contexte régional.

Soyez convaincu, Monsieur le Président, que I'ltalie est engagée a réaliser les objectifs de
la réforme et qu’elle continuera a participer activement a toutes les activités de la Commission
ainsi qu’au renforcement ultérieur de son réle dans le but de promouvoir la collaboration
économique au niveau régional, qui est une condition nécessaire pour un développement
constructif dans un contexte de confiance mutuelle et de stabilité.
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BBICTYILJIEHUE IIOCJIA B.JI. YTEMYPATOBA, TIOCTOSHHOTO IIPETICTABUTEIIA
PECITYBJIMKU KA3AXCTAH IIPU OPTAHHU3ALIMA OBBETUHEHHBIX HAIIMM B >KEHEBE

[To3BoNbTE MHE NMpEeXJE BCErO BEIPA3HTh [NTy6OKOe YIOBJIECTBOPEHHE B CBSI3H C Batuen
nesSTeTPHOCTHIO Ha nocTy Ilpencemartesis 1 moxenats BaM, a TakKe BCEM WIEHAM MpPE3UANyMa
YCIIEXOB B PYKOBOJCTBE pabOTOM HACTOSIIEH CECCHH.

B »ti quu Komuccus orMeuaeT cBoi 50-jeTHRE 106unei. DTo BaXHBIA pybex B KU3ZHH
EDK, Korma oHa He TOJBKO MOJBOJUT HTOTH IHOJIYBEKOBOM NEATENLHOCTH, OLEHHUBAET CBOM BKIAJl B
0BI1IeeBPOIIEICKOE CTPOUTENLCTBO, HO H OIPeJIeNseT CBOIO OYAYIIYIO POJb ¥ MECTO B Pa3BUTHH
HKOHOMHYECKOI'O COTPYIHHUECTBA B PeTHOHE. KOMHCCHS OCTAaeTCsi YHHKAJBHBIM (hOpPYyMOM
B3aMMOIEHCTBHUS B DKOHOMHUYECKON 00JIaCTH €BPONEHCKUX M IEHTPANTbHOa3MaTCKUX rocynapcTs Ha
PaBHOIIPABHON OCHOBE. BBICOKHUH YpOBEHb YYacTHS B JAHHOHM CECCHH, MPEXKJIE BCETO CTPaH CHT,
LlenTpanbHO H BocTounoi EBpOMbI - HOMOJHUTEIBHOE CBUAETENBCTBO HeHHOCTH Komucenu miis
SKOHOMMYECKOM HMHTETrpalliy KOHTHHEHTA.

OJHUM W3 BaXXKHEHIITNX UTOrOB XOOHIENHON CECCHYU CTaHEeT NpuHsSTHE Jleknapanny 00
YKpeIIeHHH DKOHOMHUECKOrO COTpyIHMYecTBa B pernone EDK, koropas onmpenenuT CTpaTeruIecKue
HanpaBleHus 6ynymein nesrensnocty EDK Ha mopore XXI| Beka, OTpasuT HOBbIE PEANH B PETHOHE C
Yy4eTOM HOTPeOHOCTEHN W IPUOPHUTETOB BSKOHOMMYECKOIO Pa3sBUTHS CTPAaH NMEPEXONHOrO Meproia, a
tagxxe [1naHa TefcTBUI 110 TIPAKTHYECKON peopraHu3anuy KoMHCCHY, OTBEUalOUIEro TPEM
NpaBUJIBHO MMOCTABIEHHBIM 3ajayaM, a MMEHHO: LICJICHAaIPaBICHHOCTH, ru6KOCTH U 3 HEKTHBHOCTH.

Kak Ham mpencTaBisiercs, Oymyias gesTeabHocTh EOK JokHa coyeraTsh B cebe KaK yxe
3apeKOMEHIOBABIIKE ceOsi ¢ TOUKH 3PEHHUS BKJAJa B Pa3sBUTHE CTPAaH-4JIEHOB 06J1acTH, Tak U HOBBIE
IepPCIEeKTHBHBIE HAIIPABJIEHUS COTPYIHHYECTBA, OTBEYAKOLIHE JOITOCPOYHBIM 3ajajiaM pasBUTHUA
perdoHa. OT 4Yero-To, BEPOSTHO, B HOBBIX YCIOBHSX IIENECOO0Pa3sHO M OTKa3aThCs.

WuTepecaM Bcex cTpaH - wieHoB EDK oTBevano Obl, KaK MbI CYHTAEM, COXPAHEHUE U
NaNpHellIee HapalliiBaHue oBulero KOMIOHeHTa gearensHocTd EDK, B mepByio oyepelb B TAKHX
061aCTSX, KAaK IIPOMBIIIJIEHHOCTE, TOPFOBJS, TPAHCIIOPT, SHEPreTHKA, OKPYXaAKILNas cpena,
pa3paboTKa ¥ YHH(HKAIIUA KOHBEHIUH, HOPM M CTaHLAPTOB.

OmHMM 3 IEHTPANbHBIX HAlpaBIeHNH Oyaymen pa6oTel KoMHCCHI TOMXKHBI CTaTh, 6e3
COMHEHHSI, BOIIPOCHI TIOMOIIY CTPaHAM MEPEXOLHOrO MEPHONA, CONEHCTBHS NHBECTHIMOHHOH
NESATENBHOCTH, PA3BUTHSA MAJOTO W CPENHEro MpePHHMMATENCTBA. [IoNe3HBIM I paboTHI
KoMuccuu 6yIeT najibHeilliee pa3BUTHE COTPYJHHYECTBA C YACTHBIM OGU3HECOM INIPH YCIIOBHH YETKOTO
COBMIONCHUST MeXKIIPABUTEILCTBEHHOTO XapaKTepa KoMuccuu 1 ee MaHJara.

MBI IPUBETCTBYEM TakKXkKe IUIaHbI pacuiupenus coTpyanudectsa EDK ¢ npyrumu
PEruoHalbHBIMK M CyOperHOHaNLHBIMHA OPraHH3alisiMi, TAKUMH, KakK OBCE, Coset EBpomnsl 1
ODCP, a takxe ¢ Komuccuen Espomerickoro Coofmecrtsa. Kak 3ameTm Buepa I'enepanbHbIA
cexperTaps Opranusanuu OobequHeHHbIX Hanui r-0 Kodpu AHHaH: "KoMuccus Hallmia
[IpaKTHYECKHe MyTH YKPEILUICHHS COTPYAHUYECTBA € APYTUMH... OPTaHU3AUMAMY, WHCTHTYTAMH,
YCHJIMNA JHMAJOT ¢ TPaXJIaHCKUM OOIIECTBOM H [€JOBHIMHU kpyramu”. IIpemMeToM TaKoro
COTPYAHHYECTBA MOIJa ObI CTaTh COBMECTHAS MOJrOTOBKA aHAMTUYECKHX HCCIIENOBAHU,
OpraHM3aIysl COBEUIaHUN U pabouyuX CEMHUHAPOB, OGYILIECTBICHHE IPOEKTOB TEXHHYECKON U
KOHCYJLTATUBHOM ITOMOIIH, IMOAIOTOBKA KaJIpoB.
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Cnenyer oTMeTHTh TecHOE coTpyaHHUecTBO ¢ DCKATO B pa3zpaboTKe COBMECTHBIX IPOEKTOB
nast HentpansHo# A3uu. PeruoHanbHble COBETHHKH JBYX KOMHCCHI NPHCTYNMIH K peaH3anyy
CnenuanbHoOM mporpaMMbl 1iist crpaH Llentpansuon Asum (CIIEKA), mnes Pa3paboOTKH KOTOpPOH
6bL1a BEIIBHHYTA PecyGnmkoi Kasaxcral M 1eih KOTOPOH 3aKJIIOYAETCS B MAKCHMIUIM3ALHAH TeX
NPEUMYIIECTB, KOTOPhIE MOXET IOJIyYHTh JAHHBIH PETHOH OJlarofaps ONBITY M HapaGOTKaM BTHX
OpraHu3alym.

Cpeny HaMe4eHHBIX NIPOTPaMM - CTHMYJIHPOBaHUE MEXKPETHOHAILHOIO COTPYIHHYECTBA B
pamkax pernoHa EDK u DCKATO; pa3puTHe M KOOpOMHAIMS TPAHCHOPTHOM HHPACTPYKTYDHI;
HOOLIPEHHEe MPAMBIX HHOCTPAHHBIX MHBECTHULMH U nIpyrue. Peanmsalus 5THX NPOEKTOB XU3HEHHO
Heo6xonuma Kak PecryGmmke KasaxcraH, Tak M ApYTHM rOCYJapcTBaM PErHOHA, W OYEHb BAaXKHBIM
[IpPEeNCTaBIIETCA TENEph BOpoc X 5¢d¢deKTUBHOrO dHHaHcHpoBaHus. Ha Bcex »Tamax
ocyiiecTBiIeHHs MpoekToB B paMkax CIIEKA 6yayr mpeInpHHAMAThCS IIOIBITKH HAJNAgHTh TECHOE
corpynunyecTBo ¢ [IPOOH. Ilome3ysick TeM, 4TO B 3ajle HAXOUATCS MPEACTABUTENH CTPAH-MAPTHEPOB
W JIOHOPOB HAINEeH CTPaHbl, MHE XOTEJOCh ObI OGPATUTHCH K HHM C IIPHU3HIBOM pPacCMOTPETh
BO3MOXKHOCTb COHEHUCTBUS B (PMHAHCHPOBAHHMM IPOTPaMM, HPeICTABISIOILIHMX B3aUMHYIO TIOJB3Y U
HHTEPEC.

Kaxk rocygapcrso, mayinee no MyTd TECHOM HHTErpallHH B MHOI'OCTODOHHIOI) TOPIOBYIO
CHCTEMY M aKTHBHO NPHUCTYNHBIIEe K Impoueccy npucoemuHedns: kK BTO, Kasaxcran 6yner BcsueckH
IOAJIePXKHBATh NponoKeHne paborel EDK mo BompocaM o6iieyeHMs 10CTyIa TOBApOB M YCJYT CTPaH
[IEPEXOMHOTO MEPUOJa Ha MEXAYHAPOJHbIE DHIHKH, YCTPAaHEHHS IIOKA €lle COXPAaHSIOIIAXCS
NPENSITCTBUA M OrpaHMYEHHN Ha IYTH MX SKCIIOPTA.

Kak cTpana, He MMeloilast BHIXOOA K MODIO M B TO X€ BPeMsl PacCIIOJIOKEHHAsl Ha IepeKpecTKe
CTPaTEru4eCKH BaXXKHBIX Marucrpaned no nuHuSM 3anax-Boctok m Cepep-IOr, KasaxcraH npumaer
NPHOPHTETHOE BHHMAaHHE BOIIPOCAM Da3BUTHUS TPAHCIIOPTA H KOMMYHHKAIIMH B peruoHe. B ston
CBSI3M MBI IIpM3bIBaeM 0oJiee aKTHBHO YBSI3aTh MEPOIPHATHS B PAMKaX IIPOEKTOB B cdepe TPaHCIIOPTa
€ TPaHCIOPTHLIMH H KOMMYHHKAllMOHHBIMH HOTpeGHOCTAMH LleHTpanbHOM AsuM, KOoTopas NOJIKHA
paccMaTpHBAaThCSl KaK €CTECTBEHHBIN M Hambojee 5¢hdeKTUBHBINA CBI3YIONIAN MOCT MEXIY
o6mupHEIMA phIHKaMH EBponbr u Asun. C yueToM pasBuBarolerocs muanora EBpoma - Asps
aKTHBHOE€ Pa3BHTHE TPAHCIOPTHO-KOMMYHHUKAIITMOHHEIX cHcTeM lleHTpanpHOM A3HH HeceT B cebe
OTPOMHBIN SKOHOMHYECKHUY MOTEHIHAA EBpOITEI.

T'oBopsi 0 mpHOpHTETHRIX 3amavyax Ha Giuxamiee 6ymymiee B XX| BeK B 1I€JIOM, MBI BhLIEISIEM
OXpaHy OKPYXAaIOILIEX Cpedbl KaK chepy OCHOBHOIO BHMMAHHS B KOHTEKCTE YCTOMYMBOIO Pa3BHUTHSI
cTpaH - ugeHoB EDK. C 310 TOUKHM 3peHus, pa3paboTka W pealHu3alus CIelMaidbHBIX
9KOJIOTHYECKHX IPOrpaMM OIS Pa3JIWYHBIX PETHOHOB SIBIISIOTCS ONHOM M3 BaXXKHEHINMX 3a1ad
Komuccun. B 5TOM KOHTEKCTe MBI Obl IPHBETCTBOBAIM 2KTHBHOE IIPHBICYEHUE CICIIHAIUCTOB H
skcneproB EDK nmns m3ydyeHHs npobieM ApanbCcKoro Mops ¥ pa3paboTKH CIIELHaNbHON MPOrPaMMbI
II0 CIaceHUI0 Apalla IPY KOOPAMHAIIHK C APYTHMH CIIELHAJH3HPOBAHHLIMM areHTCTBAMH
Opranusanuu O6vequHeHHbIX Haluil ¥ MEXIyHApPOIHLIMM MHCTHTYTAMH, a TaKXKe OKa3aHUS
HEOOXOMHUMOM ITOMOLIY HaCEJICHHIO, IPOXKMBAIOLIEMY B PerHOHE GenCcTBHS. K 3TOMy NpH3BIBAET H
"AIMaTHHCKas Jejerauus”, NpuHsATas ri1aBaMu rocygapcts KasaxcraHa, KeIpreiscrana,
Tapxukucrana, TypkMeHHCTaHa M Y30ekMcTaHa Ha camMmMuTe B AlMaThl B ceBpane 1997 rona,
Koropas o6bsBiseT 1998 rog ['ogoM 3aIUTEI OKPYKAIOLIEH Cpelbl B peruoHe LIeHTpaibHOH A3HH
nox srupon Opranuzanun O6beIuHeHHBIX Harui.
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B 3akimouenne, r-H [IpeiceaTenb, pa3pellinTe BBIPa3UTh HAIly YOEXXKIEHHOCTb B TOM, UTO
EBponeiickas 9KOHOMHYECKass KOMHCCHS OYIET M fajiee UrpaTh POJb BaXKHOrO OpraHa
COTpyIHMYeCTBa rocynapcts Esporrsl ¥ LleHTpansHOR A3HM B TOPrOBO-9KOHOMHYECKOH M HAay4HO-
TeXHWYECKON 061acTSX ¥ 3HaveHHe Kommccuu 6ymeT enie 6ojiee BO3pacTaTh, YUHThIBas IIo0albHBIA
¥ MHOTOCTOPOHHHMI XapakTep €€ HeSTCIbHOCTH.

STATEMENT BY MR. GUNTARS KRASTS, MINISTER OF ECONOMY OF LATVIA

It is a great pleasure for me, on behalf of the Government of Latvia, to address this
Jubilee Session of the Economic Commission for Europe. This session marks an important
milestone in our common efforts to make the ECE more effective and useful for our countries.

The Economic Commission for Europe remains for us one of the major intergovernmental
policy forums for dialogue and for establishing norms and agreements on issues of international
economic and social importance. It is also the main body for articulating a shared vision that
advances European and internationally sustainable development.

Latvia believes that the ECE has a significant role in building dialogue between member
countries. During recent years the world has changed substantially. International organizations
have had to adapt in order to fit into a transformed political and economic environment.

The documents we have before us, and which we will have to approve today, outline the
ECE’s further actions and will be the basis for drastic reforms. Latvia is convinced that these
reforms will streamline the ECE’s work by strengthening its areas of greatest expertise and by
providing a clear vision of the future, thus allowing the ECE to enhance its unique role in
providing for dialogue between the governments.

Over the last five years, Latvia has experienced dramatic adjustments in the structure of
its external trade. A fundamental reorientation of the direction of trade has occurred, but the
adjustment has been painful. In 1991 more that 90% of exports went to the former Soviet
Union. By 1996, 70% of exports went to markets in Western Europe and the rest of the world
and only 30% to CIS countries.

We greatly appreciate what has been done by the ECE since 1991 when these changes
started to take place in Latvia. The transition from a planned to a market economy, a shift in
foreign trade patterns and massive privatization have been only some of the challenges faced by
the Latvian Government. At the same time Latvia has had to ensure its continued functioning in
the international economic community and its ability to meet the challenges and to seize the
opportunities offered.

Latvia also must adapt its government institutions and policy frameworks to support new
patterns of economic integration that promote economic development and growth. Latvia is
developing a national trade and investment strategy that includes negotiating and implementing
bilateral and regional trade agreements, completing accession to the WTO and utilizing
multilateral trade and economic institutions, especially the WTO, to Latvia's and its partners’
mutual advantage.
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This complex set of policies needs to be communicated clearly to the private sector, both
domestically and internationally. Therefore Latvia supports the ECE’s intention to involve the
business community in those of its activities that are of particular interest to the private sector.

Latvia supports the work of the newly established Centre for Facilitation of Procedures
and Practices for Administration, Commerce and Transport precisely because Latvia is one of
the important trading cross-roads between Eastern and Western Europe.

The ECE is already giving significant support to countries in transition that are wiling to
integrate into global markets by bringing their transport systems into line with those in other
countries of the region. The ECE must continue its work in this area by providing countries in
transition with assistance and information on common technical and legal issues related to the
development of coherent international infrastructure networks.

The Expert Group on private investment in large infrastructure projects has proven its
usefulness and we look forward to participating in the Forum for Promoting Foreign Direct
Investments in Transition Economies this summer. We also encourage the work of the technical
assistance programme on real estate development, and believe that this could be another area
where ECE expertise could achieve important results.

One of the priorities of the ECE is, and should remain in future, the environment. To
hasten the process of integration into European markets, and to improve the environmental
situation of Latvia, considerable support could be provided by the ECE through preparation and
publication of an "Environmental Performance Review for Latvia”.

| wish to take this opportunity to congratulate the ECE secretariat on its efficient
information collection and dissemination, namely for the comparative analysis of economic
statistics and development in the form of the Economic Survey of Europe. This is a valuable
tool for understanding the overall picture of economic development and for defining policy
priorities.

Latvia greatly appreciates the ECE’s continued assistance in the integration of countries
in transition into the European and global economy through its many activities.

During the past fifty years the ECE has gained experience and developed expertise in
various fields. This makes it a valuable instrument for development and harmonization of
economic policy as well as for refining policy implementation tools. Latvia supports a strong
and revitalized ECE which serves the interests of its members according to clearly defined
directions.



E/ECE/1356
page 30

STATEMENT BY MRS ANDREA WILLI, MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS
OF THE PRINCIPALITY OF LIECHTENSTEIN

Let me at the outset express my thanks and appreciation to the secretariat of the
Economic Commission for Europe and especially to the Executive Secretary of the Commission
for the excellent organization of this Jubilee Session of the ECE.

Almost two years after the commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the United
Nations, we can celebrate and congratulate today the Economic Commission for Europe for 650
years of work and success. The ECE represents for us member States an important
organization to express our views and problems and secures the consideration of our common
interests within the United Nations system.

The States meeting today are linked both by common values and common economic
interests and also share the history of the past 50 years. Today, all members of the ECE
subscribe to the principles of democracy and market economy. Maijor reform steps in 1990
allowed the ECE to develop deeper and wider areas of work and to assist central and east
European countries in rebuilding their economic structure.

In the spirit of mutual understanding, it is our aim to strengthen economic cooperation
and policy convergence in order to promote economic prosperity in the ECE region. Through
various conventions, norms and standards, the ECE contributed to prevent and reduce pollution,
to develop transport infrastructure, to diminish the risk of road accidents, to facilitate border
crossings and to simplify trade procedures. Various activities have taken place to assist the
countries in transition on their way to a market economy.

Today, we will adopt a declaration to pay tribute to the past achievements of the
Commission as well as a Plan of Action which will enable the Commission to meet the
challenges of the 21st century. Liechtenstein welcomes the principles and mechanisms set out
in the Plan of Action which meet in an impressive way the aims of focus, flexibility and
efficiency.

There are a number of international organizations which are working in similar fields. We
welcome the strengthening of cooperation with these bodies as well as with other regional
institutions and subregional groupings taking into account the proven advantages of those
organizations. It is also necessary to cooperate with such organizations as the OSCE and of
course the EU.

Liechtenstein has been an observer to the ECE as from 1976 and became a full member
in 1990. Liechtenstein is a member of several conventions initiated by the ECE. Being also a
member of the European Economic Area (EEA) and the World Trade Organization (WTO), the
membership in ECE is a useful and complementary means of safeguarding economic interests.
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1997 will be an eventful year for the ECE. The implementation of the comprehensive
reform will need a lot of energy. This year, the environmental concern deserves the member
States’ particular attention. In June, the United Nations special session of the General
Assembly will be held to review the progress on the implementation of Agenda 21 and to define
priorities and measures concerning its further implementation. Within the ECE region, the
emphasis will be on the preparation of the Fourth Ministerial Conference "Environment for
Europe”.

Liechtenstein is convinced that all member States of the Commission will benefit from
the reforms outlined in the Plan of Action which will strengthen the ECE as an instrument not
only for economic cooperation but also for peace and stability in the ECE region. We wish the
ECE continued success and the Plan of Action a good start and a successful implementation.

STATEMENT BY MR. VINCAS KESTUTIS BABILIUS,
MINISTER OF ECONOMY OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA

It is a great honour and privilege for me to address the Jubilee Session of the Economic
Commission for Europe. It is a real pleasure to congratulate the Economic Commission for
Europe on its 50th anniversary and appreciate what it has accomplished during all those years.

For half a century the Commission has played a great role bridging the West and East,
especially in the post-war period, serving as a forum for the exchange of economic ideas and
cooperation within Europe, a forum for dialogue and an opportunity simply to better understand
each other.

The new political realities of the last decade neither question its role nor require a
complete change of the direction of its activities. They only ask for certain effective
adjustments in the Commission, but not at the expense of its main areas of excellence.

Among new factors to be taken into consideration, for example, are expansion of the
ECE region as well as the transition of many ECE member States towards the market economy.

We support the ideas on regionalism expressed yesterday in this hall by the Secretary-
General of the United Nations, Mr. Kofi Annan. It is really a pragmatic partnership that governs
effective regional groupings. But the mix of elements on the basis of which the grouping
emerges may differ. And it determines the nature of cooperation. One mix of manageable
elements is for cooperation between the Baltic States, another for cooperation within the
Council of the Baltic Sea States, Lithuania being an active member of both groupings.

The Pan-European nature of ECE, therefore, in our opinion, requires the Commission to
continue to be mainly involved in transport, statistics, environmental protection, trade
facilitation, i.e. areas where common interest is strongest.
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The Government of Lithuania is of the opinion that the outcome of the negotiations on
the reform package in the ECE is a good compromise, reached in a spirit of cooperation, and
essentially accommodates all member States. We are convinced that it will serve as a good
basis for effective restructuring of the ECE, as an example for other United Nations institutions
to follow within the overall reform process.

To the extent possible, Lithuania actively participates in ECE activities. It is not without
the contribution of the ECE that Lithuania is well on the track of fast economic reforms which
profoundly reshape the country’s economic life. Let me share with you some of our
achievements and problems.

After regaining independence (11 March 1990) Lithuania embarked on a rapid reform
process of transition towards a market economy (liberalization of prices, creation of private
sector, etc.). The introduction of these economic reforms was rather complicated, therefore
economic recession was difficult to escape. In 1993 the Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
accounted only for about 40% of the level of 1989. The first signs of economic growth were
marked in 1994 when GDP increased by 1%. The country’s GDP increased by 3% in 1995 and
by 3.6% in 1996. In 1997 the increase of GDP is foreseen to be 5%. The growth of GDP has
been attained due to formed relations of a market economy, expansion of the services sector,
increase in manufacturing, etc.

Strict fiscal and monetary policies pursued by Lithuania resulted in a drop in inflation: the
rate of inflation went down from 1163% in 1992 to 13.1% in 1996. It is foreseen that
inflation in 1997 will not exceed that of 1996.

The unemployment rate has started to diminish recently. While at the beginning of 1996
the unemployment rate stood at 8.1%, the end of the year saw the unemployment rate
of 6.2%.

Foreign capital is attracted by establishing joint and foreign capital companies. There are
over 5,000 such companies on the register list. Direct foreign investments amounted to 450
million USD at the beginning of 1997.

In 1996 the foreign trade balance of Lithuania was negative and amounted to more than
1 bn USD or 14% of Gross Domestic Product. The negative foreign trade balance is conditioned
by import of mineral products {energy resources mainly).

In recent years the geographical structure of Lithuanian foreign trade has changed
dramatically. In 1993 trade turnover with the CIS countries accounted for 62.6% and with the
EU countries for 17.8% of the total Lithuanian foreign trade volume, while in 1996 it was
38.1% and 38.7% respectively.

Economic and social development of the economy of Lithuania is greatly affected by the
process of integration into the European Union. One of the basic tasks here is harmonization of
Lithuanian legislation with the legal basis of the European union.
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Nowadays the essential goal of our economic policy is to create conditions for constant
and dynamic development of the economy. To attain this goal, it is necessary to accelerate the
introduction of structural reforms, to support activities of viable economic entities. When
striving for membership in the European Union, we shall have to complete liberalization of our
economy, accelerate and improve the second stage of privatization, i.e. privatization for cash, to
reform the energy sector and radically improve its financial position. We hope that after having
accomplished these tasks, we shall approximate macro-economic indices of Lithuania to the
level inherent to member States of the European Union.

Lithuania has chosen the road of open economy: free trade agreements have already
been signed with the European Union, the EFTA countries, Czech Republic, Slovak Republic,
Slovenia, Poland, Ukraine. Lithuania’s trade with Latvia and Estonia is regulated by a trilateral
free trade agreement.

After enacting the Law on the Credibility of the Litas, the policy of a fixed rate of Litas
was pursued. At the early stage of economic stabilization it had a certain positive effect:
confidence of enterprises and population in the fixed currency exchange rate regime was
ensured, moreover monetary policy pursued by the Central Bank of Lithuania was free from the
influence of different economic groups. As we see it now, the Currency Board had a rather
significant impact on curbing inflation.

Decrease of inflation and of interest rate, increase of foreign currency reserves as well as
development of institutional financial markets created preconditions for the gradual expansion of
monetary policy measures and a return to the classical model of the functioning of the Central
Bank through gradual elimination of the Currency Board system. We hope it will create grounds
for future harmonization of the monetary policy of Lithuania with that of the EU.

One of the most urgent challenges is stirring up of the investment process and
accelerated updating of production on the basis of modern technologies. The general economic
recession of the last five years had a negative impact on the investment process. Investment
has decreased by more than 3.5 times. Only by 1995 did the investment process become more
active.

The investment policy is being pursued in accordance with the priority guidelines of the
development of Lithuania’s economy by directing funds for the development of energy,
transport, communications, environmental protection sectors, as well as meeting the most
urgent social needs.

It is my pleasure to note the increased interest of foreign investors in Lithuania. Foreign
capital flow into Lithuania helps to radically restructure the basic sectors of our economy,
update technologies and create new ones. Profits that are used for investment are exempt from
taxes. Contributions of foreign investors to the enterprise’s authorized capital that is being used
as long-term assets are brought into Lithuania free from custom duties. Profits that belong to
foreign investors by the right of ownership, and income or dividends received, can be
transferred abroad without any restrictions, subject to prior fulfilment of internal taxation
obligations.
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Three Free Economic Zones are being established near cities which are situated on
international highways convenient for transport links and which have a well-developed
infrastructure, sufficient resources of high-skill labour. Economic activity in these zones is
expected to add vigour to economic life in general thanks to the fact that the laws of the
Republic of Lithuania provide special privileges for operators in these zones.

Naturally, Lithuania has problems to be addressed. We hope for and would appreciate
the contribution of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, in accordance with its
mandate, in helping to solve these problems.

Abatement of air and water pollution, industrial and household waste management is an
area of global concern. Lithuania effectively implements a number of programmes in this sector.
We would like to appreciate here the active cooperation of European countries and significant
assistance they render to us in this field.

We acknowledge the concern of many countries about the safety level of the Ignalina
Nuclear Power Plant. At present the comprehensive Safety Improvement Programme prepared
in 1993 is coming to the completion of its implementation. in April of this year a new Safety
Improvement Programme, taking into account the Safety Analysis Report, Review of Safety
Analysis Report and recommendations of the Ignalina Safety Panel, was prepared and approved.
The new programme is planned to be implemented in 1997-1999. Our goal is to make the
Ignalina Nuclear Power Plant the safest in its class.

Lithuania is faced with the problem of diversification of supply of primary energy
resources. We actively examine possible ways of integrating Lithuania’s electricity and gas
supply systems into those of Western Europe. To the extent possible, we participate in projects
which foresee integration of the electricity ("Baltic Ring") and gas supply (the North European
direction) networks.

When speaking about the energy sector it is important to note that we plan, through
transferring the function of heating to municipalities, to commence and finish decentralization of
the heating sector by July of this year. Audits of activities of energy companies will be carried
out in order to define cost reducing measures in the energy sector. We shall further proceed
with firm action aimed at improving discipline in energy consumer payment. The State
Commission for the Control over Prices of Energy Resources and Energy Activities has been
formed and is accountable to the President of the Republic of Lithuania. The main task of the
Commission is to analyse, approve and submit to the Government suggestions concerning the
introduction of effective prices and tariffs.

While concluding this statement | would like to express my conviction that the
Declaration on the strengthening of economic cooperation in Europe and the Plan of Action to be
adopted later on will give a new impetus for the United Nations Economic Commission for
Europe to continue to play a significant role in the cooperation of its member countries in the
field of its mandate.
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STATEMENT BY MR. GEORGE W. VELLA, DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER
AND MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND THE ENVIRONMENT OF MALTA

May | first of all offer my heartfelt congratulations on your unanimous election to preside
over this important session of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe marking the
Jubilee Year since its establishment.

The presence of the United Nations Secretary-General, H.E. Kofi Annan, in the
celebration of the Commission’s past, present and redefined future as well as his most welcome
address earlier this afternoon, reflect in my view the dedication and commitment which our
organization attributes to the work of the regional commissions.

1 would like to extend special congratulations to the ECE secretariat, ably led by its
Executive Secretary, Mr. Yves Berthelot, for the very valid contribution it has been making over
the year which has helped in creating a climate conducive to dialogue and cooperation in the
region.

ECE and the Reform Process

This session is important to the ECE for many reasons. Apart from being a celebration,
marking its half century, it is also a "new start” for the Commission, as a result of our
decisions, over almost two years of discussions and negotiations. We believe that even in the
area of reform the ECE is also setting standards in the United Nations system, by starting the
process of reform in first identifying the priorities of the States members of the Commission.
This redefined role of the Commission will complement and contribute in a concrete manner to
the exercise being undertaken by the UN Secretary-General to restructure and revitalize the
United Nations.

Malta has been privileged to be involved in and to have contributed to this process, in
keeping with its tradition of its continuing concern with how the United Nations can be made
more relevant and efficient. It is for this reason that we have always insisted that while
discussing the reform of ECE we should never lose sight of the wider debate on the reform of
the United Nations.

New Strategic Directions

The adoption of the Plan of Action during this session of the Commission signifies an
important step forward and provides for a revitalized ECE that will hopefully "continue to
facilitate and strengthen the involvement of all member countries in harmonious economic
relations”. Malta views the Plan of Action as the culmination of a very detailed examination of
what the ECE actually does, what resources are available to it, and the affirmation of the fact
that it should continue to do what it does best in the opinion of its member States.

Likewise, the Draft Declaration on the Strengthening of Economic Cooperation, which
this session will also adopt, highlights in clear terms what the future of this organization looks
like and how it continue to be relevant to Europe, to the World and to the United Nations
system as a whole.
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The Plan of Action and the Declaration provide a firm foundation for the acceleration of
economic integration in the entire European continent. | would like here to make a special
reference to the new "Coordinating Unit for Special Activities” whose work is to be directed at
the needs of specific subregions in the ECE, including the Mediterranean, which can be
described as Europe’s gateway to the African and Asian continents.

The political, economic and social structures of our societies are undergoing tremendous
pressures a result of emerging new challenges including in particular illicit arms and drug
trafficking, money laundering, illegal migration as well as environmental degradation. Perhaps
no other region is so much exposed to these challenges than the Mediterranean.

It was therefore with a certain hesitation, and in a spirit of compromise, that Malta
decided to go along with the consensus reached on the Plan of Action and accept the changes
introduced to terminate or eliminate certain ECE activities that might have had some significance
to certain member States. However, our acceptance of the new mechanisms does not mean
that we will abandon our Mediterranean dimension within the Commission. On the contrary, we
will ensure that Mediterranean concerns will continue to be given careful and due consideration
in the Commission itself as well as in its Principal Subsidiary Bodies.

Malta strongly believes that the Economic Commission for Europe must continue to give
the Mediterranean Chapter of the Helsinki Final Act the importance it deserves. Indeed, the
intimate relationship which exists between security and cooperation in Europe and security and
cooperation in the Mediterranean continues to be as relevant today as it was in 1975, when it
was first enunciated in Helsinki.

| must here recall that for the last 20 years Malta pioneered and piloted a decision related
to the strengthening of economic cooperation in the Mediterranean at every Annual Session of
this Commission. Initially, and until very recently, the text of this decision mainly reflected the
link of the on-going valuable work undertaken within the CSCE, now the OSCE, in the
Mediterranean, in the light of the Final Act of the CSCE. At the Commission’s fifty-first session
in 1996 the format was changed and the decision took a more holistic approach in order to
reflect the important work being undertaken by the Euro-Mediterranean process. Through this
decision the ECE is now in a position to cover activities and areas of benefit to a wider
spectrum of countries including those styled as Mediterranean partners for cooperation within
the OSCE.

We welcome this development and we look forward to working with the ECE secretariat
as well as with other delegations to advance further the aspirations of the Mediterranean

countries in this Commission.

The Euro-Mediterranean Partnership

A few days ago, the Second Euro-Mediterranean Conference at Foreign Ministers level
was held in Malta. The decision taken by the Barcelona Committee to hold the Ministerial
Conference in Malta came at an important juncture in the evolving relationship between the
European Union and the 12 Mediterranean partners. The Conference came at a time when the
economic and social pressures on the littoral States of the Mediterranean are increasing and
become more pronounced.
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Malta believes that the Euro-Mediterranean process is making a valid contribution to and
is addressing in no small way the resolve to reduce the ever-widening economic and social gap
which for many years has been one of the destabilizing factors of the region. Malta feels that
the European Union’s initiative provides and offers new and innovative opportunities to reinforce
the much needed cooperation and collaboration between and among all participating States.

It was indeed of great satisfaction for the Government of Malta to have had the honour
and the privilege to have hosted such an impressive number of eminent leaders coming from
Europe and the Mediterranean States to what can be described as a historical gathering on a
small island that has given so much to ensure peace, stability and cooperation in an otherwise
turbulent sea.

The Malta Euro-Mediterranean Conference has confirmed the genuine and sincere will of
the Partners to commit themselves in safeguarding and nurturing the process that they launched
with so much vision and promise in Barcelona in November 1995. While the results of the
Malta Conference might appear positive but limited, in reality the results are impressive and far-
reaching.

The interlinkages between security and social development, which were moulded
together at Barcelona, have been reaffirmed and reinforced in Malta.

The Malta Conclusions have also correctly redressed the imbalance which existed in all
three baskets of the Barcelona Programme of Action where the political and security chapter
was overtaking progress in the economic and financial and the social, cultural and human affairs
chapters.

Malta’s primary objective within the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership process lies in
advancing initiatives which bring the Barcelona process closer to the individual citizens in our
respective countries, including cooperation in the areas of education and health; cooperation and
interaction between peoples of different cultures and religions; the promotion of human rights
and fundamental freedoms: the fight against organized crime; and cooperation at the
parliamentary and non-governmental levels. References to these aspects as well as other
important issues in the Malta Conclusions have been hailed by all the partners in the Barcelona
process as a most welcome and most encouraging achievements that provides a good basis for
the tasks ahead, leading to the third Ministerial Conference to be held in Germany.

The new Maltese Government’s primary objective is that of promoting and enhancing
peace, stability, prosperity and development in the Mediterranean region. Malta views the Euro-
Mediterranean Partnership as a meaningful and far-reaching dialogue which is in line with its
European and Mediterranean vocation.

The role which the Economic Commission for Europe could and can play in fostering
Euro-Mediterranean cooperation cannot but be emphasized. We note with satisfaction that the
documentation submitted to this Jubilee Session of the Commission gives considerable
emphasis to the efforts which the ECE has given in promoting Mediterranean activities. As a
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protagonist in these endeavours, Malta expects that these activities would not only be
continued but also that these activities of interest and benefit to Mediterranean member States
should be extended to include programmes and projects between the Mediterranean and the rest
of Europe, thus, to use the title of the High Level Round table, helping to forge cohesion in
Europe.

In concluding, | would like to reiterate again the commitment of my country to the future
of this Commission, which for the past fifty years has played a major role in the economic
integration of our continent, even in difficult circumstances. Fifty years of efforts by the
Commission to make our region a stronger and better one for our societies is an event which
deserves our full recognition.

Malta sincerely hopes that the new millennium will usher in a renewed and invigorated
approach in developing further the cooperation within the framework of the Economic
Commission for Europe, in being an instrument for the implementation of the principles and aims
of the Charter of the United Nations at the regional level, in being able to respond rapidly to the
needs of countries developing from the economic point of view, to contribute with other
institutions to a new spirit of concerted action and common purpose in the region.

Malta solemnly reiterates its full commitment and its readiness to work more closely with
all member States of the ECE so that this unique instrument of ours can manifestly and with full
reaffirmation contribute to the new European architecture that is evolving in our times. These
are times where as a key instrument of pan-European cooperation, the United Nations Economic
Commission for Europe can, with our full support and assistance, accomplish more for the
benefit of many.

STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE EUROPEAN UNION BY
MRS. ANNEKE VAN DOK - VAN WEELE, MINISTER FOR FOREIGN TRADE
OF THE NETHERLANDS

On behalf of the European Union, of which the Netherlands has the honour to hold the
presidency at present, it is my pleasure to congratulate the Economic Commission for Europe on
its 50th anniversary and its many achievements during these years.

We welcome the presence of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who we hope
will share with us his thoughts and ideas on the future of the ECE within the UN system.

The EU would like to express its appreciation for the efforts of the Executive Secretary,
in leading the secretariat through challenging years of unprecedented political and economic
changes in the European landscape. Given the financial restraints in the UN system, certainly
this task has not been easy.

In the context of the 50th anniversary we also celebrate the adoption of an important
declaration on the future orientations of the ECE along with a "Plan of Action” which
significantly changes the work programme and working methods of this organization.
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A good deal of the credit for this substantial reform package goes to the ECE Bureau and
in particular Ambassador Lodewijk Willems, who will nhow leave as chairman of the Commission.
We are extremely grateful for his creativity and perseverance in finding solutions.

We are confident that the new bureau which will be elected during this session will have
the same spirit of determination and commitment to fully implement the Plan of Action and to
further streamline the ECE. In this regard we offer Ambassador Naray, the incoming chairman,
our best wishes and full support.

Allow me to elaborate a bit more on the reform process. During the past two years we
had to make up our minds on what role the ECE could play as a forum for cooperation and
assistance. It was clear that choices had to be made. After all, resources are limited, the
environment in which the ECE operates is changing and the ECE is only one of the international
organizations in this part of the world.

From the start of this reform process on it was very reassuring, and | say this with some
emphasis to the Secretary-General, that among the member States there was a consensus that
we wanted to concentrate ECE’s work on those areas in which it had developed specific and
unique expertise. Those areas were found to be: transport, the environment, trade facilitation,
statistics, timber, norms and standards for automobiles and for perishable agricultural products.

Focusing the programme of work meant: “doing less things, but at the same time doing
them better”, but having more resources available to the sectors that remained. This implied
that certain activities had to be discontinued, either because they were no longer relevant or
because they were carried out by other international organizations.

Furthermore, as reform is a continuing process, we have established a consultative
mechanism to examine the relevance of the Commission’s activities on a regular basis and, if
necessary, make adjustments.

We have made considerable efforts to make ECE meetings more productive. Many of the
proposals to this effect have come from within the secretariat. Our immediate task after this
jubilee session is to implement the Plan of Action.

At the same time the European Union welcomes ideas that will further improve the
productiveness of the sessions and that may further streamiine the governance structure. In
this regard we thank the Executive Secretary for his recent note on the feasibility of having the
Commission’s sessions once every two years and on moving the session from April to Autumn.

We look forward to a thorough discussion on his note after this jubilee session. It is only
one element on how within the broader context of the UN reform we could improve the
effectiveness and productivity of our Commission. And again, | take the opportunity of the
presence of the Secretary General to single out one more element for future consideration. For
the ECE secretariat to be able to respond more swiftly and flexibly to the tasks assigned to the
ECE, a high degree of delegation of authority in the sphere of financial and personnel
management may be appropriate.
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We are experiencing developments which only ten years ago seemed unthinkable. At
this moment the European Union is on the verge of taking a number of crucial decisions with
regard to the future of European integration. In June the EU Member States expect to conclude
the Intergovernmental Conference in Amsterdam, thus clearing the way for the further
enlargement of the Union.

The political changes on our continent are still fresh in our minds. Despite the impressive
progress that has been made since then, the transition process in many of the ECE’s member
States still causes quite a number of huge problems, particularly in the economic and social
fields.

The EU continues to develop closer relations with the countries in transition through
Association Agreements and Partnership and Cooperation Agreements. With the Mediterranean
countries this cooperation develops through the Barcelona process. Accordingly, the EU is
adapting its PHARE, TACIS and MEDA programmes. Later on, the European Commission will
speak about this in more detail.

As the political landscape and the economic challenges in Europe are subject to constant
change, so must be the ECE.

The Economic Commission for Europe plays a significant role and will continue to do so,
provided it is able to respond to these developments effectively. | am confident that the current
spirit of cooperation that has made this reform possible will prevail in the many years to come.

STATEMENT BY MR. PER LUDVIG MAGNUS, ASSISTANT SECRETARY GENERAL,
ROYAL MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF NORWAY

The jubilee session marks a new era in the history of the ECE. The Commission will
confirm important steps towards a more efficient, focused and demand driven activity within its
mandate. This is the result of hard work carried out through close and constructive cooperation
between the Executive Secretary, the Chairman of the Commission, the Bureau, the secretariat
and the member countries.

The reform process, in which Norway has taken an active part, was necessary not only
because of budgetary constraints. It was just as much a result of the need for the ECE to
review its role and its functions within a changing political and institutional framework for
European cooperation. From a Norwegian perspective, we also see the ECE reform as a
necessary part of an overall reform of the United Nations, as put forward in the Nordic reform
proposal submitted to the Secretary-General in January.

Norway firmly believes that the reform process and the “Plan of Action" will take the
ECE a long step in the right direction. We now have the elements and structure to ensure that
the ECE can maintain its relevance and impact in the years to come. However, it is still mainly a
reform on paper. The hard work, which means transferring our objectives into concrete results,
still remains. | can assure you that Norway will do its utmost to take an active part in this
process.
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| would now like to comment on five specific areas of ECE work, namely environment,
energy, statistics, trade facilitation and timber. My Government is pleased that environment has
been clearly identified in the Plan of Action as one of the key areas for present and future ECE
cooperation, and that additional resources will be allocated to this area. Cooperation in this area
is dynamic and future-oriented. We attach in particular great importance to the further
development of regional legal instruments in the area of air pollution within the framework of
the Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution. This cooperation has resulted in
major improvements in the air pollution situation in our region and is leading to several new legal
instruments for limiting and reducing air pollution. We urge in this respect member countries
concerned to strengthen efforts to ratify the Second Sulphur Protocol, signed in Oslo in June
1994,

Environmental cooperation within the framework of the ECE has been strengthened
through the Environment for Europe process. Environment for Europe links governments,
international organizations, financial institutions and non-governmental organizations in a
continuous effort to strengthen environmental management and capacity-building in our region.
The ECE continues to perform a vital function in helping to coordinate preparations for the
Ministerial Conferences under this process. We expect that the next Conference in Denmark in
1998 will be an important milestone in this work. In this respect we strongly support the
efforts to complete by that occasion the important new Draft Convention on Public
Participation.

Active participation in the international debate on energy is given high priority by the
Norwegian Government. The international energy cooperation within the ECE has in our opinion
been particularly useful in promoting energy efficiency through the Energy Efficiency 2000
Project. It is important that the reforms in the ECE and the creation of a new Committee on
Sustainable Energy lead to a continued and targeted focus on practical energy efficiency. We
know that the challenges in this field are immense in the ECE region.

The ECE reform process has led to a downscaling of the activities in the field of energy.
In our view, there is no room for further cuts in this field if we want the ECE to continue to play
an active role in meeting the challenges of sustainable energy development.

For international cooperation in the statistical field the work of ECE through the
Conference of European Statisticians (CES) has been and still is of great importance. In
covering the whole of Europe, the CES is the leading organization in its field. To our satisfaction
its level of activity has not been reduced in the reform process.

We would like to emphasize that the primary function of the CES is to coordinate
international statistical work in the ECE region. There is no alternative to the Conference of
European Statisticians in its function as coordinator. In the future, we would like to see an
escalation of the work to improve economic, social and environmental statistics, and to increase
statistical comparability for the whole ECE area.
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In most industrialized countries top level political initiatives have been taken to implement
Electronic Data Interface (EDI) and Electronic Commerce, both in the private and the public
sector. In order to establish harmonized worldwide systems which meet the user communities’
needs, we still need more EDI standards as well as a simplification of international trade
procedures.

In this respect it is vital that the Centre for Facilitation of Procedures and Practices for
Administration, Commerce and Transport (CEFACT) is given the necessary resources to fulfil its
task, namely to supply the various user communities with EDI standards and abolish technical
barriers in international trade. Otherwise users will lose confidence in the ECE’s function as a
recognized international standardization body. A strong CEFACT organization is also a
necessary precondition for the ECE to be able to assist economies in transition to use simplified
trade procedures and to implement EDI and Electronic Commerce.

Finally, | would like to emphasize the value of the excellent work done by the Timber
Committee and its secretariat on market reviews on forest products, and the outlook studies for
the supply and demand for timber and non-wood goods and services. The Committee’s work in
relation to the Forest Resources Assessment 2000 in cooperation with the FAO will be a major
task in the coming years, and Norway is looking forward to participating actively in this process.

STATEMENT BY MR. LUDWIK DEMBINSK!I, AMBASSADOR,
PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF THE REPUBLIC OF POLAND

When adopting the Declaration on the strengthening of economic cooperation in Europe,
my delegation wants to pay tribute to the Economic Commission for Europe, which throughout
its 50 years history successfully served the diversified interests of the member countries and at
the same time was able to maintain its high professional profile. At every political and
economic breakthrough on our continent the ECE managed to adapt itself to new realities and
new demands.

The reform initiatives on the basis of the famous Commission decision O (45) marked a
first step towards seeking an appropriate place for the ECE on our continent, free of artificial,
political barriers.

The present restructuring, perhaps the most ambitious, is trying to meet challenges
resulting from both the new needs of member countries - the number of which has increased
considerably - and from financial constraints affecting the UN system. | am convinced that the
choices made by the Ad Hoc Working Group on Strategic Directions and Efficiency, assisted
with dedication by the secretariat and successfully guided by the Bureau under the chairmanship
of Ambassador L. Willems, meet our expectations and deserve our praise.

The Plan of Action we are going to adopt offers new opportunities to the Commission on
the verge of the year 2000. Its emphasis on the organic work rather than on discussions on
policy matters best reflects the changes that have occurred in our region. General acceptance
of rules of democracy and market economy in our region make obsolete and irrelevant any
ideological disputes at the Commission’s meetings, so frequent in the past. This common
approach permits and encourages us to seek jointly technical solutions to practical problems, to
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bridge gaps between more and less advanced countries, in order to integrate better our
economies and to soften the difficult period of "transition”. The ECE has an unquestionable role
to play in this process.

The challenges Poland is facing in environment and transport, most important domains of
the ECE work, often go far beyond our technological and financial possibilities. ECE’s
contribution in meeting them is therefore of great value for my country and it will be so in the
nearest future. We believe at the same time that ECE’'S experience in these primordial areas can
well serve the needs of other less advanced countries, for the benefit of the whole of Europe.
The programme of work of the two Committees is well focused and flexible enough to respond
to unpredictable developments.

We welcome with appreciation innovative methods of work in trade and related areas.
Trade facilitation, contract practices in industry, development of a legal and economic basis for
foreign direct investment accurately meet the needs of many countries in transition, especially
those from the CIS. The Commission is well placed to play an important role in finding legal
instruments matching interests of recipient countries and private foreign investors. The ECE
provides a neutral forum where interested parties can meet and elaborate relevant guidelines or
agreements. In this regard we support the increasing participation in the work of the ECE of the
business community, which contributes a fresh approach free of bureaucratic routine. It is also
in this spirit that we encourage the ECE to cooperate further with UNCTAD, the Bretton Woods
Institutions, the OECD.

The same words of recognition refer to the Commission’s efforts to assist countries in
transition in building up their real estate markets, improve their land administration and housing.
Seminars organized and Guidelines prepared in this regard by the ECE are of great practical
value and should be continued in the future.

it was with some concern that we finally agreed that in some traditional ECE spheres of
action like steel, chemical industry and to a certain extent energy, the programmes of work
should be scaled down. The lack of resources, one of the main current problems of the UN, as
well as decreasing interest of a number of countries, left little room for a reasonable alternative.
Poland reaffirms its commitment to contribute to the implementation of important tasks
remaining in these areas taking full advantage of the new ECE structure, outlined in the Plan of
Action. Some activities like those carried out within the Gas Centre, financed through a
voluntary fund, prove their efficiency and should encourage us to seek similar solutions in other
fields suffering from budgetary constraints.

Looking into the future, let me briefly refer to the ongoing UN reform, in particular of
ECOSOC in terms of preserving a specific role for our Commission. What | have in mind is a
regional follow-up to the major international conferences organized by the UN in Copenhagen,
Cairo, Beijing
and Istanbul and their social dimension. As it was stated on behalf of the European Union at the
ECOSOC session in New York last July, the results of the Conferences represented a major step
forward and the integrated nature of those results clearly demanded an integrated response.

We fully agree with this statement.
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In this context we do hope that the financial crisis of the UN will be overcome. It is true,
we need resources for emergency operations - peace keeping or peace restoring, which are
quite expensive. But we also need resources for long term preventive activities in the social and
economic spheres which might be less expensive and more productive. We should strive to
prevent the social problems from becoming a cause for concern in the context of peace and
stability in our region.

DECLARATION DE MONSIEUR ION CAPATINA, VICE-MINISTRE
DES AFFAIRES ETRANGERES DE LA REPUBLIQUE DE MOLDOVA

Permettez-moi de vous exprimer ma profonde satisfaction pour I’opportunité qui m’est
offerte de prendre la parole a la Session jubilaire de la Commission économique des Nations
Unies pour I'Europe et de m'associer aux félicitations exprimées a l'occasion du cinquantieme
anniversaire de la création de la Commission, des félicitations que j'adresse, au nom de la
République de Moldova, au Président, au secrétariat et aux pays membres de la Commission.

Une durée de cinquante ans d’activités est remarquable dans I'histoire de I’Organisation.
Actuellement, outre I’énumération des résultats obtenus, une analyse de I’activité de la
Commission durant cette période et une reformulation des priorités pour les années a venir
s'imposent. Le secrétariat de la CEE-ONU a énormément oeuvré dans ce sens et je voudrais
attirer votre attention sur quelques faits.

A travers son histoire, la Commission a participé d'une maniére active au processus de
redressement économique des pays européens ravagés par la deuxiéme guerre mondiale, a
I’augmentation du niveau de I'activité économique en Europe. Pendant une longue période, elle
a servi de médiateur entre deux systémes antagonistes, étant un instrument de dialogue et de
collaboration économique entre I'Est et I'Ouest. Apreés la fin de la Guerre froide, !a Commission
a été la premiére organisation du systéme des Nations Unies qui a tenu compte des
changements survenus dans ses activités, tout en soutenant le processus de réformes dans les
pays membres.

Il est difficile de tracer un paralléle entre la période actuelle et les événements qui se sont
déroulés il y a un demi-siécle. Nonobstant, les problemes qui se posent a présent aux pays de
I’Europe de I’Est sont similaires a ceux auxquels était confronté 1'Occident il y a cinquante ans.
Dans ce cas, la riche expérience accumulée par la Commission tout au long de ces années est la
bienvenue.

L'Organisation des Nations Unies se trouve a présent dans un processus continu de
réformes. La CEE-ONU a réagi promptement aux changements politiques de I'Est de |'Europe,
restructurant son activité et s’orientant vers le chainon le plus vulnérable de I'Europe - les pays
en transition économique.
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Les besoins de ces pays sont multiples et divers, mais une série de problémes sont
communs. |l s’agit de la libéralisation du commerce, du secteur énergétique, de la protection de
I'environnement, de I'industrie dans son ensemble etc. J’ai énuméré seulement quelques-uns du
spectre trés large des problémes qui nécessitent une solution urgente. L’expérience de la
Commission dans les domaines susmentionnés, les relations et le personnel qualifié sont trés
sollicités a I'heure actuelle.

Les transformations et les changements qui ont lieu actuellement sont également
caractéristiques pour la Républiqgue de Moldova. Il y a cing ans, un vaste programme de
réformes, ayant pour but primordial I'édification d’un systéeme démocratique et d'économie de
marché, a été lancé. Mais pendant cette période, nous avons été confrontés a divers problémes
d’ordre objectif et subjectif.

Nous comptons sur le soutien de la Commission économique des Nations Unies pour
I'Europe dans la consolidation et la dynamisation du processus de réformes, dans |'élaboration
d‘une vision claire en vue du passage a |'économie de marché, dans le développement de
relations économiques harmonieuses. Le réle de la CEE dans I'analyse économique, |I'élaboration
des conventions, de la réglementation et des standards communs pour les pays européens est
d’une importance particuliére pour la mise en place des réformes en République de Moldova.

Nous saluons et soutenons la coopération de la CEE avec les autres organisations
internationales qui ménent leur activité sur le continent européen. Conjuguant leurs efforts, elles
apportent leur importante contribution au déploiement des activités politiques, économiques et
culturelles en vue du renforcement de la paix et de la sécurité en Europe.

Un exemple éloquent en ce sens serait |'implication active de la Commission dans le
processus de création et de fonctionnement de I'Initiative de coopération pour I'Europe du Sud-
Est (SECI). La réalisation des projets proposés par la Commission, exemptés des formalités
bureaucratiques, conduira a I’établissement de liens économiques étroits et mutuellement
avantageux pour tous les pays, et aura un impact positif sur la situation politique dans cette
région de I'Europe.

La délégation de la République de Moldova désire s’associer pleinement aux évaluations
et aux appréciations sur la Déclaration et le Plan d’action exprimées par certains chefs de
délégations. Nous souhaitons également accorder tout notre soutien a la Déclaration sur la
consolidation de la coopération économique en Europe qui, a notre avis, est un document
équilibré, orienté vers la recherche de solutions pragmatiques pour les problemes cruciaux qui
visent a la consolidation de la coopération économique en Europe. Je voudrais souligner, en
particulier, la réorientation des actions de la Commission vers le soutien du processus
d’édification de I’'économie de marché dans les pays en transition d'un point de vue économique.

Je voudrais également mentionner que ces problémes pourront étre résolus seulement si
les pays membres de la Commission adoptent des mesures concrétes et adéquates. Dans ce
sens, I’adoption du Plan d’action en vue de la mise en oeuvre des dispositions de la Déclaration
est un exemple éloquent d’activité opérationnelle efficace. La République de Moldova est
disposée a participer d'une maniére active a la réalisation de ce plan.
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Je ne saurais terminer sans exprimer ma ferme conviction que les documents adoptés
dans le cadre de cette réunion contribueront substantiellement au succés des réformes
entamées au sein de la CEE et dans le systéme des Nations Unies en général, tout en favorisant
le développement fructueux de la coopération économique entre les pays membres de la
Commission et I'édification d’une Europe unie et prospére.

DECLARATION DE MONSIEUR LAZAR COMANESCU, SECRETAIRE D'ETAT
AU MINISTERE DES AFFAIRES ETRANGERES DE ROUMANIE

Nous célébrons ici, & Genéve, le cinquantiére anniversaire de la Commission économique
pour I’Europe, un moment historique sans précédent, qui va marquer, sans doute, son évolution
future.

C’est avec un grand intérét que nous avons accueilli I'allocation d’ouverture du Secrétaire
général, votre Déclaration liminaire et celle du Secrétaire exécutif, qui ont toutes mis en exergue
les acquis, I'expérience et les atouts de ce forum régional qui occupe une place unique de par
son appartenance aux Nations Unies, son caractére pan-européen et transatlantique, ses
compétences techniques reconnues, ainsi que sa faculté bien prouvée d'adaptation aux
changements.

Nous tenons, nous aussi, a rendre hommage aux cinquante années d’action multilatérale
de la Commission, ayant pour but l'intégration des pays de la région dans un ensemble cohérent
et harmonieux.

En fait, durant un demi-siécle, la Commission non seulement a survécu, mais surtout -
pour reprendre le théme de notre table-ronde - a démontré comment éviter les lignes de fracture
en Europe, en apportant des réponses techniques a des problémes politiques.

Tout en lui renouvelant notre confiance, nous considérons que la CEE-ONU doit
aujourd’hui bénéficier d’une nuvelle impulsion et d'une plus grande vigueur pour qu’elle
reprenne, de facon plus efficace et de concert avec les autres institutions européennes, les défis
de la région, a I'aube du troisiéme millénaire. Car la période actuelle I’exige.

Tous les pays membres ont adhéré a |'économie de marché et a un systeme politique
fondé sur la démocratie, ce qui leur donne, pour la premiére fois, la possibilité de faconner en
commun les objectifs et les politiques de la région.

L’élargissement imminent vers |I'Est de I’Union européenne, le renforcement des
organisations sous-régionales, le réle croissant des milieux d’affaires et des acteurs non-
gouvernementaux, le processus en cours de restructuration touchant I’'ONU dans son ensemble,
voila bien des développements qui vont marquer le mode de travail de notre Commission.

D’ailleurs, ceux-ci ont constitué les prémisses et les stimulants qui ont joué dans notre
décision d’entreprendre, ces derniers temps, une réflexion commune et un effort concerté,
visant une réforme en profondeur de la machinerie intergouvernementale et du programme de
travail de la Commission, qui réponde & nos soucis de concertation, de flexibilité et d’efficacité.
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Nous nous félicitons, Monsieur le Président, de voir ce processus - lancé sous la
présidence d’un représentant roumain et qui se conclut sous votre clairvoyante et dynamique
direction - aboutir a des principes, engagements et recommandations incorporés dans la
"Déclaration” et le "Plan d’action”, que nous allons si heureusement adopter a cette réunion
commémorative.

Permettez-moi quelques réflexions seulement, inspirées par ces documents, sur la
maniére dont les nouvelles orientations stratégiques devront se traduire par des mesures
concrétes, qui permettront de faire avancer |'intégration de |'Europe.

La premiére, c’est la nécessité que la CEE agisse comme un moteur de I'intégration
économique. L’objectif reste d’aider les gouvernements dans leur choix des réformes et des
politiques, dans le cadre d’une économie de marché. Dans ce contexte, nous attochons toute
I'importance au principe inscrit dans le "Plan d"action”, visant & ce que la Comission réponde en
priorité aux demandes spécifiques des pays en transition de la région.

Deuxiémement, il s’agit de la promotion d'une coopération avec les institutions régionales
et les organisations sous-régionales, qui soit fondée sur les complémentarités et les avantages
comparatifs. Il faut saluer le fait que |’'Union européenne est devenue un des principaux
partenaires de la CEE. Nous avons également en vue d’autres institutions actives dans la région,
telles que I'OSCE, I’OCDE, le Conseil de I'Europe, la BERD ainsi que des organisations
sous-régionales comme le Conseil de Coopération économique de la Mer Noire, I'Initiative de
I’Europe centrale. Il faut ajouter que le potentiel de la Commission s’est avéré, une fois de plus,
utile au lancement de la récente Initiative de Coopération pour I'Europe du Sud-Est.

En troisi@me lieu, notons le souci d'associer davantage les milieux d’affaires, les acteurs
non-gouvernementaux aux activités de la CEE. A nos yeux, la promotion des investissements et
I’appui a la consolidation des petites et moyennes entreprises constituent les domaines les plus
prometteurs pour faire avancer le partenariat entre les gouvernements et les entreprises.

il y a une longue et fructueuse tradition de coopération entre la Roumanie et la CEE-ONU.
Au fil des annédes, mon pays s’est vu confié I"honneur de présider, a trois reprises, la
Commission et d’'organiser, a Bucarest, les travaux d'une session pléniére, ainsi qu'une trentaine
de séminaires et ateliers de travail.

Les perspectives sont également bonnes pour développer davantage cette bénéfique
coopération que nous considérons complémentaire et convergente avec notre démarche
prioritiare d’intégrer le plus vite possible les structures européennes et euro-atlantiques.

Le nouveau gouvernement, issu d'une alternance démocratique au pouvoir, s’est
résolument engagé dans une réforme économique radicale, sur la base d'un programme
intégrant des mesures économiques, monétaires, fiscales et de protection sociale, convenu avec
le FMI et la Banque mondiale, et soutenu par I'Union européenne. La privatisation accélérée et la
restructuration de I’économie, I'encouragement des investisseurs étrangers se trouvent au
centre de nos efforts, en vue de créer une économie de marché réelle et performante. Ce sont
précisément les domaines ol nous attendons un appui technique de la part des institutions
internationales, telle que la CEE.
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Pour conclure, une Commission revigorée par la réforme entérinée aujourd’hui pourra
nous rendre encore de grands services. Voila un défi qui peut étre gagné.

BBLICTYIUJIEHUE I'-HA CEPOBA B.M., 3BAMECTHUTEIIS IPENCEIATEJLA
[TPABUTEJILCTBA POCCUNCKON ®ENEPALIUH

50-netue Espomneiickoi sxoHomuueckoin komuccun (EDK OOH) ormevaetcs: Ha ¢oHe
HOJMTHYECKUX M SKOHOMHUECKHX IepeMeH McTopudeckoro sHadeHus. Hmenno Espona crana
OTIPaBHOM TOYKOM STHX W3MEHEHHH M MMeHHO B EBpore 0CODEHHO BHUIHBI MX MACIITaOHOCTb U
ray6uHa. 3mech, B EBpolle, 3aKIajbIBalOTCS ¥ OMPOOBIBAIOTCS KAYECTBEHHO HOBBIE IIPUHIMIIBI 1
CTPYKTYPbI B3aHMOJEHCTBHS TOCYIapCTB, KOTOPhIE OKA3bIBAIOT CEPbe3HOE BO3JIEHCTBHE HA
cofepxkaHuEe ¥ GOPMBI TIIOOANBHBIX HHTETPAIIMOHHBIX MPOLECCOB, OyJb TO B 3aIlaflHON YacTH
Esporsl, Ha mpoctpaHcTee CoppyskectBa HesaBucumpix I'ocymapcTs (CHT), nu6o B A3uaTcKO-
tuxookeanckom peruone (ATP) u Ha aMEepHKaHCKOM KOHTHHEHTE.

ToIbKO YTO COCTOSIBUIEECS B paMKax ceccHm EOK mpencraBuTesibHOE 3acellaHue "Kpyrjioro
cTOJIa" HACJSIHO NPOIEMOHCTPHPOBAJNO IIUPOKHH CIEKTP, PA3HOILIAHOBOCTh U OCTPOTY CTOSIIIHX
mepe], HalllMMHK CTpaHaMH¥ 3ajad, B PEUIEHHH KOTOPBIX EDK npusBaHa ChI'PaTh CBOK BECOMYIO DOJIb.

MeHSIOIIHMECS TEOMTOIHTHYECKIE ¥ SKOHOMUYECKHEe PEeaiu TPeOyIoT Cepbe3HOH
KOPPEKTHPOBKH JeATEIbHOCTH BCEX MEXKIYHAPOIHBIX OPraHM3allHi. DT0 B IIOJHON Mepe OTHOCHTCH
k EBK OOH. SIBassch BO BPpeMeHA "XOJIOJHOM BOVHBI" €JHHCTBEHHBIM OOLIECBPOTICHCKIM
»KOHOMHYEeCKUM (opyMoM, B rmocnenue 20 ner EDK nocreneHHo TpaHCHOPMHUPOBANACH B YaCTb
OGLIMPHON CeMbHM MeXIYHAPOAHBIX OPraHM3alMA PErdoHa, AeATENbHOCTh KOTOPBIX BCC HaIlE
COIIPUKACAETCS, 4 TO M B3aMMOIIEPEIIETAeTCs, 3aTParuBas eIbId Pl 00IIUX JJI BCEX HUX ACMEKTOB
MEXJLYHAPOTHOTO B3aUMOLENCTBHS.

Kak crpaBefIMBO OTMEYAeTCs B IIPEJICTABICHHON Ha OLOOPEHHE CCCCHH Hexnapauyu 06
YKpEIUICHAN 3KOHOMHMYECKOro cOTpyaHHYecTBa B EBpore, EDK 1o mnpasy 3aBoeBajia BbICOKHH
MeXIYHAPOLHBIN aBTOpHTET. OGIIenpy3HaHHBIe OCTHXeHHs Komuccun B HOPMOTBOPYECKOH
JESATENBHOCTH B OOACTH OXPaHbl OKPYXKAIOWIEH CPejibl, TPAHCIIOPTA, NMPOMBIIIICHHOCTH, SHCPIETHRH,
CEJILCKOrO XO34HCTBA, CTATUCTHKM, SKOHOMHYECKOTO aHajiv3a ¥ Jp., UMEIOT HE TOJLKO
pernoHaNbHOE, HO BO MHOTOM H I'7100anbHOe M3MEPEHHE. DbdeKTHBHO UCIIONB3YsI CBOM
CPaBHHUTENbHbIE TIpeUMYIiecTBa, KoMuCCHs JOCTATOYHO YCHEIIHO aaliTUpyeTCst K MEHAROIIMCS
TONUTHYECKHM ¥ SKOHOMHYECKHM MOTPEOGHOCTSM cTpaH-uneHoB. HblHemHss pedopma EBK -
y6eUTeIbHOE TOMY HONTBEPXKIICHHUC.

Nestensrocts EDK masi Poccun, HaXofsIIERcs HA 3aKIIIOYMTENIBHOM STare Nepexofia K
DBIHOYHOM DKOHOMHKE, MMEET Ba’KHOC MPAKTHYECKOE 3HAYeHHE. B 4acTHOCTH, ¢ MOMOIILIO
KOMUCCHH MBI MCIIOJIb3YEM OIIBIT JPYIMX CTPaH B KayeCTBe KaTanu3aTopa HamluX cOBCTBEHHBIX
Ipeo6Pa30BaHUIl, YYUTHIBAEM €€ UCCIIEOBAHMS, PEKOMEHIALNY NPH pa3paboTKe HALlMOHAJIBLHOH
SKOHOMHYECKOH MOTMTHKH, BbICOKO LIEHHM Hallle B3aMMOJEACTBHE B 0OECIEYCHUH COCTHIKOBAHHOCTH
POCCHICKOrO 3aKOHOMIATENbCTBA M Pa3IUYHOTO POAA NMPHKIANHBIX HOPMATHBOB € €BPONEHCKIM H
0OIIEMHUPOBBIMH.
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Mp1 yOeXAEHBI, YTO JNeATeAbHOCTh KOMHCCHH Ha 0603PHMYIO MEPCHEKTHBY JOIKHA
¢ OKyCHpOBaThCA Ha HONIEPKKE YCHJIHMH CTPaH HePEeXONHOro MEPHOJA 10 HHTETPALUH B €BPONEHCKYIO
¥ MUPOBYIO 9KOHOMHKY C YIIOPOM Ha Pa3BUTHE HHBECTHLMOHHOI'O COTPYLHHUYECTBA, MAJOro
CpelHero NpeipUHUMATEILCTBE, YCTPAHEHHE UCKYCCTBEHHBIX NPEMATCTBUE B perMOHANLHOM
TOProBjIE. DTO OTBEYAJIO Obl MHTEPECaM He TONMbKO PoccHu, WO W BCEX HpYyrux cTpad - wienos EDK.

Ha naiu B3risin, cornacoBaHHbIE CTpaTerMYecKHe HAIlpaBIeHUs OVAyLleH gesrenasHocTd EDK
AJleKBATHO U COAJIAHCHPOBAHHO OTPAXKAOT LWIKUPOKHUI CINEKTP MPHOPHTETOB K INOTPEOHOCTEH CTpaH -
uneHoB KOMHCCHH, MMEIOIIMX Pa3JIMYHBLIA YPOBEHbL COIMANBHO-9KOHOMHYECKOro pasBaTus. B To xe¢
BPEMS OHW COCTABJISIOT HEKHHM OOLIMHA 3HAMEHATE b, 00BLENHHAIOIMA HHTEPEChl BCEX CTPAH PEIHOHA.
Takoe coueTaHue, Ha HAIll B3IJISL, OTPAXKAET YHHKANLHBIE KIIOUEBBIE XapakTepHCTHKH EDK:
YHHBEPCANIBHOCTEL M JIEMOKPaTH3M. B ueiomM PoCCHS TIPUBETCTBYET MEPLI 1O TIOBBIITCHITH)
acddekTUuBHOCTH AesTe ibHocTH EDK, orpaxenubie ® [Tnave neficreun. Wx peanusainus criocobHa
o0ecneunTh DOABIIVIO ONEPATHBHOCTL M ek THBHOCTL padorsl KoMuccun 1 ee BCIIOMOTaTeaIbHbIX
OPTaHOB, CEPhE3HYI0 HKOHOMUID OrpaHHYEeHHBIX pecypcos. Ceduac BaxKHO iaTh KoMmuccuu
BO3MOXHOCTE MOpaboTaTh B CTAOMIBHOM PeXKHME, UTO HACT BO3ZMOXKHOCTbL B ITOJHOR MeDE PACKPLITH
¢e MOTeHIIHAall.

Mp1 Y6C)K,II,CHLI B MEPCHEKTUBHOCTH HANGHEHILIETO Pa3BUTHUS B3aUMOIEHCTBHY KOMHUCCUH ¢
JAPYyTruMH JEUCTBYIOLUMMHA B PETHOHE DKOHOMHYCCKHMH OPTraHH3allisiMHi M HHTETpallMOHHBIMHA
MCXaHHU3MaMH.

Cpeny yCHEIIHBbIX MPUMEPOB MOA0OHOI0 MEXKYUPEKIECHUESCKOro B3aHMOIEHCTBHS -
corpynanuectBo EBK ¢ OBCE, nogrkmouenne Komuccun K peanm3ariyid UHHIHATHBLIL 110 PA3BUTHIO
corpyaauuecta crpad IOro-Bocrounon Espoust (CEKH).

B 5TOM KOHTEKCTE XOTeNOCh ObI HECKONBKO MOAPOGHEE OCTAHOBHTLCS HA 3HAYUTEALHOM, HO
ITOKA eIIle He BOCTPeOOBAHHOM ITOTE¢HIIHANE COTpyIHUYecTBa no JuHuKM EBIKCHI.

Coapyxectso HeszaBucumebix locymapers o0bvenuusger 12 pecny6nuk OsiBmero CCCP, Bce n3
KoTopbix gBastorcs yieHaMu EDK. CerojHs - 3To oIHga ¥3 KPYIHEHIINX B MHPE PErHOHAJIBLHBIX
PYNIIIHPOBOK, OXBATLIBaIOIIAs 00sIee NBYX JISThIX TEPPHTOPHH EBp0Oa3MaTCKOro KOHTHHEHTA C
HacenenueM 1moutH B 300 MaH. yenosek. 31eCh COCPENOTOYCHBI YETBEPTh MUPOBBIX 3a1aCOB
OCHOBHBIX BHIOB HPHPOIHLIX PECYPCOB M JeCHTas 4acThb MUPOBOTO MPOMBIIIJICHHOTO NOTEHOMANA.
BaxHo, 4ro K HacTOJIIEMY BpeMEHH B DOJBLILMHCTBE CTPAH TIPHOCTAHOBICHO MaJIeHHE ITPOM3BOICTRA
u, 6osiee TOro, npeodnagarIlel CTana TeHJIeHIHI €ro pocTa.

B pamkax CoupyxXecTBa - equHoe 00ilee SKOHOMHYECKOE ITPOCTPAHCTBO ¢ OOLIUM DPHIHKOM
TOBApOB, YCIYI, KAIMHTAla U pabover CHJIbl. YUpeXIeH IMOCTOSHHO JEHUCTBYIOIIUN HCITOIHUTEIbHbIN
¥ KOOPAMHUPYIOIWIHMI OpraH - MeXrocynapcTBeHHbIR »KoHoMmueckui komMutetr (MBK). i umero
yecTh 0bITh [Ipencematenem Ilpesunuyma u Konnernn 3Toro oprana.

IIpornecc MHTErpaluy IPOXOIHT B CHEHHPHUUECKHX YCIOBHSIX Pa3HOCKOPOCTHOTO Iiepexofa
HAIIHOHAJILHEIX KOHOMHK Ha PBhIHOYHbBIE OTHOILEHHs. K HacTosfieMmy BpeMEHH B OCHOBHOM
copMHpoBaHa HOPMAaTHBHO-TIpABOBas 0a3a, MIET IOMCK M 06paboTKa Hanbolee 3(pPpeKTUBHBIX
HampaBlIeHH# U HOPM COTPYIHHYECTBA.
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IMonsTHo, uro nus CHI, oTMeTHBIIEro HegaBHO cBoe mTHIeTHE, H5O-JIETHHH OMBIT
MHOTOCTOPOHHETO COTPYIHHMYecTBa B paMKax EDK mpemcraBisieT HCKIIOYMTENbHBIA HHTEpeC. B TO
Ke BpeMsl Mbl yOeXKIEHbI, YTO HaNaXXMBaHHME W PasBUTHe paGodero B3amMopmercTsusi mexny ESK
1 MDK 6yneT B3auM0oOGOrallialoluM | MOHIeT Ha 61aro BceX CTPaH HAIEro pPerroHa.

Bo BpeMs cerofHsIIHel BcTpeun ¢ cIonHUTEIbHBIM ceKpeTapeM r-Hom U. bepreno
06CyKIeHb! KOHCTPYKTHBHBIE MOIXO/bI, HANIPABIEeHUS U GOPMbI COTpyaHHYecTBa Mexny EDK
1 MDK. Hamwu mepemaHbl IPOEKTHI MEMOPAHAYMa O HAMEPEHMSX IO pabodyeMy B3aUMOIEHCTBHIO H
[IPOEKT IPOTOKOJa 06 06MeHe MHGOPMalHel, OTKPhIBAIOINHE IIMPOKHE BO3MOXKHOCTH IS HAIUUX
[IJIOJOTBOPHBLIX OTHOIIEHHH. BaXKHBIM IIaroM B 3TOM HANpPaBJICHUH IPHU3BaH CTaTh BU3HT B M3K 1no
HameMy rpuriamenuio gejneranud EDK Bo rnase ¢ MCIONMHUTENBHBIM CEKPETAPEM.

Tocriogud Ilpencenarens,

OnuH U3 BaXXHBIX PE3ePBOB MOBBILIEHHS dddeKTHBHOCTH KOMUCCHM MBI BUIMM B Gosee
aKTHBHOM BOBJICYEHHH YaCTHOrO OH3Heca B €€ JeATEeNbHOCTh. I[IepBBIM LIarOM Ha 9TOM HAaNPaBIEHMH
MOTJIa 6B CTaTh HOATOTOBKA CEKpeTapHaToOM Pa3BEPHYTHIX MPENJIOKEHUIA O HANMpaBIEHUIX, popMax
M MeTOIaX TAKOTO B3aMMOJEHCTBHS. YBEPEHbI, YTO XOPOUIYIO MHUILY JJIsl Pa3sMbILUICHHHA B 3TOM
IJIaHe JACT 3aBTPAINHMI "KPYIJILIA CTOJ" MO IPOOGIEMATHKE PACIIUPEHHS Kpyra MapTHEpOB EBDK.

B 3aKIIIOYeHME XOTeJOCh OBl MONTBEPIUTH HALIY TBEPAYIO mopuepkKy KoMuccuu. YBepeHsl,
YTO OHA JAJIEKO He MCYepriala CBOW IOTEHIIHAN M CIIOCOOHA HApPAIIMBAaTh BKIAJ B OOILEEBPOIIEHCKYIO
WHTErPAINIO ¥ Pa3BATHE BCEX CTPAaH-YJICHOB.

STATEMENT BY MR. JAN FOLTIN, STATE SECRETARY,
MINISTRY OF ECONOMY OF THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC

First of all | would like to express my particular appreciation to the Executive Secretary
and the secretariat for the excellent work done on the reform of the ECE since the establishment
of the ad hoc Working Group on Strategic Directions and Efficiency and the last session of the
Commission which was devoted to the reform of the ECE.

The reform was undertaken during the period of globalization of international economic
relations, and enhanced the integration of the world economy. | would like to draw your
attention particularly to the process of globalization of the production, economic integration,
enhancement of the ccoperation among countries, regions, integration groupings and
continents. These processes are linked to the increased flows of foreign investment, to the
setting up of new joint ventures and trade liberalization in the favourable multilateral climate set
by WTO.

Slovakia actively participates in the international economic processes through bilateral
and multilateral economic relations which are further promoted by its membership in WTO, the
process of integration of Slovakia in the European Union, as well as the ongoing process of
joining the OECD.
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A qualitatively new period of the economic transition of Slovakia emerged after the
achievement of macroeconomic stabilization in 1994-1995, which was accompanied by the
creation of the institutional framework of market economy which allows us to proceed with
restructuring of the economy, the development of small and medium-sized enterprises,
transformation of the industrial base and agriculture, improvement of infrastructure and the
completion of the privatization of the banking sector.

The performance of the Slovak economy further improved in 1996 achieving the best
results in the region in terms of GDP growth and inflation rate. At the end of last year the
inflation rate decreased to only 5.4% which is the lowest level among transition countries of
central and eastern Europe. The unemployment rate decreased to 12%. Official reserves of the
National Bank reached 3.5 billion USD in 1996, representing an equivalent of 4 months imports.
The Slovak authorities expect a 6% growth in GDP, an inflation rate below 6% and an
unemployment rate of 12% this year. Detailed written information about the Slovak economy is
available in the room for anybody who is interested.

On behalf of the Slovak delegation | would like to highlight the importance of the role of
the Economic Commission for Europe for the further development of our continent and in
particular for the prospects of the central European region. The activities of the ECE are
positively influenced by their transatlantic dimension. Slovakia highly appreciates the
independent economic analyses which reflect perfect knowledge of problems of the ECE region.

We attach great importance to the activities of the ECE and our participation in the work
of the organization. In this respect we would like to join the statements of previous speakers
who appreciated the contribution of the CEFTA countries and especially their willingness to
transmit their valuable experience in economic transformation to other countries in transition. In
order to eliminate duplication in our work and to streamline common activities, we are of the
opinion that an intensive and coordinated cooperation of ECE with OSCE, Council of Europe,
WTO, UNCTAD and ITC is required.

Slovakia has a great interest in cooperating closely within the framework of the ECE,
especially in its priority areas. One such area is environment which is intertwined with the
transformation of economies, and in particular with the energy and industry sectors. In this
connection | would like to inform you that efforts have already been undertaken in the field of
transboundary air pollution, which is of primary importance for the Slovak authorities. Slovakia
gives its full support to the preparatory process of the Regional Conference on Transport and
Environment, to be held in Vienna in November this year.

The development of a coherent international transport network is one of the important
goals set by the ECE. The reform process of the ECE in the transport area ensures that its new
form will respond to the needs and demands of the member countries. We fully support its full
implementation. Slovakia highly values the work of the Inland Transport Committee aimed at
the unification of the European transport infrastructure and legislation in which Slovak experts
actively participate.
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We highly praise the supplementary allocation of resources for the ECE “Regional
Advisory Services” especially in the field of facilitation of trade and implementation of EDIFACT.
The establishment of the Centre for Procedures and Practices for Facilitation of Administration,
Commerce and Transport (CEFACT) is a further step towards developing trade facilitation within
the framework of ECE.

Slovakia highly appreciates the sustaining of several activities within ECE in the areas of
energy and industry. We support especially the ECE activities in the field of metallurgy and the
chemical industry, which are pillars of our economy.

The reform of the ECE clearly shows the path to be followed during the process of
internal changes in other organizations of the UN system in the economic and social areas, such
as ECOSOC. Slovakia fully supports the initiative of the European Union to undertake effective
reform in these areas. To this end, Slovakia is ready to cooperate closely with the EU and other
member countries.

Slovakia appreciates the personal contribution of the Executive Secretary, Mr. Yves
Berthelot, and the activities of the Ad Hoc Working Group on Strategic Directions and
Efficiency. They both contributed to improvement of the financial and personnel situation in the
ECE through the effective use of resources and the definition of priorities adapted to the needs
and demands of all member countries. We also highly value the political will of all countries
which contributed to the discussion on future strategic priorities, the enhancement of the
efficiency of the work of the Commission and the achievement of corresponding savings. | am
confident that our deliberations at the 52nd session will help us to achieve the successful
implementation of the reform process in accordance with the Declaration on the strengthening
of economic cooperation in Europe and Plan of Action.

STATEMENT BY MR. MARJAN SENJUR, MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC RELATIONS
AND DEVELOPMENT OF SLOVENIA

This Jubilee Session of the UN Economic Commission for Europe is a special tribute to
the past decades of efforts and achievements in Europe.

The ECE has shown vitality and is now at a crossroads. It is facing new challenges in
Europe. In order to meet these challenges it is inevitable that the ECE should need to change its
structure and methods of work, but also to define new major areas of work and activities.

| would like to pay tribute to the Executive Secretary and the many experts involved in
coming up with the “Plan of Action”, which is a good basis for future work of the ECE. Every
member country can easily subscribe to greater flexibility, efficiency and focused work. Change
is needed, as was stated by many delegations.

On this occasion | would like to raise a few issues which may need discussion and which
support the need for change of ECE.
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First, a new positioning of ECE in Europe is needed. There is no doubt that there is a
need for a regional UN economic commission for Europe. However, the situation in Europe has
changed since 1947. There are now in Europe quite a lot of regional and subregional
institutions and organizations dealing with economic issues. Besides the UN Economic
Commission for Europe, there are also OECD, EBRD and many research institutes. The World
Bank is also active in Europe.

ECE needs to find a place among these organizations and institutions. There is not just a
question of complementarity among these as mentioned in the Plan of Action, but also the
question of competition between several institutions.

Second, an issue which | think needs consideration is the role of UN/ECE in integration
processes in Europe. There is on the Agenda of this meeting the adoption of the Declaration on
the strengthening of economic cooperation in Europe, which reveals the need to be active in this
field.

In Europe, there is now much discussion and action about the deepening and
enlargement of the EU. Some European countries, as for example Slovenia, are very active in
preparations for accession to the EU. There is EFTA. There is also the Central European Free
Trade Agreement (CEFTA) and a lot of activities in this regard. There are also many other
economic cooperation initiatives in Europe. ECE will have to adjust and be flexible in order to be
part and perhaps even facilitator of these many cooperation activities in Europe.

Third, it is also very important to define the areas of work in which the ECE has clear
advantages. It is not just a question of how, but also of what.

The Plan of Action defines the areas of work. | agree that statistics, economic analyses,
environment and so on are important areas of work. What | am missing in the Plan of Action is
the subject of economic development.

With enormous changes in eastern, central and southern Europe, less developed
countries appeared. There are now countries in Europe with a per capita income below
US$ 2000. In the European context, the average income per capita for EU countries is around
US$ 20,000. This may affect cohesion in Europe. 1| think that the issues of economic
development in Europe need more attention. Perhaps ECE could play a greater role in this regard
along with UNCTAD and UNDP.

Fourth, the Plan of Action focuses its attention on the subregion in Europe of so-called
countries in transition. This is justified since the UN agencies were not sufficiently present in
this area in past years. However, | would suggest that even more attention should be paid to
those transition countries in Europe which are less developed. Perhaps the issue of assistance
to them should be placed on the future agenda for discussion.

Some less developed European countries do not face just political problems, but also
economic problems, which have roots in much lower development.
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My Government has full confidence in the role of the Commission and the work of its

bodies. | hope that it will find a proper place in the changing and competitive environment in
Europe.

DECLARATION DE MONSIEUR FRANZ BLANKART, SECRETAIRE D'ETAT DE LA SUISSE

Quelques années a peine aprés sa création en 1947, la Commission économique pour
I'Europe des Nations Unies a vu son réle étre redéfini par la naissance, puis par le
développement et la persistance de ce que I'on a ensuite appelé la guerre froide. Ses activités,
entravées, en ont bien évidemment souffert et la Commission a été transformée en une
plateforme de dialogue technique entre deux systémes économiques opposés, fondés sur des
idéologies antagonistes.

Durant la majeure partie de son existence, la CEE/ONU s’est ainsi cantonnée dans un role
de vecteur de I'intégration technique des économies de ses Etats membres puisque les activités
de nature politique ne faisaient, par définition, pas I'unanimité. Je m’en voudrais d'ailleurs de ne
pas mentionner le fait que la CEE/ONU est longtemps restée la seule enceinte internationale o
un dialogue économique entre I'Est et 'Ouest du continent a pu exister. Que ce soit dans les
domaines du transport, des statistiques ou de la facilitation des échanges, le secrétariat de la
Commission a ainsi développé des connaissances remarquables en matiére d’harmonisation des
normes et des standards, qui lui permettent aujourd’hui de faire figure de “leader” mondial dans
certaines de ses questions. En outre, les publications économiques de la CEE/ONU ont démontré
que la Commission dispose de capacités analytiques remarquables.

Dans cette perspective, je souhaite saluer |'effort qu’a consenti la CEE/ONU depuis la
derniére session annuelle. Les travaux du Groupe spécial sur les orientations stratégiques ont,
sous la direction efficace de I’Ambassadeur Willems, pu aboutir a un résuitat - le Plan d’action
que nous adopterons demain matin - qui justifie a la fois les efforts des Etats membres de la
Commission et les espoirs placés par nous tous dans I"avenir de !'institution.

En effet, la nouvelle structure de la CEE/ONU de méme que ses nouvelles méthodes de
travail, contribueront grandement a améliorer la qualité de ses travaux ainsi que son efficacité.
Cet argument ne doit pas étre pris a la légére: il convient de rappeler que la réforme de notre
Commission est a placer dans le cadre global des efforts de rationalisation entrepris par
I'Organisation des Nations Unies dans son ensemble. Par I’adoption de ce plan de réforme, c’est
donc également un nouveau signal politique, positif et trés clair, que nous enverrons demain au
siége des Nations Unies a New York.
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Finalement, je souhaiterais vous faire part de quelques souhaits, ou plutdt d’un espoir,
que la Suisse place dans la mise en oeuvre de cette réforme. Cet espoir serait que la
Commission continue de renforcer sa coopération d’une part avec les autres organisations
économiques internationales actives en Europe, notamment I"OSCE, et d’autre part avec les
représentants du secteur privé. Si la CEE/ONU parvenait & jouer un réle déterminant en matiére
de coordination entre les différentes composantes institutionnelles coexistant a I'heure actuelle
en Europe dans le domaine économique, comme c’est déja le cas dans le domaine des
statistiques, un pas énorme serait franchi en matiére de coopération européenne. La CEE/ONU,
de par sa composition, de par ses compétences, et avec I’espoir que nous tous placons en elle,
mérite amplement les efforts que nous avons consentis pour assurer sa réforme.

BBICTYILJIEHUE T-HA PAXMATYJUIAEBA 3.P., IEPBOI'O 3AMECTHUTEJIA MUHHUCTPA
UHOCTPAHHBIX EJI PECIIYBJIMKU TAIIPKUKHUCTAH

MHe NOCTaBiIseT OTPOMHOE YIOBOJILCTBHE IE€PENATh BCEM BaM HCKPEHHHUE M CEPHCYHBIC
[IO3PABIEHNS B CBS3M C IMOJYBEKOBBIM Io6uieeM EBponeiickoll 9KOHOMHYECKOH KOMHCCHH
Opranmsanun O6senuaennsx Hamuit. Ocobble 1M031paBIeHHs] MBI XOTEJIM OBl apecoBaTh
Cekperapuaty Komuccuu, VcnonHUTEIbHOMY cekpeTapio r-Hy VIBy bBepreno, MpUIOXHBIIMM HEMANo
yeunui 179 3d@dEKTHBHOIO HAllaXXWBaHHS YCIENIHOIO COTPYAHMUYECTBA MEXIY IroCynapCTBAMU-
YIIeHAMH.

3a mepHoI CBOEro CyllecTBoBaHMs Kommccus MmoKasana ce6si MEXIYHapOIHbIM
WHCTPYMEHTOM, 6€3 KOTOPOTO CErONHS BCE MBI €iBa JIM MMeIH OBl B 106 3DEHUS PEabHYIO
IIePCIIEKTHBY DABHOIPABHOIO OBLEeBPOIEACKOr0 COTPYNHHYECTBA. B IepBbIe IOCIEBOEHHbBIE TOAbI
EDK 3aHsiach pelIeHMeM NPoGJIEM Xuibsi U B paspylieHHoH Espore. Korna noIuTadeckKuu Xomof,
pasBes CTPaHbI-YYACTHHMIIB! B IIPOTHBOCTOSIIME APYr Apyry 6joku, Komuccus 4yTKo oTpearnposaia
Ha CO3JaHHe ITPEIIIOCHIIOK s OOINEeeBPONEHCKOro COTPYIHHIECTBA U CTala OCHOBHBIM OPraHoOM LIS
BBIMIOJIHEHHSI PELIEHUI PKOHOMIYECKON "Kop3uHbl” CoBellaHus mo 6€30MacHOCTH U COTPYIHHIECTBY
B Espome. Kak Tonbko "XONOfHas BOWHA" NPEKPAaTHIACh M ONACHOCTD MHPOBOM KaTacTpodsl
OTOIBHHYJIAaCh Ha BTOPOH IaH, KoMHUCCHS MOCTaBUNIA HA IIEHTPAIbHOE MECTO BONPOCH! OKa3aHUA
CONENCTBHA CTPAaHAM C NMEPEXONHON SKOHOMHMKOH B CO3NAHHH DBIHOYHBIX WHCTHUTYTOB, Pa3sBUTHH
NeJOBHIX KOHTAKTOB M COTPYJHHYECTBA B MacITabax BCETO PErMoHa. DTOT BHYLIHTEIBHBIH IEpPEYCHb
cBugeTeascTByeT 0 ToM, yro EOK OOH 3anumaer mpovyHoe MECTO B MCTOPHH EBpormbl B BCcero mMupa.
Ona 9¢(EKTHBHO [TOMOTAET CO3[AHHIO CETONHSIIHET0 MUPA W 3aCIyXUBACT HAIEH IIPU3HATENbHOCTH
1 61arogapHOCTH.

3a 50 net KoMuccHusl npuo6pesia OrpOMHBIA OIBIT HaNaXKHUBaHUS COTPYAHHYECTBA U
Hapa6GoTaNa MHOIO MeXIYHapOAHbIX JAOKYMEHTOB, KOTOPbI€ MO3BONM/IM CTPaHAM-y4aCTHUIAM
AKTMBHO BKJIIOUATHCS B MEXIYHAPOIHOE COTPYIHHYECTBO. DKOHOMHYECKHI 0030p EBporbl
3aCNIYXEHHO CTal OJHHM M3 HaydHbIX M3JaHHH, CTHMYJIHPYIOLIMM [POQECCHOHANbHbIE JHUCKYCCHH MO
BOIIPOCAM DKOHOMMYECKOTO pa3BuTHs. CraTHcTHuecKue myOnukanuu Komuccnn sBiasioTes
[IEPBOKJIACCHBIMM MATEPHAJIAMH, MCIIONb3yEeMbIMHM HAIIMOHAIBHBIMU HCCIENOBAHMAMY MHOTHX CTPaH.
KOHBEHIIUH 110 KOHKPETHBIM BOIIPOCAM OPraHM3alldy TPAHCIIOPTa, TOPrOBIIH, OXPaHBI OKpPYXKao1en
cpenbl TIO3BONISIOT CETOIHS TOTOBUTHCS K PELICHHIO IPOOJIEM 3aBTPAIIHETO JHS. CraHjuapThl
KoMuccuy IOoMOraloT crpadaM 3¢ ¢eKTHBHO COTPYIHMYATh ApYr € APYTrOM.
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OnHAKO ClIeyeT OTMETHTB, YTO HE BCE MPOAYKTHI TBOPYCCKOM pa6oTel KoMHCCHE TOINIH IO
scex crpaH - yyactaul EDK. TamXuKuCTaH, HaIIpEMED, €lle He B NONHOM Mepe 3HAKOM C HHMH.
BeposiTHO, aHANOTMYHAsI CHTYAlUs CyIECTBYeT M B PAJle IPYTHX CTPaH PErHoHa.

K wect KOMHCCHE U €€ PYKOBOJACTBA 51 XOTeJ OBl OTMETHTH €€ IOCTOSHHYIO 'OTOBHOCTh
YUHUTBHIBATh B COMEPIKAHUM M METOJAX CBOSH paGOTHI M3MEHEHHUS, TIPOMCXOIAIIME B MEXIYHAPOLHOH
aTMocdepe. DTo KauecTBo KoMuccHM NPOSBAIOCE M B TOCNENHES BPEeMs, KOTAa aKICHT B €€ paboTte
ObLI TIEPEHECEH Ha BOIPOCHI CONEHCTBHS PHIHOYHBIM IpeoOpa30BaHusIM B CTPAHAX C NEPEXOJHOH
HKOHOMMKOH. Oco60 3HAYMMBIM COOBITHEM B 9TOH CBSI3H Hapsjy € oprasusanuen pabounx
COBEIaHMA ¥ CeMHUHAPOB MO IPOOIEMATHKE I1€PEXOMHbIX MPOUECCOB SBHIOCH CO3NAHME Cayx0BI
PETrHOHANBHBIX COBETHUKOB. DTH HKCIEPTHI, B YaCTHOCTH, MOMOTAIOT TagXMKHACTaHYy TTO3HAKOMHUTD
HAIIMX CIIeLHAJMCTOB ¢ HOPMaMH, CTaHJapTaMu M KOHBCHIUSMH, paspaboranabeiMu B KoMuccuu, a
TAaK3Ke COLEHCTBYIOT NPHUBIEYCHHIO B HAUIY CTPaHY HHOCTPAHHBIX HHBECTHIHN. MBI 0COGEHHO
arojapHs! PernmoHaabHBIM COBETHMKaM Komuccuy 3a COIEVCTBHE B CO3JaHUU BJIEKTPOHHOTO
[pencrasurenberpa TagkukucTaHa Ha VIHTepHETe H 32 CONEVICTBHE B pa3paboOTKe IIPOEKTa
"PyKOBOJICTBA JJisl HHOCTPaHHbIX HHBECTOPOB B TamxukucTade”. MbI HajgeeMcs, YTO IIporpaMma
cpOKYCHPOBAHHOM KOHCYJIBTATUBHOH MOMOIIH TaIXHUKHCTaHy 6YIET BHIIONHEHA B IIOJHOM 00BEME.
MBI COTTIAaCHBI ¢ MHeHHeM cekperapuara KoOMHCCHEM O TOM, YTO HAIpaBJICHHUE PernoHanbHBIX
COBETHHKOB TPeOYeTCs MONKPEIIUTh BHEGIOIXKETHBIMU PECypcaMy, U HaAeeMes, 19To CTPaHBI-TOHOPBI
HaiIyT BO3MOXHOCTE CIeNaTh 3TO.

B nacrosiee Bpems TagKUKHCTAH B TECHOM p3amMogeticTeun ¢ OpraHusanyen
O6venuaeHHbix Haumit, OBCE u gpyruMy MeXIYHapOTHBIMHI OPraHHU3aIMsSIMH CYLIECTBEHHO
NIPOABUHYICS B PEIIECHAM M3BECTHBIX MOJIHTHIECKHX poGJieM BHYTPH U BOKPYr cTpaHbl. Temephb
BaXKHO TOAKPEIHTh TOT ycHeX U B ILUIAHE SKOHOMHYECKOM. B ®TOM acIeKTe MbI PacCUMTHIBACM Ha
akTuBHOE cofenctere EDK.

Pecny6nuka TaIXUKHCTAH HOALCPKHUBAET HHAIMATHBY Kasaxcrana o cozganuu CriennaibHoR
nporpammbel EDK u DCKATO npu nopguepkke ITPOOH mis crpan LeHTpansHON A3WH K
pACCYUTHIBAET HA OLIYTHMbIHA BKJa® 3To¥ IIporpaMmbl B pasBUTHE LIEHTPAaNIbHO-a3HaTCKOro
COTPYIHHYECTBA M B PellIeHHE HAIMOHANBHBIX 33134 IO IEPEXOoly K PHLIHOYHOW HPKOHOMHKE H
HHTErpaliy B MHDOBBIE XO3SICTBEHHBbIE CBsi3n. HapeeMcs, UTO CTPaHBI-IOHOPHI MEKIYHAPOIHBIE
(UHAHCOBLIE OPraHH3allMK OKAXKYT NOIJAEPKKY ston [Iporpamme.

B macrosiee BpeMs Eppomnerickas SKOHOMHYECKass KOMHCCHSA SBISETCS XOPOLIO
HACTPOCHHBIM HHCTPYMEHTOM B3AUMOJEHCTBUS CTPAH Bounbiro#t EBpONEI, IPOCTHPAKOIIEHACS CErOJHs
oT ATIaHTHKE Ko Tuxoro okeana. Ha mopore BTOPOTO THICAYENIETHS MBI IPUBETCTBYEM Iexnapaliuro
EDK 06 yKpemieHHH YKOHOMHYECKOro COTPYIHHICCTBA B Espomne. [IycTh 3TOT AOKYMEHT IOMOXET
KOMICCHH YMHOXKMUTb YCHJIMS TIO PA3BUTHIO DKOHOMHYECKOTO COTPYMHMIECTBA MEAKIY BCEMHU €€
CTpPaHaAMU-WIEHAMH.
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STATEMENT BY MR. LUUBOMIR DANAILOV FRCKOSKI, MINISTER FOR
FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA

At the outset, allow me to express my great pleasure and honour of having the
opportunity on behalf of the Government of the Republic of Macedonia, to address this
significant jubilee - the 50th anniversary of the United Nations Economic Commission for
Europe. | would like to thank the Bureau for its tireless efforts during the process of definition
of the future priorities of the Commission. | would also like to take this opportunity to thank the
Executive Secretary, Yves Berthelot, as well as the ECE secretariat, and to express our
appreciation and satisfaction with the excellent results of their work.

During fifty years, the UN/ECE has been timely and continuously adapting itself to the
changes in the region and has directed its activities to achieving goals which were the most
appropriate for its member States. After each process of transformation, the Commission
emerged stronger. This is one of the reasons why the Economic Commission for Europe is
considered to be the most successful regional economic commission in the UN system. Its
activities in the areas of harmonization of rules, norms and standards have created conditions
for development of cooperation, not only among the member States, but have also been applied
on a global level.

The Declaration and the Plan of Action, which | hope will be adopted today by
acclamation, define the strategic directions of the Commission’s future activities and make its
structure more flexible, enabling it to be more efficient in fulfilling the needs of the member
States and changing realities in the region. In that respect, the Economic Commission for
Europe contributes to the efforts of the entire international community in the direction of
redefining the role and programmes of the United Nations. | believe that this will contribute to
making the whole UN system stronger and more efficient.

The Republic of Macedonia is strongly committed to building an economy based on
entrepreneurship and market principles. The creation of an open market economy is the basis of
our economic reforms. In that respect, the process of privatization is expected to be completed
by the end of this year. We expect foreign trade to reach a level higher than haif of the gross
domestic product. We are aware that the economic prosperity of my country depends on the
success of the market reforms and on growing participation in international trade.

Through implementation of such an economic policy so far, we have successfully created
macroeconomic balance and stability, which are evident in particular in the monetary sphere.
We have succeeded, in spite of the extremely complex environment, to curb inflation and at the
same time to maintain the stability of cur national currency - the denar. Our priority in the near
future is to revitalize investment activities. To achieve this aim, attracting foreign direct
investment is of great significance.

With regard to foreign policy, the Republic of Macedonia follows the principle of leading a
consistent peaceful policy. My country successfully maintains its politics of equidistance
towards its neighbours and is making great efforts to develop mutual cooperation, especially
with countries from the region. In this general foreign policy framework, foreign economic
relations have a significant role to play.
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Relations with the European Union are our priority, due to our permanent commitment to
become a part of a developed Europe. We expect the signing of the already initialled Agreement
for Cooperation with the European Union to take place in the near future. This Agreement will
be a sound basis in our further negotiations for realization of our final goal - membership in the
European Union.

Last April we signed a Declaration for Cooperation with the EFTA Governments, while in
November the first meeting of the Joint Committee was held, when a subcommittee was
established, and we are further working towards reaching an agreement for free trade.

We pay special attention to our participation and work in regional organizations and
initiatives for integration in Europe. My country is an active member of the Central European
Initiative, whose credibility is constantly increasing. The Republic of Macedonia is among the
first countries to have given full support to the South-east European Cooperative Initiative.
From the very beginning of the Royaumont process, The Republic of Macedonia has actively
participated in its work. The role which the Commission has in the South-east European
Cooperative Initiative is of great significance and is a good indicator of its flexibility to meet the
indicated needs of the region. We hosted the 5th Conference of the Royaumont Process held
on 8 April this year. These and other such initiatives have exactly the same aim - development
of mutual trust, increasing security and enhancing cooperation.

Finally, Mr. Chairman, | would like to point out the confidence of my Government that
the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, with its Declaration and Plan of Action,
which we expect to be adopted today, will become even more efficient and be a positive
example for successful transformation of the UN system.

STATEMENT BY MR. TUGAY ULUCEVIK, AMBASSADOR,
PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF TURKEY

| consider myself as privileged to represent my Government at this Jubilee Session of the
UN Economic Commission for Europe marking the 50th anniversary of its foundation.

May | hasten, Mr. Chairman, to express my pleasure at seeing a distinguished Minister
from Hungary, a country with which Turkey traditionally enjoys friendly relations and mutually
beneficial cooperation, presiding over this historic session. We are confident that under your
wise and able guidance our deliberations will come to a successful conclusion befitting the
importance of this memorable event.

May | also be allowed, Mr. Chairman, to fulfil a pleasant duty to read our the cable
message addressed to the Distinguished Executive Secretary by Prof. Dr. Tansu Ciller, Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Turkey on this auspicious occasion.

"Dear Mr. Executive Secretary,
On the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the United Nations Economic Commission for

Europe, | have the pleasure to convey to you my Government’s most sincere congratulations
and best wishes for the future of the Commission.
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As one of its founding members, Turkey highly values the past and future contributions
of the Commission to European integration, peace and stability as well as its role in our joint
efforts to design the architecture of Europe for the next century.

As has been hitherto, Turkey will continue to support the Commission for the
achievement of its objectives and be ready for enhanced cooperation.

Please accept, Mr. Executive Secretary, the assurances of my highest consideration.”

The existence of the UN Economic Commission for Europe is the evidence of the fact
that Europe is the name of a conceptual space far transcending the geographical borders defined
for the European continent itself. For more than four decades ECE served as a platform of
cooperation for countries of different political, economic and social systems. Today ECE
symbolizes the emergence of a new Europe. It embraces 55 countries from North America to
Central Asia which in recognition of their common economic interests have embarked on a
peaceful integration based on pluralist democracy, supremacy of law, human rights as well as
market economy and free enterprise.

It would not be correct to assert that all the 55 countries of the ECE enjoy the same level
of prosperity and development. Moreover, their cultural identities, languages and beliefs may be
different. However, we should see our diversity as a richness.

One of the biggest challenges facing Europe at the turn of this century will be to prove
its ability to convert this diversity into dynamism and comparative advantages for growth,
development and prosperity for all. ECE has an important role to play in this respect as well as
in bringing about a Europe free from breaklines.

Turkey attributes importance to and contributes actively in the reform process for the
ECE. We believe that its continued relevance and existence at a time when the UN as a whole
is going through a difficult period and also drastic changes in the European institutional
landscape are taking place, depends on its ability to display a vision for the next century and to
ensure focus, flexibility and efficiency in its activities. Turkey believes that the reform package
will not only give a new impetus to ECE in this regard, but will also better equip the organization
to contribute to the attainment of sustainable development as one of the major goals of the UN.
We hope that the Plan of Action may enable this organization to bridge the gaps between its
subregions and forge new partnerships in the economic field.

Turkey considers ECE’s interaction and cooperation with other organizations, institutions
as well as subregional groupings as useful and believes that a sound division of labour based on
complementarity is necessary for efficient use of its resources.

One of the subregional groupings which collaborates with the ECE is the Black Sea
Economic Cooperation. As the initiator and current chairman of this grouping, Turkey hopes for
an enhanced interaction between these two organizations.
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ECE is a comprehensive multilateral forum where member countries discuss and analyse
their common problems and work out convergent and harmonious policies for their solution in
the areas as defined in the Plan of Action. We see the normative functions of the ECE to
develop conventions, norms and standards as important and as being instrumental in fostering
economic integration in Europe. We hope that sufficient means will be allocated to ensure their
continuation. Turkey is confident that the activities to be redefined in line with the Plan of
Action will add value to the general UN development effort.

The Regional Advisory services are generally looked upon as the ECE’s operational arm.
We therefore consider them as important and necessary since they provide backstopping to
ECE’s normative functions.

For the international organizations to be viable they must be able to address successfully
common problems encountered by their membership. If the remedies offered by them make a
visible impact in tackling these problems, the interest and support of the member countries
could be sustained. During the implementation phase of the Plan of Action, both the secretariat
and the member Governments should share a sense of responsibility to work harder with a view
to rendering this organization more visible.

Before concluding my statement, | wish to commend on this felicitous occasion the
distinguished Executive Secretary, Mr. Yves Berthelot and his predecessors as well as the staff
of the ECE. Without their devoted work and much appreciated efforts ECE could not possibly
have achieved what it stands for today. They deserve our continued support.

STATEMENT BY MR. VOLODYMYR D. KHANDOGY,
DEPUTY MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF UKRAINE

An important step leading the European region into the coming century is being made
today. For half a century the Economic Commission for Europe has played a unique role in
promoting European cooperation in various fields. But it is the desire to place the ECE in the
new context created by the adherence of the whole region to the market economy system and
democracy that has called forth the efforts of member States and the ECE secretariat in
restructuring the Commission’s activities.

The delegation of Ukraine fully shares the thought expressed yesterday in the
introductory statement of the distinguished Executive Secretary of the ECE, Mr. Yves Berthelot,
| quote: "the Commission can take pride in its past. However, in a world of constant
transformation this past does not constitute a guarantee for the future”.

While promoting, together with other member States, the initiative on reforming the
Commission, Ukraine proceeded from the necessity to enhance the Commission’s efficiency,
adapt it to the new realities of today and strengthen the role of the ECE as a unique body
dealing with pan-European and transatlantic cooperation in the economic field.
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The process of consultations at different levels on strategic directions of future activities
of the Commission, its organizational structure and programme of work, which has lasted for
almost two years, is about to be completed by the adoption of the Declaration and Plan of
Action. | believe that we all have reason to be satisfied with the final outcome of this process
which was not at all painless and easy.

| think it is obvious that the Plan of Action has resulted from a compromise of interests,
sometimes rather different, of member countries. It may not fully meet our expectations. |
mean, in particular, the provisions of the Plan of Action that envisage a considerable cut in the
activities of the Commission, first of all, in the energy and industry fields. These areas are of
vital importance for Ukraine, which is carrying out the second stage of economic reform - that
of structural reconstruction of the economy.

However, fully understanding the need to cope with the shrinking resource base arising
from the cash-flow crisis experienced by the UN, my delegation would like to emphasize that
much depends on the implementation process and the ability of member States and the
secretariat to stick to the adopted documents.

We expect that in the process of translating into practice the basic principles of the
future activities of the Commission stipulated in the Plan of Action, the requirements of all the
groups of countries in the ECE region will be taken into account, priority being given to the
needs of economies in transition, accelerating their economic reforms and their integration into
the European and global economy.

In our opinion, the provisions of the Plan of Action concerning the establishment of the
Committee for Trade, Industry and Enterprise Development and groups of experts on steel and
chemicals in its framework, as well as reorganization of the intergovernmental mechanism in the
energy sector, should be fully utilized for further development of these important directions of
the Commission’s activities.

We also support the establishment of the Coordinating Unit for Operational Activities
which is vital in avoiding duplication and ensuring that reform within the organization is an
integrated and coherent exercise. We would like to stress that the scope of the Unit’s tasks,
especially those connected with coordination of operational activities of the secretariat’s
divisions and regional advisers for the countries in transition, requires strengthening of its
resource base.

My delegation would like to express its doubts regarding the advisability of biennialization
of the sessions of the Commission. We are not convinced of the practical and even financial
advantages of such changes which could only further formalize the role of the sessions and
weaken the influence of the governments of member countries on the activities of the
Commission.

| would also like to stress that if adopted such an option would lead to an unjustified and
unconstitutional change in the role and authority of the ad hoc informal meetings established by
decision P (45), which would practically substitute for the ECE regular sessions.
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The feasibility and indeed usefulness of a fully-fledged session of the ECE are obvious 1o
us especially at a time when the Commission commences practical implementation of the Plan
of Action and enters a period of substantial and profound reorganization of its activities, which
is expected to be neither easy nor painless, and will require a more focused and permanent
attention on the part of member States.

In conclusion the delegation of Ukraine would like to express confidence that the
Commission will emerge from this reform process strengthened and better equipped to serve as
an important instrument for dialogue and cooperation in Europe.

STATEMENT BY MS. LESLIE GERSON, CHARGE D'AFFAIRES a.i.,
UNITED STATES MISSION

It is with great pleasure that the United States is participating in this Jubilee Session of
the Economic Commission for Europe. On behalf of my Government, | would like to express our
appreciation to the Chairman, the Executive Secretary, and to the secretariat for the fine
preparations for this meeting.

The economic ties that unite the United States and Europe are strong and vibrant. In
fact, the US-European economic relationship is the largest in the world, with two-way trade of
over USD 300 billion and total stock of investment of over USD 700 billion. In troubled years of
the past, the ECE provided a bridge between the free market economies of the west and the
centrally planned economies of the east. Today, with open markets accepted throughout the
region, the ECE stands ready to encourage cooperative economic development and assist less
well-off members with their integration into the global economy.

Fifty years ago, when members met for the first session of the Commission, the US
delegation noted that the ECE was formed "to promote the most effective employment of the
human and national resources of Europe, for the benefit of all”. Success, in turn, would be
measured by the ECE’s ability to help find prompt solutions to the urgent problems facing
Europe in its recovery from World War Il.

And succeed it has. From its early years when it helped implement the Marshall Plan, the
ECE has grown to play a significant role in all the major European and transatlantic economic
themes of our times. Its activities have ranged from enhancing economic cooperation to
implementing important environmental conventions to improving transportation infrastructures.
The ECE has helped set important standards for agricuitural products and motor vehicles,
pointed the way for more efficient use of energy resources, and has been an important source
of economic and statistical data.

But the ECE is not an institution rooted in the past, nor has its longevity prevented the
ECE from adapting to change. When rapid geopolitical developments of the last decade raised
new questions about the mandate of this commission, the ECE demonstrated its ability to renew
itself and redefine its mission.
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This ability to evolve was more recently demonstrated several months ago when, under
the able leadership of Executive Secretary Berthelot, the ECE launched a reform exercise aimed
at setting goals and priorities for the next century and for adjusting resource use to reflect
future directions and current global financial realities. This ambitious effort was not without its
difficult moments. In addition to differences of opinion about the scope and direction of change,
the relative merits of many programmes were often debated. In the end, however, what
emerged was a process notable for its spirit of cooperation and its commitment to getting
results.

The secretariat provided useful data on work elements, budgets and staffing and
responded to a range of requests from members for other information. Members, in turn,
worked together to identify priorities and assess the Commission’s relative strengths. All
members participated as full partners in this exercise and each contributed to the success of the
final restructuring plan.

At the same time, this was notably an open process. The Chairman and the Executive
Secretary made every effort to stimulate frank discussions. Input from all members was
encouraged and delegations consulted among themselves on evolving positions. In the end, we
crafted the reform package we hope to adopt during this annual session, one that may not give
every nation everything it wanted but certainly one that addresses the high priority needs of
member States.

A year ago, our task of initiating reform and setting priorities for the ECE acceptable to all
members seemed a formidable task. Today, we are ready to adopt this package as we
celebrate the ECE’s 50th birthday. In that sense, the ECE reflects a unique potential of the UN
as a whole: the potential not always realized of finding a realistic solution through open and
honest dialogue despite often strongly held differences of opinion and focus.

While my Government is pleased with the progress on ECE reform, we by no means
believe that this represents the end point of our efforts. All of us understand that reform is a
dynamic process, and this recent exercise has heightened this awareness. The consultative
mechanism that has been proposed in the Plan of Action, coupled with a desire for flexibility and
openness, should permit member States and the secretariat to engage in an ongoing review of
ways to improve further the ECE’s work programmes and operations, its governance, and its
cost-effectiveness.

We believe that the new reform package will give members and the secretariat alike a
new and effective tool for responding quickly and efficiently to the changing needs of members.
This should include accepting new ideas, dropping outmoded ones, enhancing cooperation with
other institutions, and finding balance between the different needs of ECE members. All of this,
of course, has to be done in an environment of significant resource constraints. It may sound
like a daunting task, but members have amply demonstrated in the past their commitment to the
success of the Commission’s work. We will do no less in the next century, as the region - and
this institution - continue to evolve.
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Just as our predecessors in the aftermath of World War |l acted to create a new
institutional framework, our generation is looking forward to the challenges of a new century
and a new age. We, the member States, must take the spirit that has guided our discussions
these past months - the spirit of reform and renewal - and make it part of our ongoing
endeavours within the ECE. Indeed, our governments must work together to engender this
same spirit throughout the UN system - to promote an ongoing commitment that all parts of the
United Nations engage in constant renewal, for only by adapting and changing can the United
Nations respond effectively to the needs of its members and the challenges of a new century.

STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION BY VASCO RAMOS,
DEPUTY DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR EXTERNAL RELATIONS

Allow me to join the Presidency of the European Union in congratulating the ECE on its
many achievements during the last 50 years.

We are looking forward with optimism to the role it can continue to play in the future.
The Declaration to be adopted today and the Plan of Action which the Executive Secretary is
now implementing will ensure that ECE can fulfil this role effectively and efficiently. | would like
to join all those who have congratulated the outgoing Bureau - and particularly Ambassador
Willems - and the Executive Secretary and his staff on their work. | wish the new Bureau every
success in the implementation phase of these changes.

The evolution of the transition process, which is our major preoccupation in this forum, is
inevitably uneven. Nevertheless, there are signs of consolidation of progress already achieved in
many parts of the ECE region.

Iin the European Union, economic activity accelerated during 1996. Against this positive
background, convergence is also expected to improve: the expectation is for a significant
number of Member States to meet the necessary conditions to participate in Economic and
Monetary Union from the outset. Fulfilment of convergence criteria will be assessed at the
beginning of 1998 on the basis of the performance in 1997. The major challenge for EU
economic policy in the coming years is employment creation against the background of
budgetary consolidation and convergence. Fiscal restraint and the requirements for participation
in EMU could represent a constraint for solving the unemployment problem, but this will not be
so if economic policy can produce a stable macro-economic envircnment which is favourable to
growth.

The European Union has, furthermore, continued its large scale political, economic and
technical support for the European countries in transition. With the countries of central and
eastern Europe, our relations are based on the Association Agreements concluded some years
ago. These agreements lead to far-reaching integration with the EU in areas such as industrial
free trade, service industries, competition policy, approximation of legislation and economic
cooperation. They also provide for political dialogue, financial support and cultural cooperation.
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Following the decisions of the Copenhagen and Essen European Councils, our efforts
have turned towards implementing the pre-accession strategy for the 10 countries who have
applied for membership of the EU. This involves their progressive integration into the internal
market of the EU. Key elements are the harmonization of their legislation with that of the EU,
the reorientation of the PHARE programme as the financial instrument of the strategy - and thus
away from its former demand-driven approach, the structured dialogue on issues of common
interest and the on-going implementation of the full provisions of the Association Agreements.
The Commission is drawing up Opinions on the preparedness of each of the candidate countries
to assume the obligations of EU membership. These will be sent to the Council after the
conclusion of the Intergovernmental Conference later this year and will be the basis for the
decisions to be taken.

The EU is by far the greatest source of assistance to the countries of central and eastern
Europe and coordinates western aid in the G 24. The EU share amounts to some 70% of all aid,
excluding the international financial institutions. The PHARE Programme is the primary
instrument of this assistance. PHARE now devotes 25% of its funds to cross-border
cooperation and the cofinancing of infrastructure.

In south east Europe, the EU has adopted a regional approach to developing bilateral
relations with the countries not yet having Association Agreements with the EU - Albania,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia. This is intended to provide a strong incentive for stability and
cooperation among these countries and the EU is envisaging well beyond 1 billion ECU in
support and reconstruction assistance to the countries of former Yugoslavia up to 1999. Most
of this is expected to be used in Bosnia and Herzegovina, in areas such as institution building,
reconstruction and refugee return and economic development.

The EU will be contributing substantially to efforts to assist Albania in its current crisis.
The Commission is currently examining how best to assist Albania in areas such as humanitarian
and food aid, institutions and infrastructure, including border crossings and macro-financial
assistance, to be provided within the international coordination framework. We already have a
Trade and Cooperation Agreement with Albania, since 1992, which contains evolutionary
provisions. The existing PHARE programme, with necessary reorientations, provides a basis for
technical assistance, with some 212 mecu available up to 1999.

A Preferential Cooperation Agreement has been initialled with The former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia and is expected to enter into force shortiy.

Our economic relations with the New Independent States are based on trade policy,
assistance and foreign direct investment and the EU is their most important customer and
supplier. It also provides the largest share of assistance to the NIS and foreign direct
investment originating in the EU represents an important part of overall capital inflows.

The EU has signed Partnership and Cooperation agreements with ten NIS. As soon as
they enter into force, they will boost existing links and grant NIS exports even better access 1o
EU markets. Although these agreements are diverse, reflecting the differences between the
partner countries, each establishes a strong and comprehensive political and economic
partnership covering trade and related issues and including a political dialogue. They are based
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on shared principles and objectives: respect for the rule of law and human rights, the
development of political freedoms and the establishment of a functioning market economy and
aim to support the integration of the NIS into the world economy.

EU and member State assistance to the NIS amounts to about 73 billion ECU - around
60% of all western aid - up to 1995. It has, in particular, been significant in areas such as food
aid, export credits, strategic aid and technical assistance - through the TACIS programme. Key
areas of TACIS assistance include restructuring of State enterprises and private sector
development - including the banking system, building an effective food production, processing
and distribution system, developing energy, transport and telecommunications infrastructures,
nuclear safety, environment, public administration reform, social services and education. To the
end of 1996, TACIS has committed about over 2.8 billion ECU to launch more than 2500
projects.

With the countries of the European Economic Area, EU relations are based on the four
freedoms of the EU Single Market - free movement of goods, services, capital and people.
Work on the application of EU internal legislation to the EEA has continued apace and the
backlog has been virtually eliminated. Flanking policies on environmental protection, social
policy and consumer protection were also agreed.

The EU continues to underline the importance it attaches to strengthening ties with
Switzerland and concluding negotiations on transport, free movement of persons, agriculture,
research, mutual recognition of conformity assessment and public procurement, as soon as
possible.

Our relations with Mediterranean countries have continued within the framework of the
Barcelona process, whose second Ministerial conference has just taken place. Cooperation with
our Mediterranean partners continues within the MEDA programme, under which over
400 MECU was committed in 1996. Specifically, with Cyprus, the EU continues to pursue the
pre-Accession strategy and the associated structured dialogue is developing well. With the new
Maltese Government, we are discussing new arrangements for cooperation. With Turkey,
following the entry into force of the EU/Turkey Customs Union at the end of 1995, the
institutional arrangements began operation. A free-trade agreement on coal and steel products
came into effect on 1 August 1996.

In concluding, | would like to pay tribute to the work of the secretariat during the past
year. A special mention is due to the contribution that it has again made to the OSCE economic
dimension - in particular with its professional input to the Economic Forum and to the Review
Meeting which prepared the Lisbon Summit last December. We look forward to their
contribution to the Economic Forum in June and to cooperating with them for the Forum.
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DECLARATION DE MONSEIGNEUR CELESTINO MIGLIORE, SOUS-SECRETAIRE
DU SAINT-SIEGE POUR LES RELATIONS AVEC LES ETATS

C'est bien volontiers que ma délégation s’associe a tous ceux qui se félicitent des succeés
obtenus par la Commission économique des Nations Unies pour I'Europe.

Le projet de Déclaration finale de cette session fait état, a juste titre, des progrées réalisés
par I'instauration de gouvernements démocratiques et d’économies de marché, signes d'une
large adhésion aux valeurs de la dignité humaine, de la libre initiative et des droits de tous les
citoyens. Les divers aspects de la conjoncture ne nous permettent cependant pas de nous
complaire dans les louanges et ils raniment constamment le débat pour rechercher les moyens
de consolider le progrés économique et politique, en le fondant sur des valeurs capables de
promouvoir une intégration plus forte du continent européen et de tous ses peuples.

Nous pouvons regarder un instant, avec fierté et satisfaction, mais aussi avec réalisme et
le sentiment que I'ceuvre reste inachevée, le chemin parcouru pendant un demi-siécle important
dans I'histoire de notre continent. Mais la commémoration de ce jour nous invite plutét & porter
notre regard vers le prochain de I’histoire de I'Europe et a esquisser un programme réaliste et
efficace pour les travaux de la Commission.

L'Europe cherche a réaliser son unité dans le respect de sa diversité. En effet, le projet
européen, outre des aspirations de liberté dans la démocratie et I'économie de marche,
comporte des exigences de solidarité, telies que I'économie sociale de marché ou la protection
sociale, et des exigences de subsidiarité.

Le régionalisme ouvert, que promeut la Commission économique pour |'Europe des
Nations Unies, remplit un réle important, parce qu’il favorise I'insertion plus dynamique des aires
régionales dans |I'économie mondiale, éloignant le risque d’une certaine mondialisation
économique tendant a réaliser {'unité par I'uniformité.

La CEE/ONU oeuvre en faveur d'un développement durable, en tenant compte des
contraintes écologiques et de la protection de I'environnement. La société occidentale est
aujourd’hui plus sensible a la dégradation de I'environnement naturel qu’'a la dégradation de
I’environnement social, I'une et I'autre engendrées par un développement économique unilatéral;
rappelons, par exemple, les exigences de mobilité de la main d’oeuvre qui méconnaissent les
contraintes familiales: ou encore le dévoiement des symboles qui unissent le corps social, par
des publicités commerciales; ou bien la décomposition du corps social par les exodes qui font
proliférer les banlieues sans d&me des mégapoles.

A partir du constat que la rationalité économique n’est qu’une rationalité de type
opératoire, la grande tache aujourd’hui semble étre de penser le rapport de la rationalité de
I’économie de marché avec les exigences de la cohésion du corps social. Selon quelle rationalité
s’organise le lien social aujourd’hui? Comment et a quelles conditions, la rationalité économique
peut-elle contribuer a I'organisation rationnelle du corps social au profit de I'homme dans ses
dimensions individuelle et collective?
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A la frontiére de !'écologie humaine et de I'écologie naturelle se pose aussi la question de
I’aménagement du territoire. Comment rendre compatible I'uniformité d'une économie
mondialisée -tendant & ignorer de plus en plus le temps et I'espace - avec la diversité des
paysages habités et cultivés par I'lhomme?

En Europe, le processus de transition vers la démocratie et I’économie de marché est
encore au milieu du gué. Cela demande du temps et surtout un investissement plus grand pour
développer la culture des droits humains et |'efficacité du droit, qui doivent pénétrer des
secteurs entiers de la société, tels que la presse, I’administration, la justice, ainsi que la gestion
de I'économie. L'histoire ne pardonnera pas aux sociétés qui minimisent ou ne prennent pas au
sérieux les menaces que la corruption et le crime organisé font peser sur le développement
social et économique de |'Europe d’aujourd’hui.

L’économie ne saurait étre pour elle-méme sa propre éthique. Afin que I’économie soit
réellement au service de I"homme d’aujourd’hui - par la solidarité qui impose partage et frugalité
dans la consommation des biens - et de demain - par le développement économique durable - il
lui faut une certaine éthique.

Notre programme pour I’activité a venir de la Commission économique des Nations Unies
pour I’Europe peut et doit trouver son inspiration dans le patrimoine commun de la culture et de
la spiritualité européennes, ainsi que dans les liens qui ont fait, tout au long de I'histoire, la
cohésion des peuples du continent. Les racines authentiques de notre patrimoine culturel et
spirituel constituent la base de I’'Europe de demain.

STATEMENT BY AMBASSADOR RUDOLPH THORNING-PETERSEN,
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE CHAIRMAN-IN-OFFICE OF THE
ORGANIZATION FOR SECURITY AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE (OSCE)

It is indeed an honour and a pleasure for me to address the Jubilee Session of the United
Nations Economic Commission for Furope as the Personal Representative of the
Chairman-in-Office of the OSCE.

The emergence of new independent States in the aftermath of the fall of the Berlin Wall
redesigned the European landscape. This new map meant new tasks and challenges for the
international institutions. It further underlined the necessity of adapting to the needs of these
new countries. Not least in the economic field. A key word in this respect was - and indeed
still is - cooperation.

The OSCE is a security organization. The approach to economic issues shouid therefore
be seen against this background with the primary focus on economic aspects of security.

The task of the OSCE is to give political impulses to enhance economic cooperation
between the Participating States. The task is also to stimulate relevant work by specialized
international organizations.
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To achieve the optimal benefit of inter-organizational cooperation the OSCE aims at
enhancing ties to mutually reinforcing international organizations. The document from the CSCE
Summit in Helsinki in 1992 welcomes the existence of areas of common interest between the
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe and the CSCE. This was the starting point for
the closer cooperation with international organizations and in particular with the UN/ECE.

It is gratifying to note the ever increasing active cooperation between our institutions.
The ECE has contributed to a number of OSCE activities under the Economic Dimension. Allow
me to mention in this context the Economic Forum which has benefitted greatly from the active
participation of the UN/ECE. We look forward to continuing our close contacts in the
preparations for the Fifth Economic Forum in June.

The Economic Forum as well as the regional seminars are of particular importance as
platforms for the exchange of information on economic issues of relevance not least to the
counties in transition. Furthermore they add value to the important process of confidence
building in the OSCE area.

It is our wish to strengthen further this excellent cooperation with the UN/ECE not only
to the benefit of both our organizations but indeed to do our share in building a secure and
stable environment for economic growth and prosperity in Europe.

STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE CENTRAL EUROPEAN INITIATIVE BY
AMBASSADOR PAUL HARTIG, DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE CEl CENTRE
FOR INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTATION, TRIESTE

Tomorrow’s discussion of item 4(c} of the Agenda, dealing with ECE cooperation with
other institutions and sub-regional groupings in the ECE region, including the Central European
Initiative, might have been the appropriate time for me to take the floor. But | am grateful for
the opportunity of addressing the Commission on the auspicious occasion of its Jubilee Session
under its key item "Strengthening of economic cooperation in Europe” leading to the adoption of
a Declaration as well as a Plan of Action which aims at providing the ECE with a new thrust to
facilitate and strengthen the involvement of all member countries in harmonious economic
relations.

Cohesion in Europe as a political aspiration and the integration of economies as a result
of concerted measures, as opposed to fragmentation, marginalization and disintegration, indeed
these are the immense challenges we are facing in trying to contribute to the shaping of a
harmonious, peaceful future of Europe and its people. However, it is not only the acceptance of
democratic principles, and the transition to market economies, that allow a new approach of
regional cooperation in Central and Eastern Europe. There is also the chance of protecting and
developing further the wealth of cultural plurality and its recognition as an "acquis européen”, a
value worth defending.

For the Central European Initiative, which is the oldest and largest of the sub-regional
groupings in Central and Eastern Europe, the structural reform and strengthening of the ECE
launched today is a particularly auspicious moment to start a more structured and intensified
cooperation with this organization on the basis of complementarity and comparative advantages.
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Let me now give you a very brief presentation of the CEl:

Established in 1989, even before the collapse of the east-west divide in Europe, as
"quadrangular” (Austria, Italy, Hungary and Yugoslavia), it is composed today of 16 Member
States (Albania, Austria, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic,
Hungary, Italy, Poland, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, The former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Ukraine).

Cooperation is operated through conferences, seminars, workshops, studies, the
elaboration of legal or political instruments, training courses and programmes of activities
pursued by Working Groups or by Project Groups. Major fields of cooperation are: agriculture,
environment, SMEs, tourism, antidrug policies and combatting organized crime, transport,
minorities, migration, statistics, reconstruction and rehabilitation of Bosnia and Herzegovina and
Croatia.

Decisions on the structure and orientation of the CEl are taken by the Heads of
Government, meeting once a year and by meetings of the Foreign Ministers, the next such
meeting being scheduled for 6-7 June in Sarajevo. Coordination of activities is assured by the
Committee of National Coordinators which meets on a monthly basis, assisted by the CEl Centre
in Trieste, and a Project Secretariat at the EBRD in London.

Of particular interest is the linkage of all Chambers of Commerce of the CEl Region and
the establishment of a joint Secretariat in the CEl Centre for Information and Documentation in
Trieste.

The CEl parliamentary dimension, the parliamentary Committee and the Parliamentary
Conference of the CEl also hold annual meetings.

The CEl has established working relationships and cooperation with the European Union
which at the Council meeting in Dublin adopted a report on EU - CEl cooperation prepared by
the European Commission. The CEl has also embarked on establishing cooperation with other
subregional groupings, the Council of Baltic Sea States and the Black Sea Economic
Cooperation. Closer cooperation on some specific issues is envisaged to be established with the
OSCE. The CEl maintains contacts with a number of other subregional groupings which have
been launched recently with a view to avoiding overlapping and duplication.

What are the primary objectives of the CEI? At the beginning of its creation in 1989 it
was obviously aiming to build bridges across the ideological and political barriers that separated
east and west in Europe. After the disappearance of the iron curtain new members joined the
grouping which became known as "Pentagonal” and "Hexagonal". The major thrust of
cooperation was adjusted to the new situation. Its main objectives were to facilitate the
process of European integration and to work as an instrument for helping in the pre-accession
strategy of the European Community.
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Last year the grouping enlarged to 16 Member States and shifted its focus to the
following three principal objectives: (1) strengthening cooperation among and between Member
States; (2) strengthening the links to the main structures of European integration and lessening
the impact of new barriers being built up in Europe; (3} assisting member countries in transition
in the transformation process.

When we look closer at developments and present tendencies in Europe, the issue of
enlargement of the EU and of NATO, or the impact of CEFTA on participating countries and on
countries remaining outside, we have reason, | believe, to consider the future prospects of
cohesion in Europe with concern. Indications are clearly showing a danger that major disparities
in economic development and in per capita income levels in Europe will remain a characteristic
feature of our Region for a long time to come.

This perspective might lead the CEl to refocus again its priority objectives. The
Committee of Foreign Ministers, scheduled to meet in Sarajevo in June, might wish to orient
activities undertaken in the various bodies of the CEl to concentrate in future in particular on
assistance to the most needy, the weakest members of the Group, to the countries and
societies of the Region which still have the lowest development standards.

For this endeavour the CEl hopes to establish systematic cooperation with other
European organizations. The CEl will need in particular the experience of 50 years, the
expertise of a new ECE. | am looking forward to this cooperation between the ECE and the CEl.

STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE,
BY MR. ROBIN GUTHRIE, DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

On behalf of the Secretary General of the Council of Europe, the Committee of Ministers
and the Parliamentary Assembly, | join in congratulating the Economic Commission for Europe of
the United Nations on its 50th Anniversary. With an eye to the 50th Anniversary of the Council
of Europe in two years' time, | salute the courage and determination of this organization in
facing not only the future of an uncertain world but also the challenges of its own internal
organization. "Focus, flexibility, efficiency" is a motto for us all.

No organization can go it alone, least of all an international organization. We for our part
benefit from and contribute to our relationships with the United Nations, the European Union,
the OSCE, and the OECD as well as other international organizations. In the UN family, | would
mention particularly the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the Centre for Human
Rights, UNESCO, the United Nations Children’s Fund, the World Health Organization, and the
United Nations Development Programme; with all of these we have had creative and
constructive working relationships, which | firmly believe have helped to make a difference in
this troubled world.

Of the Economic Commission for Europe it is my particular pleasure to recall the
European Regional Population Conference here in Geneva in 1993, which led to the International
Conference on Population and Development in Cairo in 1995. "Europe Region" is widely defined
in United Nations structures, and we found ourselves happily working with our North Atlantic
allies in what | found to be a most fruitful relationship and one which made a tangible
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contribution to the watershed that was Cairo. More recently, our own Congress of Local and
Regional Authorities of Europe worked with the ECE in the preparation of the HABITAT
Conference in Istanbul in 1996; and there was a particularly close and fruitful partnership
between the Parliamentary Assembly and the Economic Commission for Europe in the
preparation of the Warsaw Conference of May last year on the progress of economic reform in
central and eastern Europe. Meanwhile, we have been privileged to join in the meetings of the
Administrative Committee on Cooperation, and to share with United Nations organizations,
including the ECE, in tripartite meetings between the Council of Europe, the OSCE and the
United Nations, the last of which occurred as recently as January of this year.

The Council of Europe is founded upon the three great principles of human rights,
pluralist democracy and the rule of law. For all that we are an organization based on ideals, our
work in every field is of a highly practical nature, whether it be concerned with human rights,
democratic institutions, legal structures, social policies or cultural development. The Council of
Europe’s structure reflects the democratic institutions of its 40 member States: a Committee of
Ministers, consisting of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of each of the member States, and a
Parliamentary Assembly, comprising delegations of parliamentarians appointed by each national
parliament. However, we work also at the level of local and regional authorities and of non-
governmental organizations, as well as with international organizations like your own.

In view of the Council of Europe’s expanding membership, and its long-standing
cooperation with the ECE, the Parliamentary Assembly decided in 1995 to strengthen its links
with the ECE, notably by serving as the ECE’s parliamentary forum for regular debates on its
activities. The complementarity of our respective organizations will make this new relationship
particularly useful.

| am convinced that it is only by the kind of courage and foresight that you have shown,
and by the kind of dynamic cooperation that we have enjoyed with you, that Europe can truly
grow as it should, not only in its own right but also as one of the great powers for human good.

| thank you, Executive Secretary, and all our colleagues for bringing us together at this
moment in your history and in ours; | salute your courage in self-renewal; and | hope that you
will always find in the Council of Europe a partner to complement your own skills and objectives
and a worthy supporter of the ideals on which both our organizations are based.

STATEMENT BY MR. KJARTAN JOHANNSSON, SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE
EUROPEAN FREE TRADE ASSOCIATION (EFTA)

First of all | would like to congratulate the ECE on its 50th Anniversary. At the same
time let me say that | find it quite appropriate that you use this occasion to put your formal seal
on the restructuring of the ECE thereby proving its ability to adapt to changing circumstances.
Let me congratulate you on this so very important accomplishment.

| would also like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the excellent relationship that
my organization, EFTA, has enjoyed with the ECE over the years and our high regard for the
quality of the work being carried out by the ECE.



E/ECE/1356
page 73

The ECE and EFTA have some basic objectives in common, but they pursue them by
different means. Both are preoccupied with promoting trade in order to achieve good
neighbourliness and economic development. Both are committed to the goal of European
integration. But we are not in competition, there is no overlap between our activities. We
complement each other in furthering a common goal, each in its own way. There is a good
understanding of each other’s role. That is the foundation of our good relations.

I am favourably impressed by the catchwords used to describe the restructuring of the
ECE: focus, flexibility and efficiency. They might be used at least partly to describe a recent
restructuring of the EFTA Secretariat in the face of reduction in membership. Efficiency was
certainly a high priority and we had to make the Secretariat lean. In this connection, let me
recall that, while EFTA counts few member countries, they carry considerable economic weight,
having a combined GDP of about 460 billion US dollars and a total foreign trade that amounts to
over 250 billion dollars. They are affluent and have very sound economies. Consequently they
constitute a big market and are interesting partners.

Earlier, | congratulated you on the restructuring of the ECE and adaptation to new
circumstances. When | look over the history of EFTA | must say that, among other things, its
ability to adapt has been remarkable. Allow me to recapitulate this development of evolution of
EFTA in a few words, also in order to underline that just this particular trait is essential in an
ever changing world.

EFTA was founded in 1960 to liberalize trade in industrial goods among its own
members, and as a reaction to the establishment of the EEC. Even if we were successful in that
objective, we soon found out that it was insufficient. Then we moved over the linking up our
market with that of the EEC, with free trade agreements. This was to be benefit of both. But
free trade as such was not enough, and we started cooperation with the EEC on dismantling
non-tariff barriers to trade. Eventually, an agreement was reached on full integration of the
EFTA countries into the internal market of the EC through an agreement on the European
Economic Area. This demonstrates a step-by-step pragmatic integration process, which now
applies to 3 of the 4 EFTA countries.

The early 1990s also saw the beginning of yet another process for the EFTA States,
namely the establishment of formal links with non-EC countries, mostly in central and eastern
Europe. When the EC started concluding European Agreements with those countries after the
end of the cold war, the EFTA States established their own network of free trade agreements in
the region. The EFTA countries wanted on their part to help central and east European
countries to become market economies by establishing these new linkages and thus opening
their markets to their exports. Furthermore, EFTA has provided technical assistance in the trade
field, in some cases jointly with the EC.

Today the EFTA States have common contractual relations with no less than 17 non-EU
countries. Fully-fledged free trade agreements with 12 countries: Hungary, Poland, Czech
Republic, Slovakia, Bulgaria, Romania, Slovenia, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Turkey and Israel.
Declarations on cooperation, the first step on the road to free trade, with five countries:
Albania, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Egypt, Morocco and Tunisia. Most
recently, last December, the EFTA States signed a Declaration with the PLO on behalf of the
Palestinian Authority.
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Some of the participants in this meeting spoke yesterday about networks in the context
of European integration. That is exactly the phrase that we are using in EFTA. But networks
must be connected. Let me give an examplie. The building up of parallel networks by EFTA and
the EC with the CEECs soon revealed technical problems of compatibility with regard to product
origin. To cope with this EFTA has pursued the goal of European cumulation. From the
beginning of this year the problem has been eliminated with an agreement on pan-European
cumulation encompassing the EU, EFTA and the CEECs States. This is a major accomplishment
which will bring great economic benefits to all participants.

As you can gather from my former remarks EFTA has been active in promoting European
integration, and you can be confident that it will continue in that role showing its willingness to
gradually extend its network of partnership to other countries in Europe, and beyond, as for
example demonstrated by our recent agreements with Mediterranean counties. In that context
let me also mention that | believe that transition economies, including the NIS countries, can
draw on EFTA experience in developing their internal relations, as well as linkages to the rest of
Europe.

We in EFTA promote open regionalism. We do not see regionalism as an obstacle to
giobal cooperation. Quite the contrary. It is a means to promote it. It is well known that the
EFTA States have always been proponents of a strong multilateral trading system.

Today’s discussion on “Avoiding breaklines in Europe” is central to the activities of both
the ECE and EFTA. Both organizations are about building bridge, each in their own particular
way. There is no overlap in their respective roles, they even complement each other. The ECE
provides a vital framework for economic relations in Europe by providing reliable data and
setting common standards, EFTA promotes the establishment of free trade in the region for the
benefit of all who participate in it. The ECE Plan of Action before us aims to strengthen
cooperation with regional organizations. For my part, | am more than willing to explore
possibilities to achieve synergies with the ECE whenever appropriate.

Let us, however, keep in mind that Europe of today is not the Europe of yesterday, and
certainly not the Europe of tomorrow. Our task is to make tomorrow better than today.

STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF RETIRED PERSONS (AARP)

| am speaking on behalf of the American Association of Retired Persons (AARP), a
membership organization which represents 33 million individual members over age 50. AARP,
which enjoys consultative status in the general category with ECOSOC, serves as an advocacy
organization for current and future generations of older persons and promotes solidarity among
all generations.

On behalf of AARP, | also wish to joint previous speakers in expressing our
congratulations on the 50th anniversary of the ECE and express our best wishes for the success
of its dynamic restructuring process. We have read with great interest the strategic directions
expressed in the Declaration on the Strengthening of Economic Cooperation in Europe and the
Plan of Action with its vision to facilitate the invelvement of all member countries in harmonious
economic relations and wish to make brief comments in this regard.
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You might well ask what are the interests of an association such as ours, which
represents the concerns of the older population, in the future activities of the ECE. Given that
the rising numbers and proportions of older persons are posing new challenges and, we believe,
also new opportunities, for the economies of the countries in this Region, it is not surprising that
older men and women should be interested in following the work of this Commission. In this
regard, we first wish to express our appreciation to the ECE secretariat for their collaboration in
the organization of two workshops jointly sponsored by ECE and AARP, which focused on the
situation of older persons in the ECE region, particularly those at risk of being marginalized and
socially excluded. Both workshops stressed the importance of data and data analysis on the
social and economic status of older persons in the region and resulted in a series of policy
recommendations. We wish to commend the Population Unit of the ECE on their work and also
thank the UN Population Fund for their interest and support for this programme.

Second, the emphasis of the documents before this session of the Commission is clearly
on the important work in which the Commission is engaged in the area of economic cooperation
and the strengthening of the economies in countries in transition. As pointed out in the
Declaration on the Strengthening of Economic Cooperation in Europe, the purpose is to promote
economic prosperity in an “unprecedented historical context, when all the Commission’s
members subscribe to the principles of democracy and the market economy”. Surely the
ultimate goal of economic prosperity is to benefit all members of society - young and old, men
and women. Unfortunately, however, we also know that economic prosperity sometimes
creates both winners and lowers. The effects of economic policies on various groups of the
population should therefore be monitored and documented in policy relevant research, so that
policies can be developed which ensure that everyone is a winner. We hope the ECE will ensure
that the concerns of older persons are included in all economic analysis by looking at trends in
labour market, pension, housing, consumer and other policies and by proposing policy
recommendations which will benefit all generations as well as both current and future cohorts of
older persons.

In closing may | remind you and the distinguished delegates at this session that the UN
General Assembly has provided us with the unique opportunity to highlight the importance, the
challenges and the achievements of population aging by declaring 1999 as the International
Year of Older Persons. Many countries in this region are already planning to mark this Year by
organizing major events at the national level. The theme of the International Year is "Towards a
Society for All Ages”. We hope that, as the oldest Region of all the five Regions of the United
Nations, the ECE will take the appropriate steps in order to challenge our collective thinking on
how to create such a society as we enter the 21st century.
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DECLARATION DU GROUPE DE TRAVAIL ONG POUR LES FEMMES

Je prends la parole au nom du Conseil International des Femmes et des autres
organisations non-gouvernementales qui font partie du Groupe de Travail ONG pour les femmes
dans la région de la CEE.

Nous vous avons déja adressé un message a ’occasion du 50e anniversaire de la
Commission, cependant nous tenons a vous redire encore ici nos sincéres félicitations pour tout
le travail accompli et les résultats obtenus par la CEE au cours de ce demi-siécle dans des
conditions souvent difficiles. Ces félicitations s’étendent pour le moment présent a I'heureux
achévement des travaux de réforme de la Commission et aux projets de rapide mise en oeuvre
de cette réforme.

Nous avons lu avec le plus grand intérét le Plan d’Action et voudrions faire a ce propos la
remarque suivante :

A la suite de la décision prise I'an dernier, qui engage les organes subsidiaires principaux
a intégrer une démarche tenant compte des sexo-spécificités, lorsqu’ils définiront et exécuteront
leurs programmes de travail, nous avons pris contact avec certains de ces organes (en
particulier avec le Comité pour le développement du commerce)}. Et nous envisageons une
collaboration plus intense a I’avenir au sujet des projets en cours dans ce domaine. C’est donc
avec une grande satisfaction que nous avons pris connaissance du chapitre Il du Plan d’action
intitulé “Questions intersectorielles” qui cite, parmi les questions présentant un intérét particulier
pour les travaux de la CEE, “I'intégration du souci d'équité entre les sexes dans les activités
principales”.

A notre connaissance, la plupart des autres commissions régionales ont déja entrepris
d’'intégrer dans leurs travaux cette perspective sexo-spécifique et nous souhaitons vivement que
la CEE elle-méme et les Etats membres prennent davantage en considération ce probléme.

L'étendue de la contribution des femmes, notamment dans les domaines de |’économie,
de I'environnement, des établissements humains tout comme dans le développement du
commerce, de l'industrie et de |'entreprise ne peut plus étre mise en question. Nous tenons a
souligner également combien il est important d’établir des statistiques différenciées en fonction
du sexe, ce qui est reconnu par la Commission elle-méme.

En conclusion sur ce point, nous assurons la Commission de notre appui dans sa
recherche d’instaurer par de nouveaux moyens des synergies avec les ONG.

Par ailleurs, nous relevons que la Commission de la condition de la femme, dans sa
session qui s'est achevée le 18 mars dernier, a abouti & des conclusions détaillées concernant
I"application de la Plate-forme d’'ac:ion de Beijing, notamment dans les domaines de
I’environnement et de I'économie (doc. E/CN.6/1997/L.2 et 3).
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Dans le premier domaine, elle rappelle que, sans la reconnaissance de la contribution des
femmes a la protection de I’environnement, celle-ci restera un objectif insaisissable. Elle
demande donc que les gouvernements et les organisations internationales abordent tous les
problémes de la protection et de la conservation de |’environnement sous I'angle de la
participation des hommes et des femmes a leur solution.

En matiére économique, la Commission de la condition de la femme attire, entre autres
objectifs, I’attention sur le fait que les petites et moyennes entreprises dirigées par des femmes
créent des emplois, apportent des innovations et contribuent a la croissance; de ce fait, elles
méritent d’étre soutenues.

Il convient, ajoute encore la Commission, de lutter contre la ségrégation professionnelle,
d’accroitre le nombre des femmes-cadres supérieurs dans les entreprises par des mesures
ciblées ainsi que d’évaluer les effets sur les femmes des politiques économiques, de
restructuration et de libéralisation.

Les conclusions de le Commission de la condition de la femme seront transmises a
I'ECOSOC lors de sa prochaine réunion. Elles seront valables pour toutes les institutions du
systéme des Nations Unies. Nous formons le voeu que ces institutions soient de mieux en
mieux coordonnées et que leurs résolutions respectives soient de mieux en mieux appliquées a
un niveau général.

SUMMARY OF THE ROUND TABLE ON "BUILDING COHESION IN EUROPE:
TECHNICAL ANSWERS TO A POLITICAL ASPIRATION"

The Economic Commission for Europe has a long tradition of promoting inter-
governmental cooperation on technical or "nuts and bolts" issues as a means of promoting
economic and political integration and this work has been maintained in the face of considerable
variations in the international political climate. The Chairman of the Round Table, Mr. K. Lotz,
Minister of Transport, Telecommunication and Water Management of Hungary, argued that over
the years ECE had built up a strong comparative advantage in providing the means (an
experienced secretariat, a well-established forum, etc.) for promoting the cohesion of Europe
through technical cooperation. But more should be done to eliminate the habit of bi-polar
thinking, which persisted on many issues, and to raise the level of cooperation in areas such as
sustainable development, environmental problems, economic analysis, statistical issues, and
trade facilitation. Mr. Lotz also underlined the importance of a more active participation of the
private business sector in ECE’s activities in fields such as transport and trade facilitation. The
Chairman asked the other panellists to comment on both the positive and negative effects of
European integration on ECE members and to suggest ways in which ECE could help to reduce
any negative impact.
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Mr. V.D. Khandogii, Deputy Foreign Minister for Foreign Affairs of Ukraine, denied that
there could be any negative impact from European integration and so he focused on both its
necessity and its benefits. He argued that local and national governments’ inability to find
technical solutions in support of political goals frequently arose because political objectives were
not always in line with economic realities: the resulting frustrations often lead to domestic
unrest and political instability. He stressed the need for a comprehensive security system in
which key roles would be played by a number of institutions including NATO, the EU, the OSCE,
and the UN/ECE. The ECE could continue to promote cooperation in a number of areas and
thereby assist the countries of the region to integrate in the global economy. ECE’s long
experience and accumulated expertise, as well as its transatlantic dimension, could help to
maintain it as an effective mechanism for cohesion in Europe.

Mr. V. Serov, Deputy Chairman of the Russian Federation, also stressed the need for
institutions to assist the transition economies in their efforts to integrate with the global
economy. He stressed the need to review and assess the relevance of western economic
experience for the transition economies and argued that ECE was irreplaceable as an institution
that provided a bridge between west and eastern Europe by encouraging the adoption of
common norms and standards, etc. But he also warned ECE against limiting its role to just the
provision of technical advice and a forum for cooperation. It should be seen as a pan-European
organization involved in a wide range of practical policy matters. Mr. Serov stressed the
importance of fair dialogue and the development of a common economic language as important
ingredients of successful cooperation.

Mr. Janez Stanovnik, former Executive Secretary of the ECE, also stressed the
importance of a "fair dialogue" among equal partners and of continuing to de-mystify many
issues that had been clouded by the ideological conflicts of the cold-war period. He too
remarked on ECE’s historical role as a bridge between East and West and argued that its present
role was to help the eastern economies integrate into different institutional frameworks and to
help them cope with the short-run costs of international integration so they could reap the
longer term benefits. ECE could play a unigue role in doing this through its coriference
diplomacy and he stressed three key aspects: one, technical cooperation should be seen as
leading to confidence-building measures; two, high priority should be given to the elaboration of
common procedures for international trade which created benefits for all; and three, another
priority should be the identification of technical issues and areas which are key for the mutual
interest and interdependence of member countries.

Mrs. L. Castellina, Chairman of the External Relations Committee of the European
Parliament, was concerned at the possible impacts of both NATO and EU enlargement to the
east and warned against creating a Europe with a single authority "rotating around Brussels”.
She argued that the EU must not become a club of the privileged as a result of a selective
integration process, which encouraged the dangerous practice of countries trying to distance
themselves from their neighbours and could lead to racial tensions and the isolation of some
countries in the region. Mrs. Castellina was concerned that it would be increasingly difficult to
maintain democratic processes within an enlarged EU and she queried whether enlargement was
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actually relevant in a world where global markets were more important than regional ones.
Integration in this new world was increasingly taking the form of intersecting networks of
interaction rather than being organized as a set of concentric circles around an all-dominant
centre. It was in this context that UN/ECE could help in articulating a new regional framework
and preventing the construction of new "walls” between groups of countries. In attempting
this, ECE’s long experience in keeping east-west communication alive would be one of its major
strengths.

Mrs. Castellina’s remarks were echoed by two contributions from the floor. The German
Ambassador [Mr. Héynck] also emphasised the need to recognize the existence of overlapping
circles of integration and cooperation, including those in the CIS and the Black Sea region.
Where these different integration processes did not overlap, there was a clear role for
institutions such as UN/ECE, with its comprehensive membership, in building bridges between
them and linking the various networks. The German Ambassador also followed Mrs. Castellina
in arguing that there was no longer a single Europe; instead, we should adopt a pluralistic
approach to the problems at hand and to developing new structures to manage them. Above
all, a "fortress Europe” must be avoided. The Austrian Ambassador [Mr. Kreid] followed the
German Ambassador in stressing the overlapping of multiple networks of cooperation and said
that there was an important role for ECE in ensuring “the permeability” of such structures and
the development of cooperation between them.

The Chairman closed the Round Table by reiterating this stress on the variety of
integration processes at work in the European region - a term which all participants agreed no
longer had any precise geographical meaning - and the important role that ECE could play in
helping to build a new cohesion among them.

SUMMARY OF THE ROUND TABLE ON “ECE: FORGING PARTNERSHIPS
BETWEEN GOVERNMENTS, ENTERPRISES AND NGOs”

The chairman of the Round Table, Mr. D. Rosati, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Poland,
declared that the purpose of the Round Table was to determine how the ECE could further
respond to the growing need for interaction between Governments, the business community and
NGOs. He argued that globalization was bringing new challenges which States could not face
only on their own, hence the importance of promoting cooperation with the private sector,
NGOs and local communities, and there were signs that, on its side, the business community
wished to foster such cooperation within the ECE framework.

He then addressed the following three questions to the speakers: Which were the areas
where interaction between governments, the private sector, NGOs and local communities, was
required? What forms of cooperation, which ECE had organized, had proved particularly
beneficial? How could ECE foster these cooperative activities in the future?
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Mr. Auken, Minister for Environment of Denmark, described the very useful role which
ECE had played in fostering cooperation between governments and civil society in one of its
conventions which was currently under negotiation and dealt with environmental information
and public participation in environmental decision-making. If implemented properly and
effectively by Governments, this Convention would, he predicted, help the transition economies
in building a democratic civil society, sensitive to and supportive of sustainable development.

Mr. Svinarenko, Deputy Minister of Economy of the Russian Federation, referring to the
experience of his country, outlined three theses on partnerships between governments and civil
society: (1) successful partnerships had to be based on a common understanding between civil
society, the private sector and governments; (ii) other preconditions were, in particular, equality
of economic relationships, transparency and clarity in legislation; and, finally (i) a commonality
of interest must exist between countries.

As an example of successful partnerships within his country, he mentioned the Advisory
Group gathering domestic and foreign investors which met regularly at the highest level with the
Russian Government. He argued that this initiative had reduced the amount of time needed for
taking decisions. ECE activities where partnerships had been successfully forged included: the
Gas Centre: Trade Facilitation (UN/EDIFACT) and the Round Table Conference on Sustainable
Industrial Development which was held during last year’s Commission session. He
recommended that, in the future, such cooperation should focus on specific areas. He then
suggested that ECE’s Principal Subsidiary Bodies identify these areas and that, for each of them,
specific arrangements be organized for developing cooperation between governments and the
private sector in these specific areas.

Mr. Pavloschi, Vice-President of the Romanian Gas Corporation, speaking as a
representative of the business community, described the work of the UN/ECE Gas Centre as an
example of ECE's role in forging partnerships between governments and the enterprise sector.
The Gas Centre, according to this speaker, fulfilled three functions: () as a vehicle for European
integration; (i) as a source of technical assistance to transition economies; (iii) as a means of
promoting good neighbourly relationships within the region. More generally, he declared that
partnership between the State and enterprises was particularly needed in the energy sector of
transition economies as restructuring was leading to substantial downsizing and loss of
employment, for exampie in coal activities.

Mr. Levy, Chairman of the Swiss Office for Trade Promotion (OSEC), described the role
that governments and non-governmental organizations played in fixing standards and the
importance of organizations such as the ECE which offered a platform for such standard-setting
activities across a wide spectrum of sectors. Implementation of these standards, he pointed
out, was not only the role of government but also involved the private sector; furthermore, it
benefitted not just large firms but also SMEs.
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Mr. Haegi, President of the Foundation for the Economy and Sustainable Development of
the Regions of Europe (FEDRE) and President of the Congress of local and regional authorities of
Europe (Council of Europe}, discussed cooperation at the level of cities and regions and noted
the importance of forging links between regions despite various obstacles and barriers. He
commented on the role which ECE was playing in helping FEDRE to facilitate contact between
regions. He further declared that solutions to more and more acute problems, such as in the
area of the environment, had to be resolved through cooperation between the State and local
authorities and that the ECE could play a part in facilitating the necessary contacts in this
respect.

Following these opening remarks by the panellists, a number of questions were
addressed to the speakers.

One question concerned the usefulness of ECE continuing to provide economic advice to
governments from transition countries when so much advice of this type was already available.
Mr. Svinarenko replied that ECE’s advice, as found in its economic analysis, was of the highest
quality. In the case of Russia, it was eagerly awaited by experts. ECE needed to continue its
work in this area because it was the best source of economic information.

In reply to a question on the application of the model of the Gas Centre to other areas of
activities, Mr. Pavloschi declared that the Centre was providing extremely useful services to the
public and private gas companies of all concerned countries in the region. Its format, he said,
could be used in other industries and sectors, provided that funding could be found.

Another participant asked whether Switzerland offered a model for promoting SMEs. Mr.
Levy replied that there was no single model but that sSwitzerland combined various key elements
- government involvement, self-help, strong decentralization - of a strategy aimed at supporting
its SME sector. This, however, did not mean that Switzerland did not have problems, for
example on the financing of start-up companies. He proposed that ECE could be a useful forum
for exchanging information on practical measures for stimulating the creation of SMEs.

Several speakers stressed that ECE suffered from poor visibility despite the profound and
beneficial changes which the organization had induced in the everyday lives of the citizens of its
member countries. ECE was addressing this problem by producing brochures that provided
useful information for the general public on the role of ECE in economic developments in the
region. It was also increasing its visibility to the business community by involving it in a wide
range of activities, particularly in the fields of trade, investment, enterprise development and
energy.

In summing up the discussion, the Chairman noted that this Round Table provided
compelling evidence of actual ECE-instigated projects involving cooperation between
governments and the business community and of their value to member countries. He drew the
following lessons from the discussion:

1. All the speakers agreed that there was a need for interaction between various actors.
The problems facing governments could not be solved by themselves. Nor could they be left to
be solved exclusively by the market mechanisms.
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2. ECE was a good platform for forging such interaction. The Round Table identified the
grounds - e.g. conventions, norms and standards etc. - for ECE to be an appropriate institution
where this dialogue could take place.

3. There was a need to focus on specific projects and an obligation on the part of the
secretariat and the ECE delegations to come up with new ideas for activities in those specific
areas where such partnerships could be developed.

4. Western governments had more experience that the transition economies in working with
NGOs and the private sector. The ECE could therefore play a useful role in making known the
positive experiences of countries such as Denmark and Switzerland, mentioned in this debate,
to the countries with transition economies.



